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6£N£RAL W. T. SHEBm 

TO 

HIS COMEADES IJ^ ABMS, 

VOLITNTEEBS AND SEOULABS. 



Nbjlbly ten years have passed since the close of the civil 

war iii Aiiierica, and yet no satisfactory history thereof is ac- 
cessible to the public; nor should any be attempted until the 
QoTemment has published, and placed within the reach of 
stadents, the abundant materials that are buried in the War 
Department at Washington. These are in process of compila- 
tion; buty at the rate oi progress for the past ten jearsy it ia 
probable that a new century will come before they are pub- 
lished and circulated, ^vith full indexes to enable the historian 
to make a judicious selection of materials. 

What is now offered is not designed as a history of the war, 
or even as a complete account of all the incidents in which the 
writer bore a part, but merely Lis recollection of events, cor- 
rected by a reference to his own memoranda, which may assist 
the future historian when he comes to describe the whole, and 
account for the motives and reasons Avhich influenced some of 
the actors in the grand drama of war. 

I trust a perusal of these pages will prove interesting to the 
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DEDIOAnOK. 



sniriyorBy who have manifested so often their intense lore o± 

the "cause" wliiL-li luoved a nation to vindicate its own author- 
ity; and, equallj so^ to the rising generation, who therefrom 
nuK7 learn that a oonntij and govenunent siich as onrs are 
worth fighting for, and dying for, if need be. 

If snccesfiful in this, I shall feel amply repaid for departing 
from the nsage of militaiy men, who seldom attempt to publiBh 
their own deeds, bnt rest content with simply oontributing by 
their acts to the honor and glory of their country. 



^\^LT.JAM T. SHERMAN, 



GtneraJL 



St. Locu, MiflMCW, Janmarjf 21, 1S76> 
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NOTE. 



It was my purpose to accompany this ^^ ork with detailed 
maps, of which I have many that would be appropriate ; but 
the cost of engnmng would be heaTy, and I am aware that 
there is in course of preparation by the Engineer Diepartment 
a Beries of war-maps, which will soon be issued, and which are 
far better than any I ean ofEer. I therefore omit all| and be- 
lieve that each reader can follow the inddents of the nanatiTe 
by the usual maps found in every library. 
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MEMOIRS 

or 

GEXEML WILLIAM T. SHEMAN. 



CHAPTER !• 

EA&LY lUQOQLLBOnONS OF CAUFOBNU. 

18^0-1848. 

In the spring of lS-46 I was a first-lieutenant of Company 
G, Third Artillery, stationed at Fort Moultrie, South Carolina. 
The company was commanded by Captain Robert Anderson; 
Henry B. Judd was the senior £j:8t-lieuteQaQt, and I was 
the junior first-lieutenant, and George B. Ayres the seoond- 
lieatenflnt Colonel William Qatea oonmumded the post and 
regiment, with Eixst-Lieatenant William Anstine as his adr 
jutant. Two other companies were at the post, viz., Martia 
Burke's and E. D. Keyes's, and among the officers were T. "W. 
Sherman, Morris Miller, II. B. Field, William Churchill, Joseph 
Stewart, and Surgeon McLaren. 

The country now kno\vTi as Texas had been recently ac- 
quired, and war with Mexico was threatening. One of our 
companies (Bragg's), with Qeorge H. Thomas, John F. Eeynold%. 
and Erank Thomas, had gone the year previons and was at that 
time witli General Taylor's army at Corpus Chrisd, Texas* 

In that year (1846) I receiyed the r^olar detail for recmit* 
ing service, with orders to report to the general superintendent 
at Governor's Island, New York ; and accordingly left Fort 
Moultrie in the latter part of April, and reported to the super- 
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intendent, Colonel It. B. MaBon, First Dragoons, at Kew York, 
on the 1st day of May, I was ass^ed to the Pittsburg ren- 
dezvous, vhidier I proceeded and relieved lieutenant Scott. 
Earlj in May I took up mj quarters at the St Charles Hote!, 
and entered upon the disdiarge of my dnties. There was a 
regular recruiting-station already established, wiili a sergeant, 
corporal, and two or three men, vdih a citizen physician, Dr. 
McDowell, to examine the recruits. Tlie tlireateniug war with 
Mexico made a demand for recruits, and I received authority to 
open another sub-rendezvous at Zanes\411e, OhiO| whither I took 
the sergeant and established him. This was yeiy handy to me, 
as my home was at Lancaster, Ohio^ only thirtynBix miles off, so 
that I was thus enabled to visit my friends there quite often. 

In the latter part of May, when at Wheeling, Virginia, on 
my way Lack from Zanesvillc to l^ittsburg, I heard the lirst 
news of the battle of Palo Alto and Kesaca de la Pal ma, which 
occurred on the Sth and 9th of Mar, and, in common with every- 
body else, felt intensely excited. That I should be on recruiting 
service, when my comrades were actually fighting, was intolera- 
ble, and I hurried on to my post, Pittsburg. At that time the 
railroad did not extend west of the Alleghanies, and aU journeys 
were made by stage-coaches. In this instance I traveled frmn 
Zanesville to Wheeling, thence to Washington (Pennsylvania), 
and thence to IMttsburg by stage-coaeh. On reaching Pittsburg 
I found many private letters ; one from Ord, then a first-lieu- 
tenant in Company F, Third Artillery, at Fort Mcilenrv, lialti- 
more, saying that his company had just received orders for 
California, and asking me to apply for it. Without committing 
myself to that project, I wrote to the Adjutant-General, B» 
Jones, at Washington, I). C, asking him to consider me as an 
applicant for any active service, and saying that I would 
willingly forego the recruiting detail, which I well knew plenty 
of others would jump at. Impatient to approach the scene of 
active operations, without authority (and I suppose wrongfully), 
I left niy corporal in charge of the rendezvous, and took all the 
recruits I had made, about twenty-five, in a steamboat to Cin- 
cinnati, and turned them over to Major C. McCrca, com* 
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maading at Newport Barracks. I then reported in Cincumati, 
to the Bopermtendent'Of the "Western recruiting service, Colonel 
Fanning, an old officer witli unu ana, who inquired by ^vhat 
authority I had come away from iny post. I arirned that I took 
it for frranted he wanted all the recruits he could get to forward 
to the army at Brovmsville, Texas ; and did not know bat that 
he might want me to go along. Instead of appreciating mj 
Tolunteer zeal, he cma&i and swore at me for leaving my post 
without orders, and tdd me to go hack to Pittsburg. I then 
asked for an order that would entitle me to transportation back, 
whidi at first he emphaticaDy refnsed, but at last he gave the 
order, and I returned to Pittsburg, all the way by stage, stopping 
again at Liiiicaster, where I attended the wedding of my school- 
mate Mike Effinger, and also visited my sub-rendezvous at 
Zanesville. R. S. Ewell, of my class, arrived to open a cavalry 
rendezvous, but, finding my depot there, he went on to Colum- 
bus^ Ohio. Tom Jordan afterward was ordered to Zanesville, 
to tske charge of that rendezvons, nnder the general War De- 
partment orders increasing the nmnber of recroitingHitationB. 
I reai^ed Pittsbmrg late in Jnne, and f onnd the order relieviiig 
me from recruiting service, and detailing my classmate II. B. 
Field to my place. I was assii^^ied to Company F, then under 
orders for California. By private letters from Lieutenant Ord, 
I heard that the company had already started from i'ort 
McHenry for Govemoi^s Island, New York Harbor, to take 
passage for California in a naval transport I worked all that 
nighty made up my aoconnts cnrrent, and turned over the balance 
of cash to the citizen physician, Dr. McDowell ; and also closed 
mydothing and property returns, leaving blank receipts with the 
6;ime gentleman for Field's signature, when he should get there, 
to be forwarded to the Department at Washington, and the 
duplicates to mo. These I did not receive for more than a year. 
I remember that I got my orders about 8 p. m. one night, and 
took passage in the boat for Browns\-ille, the next morning 
traveled by stage from Brownsville to Cumberland, !^^;lrvland, 
and thence by cars to Baltimore, Philaddphia, and New York, 
in a great huny lest the ship might sail without me. I fonnd 
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Companj F at Governor's Ifiland, Captaiii 0. Q. Tompkms in 
oomiiiand, lieutenant £. O. C. Ord senior fiiBt-lientenant, my- 
self jnnior first-lieatenant| Laden Loeser and Charles Hinor tbe 

fiocond-lientenants. 

The cora]>any had been filled up to one hundred privates, 
twelve non-coiuiiiissioned officers, and one ordnance sergeant 
(Layton), making one hundred and thirteen enlisted men and five 
otficers. Dr. James L. Ord had been employed as acting assist- 
ant surgeon to accompany the expedition, and lieutenant II. 
Halleeki of the engineers, was also to go along. The United 
States store^p Lexington ma then preparing at the KaTj-Yard, 
Brooklyn, to carry us around Cape Horn to California. She 
was recei\ang on board the necessary stores for the long voyage, 
and for service after oui* arrival there. Lieutenant-Coiiiinander 
. Theodonis Bailey was in command of the vessel, Lieutenant 
AVilliam II. Macomb executive officer, and Passed-Midshipmen 
Muse, Spotty and J. "NV. A. Nicholson, were the watch-oliicers; 
Wilson purser, and Abemethy surgeon. The latter was caterer 
of the mess, and we all made an advance of cash for him to lay 
in* the neoessaiy messrstores. To enable us to prepare for so 
long a voyage and for an indefinite Bojoum in that isat-oS conn- . 
toy, the War Department had authorized us to draw six months' 
pay in advance, which sum uf money we invested in suri)his 
clothing and such other things as seemed to us necessary. At 
last the ship was ready, and was towed down abreast of Fort 
Columbus, where we were conveyed on board, and on the 14th 
of J uly, 1846, we were towed to sea by a steam-tug, and cast oft 
Colonel E. B. Mason, still superintendent of the general recruit* 
ing service, accompanied us down the bay and out to sea, return- 
ing with the tug. A few other friends were of the party, but at 
last they left us^ and we were alone upon the sea, and the sailors 
were busy with the sails and ropes. The Lexington was an old 
ship, changed from a sloop-of-war to a store-ship, with an after- 
cabin, a " ward-room," and " between-decks " In the cabin were 
Captains Bailey and Tompkins, with whom messed the purser, 
Wilson. In the ward-room were all the other officers, two in 
eadi state-room ; and Minor, being an extra lieutenant, had to 
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deep in a hammock slimg in the ward-room. Ord and I roomed 
together; HaUeek and Loeser and the others were scattered • 

about. The men were arranged in bunks " between-decks," one 
set along the sides of the ship, and another, double tier, amkl- 
skips. Tlie crew were slung in hammocks well forward. Of 
these there were about fifty. "W"e at once subdivided the com- 
panj into four squads, under the four lieutenants of the com- 
pany, and arran^;ed with the naval officers that our men should 
serve on deck by sqaad% after the manner of their watches ; that 
the Bailors shonld do all the work aloft, and the soldiers on deck. 

On fair days we drilled onr men at the manual, and geneniHy 
kept them employed as much as possible, giviiii,^ Li t eat attention 
to the police and cleanliness of their dress and bunks ; and so 
successful were we in this, that, though the voyage lasted nearly 
two hundred days, every man was able to leave the ship and 
march up the hill to the fort at Monterey, California, canying 
his own knapsack and eqnlpT^ients. 

The voyage from Hew York to Bio Janeiro was without 
accident or any thing to yaiy the nsnal monotony. We soon 
settled down to the hnmdmm of a long voyage, reading some, 
not mneh ; playing games, but never gambling ; and chiefly en- 
gaged in eating our meals regularly. In crossing the equator 
we had the usual visit of Neptune and his wife, who, with a 
large razor and a bucket of soapsuds, came over the sides and 
ahaved some of the greenhorns; but naval etiquette exempted 
the officers, and ]N'eptune was not permitted to come aft of the 
mizzen<4nast At last, after sixty days of ahsolute monotony, 
the island of Baza, ofiE Bio Janeiro, was descried, and we slowly 
entered the harbor, passing a fort on our right hand, from which 
came a hail, in the Portuguese language, from a huge speaking- 
trumpet, and our officer of the deck answered back in gibberish, 
according to a well-understood custom of the place. Sugar-loaf 
Mountain, on the south of the entrance, is very remarkable and 
well named ; is almost conical, with a slight lean. The man-of- 
war anchorage is about five miles inside the heads, directly in 
front of the city of Bio Janeiro. Words will not describe the 
beauty of this perfect harbor, nor the delightful feeling after a 
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long voyage of its fragrant aira, and the entire contrast between 
aU things there and what we had left in New York 

We f omid the United States frigate Colmnbia anchored there, 

and after the Lexingtun was properly moored, nearly all the Ox- 
ficers went on shore for si^jht-seeinc: and eiuoMnent. We landed 
at a wharf opposite which was a famous French restaurant, Fa- 
roux, and after ordering supper we all proceeded to the Eua da 
Ouvador, where most of the shops were, especially those for 
making feather flowers, as mnch to see the pretty girk as the 
flowers which they so skillfoUy made ; thence we went to the 
theatre, where, b^des some opera, we witnessed the andience 
and saw the Emperor Dom Pedro, and his Empress, the danghter 
of Louis Philippe of France. After the theatre we went back 
to the restaurant, where we had an elegant supper, with fruits 
of every variety and excellence, such a? we liad never seen be- 
fore, or even knew tlie names of. Supper being over, we called 
for the bill, and it was rendered in French, with Bnizilian cni^ 
rency. It footed np some twenty-six thousand reis. The flgores 
alarmed ns, so we all pnt on the waiters' plate Tarions coins in 
gold, which he took to the connter and retnmed the change, 
making the total abont sixteen dollars. The miUreis is abont a 
dollar, but being a paper-money was at a discount, so as only to 
be worth about lifty-six cents in coin. 

The Lexington remained in Rio about a week, during which 
we visited the Palace, a few miles in the countr}'-, also the Bo- 
tanic Gardens, a place of iniiuite interest, with its specimens of 
tropical fruits, spices, etc., etc., and indeed every place of note. 
The thing I best recall is a visit Halleck and J. made to the 
CaroovadOy a hi|^ mountain whence the water is conTeyed for 
the supply of the city. We started to take a walk, and passed 
along the aquL duet, which approaches the city by a series of 
arches ; thence up the point of the hill to a ]>laee known as the 
Madre^ or fountain, to which all the water that drips from the 
leaves is conducted by tilo gutters, and is carried to the city by 
an 0|>eQ stone aqueduct. 

Here we foimd Mr. Henry A. AVise, of Virginia, the United 
States minister to Brazi], and a Dr. Gamett, United States 
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NaTji his intended son-in-law. We had a veiy interesting con- 
Tenation, in whidi Mr. Wise enlarged on the fact that Bio was 

supplied from the " dews of heaven,'* for it rarely rains there, 
and tlie water comes from the mists and fo^js whicli haiiix around 
the CorcovadOf drips from the leaves of the trees, and is con- 
ducted to the Ifadre fountain by miles of tile crutters. ilalleck 
and I continued our ascent of the mountain, catching from points 
of the wajmagnifccnt views of the sceneiyronnd ahout Eio 
Janeiro. We reached near the snmmit what was called the 
emperor's coffee-plantation, where we saw oofEee-berries in their 
Tftrions stages, and the scafEolds on which the berries were dried 
before being cleaned. The coffee-tree reminded me of the red 
haw-trce of Ohio, and the berries were somewhat like those of 
the same tree, two grains of coffee hom^ inclosed in one berry. 
These were dried and cleaned of the husk by hand or by ma- 
chinery. A short, steep ascent from this place carried us to the 
sommiti from which is beheld one of the most picturesque views 
om eardi. The Organ Mountains to the west and north, the 
ocean to the east, the bity of Bio with its red-tiled houses at our 
feet, and the entire harbor like a map spread out, with innumer- 
able bright valleys, make up a landscape that cannot be described 
by niere words. This spot is universally "snsited by strangers, 
and has often been described. After enjoying it innneasurably, 
we returned to the city by another route, tired but amply repaid 
bj our long walk. 

In due time all had been done that was requisite, and the 
Lexington put to sea and resumed hw Toyage. In October we 
approached Cape Horn, the first land descried was Staten Isl- 
and, white with snow, and the ship seemed to be aiming for 
the channel to its west, straits of Le Maire, but her course was 
changed and wo passed around to the east. In time we saw 
Cape Ilorn; an island rounded like an oven, after wliich it 
takes its name {Ornos) oven. Here we experienced very rough 
weather, buffeting about under storm stay-sails, and spending 
nearly a month before the wind favored our passage and enabled 
the course of the ship to be changed for Valparaiso. One day 
we sailed pi^rallel with a French sloop-of-war, and it was sublime 
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to watch the two ships rising and faUing in those long deep 
sweUs of the ooean. All the time we were followed bj the 
usqaI laige flocks of Oape-pigeonB and alhatroesea of everj cdor. 
The former resemhled the oommon bam-pigeon exactly, hat are 

in fact gulls of beautiful and varied colors, mostly dove-color. 
We caught many with iisliing-lines baited with pork. We also 
took in the same way many albatrosses. The white ones are 
very large, and their down is equal to tliat of the swan. At last 
Cape Ilorn and its swelling seas were left behind, and wo 
reached Valparaiso in about axty days from Bio. We anchored 
in the open roadstead, and spent there about ten day% visiting 
all the usual places of interest, its foietop, main-top, mizsen-top, 
etc. HflUeck and Ord went up to Santiago, the capital of Chili, 
souie sixty miles inland, but I did not go. Valparaiso did not 
impress me favorably at all. Seen from the sea, it looked like 
a long strint]^ of houses along the narrow beach, surmoimted 
with red banks of earth, with little verdure, and no trees at alL 
I^orthward the space widened out somewhat, and gaye room for 
a plaza, but the mass of houses in that quarter were poor. We 
were there in Kovember, corresponding to our eaxiy spring, and 
^e enjoyed the huge strawberries which abounded. The Inde- 
pendence frigate, C(Hnmodore Shubrick, came in while we were 
there, having overtaken us, bound also for California. AVe met 
there also the sloop-of-war Levant, from Califoniia, and from 
tlie oflicers heard of many of the events that had transpired 
about the time the navy, under Commodore Sloat, had taken 
possession of the country. 

All the necessary supplies being renewed in Valparaiso, the 
voyage was resumed. For nesrly forty days we had uninterrupted 
favorable winds, being in the ^ trades,'' and, having settled down 
to sailor habits, time passed without notice. We had brought 
with us all the books vvc could find in I^ew York altoul Califor- 
nia, and had read them over and over again: Wilkes's "Explor- 
ing Expedition ; " Dana's " Two Years before tlie ]\rnst;" and 
Eorbes'a " Account of the Missions." It was generally under- 
stood we were bound for Monterey, then the capital of Upper 
California. We knew, of course, that General Kearney was en 
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fwUe for the same oonntiy overland; that Eremont was thea* 
with his exploring party ; that the narf had already taken pos 
Beeeion, and that a r^ment of volnnteers, Stevenson's^ was to 

follow lis from Xuw York; but nevertheless we were impatient 
to reach our destination. About the middle of January the ship 
bogjin to approach the California coast, of which the captain 
was dolj cautious, because the Eoglish and Spanish charts dif 
fered some fifteen miles in the longitude, and on all the charts 
a cnfient of two nulee an honr was indicated northward along 
the coast. At laat land wag made one morning, and here 
occurred one of those accidents so provoking after a long and 
fedions voyage. Macomb, the master and regular navigator, 
had made the correct observations, but Nicholson during the 
night, by an observation on the nortli star, put the ship some 
twenty miles farther south than was the case by the regular 
reckoning, so that Captain Bailey gave directions to alter the 
oonrse of the ship more to the north, and to follow the coast 
npi and to keep a good lookout for Point Pinos that marks the 
location of Monterey Bay. The nsual north wind slackened, so 
that when noon allowed Macomb to get a good ohservation, it 
was found that we were north of Afio Nuevo, the northern 
headland of Monterey Bay. The ship was put abuiit, ])ut little 
by little arose one of those southeast storms so euiumun on the 
coast in winter, and we buffeted about for se\ era! days, cursing 
tliat unfortunate observation on the north star, for, on first 
ffightF?ig the coast, had we turned for Monterey, instead of away 
to the north, we wonld have heen snugly andhored before the 
storm. Bat the southeaster abated, and the usual northwest 
wind came out again, and we sailed steadily down into the 
roadstead of Monterey Bay. This is shaped somewhat like a 
fibh-hook, the barb being the harbor, the point being Point 
Pinos, the southern headland. Slowly the land came out of the 
yyater, the liigh mountains about Santa Cruz, the low beach of 
the Salinas, and the strongly-marked ridge terminating in the 
0ea in a point of dark pine-trees. Then the line of whitewashed 
houses of adobe, backed by the groves of dark oaks, resembling 
old apple-trees ; and then we saw two vessels anchored dose to 
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the town. One was a small merchant-bi ig and another a larg-e 
ship apparently dismasted. At last we saw a boat coming out . 
to meet ns, and wlien it came alongside, we were surprised to 
find lieutenant Henrj Wise, master of the Independence 
frigatOi that we had left at Ydparaiso. Wise had come off to 
pilot ns to our anchorage. While giving orders to the man at 
the wheel, he, in his peculiar fluent style, told to us, gathered 
about him, that the Independence had biiilcd from \'alparaiso a 
week after us and had been in Monterey a week ; that the Cali- 
fornians had broken out into an insurrection; that the naval 
lleet under Commodore Stockton was all down the coast about 
San Diego; that General Kearney had reached the cOQntiyi but 
had had a severe battle at San Fascual, and had been worsted, 
losmg several officers and men, himself and otiiers wounded ; 
that war was then going on at Los Angeles; that the whole 
country was "full of guerrillas, and that recently at Yerba Buena 
the alcalde, Lieutenant Lartlett, United States Nav-y, while out 
after cattle, had been lassoed, etc., etc. Indeed, in the short 
space of tlnie that Wise was piloting our ship in, he told na 
more news than we could have learned on shore in a week, and, 
being unfamiliar with the great distances, we imagined that we 
should have to debark and begin fighting at once. Swords were 
brought outy.guns oiled and made ready, and eveiy thing was in 
a bustle when the old Lexington dropped her anchor on January 
26, 184:7, in Monterey Bay, after a voyage of one hundred and 
ninety-eight days from Kew York. Every thing on shore 
looked bright and beautiful, the hills covered witli grass and 
flower.^, the live-oaks so serene and homelike, and the low adobe 
houses, with red-tiled roofs and whitened walls, contrasted well 
with the dark pine-trees behind, making a decidedly good im- 
pression upon us who had come so far to spy out the land. 
Nothing could be more peaceful in its looks than Monterey in 
January, 1847. We.had already made the acquaintance of Com- 
modore Shubrick and the officers of the Independence in Yal- 
parai^o, so that we again met as old friends. Immediate prep- 
arations were made for landing, and, as I was quartermaster and 
commissary, I had plenty to do. There was a small wharf and 
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an adobe cnstom-honse in posseesion of the navy ; also a bar* 
raek of two atorie^ occupied by eome marine^ commanded bj 
Xientenant Maddoz; and on a bill to the west of the town 
had been bnilt a two-etory block-hooBe of hewed logs occupied 
by a goard of sailors under command of Lieutenant Baldwin, 
United States Xavy. Kot a single modern wa*^^au or cart was 
to be had in Monterey, nothing but the old Mexican cart with 
wooden wheels, drawn by two or three pairs of oxen, yoked by 
the horns. A man named Tom Cole liad two or more of these, 
and ho came into immediate requisition. The United States 
consul, and moat prominent man there at the time, was Thomas 
O. Larkin, who had a store and a pretty good two-story house 
occupied by his family. It was soon determined that our com- 
pany was to land and encamp on the hill at the block-house, 
and we were also to have possession of the warehouse, or 
ciistoiu-liouse, for storage. The company was landed on the 
wharf, and we all marched in full dress with knapsacks and 
arms, to the hill and relieved the guard under Lieutenant Bald- 
win. Tents and camp-equipage were hauled up, and soon the 
camp was established. I remained in a room at the custom- 
house, where I could superintend the landing of the stores and . 
their proper distribution. I had brought out from New York 
twenty thousand dollars commissary funds, and eight thousand 
dollars quartermaster funds, and as the ship contained about 
Fix months' supply of provisions, also a saw-mill, grist-mill, and 
almost every thing needed, "wo were soon established comfort- 
ably. We ibund the people of Monterey a mixed set of Ameri- 
cans, native Mexicans, and Indians, about one thousand all 
told. They were kind and pleasant, and seemed to have noth* 
ing to do, except such as owned ranches in the country for the 
rearing of horses and cattle. Horses could be bought at any 
price from four dollars up to sixteen, but no horse was ever 
valued above a doubloon or Mexican oimce (sixteen dollars). 
Cattle cost eight dollars lifty cents for the best, and this made 
beef net about two cents a pound, but at that time nobody 
bought beef by the pound, but by the carcass. 

Game of all kinds— eLk« deer, wild geese, and ducks— was 
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abundant; but cofEee^ 0ngai| and small stores^ were tare and 

There were some balf-dosen shops or stores, but th^ shelVes 
were empty. The people were Tcrj fond of riding, dancing 
and of shows of any khid. The young fellows took great de- 
light in showing off tliclr horsemanship, and would dash along, 
picking up a half-dollar from the ground, stop their horses in 
full cari'cr and turn about on the space of a bullock's hide, aud 
their skill with the lasso was certainly wonderful. At full 
speed they oould cast their lasso about the horns of a bull, or so 
throw it as to catch any particular foot. These fellows would 
work all day on horseback in driving cattle or catching wild- 
horses for a mere nothing, but all the money offered would not 
have hired one of them to walk a mile. The girls were very 
fond of dancing, and they did dance gracefully and well. Every 
Sunday, regularly, we IkkI a haile, or dance, and sometimes in- 
terspersed through tlie week. 

I remember very well, soon after our arrival, that we were 
all invited to witness a play called ''Adam and Eve.'' Eve was 
personated by a pretty young girl known a.s Dolores Gomez, who, 
hdwever, was dressed very unlike Eve, for she was covered with 
a petticoat and spangles, Adam was personated by her brother 

, the same who has smoe become somewhat famous as 

the person on whom is foonded the McGkurahan daim. God 
Almighty was personated, and heaven's occupants seemed very 
human. Yet the play was pretty, interesting, and elicited uni- 
versal applause. All the montli of February we were by day pre- 
paring for our long stay in the country, and at night making the 
most of the balls and parties of the most primitive kind, picking 
up a smattmag of Spaniab, and extending our aoquaintanoe 
with the people and the cofHmbres dd j^aia, I can well 
recall that Ord and I, impatient to look inland, got peimisslon 
and started for the Ifission of San Juan Bautista. Mounted on 
horses, and with our carbines, we took the road by El Toro, quite 
a jM'ominent hill, around which passes the road to the south, 
following the Salina?? or ^Monterey T?Iver. After about twenty 
miles over a sandy ooontiy covered with oak-boshes and scrubg 
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we entered quite a pretty valley in which there was a ranch at 
the foot of the Tora Besting there a while and getting some in* 
formation, we again started in the direction of a moontain to the 
north of the Saltnas, called the Gavillano. It was quite dark 

wLeii we reached the Salinas Iliver, which we attempted to pass 
at several points, but found it full of water, and the quicksands 
were bad. Hearing tlie bark of a dog, we changed our course 
in that direction, and, on hailing, were answered bj voices 
which directed us where to cross. Our knowledge of tlie lau- 
goage was limited, but we managed to understand, and to flounder 
through the sand and water, and reached a small adobe-house on 
the banks of the Salinas, where we spent the night. The hoose 
was a angle room, without floor or glass; only a rude door, 
and window with bars. Xot a particle of food but meat, yet 
the man and woman entertained us with the lan«rua":c of lords, 
put theniselvcF!, their liou.se, and every thing, at our "disposi- 
tion,'' an<i made little barefoot children dance for our entertain- 
ment. We made our supper of beef, and slept on a bullock's 
hide on the dirt-floor. In the morning we crosBed the Salinas 
Plain, about fifteen nules of level ground, taking a shot ocea- 
sionall J at wild-geese, which abounded there, and entering the 
well-wooded valley that comes out from the foot of the Gavil- 
lano. We had cruised about all day, and it was almost dark 
when we reached the house of a Senor Gomez, father of tliuse 
who at Monterey had performed the parts of Adam and Eve. 
His hou.«H3 was a two-fitory adobe, and had a fence in front It 
was situated well up among the foot-hills of the Gavillano, and 
could not be seen until within a few yards. We hitched our 
horses to the fence and went>in just as Gomez was about to sit 
down to a tempting supper of stewed hare and tortillas. We 
were officers and cdbaUeros and could not be ignored. After 
turning our horses to grass, at his invitation we juiiied him at 
supper. The allowance, thouLrh ample for one, was rather short 
for three, and I thought the Spanish grandiloquent ])olitene83 
of Gomez, who was fat and old, was not over-cordial. How- 
ever, down we sat, and I was helped to a dish of rabbit, with 
what I thought to be an abundant sauce of tomato. Taking a 
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good monihful, I felt as tkongh I bad taken liquid fire; the 
tomato was eMlc eoiarado^ or red pepperi of the purest kind. 
It nearly killed lae, and I saw Gomez's eyes twinkki for he saw 
that his share of supper was increased. I contented myself 

w ith bits of the meat, and an abundant supply of tortillas. 
Ord was better case-liardeued, and stood it better. We staid at 
Goiriez's that night, sleeping, as all did, on the ground, and ihe 
next morning we crossed the bill by the bridle-path to the old 
Mission of San Juan Bautista. Tlio Mission was in a beautiful 
vallej, very level, and bounded on all sides by hills. The plain 
was covered with wild-grasses and mustard, and had abundant 
water. Cattle and horses were seen in all directions, and it was 
manifest that the priests who first occupied the country were 
good judges of land. It was Sunday, and all the people, about 
a hundred, had come to church from the countiy* round al)uut. 
Ord was somewhat of a Catholic, and entered the cliurch with 
his clanking spurs and kneeled down, attracting the attention 
of all, for he had on the uniform of an American officer. As 
soon as church was out, all rushed to the various sports. I saw 
the priest, with his gray robes tucked up, playing at billiards, 
others were cock-fighting, and some at horse-racing. My horse 
had become lame, and I resolved to buy another. As soon as it was 
known that I wanted a horse, several came for me, and displayed 
their horses by dashing past and haiding them up short. There 
was a fine black stallion that attracted my notice, and, after 
trying liim myself, I concluded a purchase. I left with the 
seller my own lame horse, which he was to bring to me at !Mon- 
terey, when I was to pay him ten dollars for the other. The 
• Mission of San Juan bore the marks of hi^ prosperity at a for* 
mer period, and had a good pear-orchard just under the plateau 
where stood the church. After spending the day, Ord and I 
returned to Monterey, about thirty-tivc miles, by a shorter route. 
Thus passed the month of February, and, though there were no 
mails or regular expresses, we heard occasionally from Yerba 
Buena and Sutter's Fort to the north, and fi'om the army and 
navy about Los Angeles at the south. We also knew that a 
quarrel had grown up at Los Angeles, between Gteneral Kearney, 
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Oolonel Fremont, and Commodore Stockton, as to the right to 
control ftffidrs in California. Kearney had with him 011I7 the 

fragments of the two conipanios of dragoons," which liad come 
across from !New Mexico with him, aud had been handled very 
roughly by Don Andreas Pico,- at San Pascual, in which en- 
gagement Captains Moore and Johnson, aud Lieutenant Ham- 
mond, were killed, and Kearney Kimi^lf wonnded. There re- 
mained with him Colonel Sword% qnartermaster; Captain H. S. 
Tnmer, First Dragoona; Captains Emory and Warner, Topo* 
graphical Engineers ; Assistant Snigeon Gri£Sn, and Lieutenant 
J. "W". Davidson. Fremont had marched down from the north 
with a battalion of volunteers; Commodore Stockton had 
marched up from San Diego to Los Angeles, with Geneiiil 
Kearney, his dragoons, and a battalion of sailors and marines, 
and was soon joined there by i'remont, and they jointly received 
the sorrender of the insurgents under Andreas Pico. 'We also 
knew that General E. B. Mason had been ordered to California; 
that Colonel John D. Stevenson was coming ont to California 
with a regiment of Kew York Yolnnteers; that Conmiodore 
8hnbrick had orders also from Ae Kavy Department to control 
matters afloat; that General Kearney, by vii'tue of liis rank, liad 
the right to control all the land-forces in the service of the United 
States; and that Fremont claimed the same rii^ht by virtue of a 
letter he had received from Colonel Benton, then a Senator, and 
a man of great iniiuence with Polk's Administration. So that 
among the yonnger officers the qnery was very natural, " Who the 
devil is Gk>vemor of Cdifonua?" One day I was on hoard the 
Independence frigate, duiing with the ward-room officers, when 
a war-vessel was reported in the offing, which in due time was 
made out to be the Cyanc, Captain DiiPont. After dinner, we 
were all on deck, to watch the new arrival, the ships meanwhile 
exchanging signals, which were interj>reted that General Keaiuey 
was on board. As the Cyane approached, a boat was sent to 
meet her, with Commodore Shnbrick's flag-oilicer. Lieutenant 
Lewifl^ to carry the nsnal meBsages, and to invite G^eral Kearney 
to come on board the Independence as the guest of Commodore 
Shubiick. Quite a number of officers were on deck, among them 
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Lieateoftiits Wise^ Montgomery Lewis, WilHam Ghapmaii, and 
others, noted witB and wags of the navy. In dne time the Cyane 

anchored close bv, and our boat was seen returning with a stran- 
prer in the stern-Bheets, clothed in army-blue. As the boat came 
nearer, we saw that it was General Kearney with an old dragoon 
coat on, and an army-cap, to which the general had added the 
broad vhor^ cut from a fall-dress hat, to shade his face and eyea 
against the glaring snn of the Gila region. Chapman ex- 
claimed: **Fellow8y the problem is solved; there is the grand- 
vizier (visor) by G— ^ t Re is Governor of Calif omia.'^ 

All hands received the general with great heartiness, and he 
soon passed ont of our sight into the comraodore^s cabin. Be- 
• tween Commodore Shubrick and General Kearney existed from 
that time forward the greatest harmony and good feeling, and 
no further trouble existed as to the controlling power on the Pa- 
cific coast. General Kearney had dispatched from San Diego 
his qnartermasteri Colonel Swords, to the Sandwich Islands, to 
purchase clothing and stores for his men, and had come np to 
Monterey, bringing with him Tomer and Warner, leaving Emoiy 
and the company of dragoons below. He was delighted to find 
a fidl strong company of artillery, subject to his orders, well 
supplied with clothing and money in all respects, and, in noli to 
the disgust of our Captain Tompkins, he took half of his com- 
pany clothing and part of the money held by me for the relief 
of his worn-out and almost naked dragoons left behind at Los 
Angeles. In a few days he moved on shore, took up his quarters 
at Larkin's house, and established his headquarters, with Captain 
Turner as his adjutant-genersL One day Touner and Warner were 
at my tent, and, seeing a store-box full of socks, drawers, and calico 
shirts, of which I had laid in a three years' supply, and of ^\ hie h 
they had none, made known to me their wants, and I told them 
to help themselves, which Turner and AVarner did. The latter, 
however, insisted on paying me the cost, and from that date to 
this Turner and I have boon close friends. Warner, poor fellow, 
was afterward killed by Indians. Things gradually came into 
shape, a semi-monthly courier line was established from Yerbar 
Buena to San Diego, and we were thus enabled to keep pace 
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with events throughout the country. In March Stevenson's 
rejriment arrived. Colonel ^Iii^on also arrived by sea from 
Callao in tlie Ptorc-sliip iu-ie, and P. St. George Cooke's bat- 
talion of Mormons reached San Luis Rev. A. J. Smith and 
Geoi^e Stonemaii were with him, and were assigned to the cora- 
panj of dragoons at Lo3 Angeles. All tliese troops and the 
navy r^rded €leneral Keamej as the rightful oomniandery 
though Fremont still remained at Los Angeles, styling himself as 
Governor, issning orders and holding his battalion of California 
Volunteers in apparent defiance of General Kearney. Colonel 
^Fason and Major Turner were sent down by ?ca with a pay- 
master, with muster-rolls and ordei*s to muster this battalion into 
the service of the United States, to pay and then to muster them 
oat ; but on their reaching Los Angeles Fremont would not con- 
sent to it, and the controversy became so angry that a challenge 
was believed to have passed between Mason and Fremon^ but 
the dnel never came about Turner rode up by land in four or 
five days, and Fremont, becoming alarmed, followed him, as we 
supposed, to overtake him, but he did not succeed. On Fre- 
iiiont's arriv[d at Monterey, he camped in a tent al>oiit a mile out 
of town and called on General Kearney, and it wa.s reported that 
the latter threatened him very severely and ordered him back to 
Los Angeles immediately, to disband his volunteers, and to cease 
the exercise of authority of any kind in the country. Feeling a 
natural curiosity to see Fremont, who was then quite famous by 
reason of his recent explorations and the stiU more recent conflicts 
with Kearney and Mason, I rode out to his camp, and found him 
in a conical tent with one Captain Owens, who was a mountain- 
eer, trapper, etc., but originally from Zanesville, Ohio. I spent 
an hour or so with Fremont in his tent, took some tea with him, 
and left, without being much impressed with hini. In due time 
Colonel Swords returned from the Sandwich Islands and re- 
lieved me as quartermaster. Captain William G. Marcy, son of 
the Secretary of War, had also come out in one of Stevenson's 
ships as an assistant commissary of subsistence, and was stationed 
at Monterey and relieved me as commissary, so that I reverted 
to the condition of a company-officer. While acting as a staff- 
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officer I bad lived at the custom-hoasc in Monterey, but when 
relieved I took a tent in line with the other oompany-ofiScers on 
the hill) where we had a mess. 
' Stevenson's regiment reached San Franciflco Bay early in 

March, 1847. Three companies were stationed at the Presidio 
under Major James A. llardie; one company (IJrackett's) at So 
iioma ; tlircc, under Colonel Stevenson, at Monterey; and three, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Burton, at Santa Barbara. One day 
I was down at the headquarters at Larkin^s house, when General 
Kearney remarked to me that he was going down to Los Angeles 
in the ship Lexington, and wanted me to go along as his aide. 
Of conrse this was most agreeable to me. Two of Stevenson's 
companies, with the headquarters and the colonel, were to go 
also. Tliey embarked, and early in May we sailed for San 
Pedro. Before embarking, the United States line-of-battle-ship 
Cohnubus had reached the coast from China with Commodore 
Biddle, whose rank gave him the supreme command of the navy 
on the coast. lie was busy in calling in — "lassooing" — from 
the land-service the various naval officers who under Stockton 
had been doing all sorts of military and civil service on shore. 
Eiiowing that I was to go down the coast with General Kear- 
ney, he sent for me and handed me two unsealed parcels ad- 
dressed to Lieutenant "W^ilson, United States Navy, and Major 
Gillespie, United States Marines, at Los Angeles. These were 
written orders pretty much in these words : " On receipt of this 
order you wiU repair at once on board the United States ship 
Lexington at San Pedro, and on reaching Monterey yon will 
report to the nndersignecL — Ja^ies Biddle." Of course, I ex- 
ecuted my part to the letter, and these officers were duly laa- 
sooed.'' We sailed down the coast with a fair wind, and anchored 
inside the kelp, abreast of Johnson's house. Messages were forth- 
with dispatched up to Los Angeles, twenty miles off, and prepa- 
rations for horses made for us to ride up. We landed, and, us 
Kcai neyhold to my arm in ascending the pteep path up the 
bluil, ho remarked to himself, rather than to me, that it wag 
Bt range that Fremont did not want to return north by the Lex- 
ington on account of sea-sickness, but preferred to go by land 
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over five Imndred miles. The younger officers liad been diseass-. 

ing what the general would do with Fremont, who was supposed 
to be in a state of mutiny. Some tboii^ut he would be tried and 
sbot, some that he would be carried back in irons; and all agreed 
tliat if any one else than Fremont had put on such aii^, and had 
acted as he had done, Kearney would have shown him no mercy, 
for he was regarded as the strictest sort of a disciplinariaiu We 
had a pleasant ride across the plain which lies between the sea- 
shore and Los Angeles, which we reached in abont three honrs^ 
the infantry following on foot. We fonnd Colonel P. St 
George Cooke living at the house of a Mr. Prj^or, and the com- 
pany of dragoons, with A. J. Smith, Davidson, Stoncman, and 
Dr. Griffin, quartered in an adobe-houso close by. Fremont held 
his court in the only two-story frame-house in the place. After 
some time spent at Pr^'^oi-'s house. General Iveamey ordered me to 
call on Fremont to notify him of his arrival, and that he desired 
to see him. I walked round to the house which had been pointed 
out to me as his, inquired of a man at the door if the colonel 
was in, was answered ^ Yes," and was conducted to a large room 
on the second floor, where very soon Fremont came in, and I 
delivered my message. As I was on the point of leaving, he in- 
quired where I was going to, and I answered that I was going 
back to Pry or' s house, where the general was, when he remarked 
that if I would wait a moment he would go along. Of course 
I waited, and he soon joined me, dressed much as a Califomian, 
withijthe peculiar high, broad-brimmed hat, with a fancy cord, 
and we walked together back to Piyoi's, where I left him with 
General Kearney. We spent several days very pleasantly at 
Los Angeles, then, as now, the chief pueblo of tlie south, famous 
for its grapes, fruits, and wines. There was a hill close to the 
town, from which we had a perfect view of the place. The sur- 
rounding country is level, utterly devoid of trees, except the 
willows and cotton-woods that line the Los Angeles Creek and 
the aoequiasy or ditches, which lead from it. The space of ground 
cultivated in vineyards seemed about five miles by one, embrac- 
ing the town. Every house had its indosure of vineyfud, which 
resembled a miniature orchard, the vines being very old, ranged 
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in rowB, trimmed yeiy doee, with irrigating ditches bo ananged 
that a stream of water could be direrted between each row of 

vines. The Los Angeles and San Gabriel Kivers are fed by 
melting gnows from a range of monntains to the east, and the 
quantity of cultivated land depends upon the amount of water. 
This did not 6eem to be veiy large ; but the San Grabriel Blvery 
close by, was represented to contain a larger Tolmne of water, 
affording the means of greatly enlarging the space for cnltiTalioxu 
The climate was so moderate that oranges, figs, pomegranatesy 
etc, were generally to be fonnd in erery yard or inclosnre. 

At tlie time of our visit, General Kearney was making lii^ 
preparations to return uvLrlaiid to the United States, and he 
arranged to secure a volunteer escort out of the battalion of 
Mormons that was then stationed at San Luis Rey, under Colonel 
Cooke and a Major Hunt. This battalion was only enlisted for 
one year, and the time for their discharge was approaching^ and 
it was generally nnderBtood that the majorily of the men wanted 
to be disoharged bo as to join the Mormons who had halted at 
8alt Lake, bnt a lieutenant and abont forty men volonteered to 
return to Missouri as the escort of General Kcamev. These 
were mounted on mules and horses, and I was appointed to con- 
duct them to Monterey by land. Leaving the party at Los 
Angeles to follow by sea in the Lexington, I started with the 
Mormon detachment and traveled by land. "We averaged about 
thirty miles a day, stopped one day at Santa Barbara, where I 
saw Colonel Burton, and so on by the usually trayeled road to 
Monterey, reaching it in about fifteen days, arriving some daja 
in advance of the Lexington. This gave me the best kind of an 
0[)portunity for seeing tlie country, which was very sparsely pop- 
ulated indeed, except by a few families at the various Missions. 
We had no wheeled vehicles, but packed our food and clothing 
on mules driven ahead, and we slept on the ground in the open 
air, the rainy season having passed. Fremont followed me by 
land in a few days, and, by the end of May, General Kearney 
was an ready at Monterey to take his departure, leaving to 
succeed him in command Colonel B. R Mason, First Dragoons. 
Our Captain (Tompkins), too, had become discontented at his 
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geparation jErom liis family, tendered liis resignation to General 
Keamej, and availed kimself of a sailing-vessel bound for Callao , 
to reach the East. Colonel Maacfa selected zoe aa his adjatant- 
general ; and on the Teiylast day of May General EeamejyWith 
his Hoxmon escort, with Colonel Cooke, Colonel Swords 
(quartermaster), Captain Turner, and a naval ofScer, Captain 
Radford, took his departure for the East overland, leaving us 
in full possession of California and its fate. Fremont also left 
California with General Xeaniey, and with him departed aU 
cause of confusion and disorder in the country. From that time 
forth no one could dispute the authority of Colonel Mason as in 
command of all the United States forces on ehorey while the 
senior naval officer had a like control afloat* This was Com« 
modore James Biddle, who had reached the station from China 
in the Columbus, and he in turn was succeeded by Commodore 
T. Ap Catesby Jones iu tlie liue-of-battlc-ship Ohio. At that 
time Monterey was our headquarters, and the naval commander 
for a time remained there, but subsequently San Francisco Bay 
became tlie chief naval rendezvous. 

Colonel K. B. Mason, First Dragoons, was an officer of greai 
experience^ of stem eharactery deemed by some harsh and serere^ 
but in all my interconrse with him he was kind and agreeable. 
He had a large fnnd of good sense, and, dnring onr long period 
of service tugetlier, I enjoyed his xniliinitcd confidence. He 
had been in his day a splendid shot and hunter, and often enter- 
tained me with characteristic anecdotes of Taylor, Twiggs, 
Worth, Harney, Martin Scott, etc., etc, who were then in 
Mexico, gaining a national fame. California had settled down 
to a condition of absolute repose, and we naturally repined at our 
fate in bemg so remote from the war inMezioo, where our com- 
rades were reaping large honors. Mason dwelt in a house not 
far from the Custom-House, with Captain Lanman, United States 
Xavy; I had a small adobe-house back of Larkin's. Halleck 
and Dr. Murray had a small log-house not far off. The company 
of artillery was still on the hill, under the conmaand of Lieu- 
tenant Ord, engaged in building a fort whereon to mount the 
guns we had brought out in the Lexington, and also in con- 
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stmcting quarters ont of liewn pine-logs for the men. Lienten- 
ant Minor, a yery dever young officer, had taken yiolentlj sick 
and died about the tune I got back from Lob Angeles, leaTing 
Lientenants Ord and Loeser alone with the company, with Aa- 

tii^tant-Surgcoii liobcrt J^Iiu'my. Captain William G. !Marey 
was the quartermaster and commissary. Xaglee's company of 
Stevenson's regiment had hcen mounted and was sent out 
against tlie Indians in the San Joaquin Yalley, and Shannon's 
company occupied the barracks. ^Shortly after General Keamety 
had gone East, we f oimd an order of his on record, lemoTing one 
]£r. Kash, the Alcalde of Sonoma, and appointing to his place 
ez-Govemor L. W. Boggs. A letter came to Colonel and Got 
emor Mason from Boggs, whom he had porsonallj known In 
Mibsourij complaining that, though ho had been appointed 
alcalde, tlio then incumbent (Xash) utterly denied Kearney's 
right to remove him, because he had been elected by the peo- 
ple under the proclamation of Commodoro Sloat, and refused to 
surrender his oiGce or to account for his acts as alcalde. Such 
a proclamation had been made by Commodore Sloat shortly 
after the first occupation of California, announcing that the 
people were free and enlightened American dtizens, entitled to 
all the rights and priyileges as sncih, and among them the right 
to elect their own officers, etc.'' The people of Sonoma to^vn ant" 
valley, soiikj furty or fifty immigrants from the United States, 
and very few native Califomians, had elected Mr. Xash, and, as 
stated, he refused to recognize the right of a mere military 
commander to eject him and to appoint another to his place. 
Neither General Keameiy nor Mason had much respect for this 
kind of buncombe^'' bnt assumed the true doctrine that Cali- 
fornia was yet a Mexican province, held by right of conquest, 
that the military commander was held responsible to the conn- 
try, and that the province should be held in statu qtco until a 
treaty of peace. Tliis letter of Boiri^s was therefore referred to 
Captain Brackett, whose company was statiuued at Sonoma, with 
orders to notify Xash that Boggs was the rightful alcalde ; that 
he must quietly surrender his office, with the books and records 
tliereof, and thai he mnst account for any mcneys leceiTed 
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from the eale of tuwii-lots, etc., etc. ; and in the event of refusal 
be (Captaia Brackett) must compel him by the use of force. 
In doe time we got Brackett's answer, saying that the little 
commimily of Sonoma was in a dangerona state of efiEervesoenoe 
caused by bis orders ; that Kaab was backed by most of the 
Americans there who bad come across from Missouri with 
American ideas; that as he (Brackett) was a volunteer offi- 
cer, likely to be soon discharged, and as he designed to settle 
there, he asked in consequence to he excused from the execu- 
tion of this (to him) unpleasant duty. Such a request, com- 
ing to an old soldier like Colonel Mason, aroused his wrath, 
and be would have proceeded rough-shod against Bi^ett, who, 
by-the-way, was a West Point graduate^ and ongbt to bare 
known better ; but I suggested to the colonel that, the case being 
a test one, he bad better send me np to Sonoma, and I would 
settle it quick enough. He then gave me an order to go to 
Sonoma to carry out the instructions already given to Brackett. 

I took one soldier with me, Private Barnes, with four 
horses, two of which we rode, and the other two we drove 
ahead* The first day we reached Gilroy's and camped by a 
stream near three or fonr adobe-huts known as Gilroy's ranch. 
The next day we passed Mnrphy's, San Josd, and Santa 
Clara Mission, camping some four miles beyond, where a Mnd 
of bole bad been dug in the gronnd for water. The whole of 
this distance, now so beautifully improved and settled, was 
then scarcely occupied, except by poor ranches producing 
horses and cattle. Thej>ucllo of San Jos6 was a string of low 
adobe-houses festooned with red peppers and garlic; and the 
Mission of Santa Clara was a dilapidated concern, with its 
church and orchard. The long line of poplar-trees lining the 
road from San Jos6 to Santa Clara bespoke a ibrmor period 
when the priests had mled the land. Just about dark I was 
lying on the gronnd near the well, and my soldier Barnes had 
watered our Iiorses and j)ickcted them to grass, when we heard 
a horse cmshing his way through the high mustard-bushes 
whieli filled the plain, and soon a man came to us to inquire if 
we had seen a saddle-horse pass up the road. We explained to 
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him what we bad heard, and he went ofiT in pursuit of his 
horse. Before dark he came back unsncceBsful, and gave his 
name as Bidwelli the same gentleman who has since been a 
member of Congress, who is married to Miss Kennedy, of 
Washington City, and now lives in princely style at Chicg^ 
California. 

He e.\j»IaincJ that he was a surveyor, and had been in the 
lower country engaged in surveying land ; that the horse had 
escaped liim with liis saddle-bags containing all liis notes aud 
papers, and some six hundred dollars in money, all the money 
he had earned. lie spent the night with ns on the ground, 
and the next morning we left him there to continue the search 
for his horse, and I afterward heard that he had found his 
saddle-bags all right, but never recovered the horse. The next 
day toward night we approached the Mission of San Francisco, 
and the village of Verba iUiena, tired and wear}' — the wind as 
usual blowing a perfect hurricane, and a more desolate region 
it was impossible to conceive of. Leaving Barnes to work his 
way into the town as best he could with the tired animals, I 
took the freshest horse and rode forward. I fell in with Lieu- 
tenant Fabins Stanley, United States Navy, and we rode into 
Yerba Buena together about an hour before sundown, there be- 
ing nothing but a path from the Mission into the town, deep 
and heavy with drift-sand. My horse could hardly drag one 
foot after the other when we reached the old Hudson Bay 
Company's house, which was then the store of Howard and 
Melius. "There I learned wlici-e Captain Folsom, the quarter- 
master, was to be found. He was staying with a family of the 
name of Grimes, who had a small house back of Howard's storey 
which must have been near where Sacramento Street now 
crosses Kearney. Folsom was a classmate of mine, had oome 
out with Stevenson's regiment as quartermaster, and was at the 
time the chief-quartermaster of the department. His office was 
in the old custom Louse standing at the northwest corner of the 
Plaza. He had hu*ed two warehouses, the only ones tliere at 
the time, of one LiedsdorfF, the principal man of Yerba Buena, 
who also owned the only pubUo>houi»e, or tavern, called the 
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City llotel, on Kearney Street, at the eoutlieast corner of the 
Plassa. I stopped with Jb'olsom at Mrs. Grimes^ and he sent my 
horse, fi8 also the other three when Barnes bad got in atlter 
dark, to a corral where he had a little harley, but no hay. At 
that time nobody fed a horse, bat he was usually turned oat to 
pick sach scanty grass as he coold find on the side-hills. The 
few government horses used in town were nsnally sent ont to 
the Presidio, wlioic the grass was eoiiiewhat better. ' At that 
time (July, 18-17), what is now called San Francisco was called 
Yerba Buena. .A naval ollicer. Lieutenant AVashinirton A. 
JSartlett, its first alcalde, had caused it to be surveyed and laid 
oat into blocks and lots, which were being sold at sixteen dol- 
lars a lot of fifty woNu sqaare; the onderstanding being that 
no single person coold purchase of the alcalde more than one 
in-lotof fifty varas, and one oat-lot of a hundred varas. Fol- 
som, however, had got his clerks, orderlies, etc., to buy lots, 
and they, for a small consideration, conveyed them to him, so 
that he was nominally the owner of a good many lots. Lieu- 
tenant ITalleclv had bought one of each kind, and so had AVar- 
ner. Many naval officers had also invested, and Captain Folsoin 
advised me to bay some, but I felt actually insulted that he 
flhonld thlok me sach a fool as to pay monqy for property In 
snch a horrid place as Yerba Baena, especially ridicaHng his 
qaarter of the city, <hen called Happy Valley. At that day 
Montgomery Street was, as now, the business street, extending 
from Jackson to Sacramento, the water of the bay leaving 
barely room fur a few houses on its east side, and the puljlic 
waroliouses were on a sandy beach about where the Bank of 
Calilbmia now stands, viz., near the intersection of Sansome 
and California Streets. Along Montgomery Street were the 
stores of Howard Mellus^^rank Ward, Sherman & Bnckel, 
Boss & Co., and it may be one or two others. Around the 
Flaza were a few houses, among them the City Hotel and the 
Onstom-Honse, singlenstory adobes with tiled roofs, and they 
were by far tlie most substantial and best hou>c3 in the place. 
The population was estimated at about four hundred, of whom 

Kanakas (natives of the Sandwich Islands) formed the bulk. 
3 
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At the foot of Glaj Street was a small wbarf which small boats 
could reach at high tide; but the principal landing-place was 
where some stones had fallen into the water, about where 

Broadway now intersects Battery Street On the steep blnf! 
above had been excavated, by the navy, durin^^ the year before, 
a bench, whei'eiu were luoiiiited a couple of navy-guns, styled 
the hattery^ which, I suppose, gave name to the street. I ex- 
plained to Folsom the object of my visit, and learned from him 
that he had no boat in which to send me to Sonoma, and that 
the only chance to get there was to borrow a boat from the 
navy. The line-of-battle^hip Golmnbns was then lying at 
anchor off the town^ and he said if I wonld get up early the 
next morning I conld go off to her in one of the marhet-hohtB. 

Accordingly, I was up bright and early, down at the whart*, 
found a boat, and went olf to the Columbus to see Commodore 
Biddle. On reaching the ship and stating to the officer of the 
deck my business, I was shown into the commodore's cabin, and 
Boon made known to him my object. Biddle was a small-aized 
man, but vivacions in the ^tieme. He had a perfect contempt 
for all hunbng> and at once entered into the business with ex- 
treme alacrity. I was somewhat amused at the importance he 
attached to the step, vile had a chaplain, and a private secre- 
tary, in a small room latticed off from his c.ibin, and he lirst 
called on them to go out, and, when we were alone, he en- 
larged on the folly of Sloat's proelni nation, giving the people 
the right to elect their own otticers, and commended Kear- 
ney and Mason for nipping that idea in the bud, and keep- 
mg the power in their own hands. He then sent for the first 
lieutenant (Drayton), and inquired if there were among the 
officers on board any who had ever been in the Upper Bay, and 
learning that there was a midshipman (Whittakcr) he was sent 
for. It so happened that this midshipman had been on a frolic 
on shore a few nights before, and was accordingly much fright- 
ened when smnmoned into the commodore's presence, but as 
soon as he was questioned as to his knowledge of the bay, he was 
sensibly relieved, and professed to know every thing about it. 

Accordingly, the long^xmt was ordered with this midship- 
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nun and eight aailon^ prepared with water and provisions for 
several days' absence. Biddle then asked me if I knew any of 
his own officers, and which one of them I would prefer to ac- 
company inc. I knew most of them, and wc settled down on 
Louis McLane. lie was sent for, and it was settled that McLane 
and I were to ccuiduct this impo7*iant missiciii, and the commo- 
dore enjoined on us complete secrecy, fo as to insure success, 
and he especially cautioned us against being pumped by his 
ward-room officers, Chapman, Lewis, Wise, etc., while on board 
his ship. With this injunction I was dismissed to the ward- 
room, where I found Chapman, Lewis, and Wise, dreadfully ex- 
ercised at our profound eecrecy. The fact that McLane and I 
had ]K3en closeted with the commodore for an hour, that orders 
for tlie boat and stores had been made, that the chaplain and 
clerk had been sent out of the cabin, etc., etc., all excited their 
curiosity ; but McLane and I kept our secret well. The general 
impression was, that we had some knowledge about the fate of 
Captain Montgomery's two sons and the crew that had been lost 
the year before. In 1846 Captain Montgomeiy commanded at 
Terba Buena, on board the 8t Mary sloop-of-war, and he had 
a detachment of men stationed np at Sonoma. Occasionally a 
boat was sent up with provisions or intelligence to them. Mont- 
gomery had two sons on board his ship, one a midshipman, tlie 
other his secretary. Having occasion to send some money np 
to SoTioTnn, lie sent his two sons with a good boat and crew. 
The boat started with a strong breeze and a very large sail, was 
watched from the deck until she was out of sight, and has never 
been heard of since. There was, of course, much speculation 
as to their fate, some contending that the boat must have been 
capsised in San Pablo Bay, and that all were lost; others con- 
tending that the crew had murdered the officers for the money, 
and then escaped ; but, so far as I know, not a man of that crew 
has ever becTi seen or heard of since. When at last the boat 
was ready for us, we started, leaving all hands, save the commo- 
dore, impressed with the belief that we were going on some er- 
rand connected with the loss of the missing boat and crew of 
the St. Mary. We sailed directly north, up the bay and across 
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San Pa])]o, reached the mouth of Sonoma Creek about dark, and 
during the night worked up the creek eome twelve milea hj 
means of the tide, to a landing called the Embareadejv. To - 
maintain the secrecy which the commodore had enjoined on ua^ 
McLane and I agreed to keep up tlie delusion by pretending to 
be on a marketing expedition to pick up chiekeiis, pigs, etc., for 
the mess of tlie Columbus, soon to depart for home. 

Leavhig tlie midshipman and four s^iilors to guard tlie boat, 
we started on foot with the other four for Sonoma Town, which 
we soon reached. It was a simple open square, around which 
were some adobe-houses, that of Gleneral Yallejo occupying one 
side. On another was an imfinished two-story adobe building, 
occupied as a barrack by Brackett's company.- We soon found 
Captain Bracket t, and I told him that I intended to tiike Xash a 
prisoner and convey him back to Monterey to answer for his 
mutinous behavior. I <:iA an old sergeant of his company, whom 
I had known in the Third Artillerv, quietly to ascertain tho 
whereabouts of liash, who ^vas a bachelor, stopping with the 
family of a lawyer named Green. The sergeant soon returned, 
saying that Is ash had gone over to Kapa, but would be back 
that evening; so McLane and I went up to a farm of some pre- 
tensions, occupied by one Andreas. Hoepncr, with a pretty Sitka 
wife, who lived a couple of miles above Sonoma, and we bought 
(tf him some clii( ki.iis, pigs, etc. AVe then visited Governor 
IJoggVs family and that of General Yallejo, who was then, as 
now, one of the most prominent and iiilliieutial natives of Cali- 
fornia. About dark I learned that ilash had come back, and 
tlien, giving Brackett orders to have a cart ready at the comer 
of the plaza, McLane and I went to the house of Green. Post- 
ing an armed sailor on each side of the house, we knocked at the 
door and walked in. We found Green, [Nash, and two women, 
at 6uj>]X'r. I inquired if Nash were in, and was first answered 
" No," but one of the women soon pointed to him, and he rose. 
AVe were armed with pistols, and the family was evidently 
alarmed. I walked up to him and to<»k liis arm, and told him 
to come along with me. He asked me, Where and I said, 
Monterey." Why I " I would explain that more at leisure. 
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^ Green put himself between me and the door, and demanded, in 
theatrical style, why I dared arrest a peaceable dtijEen in his 
house. I simply pointed to my pistol, and told him to gdt ont 
of the way, whidh he did. Kash asked to get some clothing, but 

I told hiin lio should "svant for nothing. We passed out, Green 
fullowlug us with loud words, which brought the four sailors to 
tlie front-door, when I told him to hush up or I would takeliim 
prisoner also. About that timo one of the sailors, handliiig his 
pistol carelessly, discharged it, and Green disappeared very sud- 
denly. We took Kash to the cart, pnt him in, and proceeded 
back to onr boat. The next morning we were gone. 
V Kash being ont of the way, Boggs entered on his office, and 
the right to appoint or remove from civil office was never again 
questioned in Califoruia during the military rajlme. Nash was 
an old rnan, and was very much alarmed for his personal safety. 
He had come acro&s the Plains, and had never yet seen the sea. 
While on our way down the bay, I explained fully to him the 
state of things in California, and he admitted he had never looked 
on it in that light before, and professed a willingness to surrender 
his office ; but, having gone so far, I thought it best to take him 
to Monterey. On onr way down the bay the wind was so strong, 
as we approached the Colnmbus, that we had to take refoge be- 
hind Yerba Buena Island, then called Goat Island, where we 
landed, and I killed a gray seal. The next morning, the wind 
being comparatively light, we got out and worked our way 
up to the Columbus, where I left my prisoner on board, and 
went on shore to find Commodore Biddle, who had gone to 
dine with Frank Ward. I found him there, and committed 
l^ash to his chaige, with the request that 'he would send him 
down to Monterey, which he did in the sloop-of-war Dale, Cap- 
tain Selfridge oommandin,^. I then returned to Monterey l>y 
land, and, whentlie 1 ):ile arrived. Colonel Mason and I went on 
board, found i)Oor old ^^fr. Nash half dead with sea-sickness and 
fear, lest Colonel Mason would treat him with extreme military 
rigor. But, on the contrary, the colonel spoke to him kindly, 
released him as a prisoner on his promise to go back to Sono- 
ma, surrender his office to Boggs, and account to him for his 
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acts while in office. He afterward came on ehorey was proTided 
with clothing and a horae^ retamed to Sonoma^ and I never have 
seen him since. • 

Matters and things settled down in Upi)er California, and 
all moved along with peace and harmony. The war still con- 
tinned in Mexico, and the navy authorities resolved to employ 
their time with the capture of Mazatlan and Guaymas. Lower 
Califomia had already l>ecn occupied by two companies of Sto- 
Tenson's regiment, imder Lieutenant-Colonel Barton, who hact 
taken post at La Paz, and a small party of sailors was on shore 
at San Josef, near Cape San Lncas, detached from the Lexington, 
Lientenant-Comraander Bailey. The orders for this occupation 
were made Ly General Kearney before he left, in pursuance 
of instriictiuus from the AVar J )epart im. iit, merely to subserve a 
political end, for there were few or no jKople in Lower Califor- 
nia, which is a miserable, wretched, dried-up peninsula. I 
remember the proclamation made by Bui-ton and Captain Bai- 
ley, in taking possession, which was in the nsnal florid style. 
Bailey signed his name as the senior mmil officer at the station, 
bnt, as it was neoessaiy to pnt it into Spanish to reach the in- 
habitants of the newly-ftcqirired conntry, it was interpreted, 
LI mas antii!;uo de todos lo3 oliciales dc la marina," etc., which, 
literally, is the niost ancient of all the naval otiicers," etc., a 
translation at which we made some fun. 

The expedition to Mazatlan was, however, for a different 
purpose, viz., to get possession of the ports of Mazatlan and 
Geaymas, as a part of the war against Mexico, and not for per- 
manent conquest. 

Commodore Shnbrick commanded this expedition, and took 
Halleck along as his engineer-officer. They captnred Mazatlan 
and Gnaymas, and then called on Coloni 1 >Mason to send soldiers 
down to hold }»osscssion, but he ha<l none to 6])are, and it was 
found impossible to raise other volunteers either in Califomia or 
Oregon, and the navy held tlu^se places by detachments of sail- 
ors and marines till the end of the war. Barton also called for 
reenforoements, and Kaglee's company was sent to him from 
Monterey, and these three companies occupied Lower Calif oniia 
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at the end of the Mexic<an "War. Major Ilardic still coininauded 
at San I'rancisco and above ; Company F, Tliii-d Artiller}-, and 
Shannon's companj of yolunteers, were at Monterey ; Lippett's 
oompanj at Santa Barbara ; (colonel Stevenson, with one com- 
pany of hia regiment, and the company of the Fizst Dragoons, 
was at Loe Angeles ; and a company of Mormons, reSnlisted 
out of the Mormon Battalion, garrisoned San Diego — and thns 
matters went along throughout 1S47 into 184:8. I had occasion 
to make Bcveral trips to Ycrba Buena and back, and in the 
spring of Ib^b Colonel Mason and I went down to Santa Bar- 
bara in the sloop-of-war Dale. 

I spent much time in hunting deer and bear in the mountains 
back of the Carmel Mission, and ducks and geese in the plains 
of the Salinas. As soon as the fall rains set in, the jonng oats 
would sprout up, and myriads of ducks, brant, and geese^ made 
their appearance. In a angle day, or rather in the eyening of 
one day and the morning of the next, I could load a pack-mule 
with geese and ducks. They had grown somewhat wiM from 
the increased number of hunters, yet, by marking well the place 
where a Hock lighted, I could, by taking advantage of guHiea 
or the shape of the ground, creep up within range; and, giving 
one barrel on the ground, and the other as they rose, I haye 
secured aa many as nine at one dischaige. Colonel Mason 
on one occasion killed eleyen geese by one dischaige of small 
shot The seasons in California are well marked. About 
October and November the rains begin, and the whole country, 
plains and mountains, becomes covered with a bright-green grass, 
with endless flowers. The intervals between the rains irive the 
finest weather possil)lc. These rains are less freciueiit in Marcli, 
and cease altogether in April and May, when gradually the grass 
dies and the whole aspect of things changes, first to yellow, then 
to brown, and by midsummer all is burnt up and dry as an ash* 
heap. 

Vwhen G^eral Kearney first departed we took his office at 
Larkin's ; but shortly afterward we had a broad stainvay con- 
Btnicted to lead from the outside to the upper front porch of 
the barracks. By cutting a large door through the adobo-wali. 
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we made the upper room in the centre onr office; and another 
side-room, connected with it by a door, was Colonel Maaon's 
private office. 

had a fiingle clerk, a eoldier named Baden ; and William 

11 r. llartnell, citizen, also had a table in the same room. Ho 
was the govemim^nt.'iiitei'preter, and had clmrge of tlie civil 
areluves. After llalleck's return from ^lazatlan, he was, bj 
Colonel Masou, made Secretary of State ; and lie then had 
charge of the civil archives, including the land-titles, of which 
Fremont first had possession, but whidi had reverted to ns when 
he left the oomitry. 

I remember one day, in the spring of 1848, that two men, 
Americans, came into the office and Inqnired for the Governor. 
I asked their biLsiness, and one answered that they had just come 
do^vn from Captain Sutter on special business, and they wanted 
to see Governor Mason hi j^ersaii. I to(»k tliem in to the colo- 
nel, and left them together. After some time the colonel came 
to his door and called to me. I went in, and my attention was 
directed to a series of papers unfolded on his table, in which 
lay about half an ounce of ^)2a<!i0r^ld. Mason said to me^ 
What is that f " I touched it and examined one or two of the 
larger pieces, and asked, '^Is it gold?" Mason asked me If I 
had ever seen native tiold. I answered that, in ISli, I was 
in Upper (tcorgia, and tliei-e saw some native gold, but it was 
much liner than this, and that it was in phials, or in transpai*ent 
quills ; but I said that, if this were gold, it could be easily tested, 
first, by its malleability, and next by acids. I took a piece in 
my teeth, and the metallic lustre was perfect. I then caUed to 
the derk, Baden, to bring an axe and hatchet from tlie back- 
yard. When these were brought, I took the largest piece and 
beat it out fiat, and beyond doubt it was metal, and a pure 
metal. Still, we attached little importance to the fact, for gold 
was known to exist at San Fernando, at the south, and yet was 
not considered of much value. 

Colonel !Mason then handed me a letter from Captain Sutter, 
addressed to him, stating that he (Sutter) was engaged in erecting 
a saw-mill at Coloma, about forty miles up the American Fork, 
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above bis fort at Kew Hdyetia, for ike general benefit of the 
eettlen in that vidnitj ; that he had incorred considerable ex- 
pense, and wanted a "preemption" to the quarter-section of 
luixd on which the luili was located, cmbraciug the tail-race 
in which this j)articiilar gold had been found. Mason in- 
structed me to pre])are a letter, in answpr, lur his signature. 
I wrote olf a letter, reciting that Califomia was yet a Mexican 
province, simply held by us as a conquest ; that no laws of the 
United States yet applied to it, much less the land laws or 
preemption laws, whidi ooold only apply after a public survey. 
Therefore it was impossible for tiie Governor to promise him 
(Sutter) a title to the land ; yet, as there were no settlements 
within forty miles, he was not likely to bo disturbed by tres- 
passer?. Colonel Mason siuned tlic letter, handed it to one of 
the gentlemen who had brought the sample of gold, and they 
departed. 

That gold was the Jirst discovered in the Sierra Kevada, 
which soon revolntionized the whole country, and actually moved 
the whole civilized world. About this time QILaj and June, 
184$), far more importance was attached to quicksilver. One 
mine, the New Almaden, twelve miles south of San Jos^, was 
well known, and was in posses^io^ of the agent of a Scotch gentle 
nian named Forbes, who at the time w^as British consid at Tepic, ^ 
Mexico. Mr. Forbes came up from San lilas in a small brig, 
which proved to ])e a Mexican vessel ; the vessel was seized, 
condemned, and actually sold, but Forbes was wealthy, and 
bought her in« His title to the quicksilver-mine was, however, 
never disputed, as he had bought it regularly, before our con- 
quest of the country, from another British subject, also named 
Forbes, a resident of Santa Clara Mission, who had purchased 
it of the discoverer, a priest ; but the bouiKlaries of the land 
attached to the mine were even then in dispute. Other men 
were in scnrcli of quicksilver; and tlie whole range of moun- 
tains near the Xew Almaden mine was stained with the brilliant 
red of the sulphuret of mercury (cinnabar). A company com- 
posed of T. O. Larkin, J. R. Snyder, and others, among them 
one John Rioord (who was quite a character), also claimed a 
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valuable mine near bj. Bicord was a lawyer from abont Buf- 
falo, and hj some means had got to the Sandwich Mandsi whm 
he became a great f aTorite of the king, Eiamehameha ; was his 
attorney-general, and got into a difficulty with the Ber. Mr, 

Ju'M, \y]io was a kind of prime-minister to his majesty. One 
or the uiher had to go, and Rieord left for San Francisco, where 
he arrived while Colonel Mason and I were there on some busi- 
ness connected with the customs. Ricord at once made a dead 
set at Mason with ^ttery, and all sorts of spnrionB aigaments, 
to convince him that onr military government was too simpie 
in its forms for the new state of facts, and that he was tiie 
man to remodel it. I had heard a good deal to his prejadice, 
and did all I could to prevent l&fason taking him into his 
confidence. "We then started back for Muiitcrev.v^liicord was 
aloni,% and night and day he was harping on his scheme ; but he 
di.sgiisted Colonel Mason with his flattery, and, on reaching Mon- 
terey, he opened what he called a law-oiiice, but there were 
neither courts nor clients^ so necessity forced him to tnni his 
thoughts to something else, and quicksilver became his hobby. 
In the spring of 1848 an appeal came to our office from San 
Jos6, which compelled the Governor to go np in person. li^- 
tenant Loeser and I, with a couple of soldiers, went along. At 
San Josu the Governor held some kind of a cuurt, in which 
JiicurJ and the alcalde had a Avarm dispute about a certain 
mine whicli l\icord, lis a member of the Larkin Company, had 
opened withlu the limits chiimed by the !New Almadea Com- 
pany. On our way up we had visited the ground, and were 
therefore better prepared to understand the controversy. We 
had found at New Almaden Mr. Walkinshaw, a fine Scotch 
gentleman, the resident agent of Mr. Forbes. He had built iu 
the valley, near a small stream, a few board-honses, and some 
four or live furnaces fur the distillation of the mercury. These 
were very simple in their structure, being composed of whalers* 
kettles, set in masonry. Tliese kettles were iilled with broken 
ore alxiut the size of McAdam-stone, mingled with lime. An- 
other kettle, reversed, formed the lid, and the seam was luted 
with clay. On applying heat, the mercury was volatilized and 
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canied into ft chimney-stack, where it oondeiued and flowed 
bade into a reservoir, and then was led in pipes into another 
kettle outside. i\iter witnessing this process, we visited the 
mine itself, which outcropped nc.ir the apex of thu hill, about a 
thousand feet above the furnaces. We found wagons hauling 
the mineral down the hill and returning empty, and in the 
mines quite a nmnber of Sonora miners were bltt^g and diiv- 
ing for the beautiful ore (cinnabar). It was then, and ia now, a 
most yalnable mine. The adit of the mine waa at the apex of 
the bin, which drooped aS. to the north* We rode along this 
hill, and saw where many openings bad been begun, bnt these, 
proving of little or no value, had been abandoned. Three miles 
beyond, on the west face of the hill, we came to the opening 
of the " Larkin Company." There was evidence of a good deal 
of work, but the mine itself was filled up by what seemed a 
land slide. ^The question involved in the lawsuit before the 
alcalde at San Jos^ was, firsts whether the mine was or was not 
on the land belonging to the Kew Abnaden property ; and, next, 
wbether the oompanj had complied with all the conditions of 
tbe mining laws of Kexioo, whieb were eonatmed to be atill in 
force in California. 

A These laws retpiircd that any one who discovered a valuable 
mine on private land should first file witli the alcalde, or judge 
of the district, a notice and daim for the benefits of such dis- 
covery ; then the mine was to be opened and followed for a 
distance of at least one bnndred feet within a specified time, and 
the claimants mnst take out samples of the mineral and deposit 
tbe same with tbe alcalde, wbo was then required to inspect j^e^r- 
WfuMy tbe mine, to see that itfalfilled all tbe conditions of the 

law, before he could give a written title. In this case tliu 
alcalde had been to the mine and had possession of samples of 
the ore : bnt, as the month of the mine was closed up, as alleged, 
from the act of God, by a land-slide, it was contended bj liicord 
and bis associates that it was competent to prove by good 
witnesses- that the mine bad been opened into the hill one 
hundred feet, and that, by no n^ligence of theirs, it bad caved 
in. It was generally understood that Bobert J. Walker, United 
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States Secretary of the Treasniy, was then a partner in this 
mining company ; and a Teasel, the bark Gray Eugle, was readj 
at San Francisco to sail for New Tork with the title-] >a]>efs on 
wLieli to l>ase a joint-stock company for speculative u.-cs. I 
think the alcalde ^\ as satistied that the law had been complied 
■witlij tliat he had given the necessary papers, and, as at that 
time there was nothing developed to show fraud, the Go vera or 
(Mason) did not interfere. At that date there was no public 
house or taTem in San Jos6 where we oonld stop, so we 
started toward Santa Gmz and encamped abont ten mfles out, 
to the west of the to^n, where we fell in with another j arty of 
explorers, of whom Huckel, of San Francisco, was the h^ ; and 
after Buj)per, as we sat around the camp-fire, the conversation 
turned on quicksilver in general, and the result of the contest in 
San Jose in particular. Mason was relating to Kuckel the points 
and the arguments of Kicord, that the company should not suffer 
from an act of God, viz., the caving in of . the mouth of the mine, 
when a man named Cash, a fellow who had once been in the 
quartermaster's employ as a teamster, spoke up: '^Goyemor 
Mason, did Judge Bicord say that "Yes,'' said the Gov- 
ernor; and then Cash related how he and another man, whose 
name he gave, had been employed by liicord to nndermine a 
heavv rock that lested above the mouth of the mine, so that it 
tumbled (b>w]i, carrying with it a large quantity of earth, and 
completely lillcd it up, as we had seen; "and," said Cash, "it 
took us three days of the hardest kind of work." This was the 
act of God, and on the papers procured from the alcalde at that 
time^ I understand, was built a hnge speculation, by which 
thousands of dollars changed hands in the United States and 
were lost. This happened long before the celebrated McGarra- 
han claim, which has produced so much noise, and which still is 
being prosecuted in the courts ami in Congress. 

On the next day we crossed over the Santa Cruz Mountains, 
from which we had sublime views of the scenery, first looking 
east toward the lower Bay of San Francisco, with the bright 
plains of Santa Clara and San Jos^, and then to the west upon 
the ocean, the town of Monterey being visible sixty miles off. . 
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If my memory is correct, we beheld from that moimtain the 

firing of a salute from the battery at Monterey, and counted the 
number of guns from the white puils of smoke, but could not 
hear the sound. That night we slept on piles of wheat in a 
mill at Sequel, near Santa Cruz, and, our supplies being short, I 
advifled that we should make an early start next moniing, so as 
to reach the ranch of Don Juan Antonio Yallejo, a particular 
Mend, who had a large and Talnable cattle-ranch on the Fajaro 
Bi ver, about twenty miles on onr way to Monterey. Accordingly, 
we were off by the first light of day, and by nine o'clock we had 
reached the ranch. -It was on a high point of the plateau, 
overl(^<'king the plain of the Pajaro, on which were grazing 
nrmibers of horses and cattle. The house was of adobe, with a 
long range of adobe-liuts occupied by the semi-civilized Indians, 
who at that time did all the labor of a ranch, the herding and 
markiDg of cattle, breaking of horses, and coltiTating the lit- 
tle patches of wheat and vegetables which constitated all the 
farming of that day. Every thing about the honse looked 
deserted, and, seeing a small Indian boy leaning np against a 
post, I approached him and asked him in Spanish, " Where is the 
master ? " " Gone to the Presidio " (Monterey). " Is anybody in 
thehouf^e?" " ^^"0." " Is it locked up ? " "Yes." "Is no one 
about who can get in ? " " No." " Have you any meat ? " 
"No." "Any flour or grain?" "No." "Any chickens?" 
<«No." "Any eggs?" «i^o." "What do you live on?" 

Nada " (nothing). The utter indifEerenoe of this boy, and the 
tone of his answer ^ Nada^ attracted the attention of Colonel 
Mason, who had been listening to our conversation, and who 
knew enough of Spanish to catch the meanini::, and he exclaimed 
with some feeling, " So we get nada for our breakfast." I 
felt mortified, for I had held out tlie prospect of a splendid 
breakfast of meat and tortillas with rice, chickens, eggs, etc., at 
the ranch of my friend Jos^ Antonio, as a justiflcation for 
taking the Grovemor, a man of sixty years of age, more than 
twenty miles at a full canter for his breakfast But there was 
no hdp for it, and we accordingly went a short distance to a 
pond, where we unpacked our mules and made a slim breakfast 
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on some scraps of hard bread and a bone of pork that remained 
in onr alforjas. This was no uncommon thing in those days, 
when manj a ranchero with his eleven leagoes of Lmd, his 
hundreds of horses and'thonsands of cattle^ would receiye ns 
with all the grandiloquence of a Spanish lord, and confess that 
he had nothing in his house to eat except the carcass of a beef 
hung up, from whicli the stranger might cut and cook, without 
itHuioy or price, what be needed. That night we slept on 
Salinas Plain, and the next morning reached Monterey. All the 
missions and houses at that period were alive with fleas, which 
the natives looked on as pleasant titillators, but they so tortured 
me that I always gave them a wide berth, and slept on a 
saddle-blanket, with the saddle for a pUow and the aerape^ or 
blanket, for a cover. We never feared rain except in winter. 
As the spring and summer of 1848 advanced, the reports came 
faster and faster from the gold-mines at Sutter's saw-mill. 
Stories readied u< of fal •nlons discoveries, and spread throughout 
the land. Evcryliody was talking of " Gold I gold ! 1 " until it 
assumed the character of a fever. Some of our soldiers began 
to desert ; citizens were fitting out trains of wagons and pack- 
mules to go to the mines. We heard of men earning fifty, ^ve 
himdred, and thousands of dollars per day, and for a time it 
seemed as though somebody would reach solid gold. Some of 
this gold began to come to Verba Buena in trade, and to disturb the 
vahic of merchandise, pailicidarly of mules, horses, tin pans, and 
articles used in mining. I of course could not escape the infec- 
tion, and at last convinced Colonel Mason that it was our duty to 
go up and see with our own eyes, that we might report the truth 
to our Government^ As yet we had no regnlar mail to any part 
of the United States, but mails had comQ to us at long intervals, 
around Cape Horn, and one or two overland. I well remember 
the first overland mail. It was brousrht by Kit Carson in 
saddle-bairs from Taos in Xcw Mexico. We heard of his arrival 
at Los Angeles, and waited patiently for his arrival at head- 
quarters. His fame then was at its height, from the publica- 
ti(m of Fremont's books, and I was very anxious to see a man 
who had achieved such feats of daring among the .wild animals 
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of the Bock^ MoantainB^ and still wilder Indians of the Flaina. 
At last his arrival was reported at the tayem at Monterey, and 
I hurried to hnnt him up. I cannot express my sorprise at be- 
holding a small, stoop-Bbouldered man, with reddisli hair, 
freckled face, soft blue eves, and nothin;^ to indicate extraor- 
dinary courage or darmg. lie spoke but little, and answered 
questions in monosyllables. I asked for his mail, and he picked 
up his light saddle-bags containing the great overland mail, 
and we walked together to headquarters, where he delivered his 
parol into Colonel Mason's own hands. He spent some days in 
Monterey, daring which time we extraoted wiih difficulty some 
items of his personal history. He was then by commission a 
lientenant in the regiment of Mounted Rifles serving in Mexico 
under Colonel Sumner, and, as he could not reach his regiment 
from California, Colonel Mason ordered that for a time he 
should be assigned to duty with A. J. Smith's compaiiy, First 
Dragoons^ at Los Angeles. He remained at L^s .\ngeles some 
months, and was then sent back to tli United Stated with dis* 
patdies^ traveling two tiiousand miles almost alone^ in prefer- 
ence to being encumbered by a large party. 

toward the dose of Jnne^ 1848, the gold-fever being at its 
height, by Colonel Mason's orders I made preparations for his 
trip to the newly-discovered gold-mines at Sutter's Fort. I se- 
lected four good soldiers, with Aaron, Colonel Mason's black ser- 
vant, and a good outlit of horses and pack-mules, we started by 
the usually traveled route for Yerba Bucna. There Captain Fol- 
som and two citizens joined our party. ^ The first difficulty was 
to cross the bay to Saucelito. Folsom, as quartermaster, had a 
sort of scow with a large sail, with which to discharge the car- 
goes of ships, that could not come within a mile of the shore. 
It took nearly the whole day to get the old scow up to the only 
wiiarf there, and then the w;iter was so shallow that the SCOW, 
with its load ('f lior.-cs, would not float at the flrst high tide, but 
by infinite labor on the next tide she was got oil and safely 
crossed over to Saucelito. We followed in. a more comfortable 
schooner. Having safely landed our horses and mules, we 
packed up and rode to San Eafael Mission, stopping with Don 
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Timoteo Murphy. ^ The next day's journey took ns to Bodega, 
where lived a man named Stephen Smith, who had the only steam 
saw-mill in. California. He hietd a Penman wife, and employed a 

nuraber of absolutely nalced Indians in making adobes. We spent 
a day very pleasantly witli hinij and learned that he had come to 
California some years before, at the personal advice of Daniel 
Webster, who had informed him that sooner or later tlie United 
States would be in possession of California, and that in conse- 
quence it would become a irrcat country. From Eodega we trav- 
eled to Sonoma, by way of Petaluma, and spent a day with Gen- 
eral Yallejo. I had been there before, as related, in the bosinesB 
of the alcalde Kash. From Sonoma we crossed over by way of 
Napa, S u i sun, and Vaca's ranch, to the Puta. In the rainy season, 
the plain between the Puta and SacranientoEivers is impassable, 
but in July the waters dr\^ up ; and we passed without trouble, by 
the trail for Sutter's Entharcadcro.K TV"e reached tlic Sacramento 
liiver, then full of water, with a deep, clear current. The only 
means of crossing over was by an Indian dugout c^noe. Wo be- 
gan by cany ing across our packs and saddles, and then our people. 
When all tilings were ready, the horses were driven into the wa- 
ter, one being guided ahead by a man in the canoe. Of course, 
the horses and mules at first refused to take to the water, and 
it was nearly a day's work to get them across, and even then 
some of our animals after crossing escaped iiito the woods and 
undergrowth that lined the river, but we secured enough of 
them to reach Sutter's Fort, three miles back from the einJbar- 
carJcrOy where we encamped at the old slough, or pond, near 
the fort On application. Captain Sutter sent some Indiana 
back into the bushes, who recovered and brought in all our 
animals. At that time there was not the sign of a habitation 
there or thereabouts, except the fort, and an old adobe-house, 
east of the fort, known as the hospital. The fort itsulf was one 
of adube-walls, about twenty feet higli, rectangular in form, 
with two-story block-houses at diagonal corners. The entrance 
was by a large gate, 0])en by day and dosed at night, with two 
iron ship's gims near at hand. Inside there was a large house, 
with a good shingle-roof, used as a storehouse, and all round the 
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walls were ranged rooms, the fort -wall being the outer wall 
of the house. The inner wall also waa of adobe. These rooms 
were used bj Captain Sutter himself and bj his people. He 
had a blacksmith's shopi carpenter's shop, etc., and-^er rooms 
where the women made blankets. Sutter was monarch of all he 
surveyed, and had anthorily to inflict punishment even unto 
death, a power he did not fail to use. He had horses, cattle, and 
sheep, and of these he gave liberally and without price to all in 
need, lie caused to be driven into our camp a beef and some 
sheep, which were slaughtered for om* use. Already the gold- 
mines were beginning to be felt. Many people were then en- 
camped, some going and some coming, all full of gold-6torieS| 
and each sorpassmg the other, ^^e found preparations in prog- 
ress for celebrating the Fourth of July, then dose at hand, and 
we agreed to remain over to assist on the ocession ; of course, be- 
ing the liigh officials, we were the honored guests. People came 
from a great disUuice to attend this celebration of the Fourth of 
July, and the tables were laid in the large room inside the store- 
house of the fort. A man of some note, named Sinclair, presided, 
and after a substantial meal and a reasonable supply of agwMr* 
diente we began the toasts. All that I remember is that Folsom 
and I spoke for our party; others, Captain Sutter indudedi made 
speeches, and before the . celebration was over Sutter was yery 
tight," and many others showed the effects of the aguardiente. 
The next day (namely, July 5, 1848) we resumed our journey 
toward the mines, and, in twenty-five miles of as hot and dusty 
a ride as possible, we reached Mormon Island. I have hereto- 
fore stated that the gold was first foimd in the tail-race of the 
saw-mill at Coloma, forty miles above Sutter's Fort, or fifteen 
above Mormon Ishuid, in the bed of the American Fork of the 
Sacramento Biver. It Beems that Sutter had employed an 
American named MarBhall, a sort ot millwright, to do this 
work for him, but Marshall afterward claimed that in the matter 
of the saw-mill they were copartners. At all events, Marshall 
and his family, in the winter of 184:T-'4S, were living atColomaj 
where the pine-trees afforded the best material for lumber, lie 
had under liim four white men. Mormons, who had been dis- 
4 
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ohaiged from Cooke's battalion, and some Indians. These wen 
engijged in hewing logs^ bnilding a mill-danii and patting up a 
saw-mill. Ifarshall, as the architecti bad made the ^ tub-wheel,'' 
and had set it in motion, and had also famished some of the 

rude parts of macldiiery necessary for au ordinary up-and-down 
saw-mill. 

Labor was very scarce, expensive, and had to be economized. 
The niill was built over a dry channel of the river which waa 
calculated to be the tail-race. After arranging his head-racei 
dam, and tulhwhedf he let on the water to test the goodneee 
of his machinery. It worked veiy well nntQ it was f onnd that 
the tail-race did not carry of! the water fast enough, so he put 
his men to work in a rnde way to dear oat the tail-race. They 
scratched a kind of ditch down the middle of the dry channel, 
throwing the coarser stones to one side ; then, letting on the 
water again, it would run with velocity down the channel, wash- 
ing away the dirt, thus saving labor. This course of action was 
repeated several times, acting exactly like the long Tom after* 
ward resorted to by the miners. As Marshall himself was work* 
ing in this ditch, he observed particles of yellow metal which 
he gathered up m his hand, when it seemed to hare saddenly 
flashed across his mind that it was ^dld. After picking up aboat 
an ounce, he hurried down to the fort to report to Captain 
Sutter his discovery. Captain Sutter himself related to me 
Marshall's account, saying that, as he sat in his room at the fort 
one day in February or March, 1848, a knock was heard at his 
door, and he called out, Come in." In walked Marshall, who 
was a half-crazy man at best, hut then looked strangely wild. 

What is tiie matter, Marshall t Marshall inqnired if any one 
was within hearing, and began to peer aboat the room, and look 
nnder the bed, when Sntter, fearing that some calami^ had be- 
fallen the party up at the saw-mill, and that Marshall was really 
crazy, began to make his way to the door, demanding of Mar- 
shall to explain what was the matter. At last he revealed his 
discovery, and laid before Captain Sutter the pellicles of gold 
he had picked ap in the ditch. At first, Sutter attached little 
or no importance to the discovery, and told Marshall to go 
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back to the mill, and saj notliiiig of wliat he had seen to his 

fauiily, or any one else. Yet, as it might add value to the loca_ 
tion, he dispatched to our headquarters at Monterey, as I have 
already related, the two men with a written application for a 
preoption to the quarter-section of land at Coloma. Harsliall 
returned to the mill, but could not keep out of his wonderful 
ditch, and by some meaaa the other men employed there learned 
his secret They then wanted to gather the gold, and '^faTghall 
threatened to ahoot them if they attempted it; but theae men 
bad aense enough to know that if "placer "-gold existed at Co- 
loraa, it would also be found farther dowu-strearn, and they 
gradually "prospected" until they reached Mormon Island, 
fifteen miles below, where they discovered one of the richest 
placers on earth. These men revealed the fact to some other 
Mormons who were employed by Captain Sutter at a gi-ist-mill 
be was building still lower down the American iFork, and ax 
mOes aboTe his fort All of them struck for higher wages, to 
which Sutter yielded, until th^ asked ten dollars a day, whidi 
he refused, and the two mills on which he had Bpmi so mudi 
money were never built, and fell into deaiy. 

In my opinion, when the Mormons were driven from Kau- 
voo, Illinois, in 1844, they cast about for a land where they 
would not be disturbed again, and iixed on California. In the 
year 1S45 a ship, the Brooklyn, sailed from Kew York lor 
Ci^omia, with a colony of Mormons, of whicdi Sam Brannan 
was the leader, and we found them there on our arriyal in Jan- 
uary, 1847. When General Kearney, at Fort Leayenworth, was 
collecting volunteers early in 1846, for the Mexican War, he, 
through the insti-umentality of Captain Jaiacs Allun, brother to 
our quartermaster, General Eobert Allen, raised the battalion 
of Mormons at Kanesville, Iowa, now Council Bluffs, on the ex- 
press understanding that it would facilitate their migration to 
California. But when the Mormons reached Salt Lake, in 1846, 
they learned that they had been forestalled by the United States 
forces in California, and they then determined to settle down 
where they were. Therefore, when this battalion of five com- 
panies of Mormons (raised b> Allen, who died on the way, and 
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was succeeded by Cooke) was discharged at Los Angeles, Call- 
foraia, in the early snmrner of 1847, most of the men went to 
their people at Salt Lake, with all the monej received, as pay 
from the United States, invested in cattle and breeding-horses ; 

one company reenlisted for another year, and the remainder 
sought work in the country. ^As soun as the fame of the gold dis- 
coveiy spread through California, the Mormons naturally turned 
to Mormon Island, so that in July, 1848, we found about three 
hundred of them there at work. Sam Bi*annan was on hand as 
the high-priest, collecting the tithes. Clark, of Clark's Point, 
one of the elders, was there also^ and nearly all the Momums 
who had come out in the BrooklTn, or whobad staid in California 
after the discharge of their battalion, as herein related. I re- 
call the scene as perfectly to-day as though it were yesterday. 
In the midst of a broken countiy, all parched and dried by the 
hot sun of July, sparsely wooded with live-oaks and 6traai;ling 
pines, lay the valley of the American River, with its bold moun- 
tain-stream cominn^ out of the Snowy Mountains to the east. In 
this valley is a flat, or gravel-bed, which in high water is an 
ishmd, or is overflown, but at the time of our visit was simply 
a level graTol-bed of the river. On its edges men were digging, 
and filling buckets with the finer earth and gravel, whidi was 
carried to a machine made like a baby's cradle, open at the foot, 
and at the head a plate of sheet-iron or zinc, punctured full 
of holes. Ou this metallic plate was emptied the earth, and 
water was then poured on it from buckets, while one man shook 
the cradle with violent rocking by a handle. On the bottom 
were nailed cleats of wood. With this rude machine four men 
oould earn from forty to one hundred dolkrs a day, ayeraging 
dzteen dollars, or a gold ounce, per man per day. While the 
sun blazed down on the heads of the miners with tropical heat, 
the water was bitter cold, and all hands were either staudinf' in 
the water or had their clothes wet all the time ; yet there were 
no complaints of rheumatism or cold. 'We made our camp ou 
a small knoll, a little below the island, and from it could overlook 
the busy scene. A few bush-huts near by served as stores, board- 
ing-houses, and for sleeping; but all hands slept on the ground, 
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with pine-leavee and blanketB for bedding. As soon as the news 
spread that the Governor was there, persons came to see ns, and 
Tohmteered all kinds of information, iHnstrating it by . samples 

of the gold, which was of a imiform kind, " scale-gold,'' briglit and 
beantiful. A large variety, of every conceivable >liape and form, 
was found in the smaller gulclies round about, but the gold in 
the river-bed was uniformly " scale-gold." I remember that 
Mr. Clark was in camp, talking to Colonel Mason about matters 
and things generaUj, when he inquired, " Governor, what busi- 
ness has Sm Bfannan to colleet the tithes here!" Clark ad- 
mitted tiiat Brannan was the head of the Monnon chnreh in 
Galifoniia, and he was simply questioning as to Brannan's 
right, as high-prieet, to compel the Mormons to pay liim the 
regular tithes. Colonel Mason answered, " Erannini lias a per- 
fect right to collect the tax, if you Mormons are fools enough 
to pay it." " Then," said Clark, " I for one won't pay it any 
longer." Colonel Mason added : " This is public land, and the 
gold is the property of the United States ; all of you here are 
tEespaflsem^ bal^ as the Gk>Yemment is benefited by yonr getting 
oat the gold, I do not intend to interfere." I understood, 
afterward, that from that time the payment of the tithes 
ceased, but Brannan had already collected enough money where- 
with to hire Sutter's hospital, and to open a store there, in 
which he made more money than any merchant in California, 
during that summer and fall. The understanding was, that the 
money collected by him as tithes was the foundation of his for- 
tone, which is still very large in San Francisco. That evening 
we all mingled freely with the minersi and witnessed the pro- 
0688 of cleaning up and panning" on^ which is the last pro- 
cess for separating the pnre gold from the fine dirt and black 
sand. 

The next day we continued our journey up the valley of 
the American Fork, stopping at various camps, where mining 
was in progress ; and about noon we reached Coloma, the place 
where gold had been first discovered. The hills were higher, 
and the timber of better quality. The river was narrower and 
bolder^ and but few miners were at work there^ by reason of 
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Marahairs and Sutter's daim to tlie dtc. There stood the eaw- 
mill unfinished, the dam and tail-race just as they were left 
when the Hormons ceased vork. Mardiall and his iami]/ of 
wife and half a dozen tow-head cbildien were there, guarding 
then* supposed treasure; liying in a house made of dapboarda. 
Ilere also we were sliown many specimens of gold, of a coarser 
grain than that found at Mormon Island. The next day we 
crossed the American liiver to its north side, and visited many 
small camps of men, in what were called the " dry diggings." 
Little pools of water stood in the beds of the streams, and these 
were used to wash the dirt i and there the gold was in every 
conceivable shape and size, some of the specimenB weighing 
several ounces. Some ci these diggings ^ were extremely rich, 
but as a whole they were more precarious in results than at 
the river. Sometimes a lucky fellow would hit on a " pocket," 
and collect several thousand dollars in a few da vs. and then 
again he wonld be shifting about from place to place, "pros- 
pecting," and spending all he had made. I Little stores were 
being opened at every point, where flour, bacon, etc., were sold ; 
every thing being a dollar a ponnd, and a meal usually costing 
three dollars. Nobody paid for a bed, for he slept on the 
ground, without fear of cold or rain. We spent nearly a week 
in that region, and were quite bewildered by the fabulous tales 
of recent discoveries, which at the time were confined to the sev- 
eral forks of the American and Yuba Ilivers. All this time our 
horses had nothing to eat l)ut the sparse grass in that region, 
and we were forced to work our way down toward the Sacra- 
mento Valley, or to see our animals perish. Still we contem- 
plated a visit to the Yuba and Feather Eivers, from which we 
had heard of more wonderful ^^diggrngs;" but met a oonrier, 
who announced the arrival of a ship at Monterey, with dispatches 
of great importance from Mazatlan« We accordingly turned omr 
horses back to Sutter's Fort. ■ Crossing the Sacramento a^cain by 
bwininiing our horses, and ferrying their loads in that solitary 
canoe, we took our back track as far as tlic Xapa, and then 
turned to Benicia, on Carquincz Straits. We found there a soli- 
tary adobe4u>use, occupied by Mr. Hastings and his family, 
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embncing Dr. Semple, the proprietor of the ferry. This ferry 
vras a sliip's-boat, with a hit teen-sail, which could carry across at 
one tide six or eight horses. 

It took U3 several davs to cross over, and durino: that timo 
we got well acquainted with the doctor, who waa quite a character. 
He had come to Oalifomia irom Illinois, and was brother to 
Senator Semple. He waa about seven feet high, and y&j in* 
teOigent When we first readied Monterey, he had a printuig- 
press, which belonged to the United States, having been cap- 
tared at the enstom-honse, and had been need to print cnstom- 
liouse lilanks. With this Dr. Semple, as editor, published the 
Calif uniian, a small sheet of news, once a week ; and it was a 
curioaity in its line, using two v's for a and other combina- 
tioDs of letters, made necessary by want of l^rpo. After some 
tune he removed to Yerba Baena with his paper, and it grew up 
to be the AUa GMfcrmok of to-day. Fojfeseeing, as he thon^^ 
the growth of a great city somewhere on the Bay of San iSnn- 
dsco, he selected Oarqninez Straits as its location, and obtained 
from General Vallejo a title to a league of land, on condition of 
building up a city thereon to bear the name of Yallejo's wife. 
This was Francisca Benicia; accordingly, the nsw city was 
named " Francisca." At this time, the town near the mouth of 
the bay was known universally as Yerba Buena ; but that name 
was not known abroad, although San Francisco was familiar to 
the whole civilized woitd. V(Now, some of the chief men of 
Yerba Buena, Folsom, Howard, Leidesdorf , and others, know 
ing the importance of a noma^ saw their danger, and, by some 
action of the ayunUmimto^ or town coimcil, changed the name 
of Yerba Buena to " Sau Francisco." Dr. Semple was outraged 
at their changing the name to one so like his of Francisca^ and 
he in turn changed his to^v^l to the other name of Mrs. Yallejo, 
viz., " Benicia ; " and Benicia it has remained to this day. I am 
convinced that this little circumstance was big with consequences. 
That Benicia has the best natnral site for a commerdiGd city,- 
I am satisfied; and had half the money and half the labor 
since b^towed upon San Frandsco been expended at Benicia, 
we should have at this day a city of palaces on the Curquiuez 
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Straits. The name of " San Fi'ancisco," Iiowcver, llxed the 
city where it now is ; for every ship in lS48-'40, which cleared 
from any part of the world, knew the name of San Frandaoo, 
bat not Yerba Bnena or Benida ; and, aooordingl j, ships con- 
signed to Oalifomia came ponring in with thmr contents, and 
were anchored in front of Yerba Bnena, the first town. Cap- 
tains and crews deserted for the gold-mines, and now half the 
city in front of Monti^^jmery Street is built over the hulks thus 
abandoned. But Dr. Semple, at that time, was all there was of 
Benicia ; he was captain and crew of liis ferry-boat, and man- 
aged to pasB our party to the south side of Carquinez Straits in 
abont two days. 

Thence we proceeded np Amador Valley to Alameda Creek, 
and so on to the old mission of San Josd ; thence to the puMo 
of San Jos6, where Folsom and those belonging in Yerba Bnena 
went in that direction, and we continued on to Monterey, our 
party all the way giving otlicial sanction to the news from the 
gold-mines, and adding new force to the " fever." 

On reaching Monterey, we found dispatches from Commo- 
dore Shnbrick) at Mazatlan, which gave almost positive assur- 
ance that the war with Mexico was over; that hostilitiee bad 
ceased, and oommisnoners were arranging the terms of peace at 
Guadalupe Hidalgo. It was well that this news reached Cali- 
fornia at that critical time ; for so contagious had become the 
" gold-fever " that everybody was Ix mud, to j^o and try his fortune, 
and the volunteer regiment of Stevenson's would have deserted 
eth massey had the men not been assured that they would very 
soon be entitled to an honorable discharge. 

Many of our reg^nlars did desert, among them the very men 
who had escorted ns laithfolly to the mines and back. Onr ser- 
vants also left MB, and nothing less than three hnndred dollars a 
month wonid biro a man in California; Colonel Kason's black 
boy, Aaron, alone of all our then servants proving faithfid. We 
were forced to resort to all inamier of shifts to live. Pirst, we 
had a moss with a black fellow we called Bustamente as cook ; 
bnt he got the fever, and had to go. "We next took a soldier, 
bat he deserted, and carried ofE my double-barreled shot-goni 
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which I prized Tery highly. To meet this condition of factey 
Colonel Masont ordeced that liberal foriongfas sbonld be giveii to 
the Boildien^ and promiaes to all in tnni, and he allowed all the 
^fltera to draw their nfiona in kind. Aa the actoal yalne of 

the ration was very large, this enabled ns to live. Ilalleck, 
Murray, Ord, and I, boarded with Doiia Auguatias, and turned 
in oar rations as pay for our board. 

Some time in September, 1S4S, the official news of the treaty 
of peace reached lu^and the Mexican War was oyer. This trea^ 
-waa signed in Maj, and came to na all the way by land by a 
courier tram Lower Calif ondsyaent from La Paz bjlientenant- 
Gdonel Burton. On its receipt, ordera were at <»oe made for 
the ntnster-ont of aD of Stevenaon's regiment^ and our militaiy 
forces were tlius reduced to the single company of di-agoons at 
Los Angeles, and the one coinpany of artillery at Monterey. 
Xearly all business had ceased, except that connected with 
gold ; and, during that fall, Colonel Mason, Captain Warner, 
and I, made another trip np to Sutter's Fort, going also to the 
newly-diacovered minea on the Stanialan% oiled "Sonora," 
xiamed ^om theminen o£ Sonony Mexico^ who had first diacoy- 
eredthem. WefonnddiereprettymQcli theaameatateof &cta 
as before existed at Mormon Lland and Coloma, and we daily 
received intelligence of the opening of still other mines north 
and south. 

But I have passed over a very interesting fact. As soon as 
we had returned from oar first visit to the gold-mines, it became 
important to aend home poaitiTe knowledge of this valuable dia- 
ooveiy. The meana of commnnication irith the United Statea 
were Tery precaziona^ and I toggeated to Gol<HieL ICaaon that a 
spedal coorier onght to be aent ; that Seeond-Lieiitenant Loeaer 
had been promoted to first - lieutenant, and was entitled to 
go home. lie was ac<;ordiugly detailed to carry the news. I 
prepared with great care the letter to the adjutant - general 
of An^,^ubt 17, 1S4:S, which Colonel Mason modified in a few 
partjcnlara; and, as it waa important to aend not only the 
ipedmens which had been preaented to ns along our roote of 
tiaTel, I adviaed the colonel to allow Oaptain Folaom to pnr* 
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chase and aend to Waahington a large Bample of the commerda! 
gold in general use, and to pay for the same oat of the mone j 
in his hands known aa the dTil fund," arising from duties col- 
lected at the several ports in Galifoniia. He consented to this, 

and Captaiu Folsom bou^Lt an oyster-t'aii fiill at ten JuUars the 
ounce, which was the rate of value at which it was then received 
at the custom-liouse. Folsom was instructed further to contract 
with some vessel to carry the mesBenger to Sonth AmQhc% where 
he could take the English steamers as far east as Jamaica, with a 
conditional charter giving increased payment if the vessel conld 
catch the Ootoher steamer. Folsom chartered the bark La Lam« 
hayeoana^ owned and navigated by Henry D. Cooke, who has 
gince been the Governor of the District of Oolmnbia. In dne 
time this vessel reached Monterey, and Lieutenant Loeser, with 
his report and specimens of gold, embarked and sailed. He 
reached the South American Continent at Pajta, Peru, in time, 
took the English steamer of October to Panama, and thence 
went on to Kingston, Jamaica^ where he found a sailing-vessel 
bonnd for New Orleans. On reaching New Orleans^ he tele- 
graphed to the War Department his arrival ; bnt so many do* 
lays had oocarred that he did not reach Washington in tune to 
have the matter embraced in the President's regular message of 
1848, as we had calculated. Still, the President made it the 
subject of a tpecial message, and thus became " olHcial " what 
had before only reached the world in a very indeliuite sliape. 
Then began that wonderful development, and the great emigra- 
tion to California^ by land and hy se% of 1849 and 1850. 

As before nanated, Masoni Warner, and I, made a second 
viat to the mines in September and October, 1848. As the 
winter season approached, Oolonel Mason returned to Monterey, 
and I remained for a time at Sutter's Fort. In order to share 
somewhat in the riches of the land, we fonned a partnership in 
a store at Coloma, in charge of Xorman S. Le.-tor, who had 
been Warner's clerk. We supplied the necessary money, liiteen 
hnndred dollars (five hundred dollars each), and Bestor carried 
on the store at Coloma for his share. Out of this investment, 
each of na realized a ixrofit of aboot fifteen hundred doUars« 
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Warner also got a regular leave of absence, and contracted with 
CapUiin Slitter for snrreying and locating the town of Sacra- 
laento. He received for this sixteen dollars ])cr daj for his ser 
vices as Burvejor; and Sutter paid all the hands engaged in the 
work. The town was laid off mostly np about the forty but a 
few streets were staked o& along the river-bank, and one or two 
lead^ to it Oaptain Sutter always oouteuded, however, that 
no town could possibly exist on the immediate bsnk of the river, 
because the spring freshets rose over the bank, and frequently 
it was necessary to swim a horse to reach the boat-landing. 
jJsevertheless, from the very beginning the town began to be 
built on the very river -bank, viz., First, Second, and Third 
Streets, with J and X Streets leading back. Among the phn 
cipal merchants and traders of that winter, at Sacramento^ were 
Stfn Brannan and Henialey, Beading & Co. For several years 
the dte was annually flooded ; but the people have persevered 
in building the levee% and afterward in raising all the streets, 
BO that Saeramento is now a fine city, Ihe capital of the State, 
and stands where, in 1S4S, was nothing but a dense mass of 
bushes, vines, and submerged land. The old fort Las disap 
peared altooj'ether. 

During the fall of 1848, Warner, Ord, and I, camped on the 
bank of the American Eiver, abreast of the fort, at what was 
known as the Old Tan-Yard." I was cook, Ord cleaned up the 
dishes, and Warner looked after the horaee ; but Ord was de- 
posed as senllion because he would only wipe the tin plates with 
a tuft of grass, according to the cnstom of the countiy, whereas 
Warner insisted on having them washed alter each meal with 
hot water. Warner was in consequence promoted to scullion, 
and Ord became the hostler. We drew our rations in kind from 
the commifisary at San ITiancisco, who sent them np to us by a 
boat ; and we were thus enabled to dispense a generous hospi- 
tality to many a poor devil who otherwise would have had noth- 
ing to eat. 

The winter of ISiS-'lO was a period of intense activity. 

throughout California. The rainy season was unfavorable to the 
operations of gold-mining, and was very hard upon the thousands 
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of honaeleflB men and women wlio dwelt in the momitainSi and 
eren in the towns. Most of the natiyes and old inhabitants had 
returned to their ranches and honses ; yet there were not roofs 

enough in the conntry to shelter the thousands who had arrived 
by sea and hy land. The news had gone forth to the whole 
civilized world that gold in fabulous quantities was to be liad 
for the mere digging, and adventurers came pouring in blindly 
to seek their fortuneSi without a thought of house or food. 
Yerha Buena had been converted into San Francisco. Sacra- 
mento City had been laid ont, lots were being rapidly sold, and 
the town was being built np as an entrepot to lihe mines. Stock- 
ton also had been chosen as a conrenient point for trading with 
the lower or sonthem mines. Captain Sutter was the sole pro- 
prietor of the former, and Captain Charles "NYeber was the owner 
of the site of Stockton, which was as yet known as " Prench 
Camp." 
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KABLT BECOLLSCmONS OF GALIFOfiNIA — (pOlXTtSXJED). 

1S49-1850. 

The department headquarters still remained at [Monteiej, 
but, ^vith the few soldiers, we had next to nothing to do. In 
midwinter we heard of the approach of a battalion of the Second 
Dragoons, under Major Lawrence Pike Graham, with Captains 
Backer, Coutts, CampbeU, and others, along. So exhausted 
were they bj their long march from p^pper Mexico that we had 
to Bend relief to meet them as they^ approached* When Hiis 
command reached Los Angeles, it was left there as the g^urison, 
and Captain A. J. Smith's company of the First Dragoons was 
Ijiuiight up to San Francisco. We were also advised tli.it the 
Second Infantry, Colonel B. Riley, would be sent out around 
Cape Horn in sailing-ships ; that the Mounted Hiiles, under 
lieutenant-Colonel Loiing, would march overland to Oregon j 
and til at Brigadier-Gkneral Persifer F. Smith would come out 
in chief command on the Pacific coast It was also Imown that 
a contract had been entered into with parties in New York and 
Kew Orleans for a monthly line of steamers from those cities to 
California, via Panama. IJentenant-Oolonel Burton had come 
up from Lower California, and, as captain of the Third Artil- 
lery, he was assigned to command Company F, Third Artillery, 
at Monterey. Captain Warner remained at Sacramento, survey- 
ing; and Hallecky Mnrraji Ord^ and If boarded with DoQa • 
Augnstias. The season was nnnsoally rainy and serere, bnt we 
passed the time with the nsnal ronnd of dances and parties. 
The time fixed for the arrival of the mail-steamer was nnder- 
stood to be abont January 1, 1849, bnt the day came and went 
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without any tidings of her. Orders were given to Captain Bur- 
ton to announce her arrival bj iiring a national salute, and each 
morning we listened for the guns from the fort The month 
of Jannai/ passed, and the greater part of Febnuoy, too. As 
was nsnal, the anny officers celebrated the 22d of Febmai^ 
with'a grand ball, given in. the new stone school-honse, whi<i 
Alcalde Walter Colton had built. It was the largest an<l l^est 
kill then in California. The ball was really a handsome alT;dr, 
and we kept it up nearly all night. The next moniing we ^vere 
at breakfast : present, Dofia Augustias, and ^lanuelita, Halleok, 
MorTay, and myself. We were dull and stupid enough until a 
gun from the fort aroused us, then another and another. The 
steamer I" ezdaimed all| and, without waiting for hats or any 
thing, off we dashed. I reached the whaxf hatless, but the 
dofia sent my cap after me by a servant. The white poffis 
of smoke hung around the fort, mingled with the dLusc fog, 
which hid all the water of the bay, and well out to sea euuld be 
seen the black B])ars of some unknown vessel. At the wharf I 
found a group of soldiers and a small row-boat, which belonged 
to a brig at anchor in the bay. Hastily ordering a couple of 
willing soldiers to get in and take the oars, and Mr. Larkin and 
Mr. Bartnell asking to go along, we jumped in and pushed off. 
Steering onr boat toward the spars, which loomed up above the 
fog dear and distinct, in about a mile we came to the black hull 
of the strange monster, the long-expected and most welcome 
steamer California. Her wheels were barely moving, for her 
pilot could not see the shore-line distinctly, though the hills and 
Point of Pines could be clearly made out over the fog, and occa* 
donally a glimpse of some white walls showed where the town 
lay. A Jacob's ladder" was lowered for us from the steamer, 
and in a minute I scrambled up on deck, followed by Larkin 
and Hartnell, and we found ourselyes in the midst of many old 
friends. There was Oanby, the adjutant-general, who was to 
take my place ; Charley Iloyt, my cousin ; General Persif er F. 
Smith and wife; Gibbs, his aide-de-camp; Major Ogden, of the 
Engineers, and wife ; and, indeed, many old Califomian?, among 
them Alfred Bobioson, and Prank Ward with his pretty bride. 
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By the time the ship was fairly at anchor we had answered a 

million of qnestions about gold and the state of the country ; 
and, learning that the ship was out of fuel, had informed the 
captain (Marshall) that there was abundance of pine- wood, but 
no willing hands to cut it ; that no man could be hired at less 
than an ounce of gold a day, unless the soldiers would rolonteer 
to do it for some agreed-upon price. As for coal, there was not 
a pound in Monterey, or anywhere else in California. Yessels 
wtth coal were known to be «r» route around Cape Horn, but 
none had yet reached California. 

The arrival of this steamer was the beginning of a new 
epoch on the Pacific coast ; yet there she lay, helpless, with- 
out coal or fuel. The native Califomians, who had never 
seen a steamship, stood for days on the beach looking at her, 
■with the uniymal exclamation, " Tm feo I " — ^how ugly I — 
and she was tmly ugly when compared vnXh. the clean, well- 
spaned frigates and sloops-of-war that had hitherto been seen 
ontheKor^ Pacific coast. It was first supposed it would take 
ten days to get wood enough to prosecute her voyage, and there- 
fore all tlio passengers who could took up their quarters on shore. 
Major Canby relieved me, and took the place I liad held so long 
as adjutant-general of the Department of California. The time 
seemed most opportune for me to leave the service, as I had 
several splendid offers of employment and of partnership, and, 
accordingly, I made my written resignation ; but General Snuth 
put his veto uppn it, saying that he was to command the Diyision 
of the Pacific, while General Biley was to have the Department 
of California, and Colonel Loring that of Oregon. He wanted 
nie as his adjutant-general, because of my familiarity with the 
country, and knowledge of its then condition. At the time, he 
had on his staff Gibbsas aide-de-camp, and Fitzgerald as quarter- 
master. He also had along with him quite a retinue of servants, 
hired with a clear contract to serve him for a whole year after 
reaching California, every one of whom deserted, except a young 
black fellow named Isaac Mrs. Smith, a pleasant but delicate 
Louisiana lady, had a white maid-servant, in whose fidelity she 
had unbounded confidence ; but this girl was married to a 
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perfect Btranger, and off before sbe had eTen landed in San 
Frandseo. It was, therefore, finally arranged that, on the Oali- 

foniia, I was to accompany General Smith to San Francisco 
as his adjutant-generaL I accordingly sold some of my horses, 
and arranged for others to go up hv land ; and from that time I 
became fairly enlisted in the military family of General Persif er 
F. Smith. 

I parted with my old commander, Colonel Mason, with sin- 
cere regret To me he had erer been kind and considerate, and^ 
while stem, honest to a fault, he was the Tory embodiment of 

the principle of fidelity to the interests of the General Govern- 
ment. He possessed a native strong intellect, and far more 
knowledge of the principles of civil government and law than 
he got credit for. In private and public expenditures he was 
extremely economical, but not penurious. In cases where the 
oiHcers had to contribute money for parties and entertainments, 
he always gave a double share, because of his allowance of double 
rations. During our frequent journeys, I was always caterer, 
and paid all the bills. In settling with him he required a 
written statement of the items of account, but never disputed 
one of them. During our time, California was, as now, full of 
a bold, enterprising, and speculative set of men, who were en- 
gaged in every sort of game to make money. I know that Colonel 
Mason was beset by them to use his position to make a fortune 
for himself and his friends ; but he never bought land or town- 
lots, because, he said, it was his place to hold the public estate 
for the Government as free and unencumbered by daims as pos- 
sible ; and when I wanted him to stop the publie-land sales in San 
Francisco, San Jose, etc., he would not ; for, although he did 
not believe the titles given by the alcaldes worth a cent, yet they 
aided to settle the towns and public lands, and he tliuiight, on 
the whole, the Government would be benefited thereby. Tho 
same thing occurred as to the gold-mines. He never toolc a title 
to a town-lot, unless it was one, of no real value, from Alcalde 
Colton, in Monterey, of which I have never heard since. He 
did take a share in the store which Warner, Bestor, and I, opened 
at Coloma, paid his share of the capital, five hundred dollars, 
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and zeoeiTed his share of the prafitB^fifkeeQ hundred dolkzik i 
Ihink also hetooka dMremaTcntafetaChmawithLaridB 
ot]i6rB;biit,€fnIeftTiiigCidiforni%]iewss ^adtot^OBtvidioial 
profit or loss. In the stem disdiarge of hkdatj lie made some 

bitter enemies, amoncr them Henr}- M. Xa^lee, who, in tLe news- 
papers of the day, er.'ieav.jreil to damage his fair ictii^e. But, 
knowing him intimately, I am certain that he is entitled to all 
praise for having so controlled the a&kirs of the coontry that, 
when his successor ttrriyed, all things were so di-^sed that a 
dvil form of goyernment iras an easy matter of adjustment* 
Colonel Hason was relkred bj General Bikj sooie time in April, 
and left Oaiifomiain tbe steamer of the 1st May for Washington 
and St. Iionis^ where he died of diolera in the smmner of 1849, 
and his body is buried in Belief ontaine Cemetery. ni3 widow 
afterward married Majur (since General) Don Caidos Buell, and 
is now hyinc: in Kentucky. 

In oTerhauling the hold of the steamer California, as she laj 
at anchor in Monterey Bay, a considerable amount of coal wa^ 
fomd nnder some hc^Tj duplicate machinery. With ihis^ and 
such wood as had been gathered, she was able to renew her Yey- 
age. The nsoal signal was mad% and we all went on board. 
About the let of March we entered the Heads, and anchored off 
San Francisco, near the United States line-of-battle-ship Ohio, 
Commodore T. Ap Catesby Jones. As was the uiuversal cua- 
torn of the day, the crew of the California deserted her ; and 
she lay for months unable to make a trip back to Panama, as 
was expected of her. As soon as we reached San Francisco, the 
first thing was to secure an office and a house to lire in. The 
weather was ndny and stormj, and snow eren lay on the hills 
back of the Mission. Captain Fdsom, the quartermaster, agreed 
to snrtendeor for our offiee the old adobe custom-house, on the 
upper comer of the plaza, as soon as he could remove his 
papers and effects down to one of liis warehouses on the beach ; 
and he also rented for us as rparters the old Hudson l>ay Com- 
pany house on Montgomery Street, which had been used by 
iHoward & Melius as a store, and at that yery time they were 
numng theur goods into a larger brick buildii^ just completed 
5 
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for them. As these changes would take some time, Geucnil 
Smith and Colonel Ogden, with their wives, accepted the hos- 
pitality offered hy Commodore Jones on board the Ohio. I 
opened the office at the custom-house, and Gibbs, Fitzgerald, 
and some others of us, slept in the loft of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany house until the lower part was cleared of Howard's storey 
after which G^eral Smith and the ladies moved in. There wa 
had a general mess, and the efforts at house-keeping were simply 
ludicrous. One servant after another, whom General Smith 
had brought from Kew Orleans, with a solemn promise to 
stand by him for one whole vear, deserted without a word of 
notice or explanation, and m a few days none remained but 
little Isaac The ladies had no maid or attendants ; and the 
general, commanding all the mi^tj forces of the United States 
on the Padiic coast, had to scratch to get one good meal a day 
for his family ! He was a gentleman of fine social qnalitiesy 
genial and gentle, and jdked at every thini^. Poor Mrs. Smith 
and Iklrs. Ogden did not bear it so philosophically. Gibbs, Fitz- 
gerald, and I, could cruise around and find a meal, which cost 
three iloUars, at some of the many restaurants which had sprung 
up out of red-wood boards and cotton lining j but the general 
and ladies could not go out, for Indies were rara aves at that 
day in California. Isaac was cook, chamber-maid, and every 
thhig, thonghtless of himself, and stmggling, oat of Ihe slim- 
mest means, to componnd a breakfast for a Large and hnngn- 
family. BresHast would be annonnced any tame between ten 
and twelve, and dinner according to circumstances. Many a 
time have I seen General Smith, with a can of ]>re6erved meat 
in his hands, going toward the house, tidvc off his hat on meet- 
ing a negro, and, on being asked the reason of his politeness, he 
would answer that they were the only real gentlemen in CaU- 
fomia. I confess that the fidelity of Colonel Mason's boy 
''Aaron," and of Gkneral Smith's boy ^ Isaac," at a time whoa 
every white man Luighed at promises as something made to be 
broken, has given me a kindly feeling of respect for the negroes, 
and makes me hope that tliey will lind an honorable "status" 
in the jumble of affairs in which we now live. That was a dull. > 
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haxd winter in San Fiancisoo ; the lains were heai^, and the 
mud fe&if nl. I have seen mnlea stomble in the street, and 
drown in the lifjuid mnd I Montgomery Street had been filled 

np with brush and claj, and I always dreaded to ride on horse- 
back along it, because the mud was so deep that a horse's legs 
would become entangled in tlie bushes below, and the rider was 
likely to be thrown and drowned in the mud. The only side- 
walks were made of stepping-stones of empty boxes, and here 
and tliere a few planks with barrel-etaves nailed on. All the 
town laj along Montgomery Street, from Sacramento to Jack- 
son, and about the plaza. Gambling was the chief oecnpatioii 
of the people. While they were waiting for the cessation of 
the rainy season, and for the beginning of spring, all sorts of 
houses were being put up, but of the most llimsy kind, and 
all were stores, restaurants, or fjamjbling- saloons. Any room 
twenty by sixty feet would rent for a thousand dollars a month. 
I had| as my pay, seventy dollars a month, and no one would 
even try to hire a servant under three hundred dollars. Had it 
not been for the fifteen hundred dollars I had made in the store 
at Ck)lomay I conld not have lived through the winter. About 
the Ist of April arrived the steamer Oregon ; but her captain 
(Pearson) knew what was the state of affairs on shore, and ran 
his steamer aloiig-ide the llne-of -battle-ship Ohio at Saucelito, 
and ol)tained tlie |)nvilcge of leavinir his crew on board as "pris- 
oners " until he wjis ready to return to sea. Then, discharging 
his passengers and getting coal out of some of the ships which 
had arrived, he retook his crew out of limbo and carried the 
first regular mail back to Panama early in April. Li regolar 
order arrived the third steamer, the Panama ; and, as the ves- 
sels were arriving with coal, the California was enabled to hire 
a crew and get oil. From that time forward these three ships 
constituted the regular line of mail-steamers, which has been 
kept up ever since. By the steamer Oregon arrived out ^fajor 
Ji, p. Hammond, J. M. WilUanis, James Blair, and others ; also 
the gentlemen who, with Major Ogden, were to compose a joint 
commiBsion to select the sites for the permanent forts and navy- 
yard of California. This commission was composed of Majora 
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Ogden, Smith, and Leadbetter, of the army, and Captains Gk>ldS' 
borough, Tan Bnuit, and Blimt, of the navy. These oflSoers, 
after a most careful study of the whole subject, selected Mare 

Island fur tlio navy-yard, and " Benieia " for the Btorehouses and 
arsenals ui the army. The Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
also selected Benicia as their depot. Thus was again re^nyed 
the old struggle lor supremacy of these two points aa the site 
of the future city of the Pacific. Meantime, however, San 
Francisco had seciirBd the name. About six hundred ships 
were anchored there without erews, and could not get away ; 
and there the city tMW, and had to be. 

Kevertheless, General Smith, bein^ disinterested and un- 
prejudiced, decided on Benicia as the point where the city 
onsrht to be, and where the army headquarters should be. By 
the Uregon there an-ived at San i'rancisco a man who deserves 
mention here — Baron Steinberger. He had been a great cattle- 
dealer in the United States, and boasted that he had helped 
to break the United States Bank, by being indebted to it five 
million dollars t At all eyentSy he was a splendid- looking j 
fellow, and brought with him from Washington a letter to ' 
General Smith and another for Commodore Jones, to the effect 
that ho was a man of enlarged experience in beef ; that the au- 
tliorities in Washington knew that there existed in California 
large herds of cattle, which were only valuable for their hides 
and tallow ; that it was of great importance to the Government 
that this beef should be cured and salted so as to be of use to 
the army and navy, obviating the necessity of shipping salt- 
beef around Cape Horn. I know he had sndi a letter from the 
Secretary of War, Harcj, to General Smith, for it passed 
into my custody, and I happened to be in Commodore Jones's , 
cabin when the baron presented the one for him from tlio 
Secretary of the Navy. Tlie l»arou was anxious to pitch in at 
once, and said that all he needed to start with were salt and bar- 
rels. After some inquiries of his purser, the commodore proni» 
ised to let him have the barrels with their salt, as fast as they i 
were emptied by the crew. Then the baron explained that he 
could get a nice lot of cattle from Don Timoteo Murphy, at the I 




184».'50.] £ABLY BEOOIXEOTIOKS OF OAUFORNIA. 



69 



Mission of San Eafael, on the north side of the hay, but he oonld 
not get a boat and crew to handle them. Under the'anthority 
from tlie Secretary of the Xavj, the commodore then promised 
him the use of a bodt and crew, until he (the baron) could find 
and purchase a suitable one for hiTusclf. Then the baron 
opened the first regular butcher-shop in San Francisco, on the 
wharf about the foot of Broadway or Pacific Street, where we 
oonld bny at twenty-five or fifty cents a pound the best roastSi 
BteakSy and enta of beef , which had cost him nothing, for he 
noTer paid anybody if he conld help it, and he soon.deaned 
poor Don Timoteo ont. At first, every boat of his, in com- 
ing duwu from the San Rafael, touched at the Oliio, and left 
the best beefsteaks and roasts for the commodore, but soon 
the baron had enough money to dispense with the borrowed 
boat, and set up for himself and from this small beginning, 
step by step, he rose in a few months to be one of the richest 
and most influential men in San Francisco ; but in his wild 
q)eculations he was at kst caught, and became helplessly bank 
rupt He followed General Eremont to St Louis in 1861, 
where I saw him, but soon afterward he died a pauper in one 
of the hospitals. When General Smith had his head<piarters 
in San Francisco, in the spring of 1S49, Steinberger gave 
dinners worthy any l)aron of old ; and when, in after-years, I 
was a banker there, he used to borrow of mc small sums of 
money in repayment f >r ray share of these feasts; and some- 
where among my old packages I hold one of his confidential 
notes for two hundred dollars^ but on the whole I got ofiE easily, 
I haye no doubt that, if this man's history could be written out, 
it would present phases as wonderful as any of romance ; but in 
my judgment he was a dangerous man, without any true sense 
of honor or honesty. 

Little l)y little the rains of that season grew less and les.«, and 
the hills once more became green and covered with llower^. It 
became perfectly evident that no family could live in San Fran- 
cisco on such a salary as Unde Sam allowed his most favored 
officials ; so General Smith and Major Ogden concluded to send 
their families back to the United States, and afterward we men- 
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folks oonld take to camp and live on our rations. The Second 
Infantry had amved, and had been distribntedy f onr oompanies 
to Monterey, and the rest somewhat as Stevenson's regiment 

Lad been. A. J. Smith's company of dragoons was sent up 
to Sonoma, whither General Smith had resolved to move our 
headquarters. On the steamer which siiiled about May let (I 
think the California), we embarked, the ladies for home and we 
for Monterey. At Monterey we went on shore, and Colonel 
Mason, who meantime had been relieved by General Kiley, went 
on board, and the steamer departed for Panama. Of all that 
party I alone am alive. 

General Eiley had, with his family, taken the house which 
Colonel Mason had formerly used, and Major Canby and wife 
hud secured rooms at Alvarado's. Captain Kane was quarter- 
master, and had his family in the house of a man named Gamer, 
near the redoubt. JBurton and Company F were still at the fort ; 
the four companies of the Second Infantry were quartered in 
the barracks, the same building in which we had had our head- 
quarters; and the company officers were quartered in hired 
buildings near by. General Smith and his aide^ Captaki Qibba, 
went to Larkin's house, and I was at my old rooms at Dofia 
Augustias. As we intended ti> go back to San Fmncisco by 
land and afterward to travel a good deal. General Smith gave 
me the necessary antliority to lit out the i)arty. There happened 
to be several trains of horses and mules in town, so I purchased 
about a dozen horses and mules at two hundred dollars a head, 
on account of the Quartermaater's Department, and we had them 
kept under guard in the quartermaster's oorral, 

. I remember one night being in the quarters of Lieutenant 
AlfM Sully, where nearly all the officers of the garrison 
were assembled, listening to Sully's stories. Lieutenant Derby, 
" Squil)ol)," was one of the number, as also Fred Steele, " Keigh- 
bor " Jones, and others, when, just after " tattoo,'' the orderly- 
sergeants came to report the i*esult of '^tattoo" roU-call; one 
reported five men absent, another eight, and so on, until it be- 
came certMn that twenty-eight men had deserted; and they 
were so bold and open in their behavior that it amounted to 
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defiance. They had deliberately slung their knapeacks and 
started for the gold-mines. Dr. Mnrray and I were fhe only 
ones pfesent who were familiar with tiie ooontry, and I ex- 
plained how easy they oonld all be taken by a party going 

out at once to Salinas Plain, where the coimtry was so open 
and IcYel that a ral»V)it could not cross without heinir seen : 
that the deserters could not go to the mines without crossing 
that plain, aud could not reach it before daylight. All agreed 
that the whole regiment would desert if these men were not 
bronght back. Seyeral officers volunteered on the spot to go 
after them ; and, as the soldiera eonld not be trusted, it was 
nsdlefls to send any bnt officers in pursuit Some one went to 
report the affair to the adjntant-general, Canby, and he to Gen- 
eral Riley. I waited some time, and, as the thing grew cold, 
I thought it was given up, and went to my room and to bed. 

About midnight I was called up and informed tliat tlicio 
were seven officers willing to go, but the difficulty was to 
get horses and saddles. I went down to Larkin's house and 
got General Smith to consent that we might take the hones 
I had bought for onr trip. It was nearly three o'clock a. x. 
before we were all mounted and ready. I had a musket 
which I used for huntang. With this I led off at a canter, 
followed by the others. About six miles out, by the faint 
moon, I saw aliead of us in the sandy road some blue coats, and, 
fearing lest they miirht resist or escape into the dense bushes 
which lined the road, I halted and found with me T*ay master 
Hill, Captain H. Davis, and Lieutenant John Hamilton. "We 
waited some time for the othen^ viz., Oanby, Murray, Gibbs, 
and Sully, to come up, but as thej were not in sight we made a 
dash up the road and captured ax of the deserters, who were 
Germans, with heavy knapeaeks on, trudging along the deep, 
sandy road. They had not expected pursuit, had not heard 
our horses, and were accordingly easily taken. Finding myself 
the senior officer pre>eiit, I ordered Lieutenant Hamilton to 
search the men and then to march them back to Monterey, sus- 
pecting, as was the fact, that the rest of our party had taken a 
road that branched off a couple of miles back. Daylight broke 
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{18 wc reached the Salinas River, twelve miles out, and there 
the trail was broad and fresh leading directly out on the Salinas 
Plain. This plain is about five miles wide, and then the ground 
iKKJomes somewhat broken. The trail continued very plain, and 
I rode on at a gallop to where there was an old adobe-ranch on 
the left of the road, with the head of a lagoon, or pond, close 
by. I saw one or two of the soldiers getting water at the pond, 
and others up near the house. I had the best horse and was 
considerably ahead, but on looking back could see Hill and 
Davis coming up behind at a gallop. I motioned to them to 
hurry forward, and turned my horse across the head of the pond, 
knowing the ground well, as it was a favorite place for shooting 
geeso and ducks. Approaching the house, I ordered tlie men 
who were outside to go in. They did not know me personally, 
and exchanged glances, but I had my musket cocked, and, as 
the two had seen Davis and Hill coming up pretty fast, they 
obeyed. Dismounting, I found the house full of deserters, and 
there was no escape for them. They naturally supposed that 
I hjul a strong party with me, and when I ordered them to 
" fall in " they obeyed from habit. By the time llill and Diwis 
came up I liad them formed in two ranks, the front rank facing 
about, and I was taking away their bayonets, pistols, etc. We 
disarmed tliem, destroying a musket and several pistols, and, on 
counting tliom, wo found that wo three had taken eighteen, 
whic'li, added to the six first captured, made twenty-four. We 
made tliem sling their knaj)8acksand begin their homeward march. 
It was near night when wo got back, so that these deserters had 
traveled nearly forty miles since "tattoo" of the night before. 
The other jiarty liad captured three, so that, only one man had 
escaped. I <loubt not this prevented the desertion of the bulk 
of the Second Infiintry that spring, for at that time so demoral- 
izing was the elTe<'t of the gold-mines that everj'body not in 
the military serviire justified desertion, because a soldier, if free, 
couUl rarn nion? mon«'y in a day than he received per month. 
Not only did hoMiith and hailors desert, but captains and masters 
of whipH actually uliuiid'-urd llu'ir \ » Is and rar^'ocs to try their 
luck at the nuauji. I*re4u-lu.-ra and jirofessora forg^>t their creeds 
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and took to trade, and even to keeping gambling-houses. I ro- 
member that one of our regular soldiers, named Keese, in do- 
aerting stole a favorite donble-barreled gun of mine, and when 
the orderly^«ergeant of the company, Caraon, was going on for- 
lough, I asked him when he came across Beese to tiy and get 
my gnn hack. When he letnmed he told me that he had f oond 
Beeae and offered him a hxmdred doUaia for my gun, but Reese 
fient me woi4 that he liked the gmi, and would not take a hun- 
dred dollars for it. Soldiers or sailora who oonld reach the 
mines were nniymaBy shielded by the miners, so that it was 
next to nselesB to attempt their recaptnre. In due season Gen 
eral Pcrsifer Smith, Gibbs, and I, with some hired packei*s, 
started back for Sau I'rancisco, and soon after we transferred 
our headquarters to Sonoma. About this time Major Joseph 
Hooker arrived from the East — the regular adjutant-general of 
the division — relieved me, and I l)ecame thereafter one of Gen- 
eral Smith's regidar aides-de-camp. 

As there was verv little to do, General Smith encouraiiL'd us 
to go into any business that would enable us to make money. 
R. P. Hammond, James Blair, and I, made a contract to survey 
for Colonel J. D. Stevenson his newly-projected city of " New 
York of the Pacific,'* situated at the month of the San Joaquin 
Kiver. The eontract embraced, also, the maldng of soundings 
and the marking out of a channel through Suisnn Bay. AVo 
hired, in Ban Francisoo, a small metallic boat, with a sail, laid 
in some stores, and proceeded to the United States ship Ohio, 
anchored at Sanoelito> where we bonrowed a sailor -boy and 
lead-linee with which to sound the channeL Vfe sailed np to 
Benicia, and, at General Smith's request, we surveyed and 
marked the line dividing the city of Benida from the gorem- 
ment reserve. We then sounded fiie bay back and f ortii, and 
staked out the best channel up Suisun Bay, from which Blair 
made out sailing directions. We then made the preliminary 
purveys of the city of " Xew York of the Pacific," all of -which 
were duly plotted ; and for this work we each received from 
Stevenson five hundred dollars and ten or fifteen lots. I sold 
cooogh lota to make up another five hundred dollars, and let 
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the balance go ; for the city of " !New York of the Padfie 
nerer came to anything, L^deed, dtleB at the time were be- 
ing projected by specnlatofs all ronnd the bay and all over the 
oonntiy. 

While we were aurrejing at ^"New York of the PacifiCy'* 
occurred one of thoae little eventa that showed the force of the 
gold-fever. We had a sailor-boy with vb, about aeTonteen years 
old, who cooked our meals and helped w<»k the boat On shore, 
we had the sail spread 80 as to shelter us against the wind and 
dew. One morning 1 awuke about davliffht, and looked out to see 
if our sailor-boy was at work getting breakfast ; but he was not 
at the fire at alL Getting up, I discovered that lie had converted 
a tuIe-hoUa into a sail-boat, and was sailing for the gold-mines, 
lie was astride this hoLsa^ with a small parcel of bread and meat 
done 11]) in a piece of cloth ; another piece of cloth, such as we 
used for making our signal-stations, he had fixed into a sail ; and 
with a paddle he was directing his precarious craft right out 
into the broad bay, to follow the general direction of the schoon- 
ers and boats that he knew were ascending tho Sacramento 
Kiver. He was about a hundred yards from the shore. I jerked 
up my gun, and hailed him to come back. After a moment's 
hesitation, he let go his sheet and began to paddle back. Thia 
hdiUa was nothing but a bundle of tuU^ or bullrush, bound to- 
gether with grasB-ropea in the ahape of a cigar, about ten feet 
long and about two feet through the butt With these the Cal- 
ifornia Indians cross streams of considerable size. When he 
came ashore, I gave him a good oveihauling for attempting 
to desert, and put him to work getting breakfast In due time 
we returned him to his ship^ the Ohio. 

Subsequently, I made a bargain with Mr. Hartnell to survey 
his ranch at Cosumnes Kiver, Sacramento Valley. Ord and a 
young citizen, named Seton, were a.-sociated with nie in this. I 
bought of liodniMu ]\r. Price a surveyors compass, chain, etc., 
and, in San Francisco, a small wagon and harness. Availing 
ourselves of a schooner, chartered to carry Major Miller and two 
companies of the Second Infantry from San Francisco to Stock- 
ton, we got up to our destination at little cost. I recall an oo 
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coxTenoe that happened when the schooner was anohored in Car* 
quines Straits, oppoaite the aoMieiB' camp on ahore. We were 
waiting for dayll^t and a fair wind ; the schooner ky anchored 
at an ebb-tide^ and about daylight Ord and I had gone ashore 
for sometihing. Jnst as we were pulling oft from shore^ we 
heaid the loud ahonts of the men, and saw them all mnnlng 
down toward the water. Onr attention thus drawn, we saw some* 
thing swiraining in the water, and pulled toward it, thinking it 
a coyote ; but we soon recognized a lari^e fjjrizzlj bear, swimming 
directly across tbe cliaiuiel. 2sot having any weapon, we liur- 
riedly pulled for the schooner, calling out, as wo nearcd it, A 
bear ! a bear ! " It so happened that Major Miller was on deck, 
washing his face and hands. He ran rapidly to the l)ow of the 
vessel, took the musket from the hands of the sentinel, and fired 
at the bear, as he passed but a short distance ahead of the schoiJiier. 
The bear rose, made a growl or howl, but continued his com*se. 
As we scrambled np the port-side to get our guns, the mate, with 
a crew, happened to have a boat on the starboard-side, and, 
armed only with a hatchet, they pulled up alongside the bear, 
and the mate struck him in the head with tiie hatchet. The bear 
turned, tried to get into the boaty bnt the mate stmck his daws 
with repeated blowa^and made him let ga After several passes 
with him, the mate actually killed the bear, got a rope ronnd 
liim, and towed him alongside the schooner, where he was 
hoisted on deck. The carcass weighed over six hundred pounds. 
It was found that Major Millei^s tkot had struck the bear in the 
lower jaw; and thns disabled him. Had it not been for this, 
the bear would certainly have upset the boat and drowned all in 
it. As it was, however, his meat served ns a good turn in our 
trip up to Stockton. At Stockton we disembarked our wagon, 
provisions, and instruments. 

There I bought two fine mules at three hundred dollars each, 
and we hitched up and started for the Cosumnes Kiver. About 
twelve miles off was the Mokelumne, a wide, bold stream, with 
a canoe as a ferry-boat. We took our wagon to pieces, and fer- 
ried it and its contents across, and then di'ove our mules into the 
water. In crossing, one mule became entangled in the rope of 
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the otLer, and for a tiuie we tlioiic^ht lie was a gone mule ; but 
at last lie revived and we hitched up. The mules were both 
pack-animals ; neither had ever before seen a wagon. Young 
Setou also was about as green, and had never handled a mule. 
We put on the harness, and began to hitch them in, when one 
of the mnles turned his head, saw the wagon, and started. "W"e 
held on tight, but the beast did not etop nntil he had ahivered 
the tongne-pole into a dozen fragments. The £iot was, that 
Seton had hitched the traces before he had put on the blind- 
bridle. There was considerable swearing done, but that wonld 
not mend the pole. There was no place nearer than Sutter's 
Fort to repair damages, so we were put to our wits' end. We 
first sent back a mile or so, and bought a raw-hide. Gathering 
up the fragments of the pole and cutting the hide into strips, we 
fished it in the rudest manner. As long as the hide was ecu, 
tlie pole was very sLiky ; but gradually the sun dried tlie hide, 
tightened it, and the pole actually held fur about a month. Tin's 
cost us nearly a day of delay ; but, when damages were repaired, 
we harnessed up again, and reached the crossing of the Co- 
sumnes, where our survey was to beprin. The crjyeJierUe, or title- 
papers, of the ranch described it as contaiiiinp: nine or eleven 
leagues on the Cosumnes, south side, and between the ISan Joa- 
quin Kiver and Sierra Nevada Mountains. AVe began at the 
])lace where t!ie road crosses the Cosumnes, and laid down a line 
four miles south, perpendicular to tbe general direction of the 
stream ; then, surveying up the stream, we marked each mile so 
as to admit of a subdi vision of one mile by four. The land was 
dry and very poor, with the exception of here and there some 
small pieces of bottom-land, the great bulk of the bottom-land 
occurring on the north side of the stream. • We continued the 
sanrey up some twenty miles into the hills above the mill of 
Bailor and Sheldon. It took about a month to make this survey, 
which, when finished, was duly plotted ; and for it we received 
one-tenth of the land, or two subdividons. Ord and I took the 
land, and we paid Seton for his labor in cash. By the sale of 
my share of the land, subsequently, I realiased three thousand 
dollars. After finishing Ilartnell's survey, we crossed over to 
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Bailor's, and did some work for liiin at five hundred doUan a 
day for the part^. Haying finished our work on the GofiiunneBy 
we proceeded to Sacramento^ where Captain Sntter employed na 
to connect the amrvey of Sacramento City, made hy lieutenant 
Waraer, and that of Sntterville, three xi^es helow, which waa 
then heing sorveyed by lieutenant J. W. DayidBon, of the First 
Dragoons. At Sntterville, the plateau of the Sacramento ap- 
proadied quite near the liyer, and it would have made a hotter 
site for a town than the low, submerged land where the dty now 
stands ; but it seems to he a law of growth that all Datural ad- 
van ti^es are disregarded wherever once business chooses a loca- 
tion. Old Sutter's emljarcadero became Sacramento City, simply 
because it was the first point used for unloading boats for Sut- 
ter's Fort, just fis the site for San Francisco was fixed by the use 
of Yerba Buena as the hide-landing for the Mission of San 
Francisco de Asis." 

I invested my earnings in this survey in three lots in Sacra- 
mento City, on which I made a fair profit by a sale to one 
McKolty, of Mansfield, Ohio. I only had a two months' leave 
of absence, during which General Smith, his staff, and a retinue 
of civil Mende^ were making a tour of tiie gold-minesi and 
hearing that he waa m rouU hack to his headquarters at So« 
noma, I knocked off my work, sold my instroments, and left 
my wagon and mules with my cousin Charley Iloyt, who had 
a store in SaeramentOi and was on the point ci moving up to a 
ranch, for which he had bargained, on Bear Greek, on which 
was afterward established Camp " Far West** He afterward 
sold the mules, wagon, etc., for me, and on the wliole I think 
I cleared, by those two months' work, about six thousand dol- 
lars. I then retunied to headquarters at Sonoma, in time to 
attend my fellow aide-de-camp Gibbs throujjh a long and dan- 
gerous sickness, during which he was on board a store-ship, 
guarded by Captain George Johnson, who now resides in San 
Francisco. General Smith had agreed that on tlie lirst good 
opportunity he would send me to the United States as a 
hearer of dispatches, but this he conld not do until he had 
made the examination of Oregon, which waa also in hia com^ 
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mand. During the summer of 1840 there continued to pour 
into California a perfect stream of people. Steamers canK', 
and a line was established from San Franci.sco to Sacraniento, 
of which the Senator was the pioneer, charging sixteen dolhirs a 
passage, and actually coining money. Other boats were built, 
out of materials which had eitiier come around Cape Horn or 
were brought from the Sandwich Islands. AVharves were built, 
houses were springing up as if by magic, and the Bay of San 
Francisco presented as busy a scene of life as any part of the 
world. Major Allen, of the Quartermasters Department, who 
bad oomeontas chief -quartermaster of the diviaum^vas building 
a large warehouse at Benicia, with a row of quarters, out of lum- 
ber at one hundred doUars per thousand feet, and the work wa? 
done by men at sixteen dollars a day. I have seen a detailed 
soldier, who got only his monthly pay of eight dollam a month, 
and twenty cents a day for extra duty, nailing on weatheivboardB 
and shingles, alongside a citizen who was paid sbrteen dollars a 
day. This was a real injustice, made the soldiers discontented, 
and it was hardly to be wondered , at that so many deserted 
While the mass of people were busy at gold and in mammoth 
speculations, a set of busy politicians were at work to secure the 
prizes of civil government. Gwin and Fremont were there, 
and T. Butler King, of Georgia, had come out from the East, 
scheming for office. He fctald witli at Sonoma, and was gen- 
erally regiUiled as the Government candidate for United States 
Senator. General Biley as Governor, and Captain Ilalloek as 
Secretary of State, had issued a proclamation for the election of 
a convention to frame a State constitution. In due time the 
elections were held, and the convention was assembled at Mon- 
terey. Dr. Scmple was elected president; and Gwin, Fre- 
mont, Ilalleck, Butler King, Shervvood, Gilbert, Shannon, and 
others, were members. General Smith took no part in this 
conyention, but sent me down to watch the proceedings, and 
report to him. The only subject of interest was the slavety 
question. There were no daves then in California, saye a few 
who had come out as servants, but the Southern people at tiiat 
time churned their share of territoiy, out of that acquired by 
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the common labors of all sections of the Union in tlie war with 
Mexico. Still, in California there was little feeling on the sub- 
ject- I never beard Cteneral Smith, who was a Louisianian, 
express any opinion about it Nor did Butler King, of Geor- 
gia, ever manifest any particnkr interest in the matter. A 
oommittee ^^as named to draft a oonatitation, which in due time 
was reported, with the nsoal danae^ then known aa the Wihnot 
Provifio, ezdnding daveiy ; and dazing the dehate whidi enaaed 
veiy litde opposition was made to tiiis danse, whidi was finaUj 
adopted hj a laige majorit/y although the eonvention was made 
np in large part of men from onr Southern States. This mat- 
tor of Galifomia being a free State, afterward, in the national 
Congress, gave rise to angry debates, which at one time threat- 
ened civil war. The result of the convent iuii was the election 
of State officers, and of the Legislature which sat in San Ju&e in 
October and November, 1849, and which elected Fremont and 
Gwin as the first United States Senators in Congress from the 
Pacific coast. 

Shortly after returning from Monterey, I was sent by Gen- 
cml Smith up to Sacramento City to instruct Lieutenants War- 
ner and Williamson, of the Engineers, to push their surveys of 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the possibility of passing that range by a raOroad, a subject that 
then elicited universal interest. It was generally assumed that 
such a road eould not be made along any of the immigrant roads 
then in use, and Wamer'a orders were to look further north np 
the Feather Biver, or some one of its tribntariea. Warner was 
engaged in this snrvey during the summer and fall of 1849, and 
had eiploiedy to the Yery end of Goose Lake, the souroe of Feath- 
er Biver. Then, leaving Williamson with the baggage and part 
of the men, he took about ten men and a fint-rate goidOy 
crossed the summit to the east, and had turned south, having 
the range of mountains on his right hand, with the intention of 
regaining his camp by another pass in the mountain. The party 
was strung out, single file, with wide spaces between, Wanier 
ahead. He had just crossed a small valley and ascended one of 
the spurs covered with sage-brush and rocks, when a band of In* 
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dians rose up and poured in a shower of arrows. The mule 
turned and ran back to the valley, where ^Vamer fell off dead, 
puncturL'd by five arrows. The mule also died. The guide, 
who was next to Warner, was mortallv wounded; and one 
or two men had arrows in their bodies, but recovered. The 
party gathered about AVamer's body, in sight of the Indians, 
"who whooped and yelled, but did not venture away from their 
cover of rocks. This party of men remained there all day with* 
out burying the bodies, and at night, by a wide circuit, paaaed 
the mountain, and reached Williamson's camp. The news of 
Warner's deadi cast a £^oom over all the old Calif omian% who 
knew him welL He was a cftreful, pmdent, and honest officer, 
well qualified for his businesf^ and eztremelj accnrate in all his 
work. He and I had heen intimately associated dnring our four 
years together in California, and I felt his loss deeply. The 
season was then too far advanced to attempt to avenge his death, 
and it was not nntil the next spring that a party was sent ont to 
gather up and burj' his scattered bones. 

As winter ap])roacliL'd, the immigrants overland came pour- 
ing into Caiif»>niia, dii^ty and worn with their two thousand * 
miles of weary travel across the plains and mountains. Those 
who arrived in October and ]S'ovenil)cr reported thousimda 
still behind them, with oxen perisliing, and short uf food. 
Appeals were made for help, and General Smitli resolved to at- 
tempt relief. Major Itucker, who had come across with Pike 
Graham's Battalion of Dragoons, had exchanged with Major 
Fitzgerald, of the Quartermaster's Department, and was de- 
tailed to conduct this relief. General Smith ordered him to 
be supplied with one hundred thousand dollars out of the civil 
fond, subject to his control, and with this to purchase at Sac- 
ramento flonr, bacon, etc, and to hire men and mules to send 
ont and meet the immigrants. Major Backer fulfilled this dnty 
perfectly, sending ont padc-trains loaded with f oo4 by the many 
rentes by which the immigrants were known to be approaching, 
went ont himself with one of these trains, and remained in the 
momitains nntil the last immigrant had got in. "No donbt this 
expedition saved many a life which has since been most naefnl j 

4 
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to tbe conntry. I remained at Sacramento a good part of the 
fall of 184:0, recoguiziug among the immigrants many of my old 
personal friends — John C. Fail, William King, Sam Stambaugh, 
Hugh Ewing, Hampton Dcnman, etc. I got Iluckcr to give 
these last two employment along with the train for the relief of 
the immigrants. Thej had proposed to begin a ranch on my 
land on tbe Cosunines, but aftmrard changed their minds, and 
went out with Backer. 

'WbOe I was at Sacramento General Smith bad gone on bis 
contemplated trip to Oregon, and promised that be would be back 
in December, when be wonld send me home with dispatches. 
Accordingly, as tbe winter and rainy season was at band, I went 
to San IVancisco, and spent some time at tbe Presidio, waiting 
patiently for (xenersl Smith's return. About Christmas a yessel 
arrived from Oregon with ttie dispatches, and an order for me to 
deliver them in person to General Winfield Scott, in T^"ew York 
Citr. Genenil ^?iiiitli had sent tliem down, reiiiaininir iu Orei^on 
for a time. Of course I was all ready, and others of our set were 
going home by the same conveyance, viz., Uncker, Ord, A. J. 
Smith — some under orders, and the others on leave. AVanting 
to see my old friends in Monterey, I arranged for my passage in 
the steamer of January 1, 1850, paying six hundred dollars for 
passage to New York, and went down to Monterey by land, 
iiucker accompanying me. The weatlicr was unusually rainy, 
and all the plain about Santa Clara was under water ; but we 
reached Monterey in time. I again was welcomed by my friends, 
Dofia Augustias, Mannelita, and the family, and it was resolved 
that I should take t\\'i > of the boys borne with me and put them at 
Georgetown College for education, viz., Antonio and Porfino, 
thirteen and eleven years old. The dofla gave me a bag of gold- 
dust to pay for their passage and to deposit at tbe ooll^. On 
tbe 3d day of January punctually appeared tbe steamer Oregon. 
We were all soon on board and off for home. At that time tbe 
steamers touched at San Diego, Aeapulco, and Panama. Our 
passage down tbe oo^ was unusually pleasant Arrived at 
Panama, we hired mules and rode across to Gorgona, on the 
Cmoes Hivcr, where we liired a boat and paddled down to tbe 
6 
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mouth of the liver^ off which ky the steamer Oresoent Oitj. 
It usually took four days to cross the isthmus, every passenger 
taking care of bimpclf, and it was really funny to watch tlie 
efforts uf woiiicii and men unaccn-tomed to mules. It was an 
old song to us, and the trip across was easy and interesting. In 
due time we were rowed off to the Crescent City, rolling back 
and forth in the swell, and we scnunhled aboard by a " Jacob's 
ladder " from the stem. Some of the women had to be hoisted 
aboard by lowering a tub from the end of a boom; fun to us 
who looked on, but awkward enough to the poor women, es- 
pecially to a very fat one, who attracted much notice. General 
Fremont, wife and child (Lillie) were passengers with us down 
from San Francisco ; but Mrs. Fremont not being weU, they re- 
mained over one trip at Panama. 

Senator (twin was one of our passengers, and went through 
to New York. We reached New York about the dose of Jan- 
nary^ after a safe and pleasant trip. Onr party, oompoeed of 
Qrdy A. J. Smithy and Itncker, with the two hoya^ Antonio and 
Porfirio, put up at Delmonioo's^ on Bowling Green; and, as 
soon as we had cleaned np somewhat, I took a caniage^ went to 
Qeneral Scott's ixBLee in Ninth Street, delivered my dispatches, 
was ordered to dine with him next day, and then went forth to 
hnnt np my old friends and relations, the Sootts, Hoyts, etc., etc 

On xeadiing New York, most of ns had rough eoldiei's cloth- 
ing, hnt we soon got a new outfit, and I dined with General 
Scott's family, Mrs. Scott beino: present, and also their son-in- 
law and daughter (Colonel and Mrs. II. L. Scott). The general 
questioned me pretty closely in regard to things on the Facific 
coast, especially the politics, and startled me with the asser- 
tion that " our country was on the eve of a terrible civil war." 
lie interested me by anecdotes of my old army comrades in 
his recent battles aronnd the city of Mexico, and I felt deeply 
the fact that our country had passed through a foreign war, 
that my comrades had fought great battles, and yet I had not 
heard a hostile shot Of course, X thought it the last and only 
chance in my day, and that my career as a soldier was at an end. 
After some four or five days spent in New York, I was, by 
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an order of General Scott, sent to Washington, to lay before 
tlie Secretary of AVar (Crawford, of Georgia) the dispatclies 
which I had brought from Califurnia. On reaching Wash- 
ington, I found that Mr. Ewing was Secretary of the Interior, 
and I at once became a member of his family. The family 
occnpied the house of Mr. Blair, on Pennsylvania Avenue, 
directly in front of the War Department. I inmiediately re- 
paired to the War Department, and placed my dispatclies in the 
hands of Mr. Crawford, who qneatloiied me somewhat about 
Califonua, but seemed little intexested in the snbject, except so 
far as it rdated to slavery and the routes through Texas. I then 
went to call on the President at the White House. I found Major 
Kiss, who had been my teacher in mathematicB at West Point, 
and was then General Taylor's son-in-law and priyate secretaiy. 
Hie took me into the room, now used by the Presidoit's priyate 
secretaries, where President Taylor was. I had never seen him 
before, though I had served under him in Florida in 1840-'41, 
and was most agreeably surprised at his fine personal appear- 
ance, and his pleasant, easy manners. He received me with 
great kindness, told me that Colonel Masuu had jneutiuued my 
name with praise, and that he would be pleased to do mo any act 
of favor. We were with him nearly an hour, talking about Cali- 
fornia generally, and of his personal friends, Persifer Smitli, 
Hiley, Canby, and others. Although General Scott was gener- 
ally regarded by tlie army as the most accomplished soldier of 
the Mexican War, yet General Taylor had that blunt, honest, 
and stem character, that endeared bim to the masses of the peo- 
ple, and made him President. Ulisa, too, had p:aiiied a large 
fame by his marked skill and intelligence as an ad jutant^;eneral 
and military adviser. His manner was yeiy unmilitazy, and in 
his talk he stammered and hesitated, so as to make an unfaTor- 
able impression on a stranger ; but he was wonderfully accurate 
and skillful with his pen, and his orders snd letters form a 
model of military precision and desmesa. 



Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER IIL 



MISSOUBI, LOUISIANA, AND CALIFORNIA. 

1850-1855. 

Hayino returned from California in January, 1850, wiUi 
dispatches for the War Department, and having deUYered 
them in person first to General Scott in Kew York Cily, and 
afterward to the Secretary of War (Crawford) in Washkigton 
City, I applied for and received a leave of absence for mz 
months. I first visited my mother, then living at Hansfield, 
Ohio, and returned to Washington, where, on the Ist day of 
May, 1850, I was married to Miss Ellen Boyle Ewing, daughter 
of the Hon. Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the Interior. The 
iiiani:)L'-e ccremuiiy was attended hy a lar<^e and distinguished 
conipanvj eiuhracing Daniel Wchster, Henry Clay, T. H. Bentun, 
President Taylor, and all his cabinet. This occurred at the 
house of Mr. Ewing, the same now owned and occupied by Mr. 
F. P. Blair, senior, on Pennsylvania Avenue, opposite the "War 
Department, "We made a weddini: tour to Baltimore, New 
York, ^Niagara, aii<l Oliio, niid returned to "Washington by the 
1st of July. General Taylor participated in the celebration of 
the Fourth of July, a very hot day, by hearing a long speech 
from the Hon. Heniy S. Foote, at the base of the Washington 
Monument. Returning from the celebration much lieated and 
fatigued, he partook t oo freely of his favorite ioed milk with 
cherries, and during that night was seized with a severe colic, 
which by morning had quite prostrated him. It was said that 
he sent for his son-in-law, Smgeon Wood, United States Army, 
stationed in Baltimore, and declined medical assistance from 
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anybody else. ISi, Ewing yisited bim Beveral timefl^ and was 
manifesfly imeasj and aozionsy as was also bis son-in-law, Ma- 
jor Bliss, then of the amy, and bis confidential secretary. He 

rapidly grew worse, and died in about four days. 

At that time tliere was a liigh state of political feeling per- 
vading the country, on account of the questions growing out of 
the new Territories just acquired from Mexico by the war. 
Congress was in session, and General Taylor's sudden death 
evidently created great alarm. I was present in the Senate-gal- 
lerv, and saw the oath of o^^ce administered to the Vicc-Presi- 
dent, Mr. Fillmore, a man of splendid physical proportions and 
commanding appearance ; but on the faces of Senators and peo- 
ple could easily be read tbe feelings of doubt and uncertainty 
that prevailed. All knew that a change in the cabinet and 
general policy was likely to resnlt, but at the time it was sup- 
posed that Mr. Fillmore, whose borne was in BufEalo, would be 
leas liberal than General Taylor to.tbe politicians of tbe Sontb, 
wbo feared, or pretended to fear, a cmsade against slayery; or, 
as was tbe political C17 of tbe day, ihat.slaTeiy would be prohib- 
ited in the Territories and in tbe plaeies exdnsiTely nnder tbe 
jurisdiction of tbe United States, Events, bowever, proved tbe 
contrary. 

I attended General Taylor's funeral as a sort of aide^e- 

camp, at the request of the Adjutant-General of the anny, Hoger 
Jones, whose brother, a militia-general, commanded the escort, 
composed of militia and some regulars. Among the regulars I 
recall the names of Captains John Sedgwick and W. F. Barry. 

Hardly was General Taylor decently buried in the Cougi*cs- 
sional Cttiietery when the political struggle recommenced, and 
it becaiTio inanifost that Mr. Fillmore favored the general com- 
promise then known as Henry Clay's " Omnibus Bill," and that 
a general change of cabinet would at once occur. Webster was 
to succeed Mr. Cla^-ton as Secretary of State, Corwin to succeed 
• Mr. Meredith as Secretary of the Treasury, and A. H. H. Stuart 
to succeed Mr. Ewing as Secretary of the Interior. Mr. Ewing, 
however, was immediately appointed by the Govemor of the 
State to succeed Ckurwin in the Senate. Tbeae changes made it 
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necessary for Mr. Ewing to discontinue house-keeping, and 'Mr. 
Corwin took liis house and furniture off his hands. I escorted 
tlie family out to their home in Lancaster, Ohio ; but, before 
this had occurred, some most interesting debates took place in 
the Senate, which I regularly attended, and heard Clay, Benton, 
Foote, King of Alabama, Dayton, and the many real orators of 
that day. Mr. Calhoun was in his seat, but he was evidently ap- 
proaching his end, for lie was pale and feeble in the extreme. I 
heaixl Mr. "Webster's last speech on the floor of the Senate, 
under circumstances that warrant a description. It was publicly 
Known that he was to leave the Senate, and enter the new cab- 
inet of Mr. Fillmore, as his Secretary of State, and that prior 
to leaving he was to make a great speech on the " Omnibus 
Bill." Resolved to hear it, I went up to the Capitol on the day 
named, an hour or so earlier than usual. The speech was to be 
delivered in the old Senate-cliamber, now used by the Supreme 
Court. The galleries were much smaller than at present, and I 
found them full to overflowing, with a dense crowd about the 
door, struggling to reach the stairs. I could not get near, and 
then tried the reporters' gallery, but found it equally crowded ; 
so I feared I should lose the only possible opportunity to hear 
Mr, Webster. 

I had only a limited personal acquaintance with any of the 
Senators, but had met Mr. Corwin quite often at Mr. Ewing's 
house, and I also knew that he had been extremely friendly 
to my father in his lifetime ; so I ventured to send in to him 
my card, " W. T. S., First-Lieutenant, Third Artillery." He 
came to the door promptly, when I said, "Mr. Corwin, I be- 
lieve Mr. Webster is to speak to-day." His answer was, " Yes, 
he has the floor at one o'clock." I then added that I was ex- 
tremely anxious to hear him. " Well," said he, " why don't you 
go into the galler}^ ? " I explained that it was full, and I had 
tried every access, but found all jammed with people. " Well," 
said he, " what do you want of me? " I explained that I would 
like him to take me on the floor of the Senate ; that I had often 
Been from the gallery persons on the floor, no better entitled to 
it than I. Ho then a.skcd in his quizzical way, "Are you a 



laCO-W] ICSSOURI, LOUISIANA, OALIFORl^IA. 87 

foragn embaaBadort" ^^Ko." ^< Are yom the Qovemor of a 
Stetef' <<No." Are you a member of the oliher House 
^'Gertaiiily not." <*Have you ever had a vote of thanks by 
name?" "No." "Well, these are the only privileged mem- 
bers.'' I then tuld liini he knew well enough who I was, and 
th:it if he ehose he eould take me in. He then said, ^'Havo 
you any impudence ?" I told him, "A reasonable amount if 
oecasiou called for it." " Do you think you could become so 
intore.-,ted in my conversation as not to notice the door-keeper?" 
(pointin«j^ to him). I told him that there was not the least doubt 
of ity if he would teU me one of his funny stories. He then took 
my ano^andled me a turn in the vestibule, talking about some in- 
different matter, but all the time directing my looks to his left 
hand, toward which he was gesticulating with his right; and thus 
we approadied the door-keeper, who b^an asking me, " Foreign 
embaiasadort GoTenuxr of a State t Member of Congress)" 
etc.; bat I caoght Corwin's eye, which said plainly, ''Don't 
mind him, pay attention to me," and in this way we entered the 
Senate-chamber hy a ude-door. Onoe in, Oorwin said, ''Kow 
yon can take care of yourself," and I thanked him cordially. 
I fonnd a seat dose behind Mr. Webster, and near General 
Scott, and heard the whole of the speech. It was heavy in the 
extreme, and I confess tlmt I w;is disiippointcd and tired long 
before it was lini.-hed. Ts'o doubt the speech was full of fact 
and argument, but it had none of the iire of oratory, or intensity 
of feeling, that marked all of Mr. Clay's ellorts. 

Toward the end of July, as before stated, all the family went 
home to Lancaster. Congress was still in session, and the bill 
adding four captains to the Commissary Department had not 
passed, but was reasonably certain to, and I was equally sure of 
being one of .them. At that time my name was on the mua- 
tor-roll of (Li^t) Ck>mpany 0, Third Artillery (Bragg's), sta- 
tioned at Jefferson Barracks, near St. Louis. But, as there 
was diolera at St Louis, on application, I was permitted to 
delay joining my company nntil September. Early in that 
montih, I proceeded to Gindnnati, and thence by steamboat to 
St Louis, and then to Jefferson Barracks, where I reported 
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for duty to Captain and Brevet-Colonel Braxton Bragg, com- 
mftnding (Eight) OompAny 0, Third Artilleiy. The other <^ 
cers of the company were FirBt-Iieatexumt Hackalifth Browa 
and Second-lieutenant James A. Hardie. New horBes had just 
been purchased for the hatteiy, and we were preparing for work, 
when the mail brou^t the orders announcing the passage of the 
bill increasing the Commissary Department by four captains, to 
which were promoted Captains Shiras, Blidr, Sherman, and 
Bowen. I was ordered to take post at St. Louis, and to relieve 
C :iptaiii A. J. Smith, First Drao^oons, who had been acting in 
that capacity for some montlis. My commission bore date 
September 27, 1'^'^^ K 1 proceeded forthwith to the city, relieved 
(\iptaiii Smith, aud entered on the digcluu^ of the duties of 
the otiiee. 

Colonel X. S. Clarke, Sixth Infantry, couinianded the de- 
pai'tment ; Major D. C. Bueli was adjutant-general, and Captain 
W, S. Hancock was regimental quartermaster; Colonel Thomas 
Swords was the depot quartermaster, and we had oar offices in 
the same building, on the corner of "Washingtt^n Avenue and 
Second. Subsequently Major S. Van Vliet relieved Colonel 
Swords. I remained at the Planters' House until my family 
arrived, when we occupied a house on Qiouteau Avenue, near 
Twelfth. 

During the spring and summer of 1851, Mr. Swing and Mr. 
Henry Stoddard, of I>ayton, Ohio, a cousin of my father, were 
mucli in St Loui% on busSness connected with the estate of 
Major Amos Stoddard, who was of the old army, as early as the 

banning of this century. He was stationed at the village of 

St. Louis at the time of the LuuUiana purchase, and when Lewis 
and Clarke made their famous ex})e<iit ion across the continent 
to the Columbia Kiver. ^faior Stoddard at that earlv dav had 

J mm' 

])uivhascd a small farm back of the ^'illage, of eome Spaniard 
or Frcnchman, but, as he was a bachelor, and was killed at 
Fort Meij^s, Ohio, during the War of 1S12, the title was for 
many years lost sight of, and the fann was covcre«.l over by 
other claims and by occupants. As St. Louis began to grow, his 
brothers and sistersi and their descendants, ooncluded to look up 
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the property. After much and fruitless litigation, they at last 
retained Mr. Stoddard, of Dajton, who in turn employed Mr. 
Ewing, and these, after many years of labor, establiahed the title, 
and in the snmmer of 1851 they were put in poflsession by the 
United States marahal. The ground was laid o£^ the city sor- 
Tey extended over it, and the whole was sold in partition. I 
made some pnzebases, and acquired an interest, whidi I have re- 
tained more or less ever since. 

We continued to reside in St. Louis tbrouirhout the veur 
1851, and in the spring of 1852 I had occasion to visit Fort 
Leavenworth on duty, paitly to inspect a lot of cattle which a 
Mr. Gordon, of Cass County, had contracted to deliver in New 
Mexico, to enable Colonel Sumner to attcni])t Lis scheme of 
niakini,' the soldiers in Xew Mexico self-supporting, by raising 
tlieir own meat, and in a measure their own vegetables. I found 
Fort Leavenworth then, as now, a most beautiful spot, but in the 
midst of a wild Indian country. There were no whites settled 
in what is now the State of Kansas. Weston, in MisBoiui, was 
tlie great town, and speculation in town-lots there and there- 
about burnt the fingers of some of the army-officers, who 
wanted to plant thdr scanty dollars in a fruitful soiL I rode 
on horseback over to Gordon^s farm, saw the cattle^ concluded 
the baigain, and retnmed by way of Independence^ Missouri. 
At Independence I found F. X. Aubrey, a noted man of that 
day, who had just made a celebrated ride of six hundred miles 
in six days. That spring the United States quartermaster. 
Major L. C. Easton, at Fort Union, New Mexico, had occasion 
to send some mess^ige east by a cei"tain date, and contracted 
with ^Vubrey to carry it to the nearest post-office (then Lide- 
pendence, Missouri), making his compensation conditional on 
the time consumed. He was suppUed \vith a good horse, 
and an order on the outgoing trains for an exchange. Though 
the whole I'oute was infested with hostile Lidians, and not 
a house on it, Aubrey started alone with his rifle. He Wiis 
fortunate in meeting several outward-bound trains, and there- 
by made frequent changes of horses, some four or live, and 
reached Independence in six days, having hardly rested or slept 
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the whole way. Of conrse, he was extremely fotigued, and 

the re w as an opinion among the wild Indians that if a man 
" sleeps out his sleep," after such extreme exLaustion, he will 
never awake; and, accordingly, he instructed his landlord to 
wake him up after eii^lit hours of sleep. When aroused at 
last, he saw by the clock that he had been asleep twenty hours, 
and he was dreadfully angry, threatened to murder his landlord, 
who protested he hud tried in every way to get him up, but 
found it impossible, and had let him "sleep it out." Aubrey, 
in describing his sensations to me, said he took it for granted 
be was a dead man ; but in fact he sustained no ill effects, and 
was off again in a few days. I met him afterward often in 
California, and always esteemed him one of the best samples of 
that bold race of men who had grown np on the Plains, along 
with the Indians, in the service of the for companies. He was 
afterward, in 1856, killed by B. 0. Wei^tman, in a haivroom 
row, at Taos, New Mexico, where he had jnst anived from 
California. 

In going from Independence to Fort Leayenworth, I had to 
swim Milk Creek, and sleep all night In a Shawnee camp. The 
next day I crossed the Kaw or Kansas Biver in a ferry-boat, 

maintained by the blacksmith of the tribe, and reaehed the 
fort in the evening. At tliat day the whole region was un- 
settled, ^\ licic now exist many rich counties, highly cultivated, 
embracing several cities of from ten to forty thous^and in- 
habitants. From i'ort Leavenworth I returned by steamboat to 
St. Louis. 

In the i^ummcr of 1S52, my family went to Lmcaster, 
Ohio ; but I remained at my post. Late in the season, it 
was rumored that I was to bo transferred to !New Orleans, 
and in due time I learned the cause. Dming a part of the 
Mexican War, Major Sea well, of the Seventh Infantry, had 
been acting commissary of subsistence at Kew Orleans, then 
the great depot of supplies for the troops in Texas, and of 
those operating beyond the Bio Grande. Commissaries at 
that time were allowed to purchase in open market, and were 
not restricted to advertising and awaiding contracts to the 
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lowest bidders. It was reported that Major Seawell liad pur- 
chased largely of the house of Perry Seawell <fe Co., Mr. Sea- 
well being a rclatiye of his. When he was relieved in bis 
daties by Major Waggaman, of the regular CommisBaiy Deport- 
ment, the latter found Perry Seawell & Co. 80 prompt and 
aatiafacfcOKj that he ooutinued the patronage ; ii» which there 
waa a good reaaon, beoanae atoieafor the nae of the troops at re- 
mote poata had to be packed in a particnhir way, to bear trana- 
portation in wagons, or even on pack-mnlea ; and thia firm had 
made extraordinary i ieparatioiia for thia ezdnaiTe purpoae. 
Some time aboat 1849, a brother of Major Waggwnan, who had 
been derk to Captain Oaaey, commiaBaiy of anbdatenoe, at Tam- 
pa Bay, Florida, was thrown out of office by the death of the 
captain, and he naturally applied to Lis brother in Xew Orleans 
for empluymeut ; and he, in turn, referred him to his friends, 
Messrs. Perry Seawell tfc Co. These first employed him as a 
clerk, and afterward admitted him as a partner. Thus it re- 
Bulted, in fact, that Major Wa^jgaman was dealing largely, if not 
exclusively, with a tirni of which his brother was a partner. 

One day, as General Twiggs was coming across Lake Pont- 
chartraini he fell in with one of his old cronies, who was an 
extensive grocer. This gentleman gradually led the conversation 
to the downward tendency of the timea' since he and Twiggs 
were young, saying that, in former yearsi all the merchanta of 
Hew Orleaika had a chance at goTcnmient patronage ; bnt now, 
in order to aell to the army oommiaaaiy, one had to take a 
brother in aa a partner. General Twigga resented this, bnt the 
merdiant again affinned it, and gave namea. Aa soon aa General 
Twigga reached hia office, he inatmcted hia adjntant^;enera], 
Colonel Bliaa — who told me thia— to addresa a categorical note 
of inquiry to Major Waggaman. The major verj frankly atated 
l^e facts as they had arisen, and insisted that the firm of Perry 
Seawell & Co. had enjoyed a large patronage, hut deserved it 
richly by reason of their pr(ini|)tiie.>r^, fairness, and fidelity. The 
correspondence was sent to Washington, and the result was, that 
Major AVaggaman Wi\8 ordered to St. Louis, and I was ordered 
to Xcw Orleans. 
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I wcut down to New Orleans in a steamboat in the month of 
September, 1S52, taking wit]! me a clerk, and, on amval, as- 
sumed the office, in a bank-building facing Lafayette Square, in 
which were the offices of all the army departments. General 
D. Twiggs was in command of the department, with Colonel W. 
W. S. Bliss (son-in-law of General Taylor) as his adjutant-gen- 
eral. Colonel A. 0. Myers was quartermaster, Captaiii Jobu F. 
Iteynolda aide-de-camp, and Colonel A. J. Coftee paymaater. I 
took rooms at the St. Louis Hotel^ kept by a most ezoeUent 
gendeman, Colonel Mndge. 

Mr. Perry Seawell came to me in perBon, soliciting a oontin 
nance of the custom which he had theretofore enjoyed; but I 
told him fnmkly tiiat a change was necessary, and I neyer saw 
or heard of him afterward. I simply purchased in open market, 
airanged for the proper packing of the stores, and had not the 
least difficulty in supplying the troops and- satisfying the head 
of the department in Washington. 

About Cliri^tmas, I had notice that mv faiiiilv, consistinic of 
Mrs. Sherman, two children, and nurse, with my sister Fanny 
(noAv Mrs. Moulton, of Cincinnati, Ohio), were ei\, route for 
Kcw Oilcans by steam-packet; so I hired a house on Magazine 
Street, and furnished it. Almost at the moment of their arrival, 
also came from St. Louis my personal friend Major Tunier, 
with a parcel of documents, which, on examination, proved to 
bo articles of copartnership for a bank in California under 
the title of Luca% Turner & Co.," in which my name was 
embraced as a partner. Major Turner was, at the time, actu- 
ally en, route for Kew York, to embark for San Francisco, to 
inaugurate the bank, in the nature of a branch of the firm 
abeady existing at St Louis under the name of Lucas & 
Symonds." We discussed the matter very fully, and he left 
^th me the papers for reflection, and went on to New York 
nnd Oalifomia. 

Shortly after arrived James H. Lucas, Esq., the principal of 
the banking-finn in St Louis, a most honorable and wealthy 
gentleman. He further explained the full programme of the 
branch in California ; that my name had been included at the 
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instance of Major Turner, who was a man of f ainilj and prop> 
erty in St. Xx)uis, unwilling to remain long in San Frandsoo, 
and who wanted me to succeed him there. He ofEeredme aTeij 
tempting income, with an interest that would accumulate and 
grow. lie also disclosed to me that, in establishing a branch 
in Calif orniay he was inflnenoed by the appannt proaperity of 
Page, Baoon Co., and further that he had receired the 
principal data, on which he had founded the scheme, from B. B. 
Niabet, who was then a teller in the firm of Page, Bacon & Co., 
of San Frandsoo; that he also was to be taken in aa a partner, 
and was fully competent to manage all the details of the busi- 
ness \ b ut, as l^bet was oomparatiTely young, Idr, Lncaa wanted 
me to reside in San Francisco permanently, as the head of the 
firm. All tliese matters wero fully discussed, and I agreed to 
apply for a six mouths' leave of absence, go to San Francisco, 
see fur myself, and be governed by appearances there. I accord- 
ingly, with General Twiggs's approval, applied to the adjutant- 
general for a six months' leave, wliieli was granted ; and Cap- 
t^iiu John F. Kejnolds was named to perform my duties during 
my absence. 

During the stay of my family in Kew Orleans, we en- 
joyed the society of the families of General Twigga^ Colonel 
Hyera, and Colonel Bliss, as also of many citizens, among whom 
was the wife of Mr. Day, sister to my brother-in-law, Judge 
Bartley. General Twiggs was then one of the oldest ofiicers of 
the army. His history extended hack to the War of 1812, and 
he had served in early days witJi GtoneraL Jackson in Florida 
and in the Creek campaigns. Hie had fine powers of descrip- 
tion, and often entertained ns, at hia office, with accounts of 
his experiences in the earlier settlements of the Southwest. 
Colonel Bliss had been General Taylor's adjutant in the Mexi- 
can War, and was nniverBally regarded as one of the most fin- 
ished and accomplished scholars in the army, and his wife was a 
most agreeable and accomplislied lady. 

Late in February, I dispatched my family up to Ohio in the 
steamboat Tecumseh (Captain Pearce); disposed of my house 
and furniture ; turned over to Major Reynolds the funds, prop- 
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crty, and records of the office ; and took passage in a smal] 
steamer for Nicaragua, e?i route for California. We embarked 
early in March, and in seven days rciiched Gre}i;own, where 
we nnited with the passen^rers from New York, and proceeded^ 
by the Nicaragna River and Lake, for the FaciHc Ocean. 

The river was low, and the little Bteam canal-boats, fonr in 
number, grounded often, so that the passengers had to get into 
the water, to help them over the bars. In all there were abont 
six hundred passengers, of whom about sixty were women and 
children. In four days we reached Castillo^ where there is 
a decided fall, passed by a short railway, and above fhis fall 
we were transferred to a larger boat, whidi carried us up 
the rest of the river, and across the beautiful lake Kieanigna, 
studded with vdoanio islands. Landing at Virgin Bay, we rode 
on mules aeroas to 8an Juan del Sur, where lay at anchor the 
propeller S. 8. Lewis (Captain Partridge, I thfaik). Passengers 
were carried through the surf bj natives to small boats, and 
rowed off to the Lewis. The weather was very hot, and quite 
a sri-aiiihle followed for state-rooms, especially for those ou 
deck. I succeeded in reachinG^ the purser's office, £rot niy ticket 
for a berth in one of the b^'st state-rooms on deck, and, just as I 
was turnino: from the window, a lady who was a fello\v-pa?sen2:er 

from New Orleans, a Mrs. I) , called to me to secure lier and 

her lady-friend berths on deck, saying that those below were un- 
endurable. I spoke to the purser, who, at the moment perplexed 
by the crowd and clamor, answered : I must put their names 
down for the other two berths of your state-room; but, as soon 
as the confusion is over, I will mi^e some dbksnge whereby you 
shall not suffer.'* As soon as these two women were assigned 
to a state-room, they took possession, and I was left out Their 
names were recorded as ** Captain Sherman and ladies." As soon 
as things were quieted down I remonstrated with the purser, 
who at last gave me a lower berth in another and larger state- 
room on deck, witih five others, so that my two ladies had the 
state-room all to themselves. At eveiy meal the steward would 
come to me and say, " Captain Sherman, will you bring your 
ladies to the table?" and we had the best seats in the ship. 
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Tikis coQtiniied tlaonghoat iJie yoyage, and I assert tliat ^my 
ladies " were of ih» most modest and best-behaved in the ship ; 
but some time alter we had reached San Pianeiaoo one of onr 
f ellow-pasflengen came to me and inquired if I personallj knew 

ICrs. D f with flaxen tresses, who sang so sweetly for ns, 

and who had come ont under my especial escort. I replied 
I did not, more than the chance acquaintance of the voyagt', 
and what she herself had told me, viz., that she expected to 
meet her hushand, who lived about Mokelumne IliU. He then 
informed me that she was a woman of the town. Society in 
California was then decidedly mixed. 

Tn due Reason the steamship Lewis 'j^ot under weii^^h. She was 
a wooden ship, long and narrow, bark-rigged, and a propeller; 
very slow, moving not over eight miles an hour. "We stopped 
at Acapulco, and, in eighteen days, passed in sight of Point 
Finos at Monterey, and at the speed we were traveling expected 
to reach San Francisco at 4 a. h. tho next day. The cabin- 
passengers, as was usual, bought of the steward some chain 
pagne and cigai% and we had a sort of ovation for the captain, 
pmer, and surgeon of the ship, who were all veiy clever f diow% 
though they had a slow and powr ship. 

Late at night all the passengers went to bed, expecting to 
enter the port at daylight. I did not undress, as I thought the 
captam could and would run in at night, and I lay down with 
my clothes on. About 4 a. h. I was awakened by a bump 
and sort of grating of the vessel, which I thought was our arii- 
val at the wharf in San Irancisco; but instantly the ship 
struck heavily ; the engines stopped, and the running to and fro 
on deck show^ed that something was wrong. In a moment I 
was ont of mv state-room, at the bulwark, holding fast to a 
stmchion, and looking over the side at the white and seething 
water caused by her sudden and violent stoppage. The sea was 
comparatively smooth, the night pitch-dark, and the fog deep 
and impenetrable; the ship would rise with the swell, and come 
down with a bnmp and quiver that was decidedly unpleasant 
Soon the passengers were out of their rooms, undressed, calling 
for help, and praying as though the ship were going to sink im* 
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mediately. Of course she could not sink, being already on the 
bottom, and the only (|ut'stion was as to the strcngh of bull to 
stand the bumping and straining. Great confusion for a time 
prevailed, but soon I realized that the captain had taken all 
proper preciiutions to eccnre his boats, of which there were six 
at the davits Tiiese are the ilrst things that ateerage-passengera 
make for in case of fibipwrcck, and right over my head I heard 
the captain^B voice B87 in a low tone, but quite decided : ^ Let 
go that falls, or, damn yon, Pll blow your head off I " This seem- 
ingly harsh langnufpe gave me great comfort at the time, and on 
Baying so to the captain afterward, he explained that it was ad- 
dressed to a paasenger who attempted to bwer one of the boats. 
Gnards, composed of the crew, were soon posted to prevent any 
interference with the boats, and the officers eirenlated among 
the passengers the report that there was no immediate danger ; 
that, fortmiately, the sea was smooth; -that we were simply 
agi'ound, and must quietly await daylight. 

They advised the passengers to keep quiet, and the ladies 
and children to dress and sit at the doors of their state-rooms, 
there to await the advice and action of the officers of the sliip, 
who wore perfectly cool and sclf-i)ossessed. !^^eantime the ship 
was working over a reef — for a time I feared she would break in 
two; but, as the water gradually rose inside to a level with the 
sea outside, the ship swung broad.-^ide to the swell, and all her 
keel seemed to rest on the rock or sand. At no time did tho 
sea break over the deck — but tlie water below drove all the 
people up to the main-deck and to the promenade-deck, and 
thus we remained for about three hours, when daylight came; 
but there was a fog so thick that nothing but water could be 
seen. The captain caused a ])oat to be carefully lowered, put 
in her a trustworthy ofiicer with a boatHX>mpass, and we saw her 
depart into the fog. During her absence the ship's bell was 
kept tolling. Then the fires were all out, the ship full of water, 
and gradually breaking up, wriggling with every swell like a 
willow basket— the sea all round us full of the floating frag- 
ments of her sheeUng, twisted and torn into a spongy condition. 
In less than an hour the boat returned, saying that the beadi 
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mm qoite near^ not more than a mile awaji and had a good 
place for landhig. ML the boats were then caiefoUy lowered, 
and manned hj crews belonging to the ship ; a pieee of the 

gangway, on the leeward side, was cut away, and all the womeii, 
and a few of the worst-scared men, were loweitd into tlie boats, 
which pulled for shore. In a comparatively short time the 
lx»:Us returned, took new loads, and the debarkation was after- 
w iird carried on quietly and systematically. No baggage was 
allowed to go on shore except bags or parcels carried in tliL' 
hands of passengers. At times the fog lifted so that we could 
see fi-(»ia the wreck the tops of the hills, and the outline of the 
shore ; and I remember sitting on the upper or hurricane deck 
with the captain, who had his maps and compass before him, 
and was trying to make out where the ship was. I thought I 
recognized the outline of the 'hills below the mission of Dolores, 
and so stated to him ; but he called my attention to the fact that 
the general line of hills bore northwest, whereas the coast sonth 
of 8an Frandseo bean dne north and sonth. He therefore con- 
dnded that the ship had OTerron her reckoning, and was then to 
the north of San Prandsco. He also explained that, the passage 
np being longer than nsual, tiz., eighteen days, the coal was 
short ; that at the time the &emen were nsing some cnt-up spars 
along with the slack of coal, and that this fael had made more 
than nsoal steam, so that the shi^ mnst hare glided along faster 
than reckoned. This proved to be the actual case, for, in fact, 
the Fteam.-hip Lewis was wrecked April 9, 1853, on " Duck- 
wortli Keef," Baulinas Bay, about eighteen miles above the en- 
trance to San Francisco. 

The captain had seut ashore the purser in the first boat, with 
orders to work his way to the city as soon as possible, to re- 
port the loss of liis vessel, and to bring back help. I remained 
on the wreck till among the last of the passengers, managing to 
get a can of crackers and some sardines out of the subm crimed 
pantiy, a thing tlie rest of the passengers did not have, and then 
I went quietly ashore in one of the boats. The passengers were 
all on the beach, under a steep bluff; had bnilt fires to dry 
their dothea^ bnt had seen no hnman being, and had ux idea 
7 
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where they were. Taking along with inc a feUow-passenger, a 
joiing chap^about eighteen years old, I scrambled up the bluff, 
and walked back toward the lulls, in hopes to get a good view of 
Boiiie known object. It was then the month of April, and the 
hills were covered with the beautiful grasses and flowers of that 
season of the year. "We soon found horse paths and tracks, and 
following them we came upon a drove of horses grazing at large, 
Bome of which had saddle-marks. At about two miles from the 
beach we foimd a corral; and thence, following one of the 
strongest-marked paths, in about a mUe more we descended into 
a valley, and, on turning a sharp point, reached a board shanty, 
with a horse picketed near by. Four men were inside eating a 
meaL I inquired if any of the Lewis's people had been there ; 
they did not seem to nnderatand what I meant, when I ez- 
plained to them that about three miles from them, and beyond 
the old corralf the steamer Lewis was wredced, and her passen- 
gers were on the beach. I inqnired where we were, and they 
answer^ At Banlinaa Creek;" that they were employed at a 
saw-mfll just above^ and were engaged in shipping lumber to 
San Francisco; that a schooner loaded with lumber was then 
about two miles down the creek, waiting for the tide to get 
out, and doubtless if we would walk down they would take us 
on board. 

I WTote a few words back to the captain, telling him where 
he was, and that I would hurry to the city to send him help. 
My companion and I then went on down the creek, and soon 
descried the schooner anchored out in the stream. On being 
hailed, a Finall boat came in and took us on board. The 
' captain-' willingly agreed for a small sum to carry us down 
to San Francisco J and, as his whole crew consisted of a small 
boy about twelve years old, we helped him to get up his an- 
chor and pole the schooner down the creek and out over the 
bar on a high tide. This must have been about 2 r. m. Once 
over the bar, the sails were hoisted, and we glided along 
rapidly with a strongs fair, northwest wind. The fog had 1 if ted, 
so we could see the shms plamly, and the entrance to the bay. 
in a oonple of hours we were entering the bay, and running 

• 
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'* wing-and-wing." Outside the wiud was simply the usual 
strong breeze ; but, as it passes througli the head of the Golden 
Gate, it increases, and there, too, we met a strong ebb-tide. 

The schooner was loaded with lumber, much of which was on 
deckylaahed down to ringbolts with raw-hide thongs. The cap- 
tain was steering^ and I was reclining on the Imnber, looking at 
the familiar shore, as we approached Fort Point, when I hesid a 
sort of G17, and felt the schooner going over. As we got into the 
throat of tiie Qeajds," the force of the wind, meeting a strong 
ebb-tide, drove the nose of the schooner tmder water; she dove 
like a dock, went over on her side, and begiin to drift ont with 
the tide. I fonnd myself in the water, mixed np with pieces of 
plank and ropes ; struck out, swam round to the stem, got on the 
keel, and clambered up on the side. Satistied that she could not 
sink, by reason of her cargo, I was not in the least alarmed, but 
thought two shipwrecks in one day not a good begimiing for 
a new, peaceful career. JN^obody was drowned, however; the 
captain and crew were busy in securing such articles as were 
liable to float off, and I looked out for some passing boat or 
vessel to pick us up. "We were drifting steadily out to sea, 
while I was signaling to a boat about three miles off, tow- 
ard Sancelito, and saw her tack and stand toward ns. I was 
hosy watching this sail-boat, when I heard a Yankee's voice, 
close . behind, saying, This is a nice mess jonVe got your- 
selves, into^" and looking about I saw a man in a small boat, who 
had seen ns upset, and had rowed oat to ns from a schooner 
anchored close nnder the fort. Some explanations were made, 
and when the sail-boat coming from Sam^to was near enough 
to be spoken to, and the captain had engaged her to help^ his 
schooner, we bode him good-by, and got the man in the 
small boat to carry ns ashore, and land ns at the foot of the 
blnff, just below the fort. Once there, I was at home, and 
we footed it up to the Presidio. Of the sentinel I inquired 
who was in command of the post, and was answered, " Major 
Merchant" He was not then in, but his adjutant. Lieutenant 
Gardner, was. I sent my card to him ; he came out, and 
was much surprised to ^d me covered with sand, and drippiog 
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with water, a good speetmen of a shipwieoked mariner, A few 
words of explanation Bufficed ; horses were provided, and we 

rode liastily into the city, reachinj^ the office of the Nicaragua 
Steamship Company (C. K. Gan-ison, accent) ahout dark, just 
the purser had arrived, by a totally diii'erent route. It was too 
late to send relief that night, but by daylight next morning 
two steamers were eii route for and reached the place of wreck 
in time to relieve the passengers and bring them, and most of 
the baggage. I lost my carj^et-bag, but saved my trunk. The 
Lewis went to pieces the night after we got off, and, had there 
been an average aea during the night of our ahipwrecki none 
of us probably would have escaped* That evening in Sao 
Franoiaoo I himted up Major Turner, whom I found boarding, 
in company with General E. A. Hitchoock, at a Mi-s. JioM'a, on 
CMj Street, near FowelL I took qnartevB with them, and be- 
gan to make my stadies, with a liew to a decision whether it 
waa best to nnd^take Uiis new and mitried scheme of banking, 
or to retnm to New Orleans and bold on to what I then bad, 
a good amy commission. 

At the time of my arriTal, San Frandsoo waa on the top 
wave of specolation and prosperity. Hajor Tnmer bad rented 
at six hundred dollars a monlb flie office formerly used and 
then owned by Adams & Co., on the east side of Montgomery 
Street, between Sacramento and Cahfomia Streets. B. R. Nis- 
bet was the active partner, and James ReiUy the teller. Al- 
ready the bank of Lucas, Turner & XDo. was estalilished, and 
was engaged in selling bills of exchange, receiving deposits, and 
loaning money at three per cent, a month. 

Page, J3acon & Co., and Adams & Co., were in fidl blast 
across the street, in Parrott's new gnmitc building, and other 
bankers were doin^; seemingly a prosperous business, among 
them Wells, Fargo ^ Co. ; Drexel, Sather & Church ; Burgoyne 
& Co. ; James King of "Wm. ; Sanders & Brenham ; Davidson 
& Co. ; Palmer, Cook <& Oo.,and others. Turner and I had rooms 
at Mrs. Ross's, and took our meals at restaurants downtown, 
mostly at a Frenchman's named Idartin, on the southwest comer 
of Mont|;omeiy and Oalifomia Streets. General Hitchcock, oi 
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the aniiy, commanding the Department of California, usually 
messed with us; also a Captain Mason, and Lieutenant Whitingi 
of the Engineer Corps. We sooa mcared a Bmall ahare of busi- 
ness, and became satisfied tliere was room for profit. Every* 
body seemed to be making money fast ; the city was being rajnid- 
I7 extended and improved; people paid their three per cent 
a month interest without fail, and without deeming it excessive. 
Tomer, Kisbe^ and I, daily discussed the prospects, and gradu- 
aU J aetded down to the conviction that with two hundred thou- 
sand doUars capital, and a credit of fifty thousand dollars in 
Kew York, we could build up a business that would help the 
St. Louis house, and at the same time pay expenses in California, 
with a reasonable profit. Of course, Turner never designed to 
remain long in California, and I consented to go back to St, 
Louis, confer with Mr. Lucus and Captain Simuuds, agree upon 
fuilher details, and then return permanently. 

I have no memoranda by me now by which to determine 
the fact, but thiuk I returned to New York in July, 1S53, by 
the Nicaragua route, and thence to St. Louis by way of Lancaster, 
Ohio, where my family still was. Mr. Lucas promptly agreed 
to the terms proposed, and further consented, on the expiration 
of the lease of the Adams & Co. office, to erect a new banking* 
house in San Francisco^ to cost fifty thousand dollars. I then 
returned to Lancaster, explained to Hr. Swing and Mrs. Sher* 
man all the details of our agreement, and, meeting their ap- 
proval, I sent to the Adjutant-General of the army my letter 
of resignation, to take effect at tiie end of the six months' leave, 
and the resignation was accepted, to take effect September. 6, 
1858. Being then a dtizen, I engaged a passage out to Gall- 
fomia by the Nicaragua route, in the steamer leaving New York 
September 20th, for myself and fanuly, and accordingly pro- 
ceeded to New Yorb^ where I had a conference with lifr. Meigs, 
cashier of tiie American Exchange Bank, and with Messrs. 
Wads worth «fe Sheldon, bankers, who were our New York 
correspondents; and on tlie ^I'tli embarked for San Juan del 
Norte, with the family, coiuposcd of Mrs. Sherman, Lizzie, tlien 
less than a year old, and her nurse, Mary Lynch. Our passage 
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down was uneveiitfiily and, on the boats op the Nicaragua Klver, 
pretty mnch the same as before. On reachiiig Virgin Baj^ i 
engaged a native with three mules to cany ns across to llie 
Pacific, and as usual the trip partook of the Indicrons— Mrs. 
Sherman mounted on a donkey about as laige as a ll^ewfound- 
land ilvi; ; Mary Lynch on another, tiying to carry Lizzie on a 
pillow before her, but her mule had a fashion of lying down, 
which scared her, till I exchanged mules, and my California 
spure kept that mule on his legs. I carried Lizzie some time 
till she was fast asleep, when I got our native man to cany her 
awhile. The child woke up, and, finding herself in the hands 
of a dark-visaged man, she yelled most lustily till I got her 
away. At the summit of the pass, there was a clear-running 
! ']•• n »k, where we rested an hour, and bathed Lizzie in its sweet 
Wiiters. AVe then continued to the end of our journey, and, 
without going to the tavern at San Juan del Sur, we passed di- 
rectly to the vessel, then at anchor about two miles out. To 
reach her we engaged a natire boat, which had to be kept out- 
side the surf. Mrs. Sherman was first taken in the arms of two 
stout natives ; Mary Lynch, carrying Lizzie, was carried by two 
others ; and I followed, mounted on the hack of a strapping 
fellow, while fifty or a hundred others were ixmning to and 
fro, cackling like geese. 

Mary Lynch got scared at the surf, and began screaming like 
a fool, when Lizzie became convulsed with fear, and one of the 
natives rushed to her, caught her out of Mary's arms, and carried 
her swiftly to TAn. Sherman, who, by that time, was in the boat, 
but Liiszie had fainted with fear, and for a long time sobbed as 
though permanently injured. For years she showed symptoms 
that made us believe she had never entirely recovered from the ef- 
fects of the scare. In due time we reached the bteaiiier Sierra 
Nevada, and got a good state-room. Our passage up the coast 
was pleasant enou<^di ; we reached vSan Francisco; on the 15th 
of October, and took quarters at an hotel on Stockton Street, 

near Broadway. 

Major Turner remained till some time in November, when 
he also departed for the East, leaviug me and Hisbet to man- 
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age the bank. I endea\;^red to make myself familiar with 
tlie business, but of cuur.ve 2s isbet kept the books, and gave his 
personal attention to the loans, discounts, and drafts, which 
} ielJed the profits. I soon saw, liowevcr, that the tliree per 
cent, charged as premium on bills of exchange was not all profit, 
but out of this had to come one and a fourth to one and a 
half for freight, one and a third for insurance, with some 
indefinite promise of a return premium ; then, the cost of 
blanks, boxing of the bullion, etc, etc. Indeed, I saw no margin 
for profit at all. Xisbet, however, who had long been familiar 
with the business, insisted there was a profit, in the fact that 
the gold-dnat or bnlliofn shipped was more yalnable than its 
ooat to JUL We^ of oonne, had to remit bullion to meet oar 
bills on New Yorlc, and bought cmde gold-dnst, or bars refined 
hj Kellogg & Humbert or E. Jnsth 6s Oo., for at that time 
the United States Mint was not in <qperation. Bat, as the re- 
ports of oar shipments came back from Kew York, I discoveied 
that I was right, and Nisbet was wrong ; and, althongh we coold 
not help selling our checks on Xew York and St. Louis at the 
same price as other bankers, I discovered that, at all evonts, the 
exchange business in San Francisco was rather a losing business 
thiin profitable. The same as to loans. We could loan, at 
three per cent, a month, all our own money, say two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, and a part of our deposit account. 
This latter account in California was decidedly uncertain. Tho 
balance due depositors would rim down to a mere nominal sum 
on steamer-days, which were the 1st and 151^ of each month, and 
then would increase till the next steamer-day, so that we coald 
not make use of any reasonable part of this balance for loans 
beyond the next steamer-day ; or, in other words, we had an 
expensive bank, with expensive derks, and all the machinery 
ioT taking'oare of other people^s money for their benefit, with- 
out corresponding profit. I also saw that loans were attended 
with fidb commensnrate with the rate ; nevertheleflB^ I coold not 
attempt to reform the roles and eastcms estabUahed by others 
before me, and had to drift along with the rest toward that 
Kiagara that none foresaw at the time. 
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Shortly after arriving out in 1853, we looked around for a 
site for tiie new bank, and tlie onlj place then ayaikble on 
Mon^mery Street, the Wall Street of San Francisoo, waa a lot 
at the corner of Jackson Street, facing Montgomery, with an 
alley on the north, belonging to James Lick. The grormd waa 
sixty by eixtj-two feet, and I had to pay f(>r it tliirty-two 
thousand dollars. I then made a conti-act witli the builders, 
Keyser & Brown, to erect a three-story brick building, with fin- 
ished basement, for about fifty thousand dollars. This made 
eighty-two thousand instead of fifty thousand dolkrs, but I 
thought Mr. LncaR could stand it and would approve, whinli he 
did, though it resulted in loss to liim. After the civil war, he 
told me he had sold the building for forty thousand dollars, 
about half its cost, but laddly gold was tlicn at 250, so that 
be ooold nae the forty thousand doUara gold as the equivalent 
of one hundred tlioiXBand doUaia currency. The building was 
erected ; I gave it my personal supervision, and it was atrongly 
and ihorongbly built, for I saw it two yean ago, when aer- 
eral earthquakea bad made no impression on it; atill, the 
ehoioe of alto was unfortunate, for the city drifted in the oppo* 
site direction, viz., toward Market Street I then thought that 
all the heavy businesa would remain toward the foot of Broad- 
way and Jactom Street, because there were the deepest water 
and best wharves, but in this I made a mistake. Never- 
theless, in the spring of 1854, the new bank was finished, and 
we removed to it, papng rents thereafter to our Mr. Lucas 
instead of to Adams & Co. A man named Wright, during the 
same season, built a still finer building just across the street 
from us; Pioche, Bayerque S: Co. were already established 
on another comer of Jackson Street, and the new Metropolitan 
Theatre was in progress diagonally opposite us. During the 
whole of 1854 our business steadily grew, our average deposits 
going up to half a million, and our sales of exchange and con- 
sequent shipment of bullion averapng two hundred thousand 
doUara per steamer. I signed all bills of exchange, and insisted 
on llTiabet consulting me on loans and discounts. Spite of every 
caution, however, we lost occasionally by bad loans, and worse 
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by the steady depreciation of real estate. The city of San Frau 
cisco was then extending her streets, sewering them, and plaidv- 
ing themy with tkree-inch lumber. In payment for the Imuber 
and the work of contractors, the city autiiorities paid scrip in 
even smiis of one hundred, five hundred, one thousand, and 
£7e thousand dollars. These fonned a favorite oollateral for 
loans at from fiftj to axty cents on the dollar, and no one 
doabted their ultimate valne^ either ledemption or by being 
ocmverted into dly bond& The notes also of H. Meiggs, Neeley 
Thompson A Oo^ etc., limiber<lealei% were fayorite notes, for 
they paid their interest promptly, and lodged large margins of 
these Btreet-improyement warrants as collateral. At that time, 
Meiggs was a prominent man, li yed in style in a laige house on 
Broadway, was a member of the Gty Council, and owned large 
saw-mills up tlic coast about Mendocino. In him Nisbet had 
unbounded faith, but, fur some reason, I feared or mistrusted 
him, and remember that I cautioned Kisbet not to extend his 
credit, but to gradually contract bis loans. On looking over our 
bills receivable, then about six hundred thousand dollars, I found 
Meiggs, as principal or indorser, owed us about eighty thousand 
dollars — all, however, secured by city warrants ; still, be kept 
bank accounts elsewhere, and .was generally a borrower. * I in- 
stmcted ^isbet to insist on his reducing his line as the notes 
matured, and, as he found it indelicate to speak to Meiggs, I in- 
structed him to refer him to me; accordingly, when, on the next 
steamer-day, Meiggs appeared at the counter for a draft on 
Philadelphia, of about twenty thousand doUars, for which he 
ofEered his note and collateral, he was referred to me, and I ez- 
phiined to him that oar draft was the same as monefy; that he 
oonld have it for cash, but that we were already in advanoe to 
him some seyenty-five or eighty thonsand dollars, and that m« 
stead of increasing the amount I mnst insist on its rednetion. 
He inquired if I mistrusted his ability, etc I explained, 
certainly not, but that our duty was to assist those who did all 
their business with us, and, as our means were necessarily lim- 
ited, I must restrict him to some reasonable sum, say, twenty-five 
thousand dollars. Meiggs invited me to go with him to a rich 
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mercantile house on Clay Street) wboec partners belonged in 
Hamburg', and there^ in the presence of the principals of the 
house, he demonstrated, ' as clearly as a proposition in matbe- 
inaticsy that his hnaiuesB at Mendodno "waa hased on oalcnhitions 
that conld not faiL The biU of exchange which he wanted, he 
said would make the hut payment on a piopeller already bnilt in 
Phihidelphia, which would be sent to San Frandsoo, to tow into 
and ont of port the schooners and brigs that were bringing 
his lomber down the coast I admitted all he said, bnt renewed 
my determinatifm to limit his mdit to twenty-five thoossnd 
dollars. The Hambm^ firm then agreed to accept for him the 
payment of all bis debt to us, except the twenty-five tbousand 
dollars, payable in equal parts for the next tlirct' steaTner-days. 
Accordingly, Meiggs went back with me to our bauk, wrote his 
note for twi iity-five thousand dollars, and secured it by mortgage 
on real estate and city warrants, and substituted the three ac- 
ceptances of the nauil)urg firm for the oveii)his. I suiTendered 
to him all his former notes, except one for which be was in- 
dorser. The three acceptances didy matured and A\erc paid; 
one moniing Meig^ and family were missing, and it was dis- 
covered they had embarked in a sailing-vessel for South Ameri- 
ca. This was the begiiming of a series of failures in San Fran- 
dsoo, that extended through the next two years. As soon as it 
was known that Meiggs had fled, tlie town was full of rumors, 
and everybody was running to and fro to secure his money. 
His debts amounted to nearly a million dollars. The Hamburg 
house which, had been humbugged, were heavy losers and failed, 
I think. I took possession of Meiggs's dwelling-house and other 
property for whidi I held his mortgage, and in the dty warrants 
thought I had an overplus ; bnt it transpired that Meiggs, being 
in the City CouncU, had issued various quantities of street scrip, 
which was adjudged a forger^-, though, beyond doubt, most of it, 
if not all, was proj>erly signed, but fraudulently issued* On 
this city scrip our bank must have lost about ten tbousand dol- 
lars. Alciggs subsequently turned up in Chili, where again ho 
rose to wealth and has paid nnicli of his San Francisco clel)ts, 
but none to us. lie is now in Peru, living like a prince. With 
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Meiggs fell all the lumber-dealers, and maay persons dealing in 
city scrip. Compared with others, our loss was a trifle. In a 
short time things in San Francisco resamed tlieir wonted course, 
and we generally laughed at the escapade of Meiggs, and the 
cnrsiiig of his deluded creditors. 

Shortly after our amva] in San FranciBCo,.! rented of a Mr. 
Marryat, son of the En^^ish Captain Marryat, the author, a small 
firame-house on Stockton Street near Green, buying of him his 
furniture, and we zemoyed to it about December 1, 1853« Close 
by, around on Green Street, a man named Dickey was building 
two SDudl brick-houses, on ground whidi he had leased of Nich- 
olson. I bought one of these houses, subject to the ground-rent, 
and moved into it as soon as finished. Lieutenant T. H. Ste- 
vens, of the United States Xavy, with his family, rented the 
other; we lived in this house throughout the year 1854:, and 
up to April 17, 1855, 
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1855-1857, 

During the winter uf lS5i-'55, I received frequent iutima- 
tions in mj letters from the St. Louis house, that the bank of 
Page, Bacon <fe Co. was in trouble, growing out of their rela- 
tions to the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad, to the contractors for 
building which they had made large advances, to secure which 
thejluid been compelled to take, a^ it were, an assignment of the 
contract itself, and finally to assume all the liabilities of the con- 
tractors. Then they had to borrow money in New York^ and 
raise other money from time to time, in the purchase of iron 
and materials for the road, and to pay the hands. Tlie firm in 
St. Louis and that in San Francisco were different, having dif- 
ferent partners, and the St Louis house naturally pressed the 
San Eranoisoo firm to ship largely of "gold-dnst," which gaye 
them a great name; also to keep as hxge a balance as possible 
in Kew York to sustain their credit. ICr. Page was a Tery 
wealthy man, but his wealth consisted mostly of land and prop- 
erty in St. Louis. He was an old man, and a good one ; had 
been a baker, and knew little of banking as a business. This 
part of his general business was managed exclusively by his son- 
in-law, Henry D. Bacon, who was young, handsome, and gener- 
ally popular, llow he was drawn iutu that uilair of the Ohio 
Mississippi road I have no means of knowing, exccj)t by 
hearsay. Their business in Kew Tork was done through the 
American Exchange Bank, and through Duncan, Sherman & 
Co. As we were hval houses, the St. Louis partners removed 
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our aeoooni from the American Exchange Bank to the Metro- 
politan Bank; audi as Wadaworth A Sheldon had failed, I waa 
instructed to deal in time billB»and in Enropean exchange, with 
Sohncbaidt & Gebhatd* hankeis in Kaflaaa Street 

In OaUfomia the home di Page, Baoon A Co. waa.xsomposed 
of the same partners as in St. Lonis, with the addition of Henry 
ilaight, Judge Chambers, and young rniuk i*age. The latter 
Lad charge of the "branch" in Sacramento. Haight was the 
real head-man, but he was too fond of lager-beer to be in 
tnisted with so large a business. Beyond all comparison, Page, 
Bacon & Co. were the most prominent bankers in California in 
1853-'55. Tliough I had notice of danger in that quarter, 
from our partners in St. Louis, nobody in California doubted 
their wealth and stability. They most have had, donng that 
winter, an avenge deposit account of nearly two million dol- 
lars, of which seven hundred thousand doUum waa in certili- 
eatea of deposit," the moat stable of all accounts in a bank. 
Thousanda of minera inreeted their eaniinga in such certificates^ 
which they converted into drafts on New York, when thej 
were ready to go home or wanted to send theur " pile" to th«r 
families. Adama & Co. were next in order, hecanse of thdr 
nnmerona offices scattered throughout the mining coontiy. A 
gentleman named Haakell had been in diargc of Adams & Co, 
in San Firandaco^ bat in the winter of 1854-'55 some changes 
were made, and the banking department had been transferred 
to a magnificent oflBce in Ilalleek's new Metropolitan Block. 
James King of Wm. had di^^cuutmued business on his own ac- 
count, and been employed by Adams & Co. as their easliier aud 
banker, and Isaiali C. AVood had succeeded Ilaskell in chief con- 
trol of the express department. "Wells, Fargo & Co. were also 
bankers as well as expressmen, aud William J. Pardee was the 
resident partner. 

As the mail-steamer came in on February 17, 1S55, accord- 
ing to her custom, she ran close to the Long Wliai*f (Meiggs's) 
on Korth Beach, to throw aahore the express-parcels of newa for 
qpeedy deliirery. Some passenger on deck called to a man of 
hia acqnaintance atanding on the whatf , that Page & Bacon had 
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failed in Kew York. The news spread like ^vild-^n•e, but soon 
it was met by the iiewsj)aper accoimts to the effect that Bome 
particular acceptances of Page & Bacon, of St. Louis, in the 
hands of JDoncan, Sherman ik; Co., in New York, had gone 
to protest. All who had balances at Page, Bacon & Co.'s, or 
held certificates of deposit, were more or less alarmed, wanted 
to secure their money, and a general excitement pen-aded the 
whole community. Word was soon passed round that the mat- 
ter admitted of expIaoatioDi viz., that the two houses were 
difitinct and separate concerns, that every draft of the CaU" 
fornta house had been paid in New York^ and would contmue 
to be paid. It was expected that this assertion would quiet the 
fears of the Oaliforaia creditoz8| but for the next three days 
there was a steady <<ran" <m that bank. Page, Baoon A Co. 
stood the first day's ran Teiy weU, and, as I afterward learned, 
paid out about six hundred thouBsnd dollars in gold coin. On 
the 20th of February Henry Haight came to our bank, to see 
what help we were willing to give him ; but I was out, and 
Nisbet could not answer positiyely for the firm. Our condition 
was then very strong. The deposit aooount was abont six 
hundred thousand dollars, and we had in our vault about five 
hundred thousand dollars in coin and bullion, besides an equal 
amount of good l)ills receivable. Still I did not like to weaken 
ourselves to help others; hut in a most friendly spirit, that 
night after bank-hours, I went down to Pago, Bacon <k, Co., and 
entered their office from the rear. I foimd in the casliiere 
room Folsom, Parrot t, Dewey and Payne, ( "aptain Hitchie, Don- 
ohue, and others, citizens and friends of the house, who had 
been called in for consultation. I'assing into the main office, 
where all the book-keepers, tellers, etc., with gas-lights, were 
busy writing up the day's work, I found Mr. Page, Henry 
Haight, and Judge Chambers. I spoke to Ilaight, saying 
that I was sorry I had been out when he called at our bank, 
and had now come to see him in the most friendly spirit 
Bjught had evidently been drinking, and said abraptly that 
•< all the bsnks would break," that ^ no bank could instantly pay 
all its obligations,'' etc I answered he could sposk for himselfi 
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but uot for me: that I had come to offer to buy witli cash a fair 
proportion of his bullion, notes, and bills; but, if tliey were 
g«jing to fail, I would not be ilniwn in. Haiglit's manner was 
extremely offensive, but Mr. Page tried to smooth it over, say- 
ing they had had a bad day's run, and could not answer for the 
xesolt till their books were written up. 

I paBsed back again into the room where the before-named ■ 
gentlemen weie diflcnseing some paper which lay before them, 
and was going to pass rat, when Captain Folsom, who was an 
officer of tiie army, a daaa-mate and intimate friend ol mine, 
handed me the paper the oontenta of which they were diecnas- 
ing« It was yery Bhort, and in Heniy Haight^a handwriting, 
pretty mndi in these terms: ''We, Ihe nndersigned property- 
holders of San Franciaco^ haiving persanaUy examined the 
books, papers, etc., of Page, Baoon Ss Co., do hereby certify 
that the house is solvent and able to pay all its debts," etc. 
Haight had drawn up and asked them to sign this paper, with 
the intention to publish it in the next morning's papers, for 
effect. "While I was talking with Captain Folsom, Ilaight came 
into the room to listen. I admitted that the effect of such a 
publication woidd surely be good, and would probably stave off 
immediate demand till their assets could be in part converted or 
realized; but I naturally inquired of Folsom, "Have you per- 
sonally examined the accounts, as herein recited, and the assets, 
enongh to warrant your signature to this paper ? " for, " there- 
by yon in effect become indorsers." Folsom said they had not, 
when Haight turned on me rudely and said, "Do you think the 
afEairs of such a house as PagCi Bacon & Co. can be critically 
examined in an honrt" I answered: These gentlemen can 
do what they please, but diey have twelve hours before the 
bank will open on the morrow, and if fhe ledger is written up " 
(as I believed it was or conld be by midnight), ''they can 
(by counting the coin, bullion on hand, and notes or stocks of 
immediate realization) approximate near enough for them to 
indorse for the remainder." But Haight pooh-poohed me, and 
I left. Folsom followed me out, told me he could not afford 
to imperil all he had, and asked my advice. I explained to 
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him that my partner Nisbet had been educated and trained in 
that very huiisc of Page, Bacon Cu. ; that we kept our books 
exactly as they did ; that every day the ledger was written up, so 
that from it one could Bee exactly how much actual money 
was due the depositors and certificates; and then by counting 
the money in the vault, eatimating the bullion on hand, which, 
though not actual money, could easily be converted into coin, 
and Fupplemcnting these amoimts Ijy bills receivable," they 
ouglit to arrive at an approximate result. After Folsom had 
left me, John Parrott also stopped and talked with me to the 
same effect Next morning I looked out for the notice, but no 
such notice appeared in the morning papers, and I afterward 
learned that, on Farrott and Folsom demanding an actual count 
of the moine7 in the yaolti Haight angrily refused nnless they 
wonld accept his vord for it, when one after the other declined 
to sign his paper. 

The ran on Page, Bacon & Co. therefore continned through- 
ont the 21st, and I expected all day to get an invitation to 
close onr bank for the next day, Febroary 22, which we conld 
have made a holiday by concerted action ; but each banker 
waited for Page, Bacon & Co. to ask for it, and, no such dmilar 
coming, in the then state of feeling no other banker was willmg 
to take the initiative. Ou the nioraiiig of February 22, 1855, 
everybody was startled by receiving a small slip of paper, de- 
livered at all the houses, on which was printed a short notice 
that, for " want of coin," Page, l>acon & Co. found itnece&sary 
to close their bank for a short time. Of course, we all knew the 
consequences, and that every other bank in San Francisco would 
be tried. During the 22d we all kept open, and watched our 
depositors closely ; but the day was generally observed by the 
people as a holiday, and the firemen paraded the streets of San 
Francisco in mmsual strength. But, on writing up our books 
that nighty we fomid that our deposit account had diminished 
about sixty-five thousand dollars. Still, there was no run on us, 
or any other of the banksy that day; yet, observing little knots 
of men on the street, discussing the state of the banks generally, 
and oveihearing Haight's expression quoted, that, in case of the 
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failure of Page, Bacon Co., " all the other banks would break," 
I deemed it prudent to make ready. For some days we had re- 
fused all loans and renewals, and we tried, without fiuccess, some 
of our call-loans ; but, like Hotspur's spirits, they would not corae. 

Our financial condition on that day (February 22, 1S55) 
ma: Doe depositors and domMid certilicates, five hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars ; to meet which, we had in the vault — 
coin, three hondred and eiii^h^thoiiaanddoUara; boDioii, aereo- 
ty^To thoiuaad dollan ; and hOla leoeivaUfi^ about mx hundred 
dtonaand doHan. Of theae^ at least one himdred thonaand dol- 
lan were on demand, with atoc^ coQaterala. Therefore, for the 
extent of oarboabeBB^ we were stronger than the Bank of £ng- 
land, or any hank in New Yoik City. 

Before daylight nert morning, our door-bell was rang, and 
I was called down-stairs by E. Casserly, Esq. (an eminent lawyer 
of the day, since United States Senator), who informed me he 
had jast cuine up frum tue oliicc of Adams l\: Co., to tell lae 
tliat their atiairs were in such condition that they would not open 
that morning at all ; and that this, added to the suspension of 
Page, Bacon & Co., announced the day before, would suiely 
cause a general run on all the banks. I informed him that I 
expected as much, and was prepared for it. 

In going down to the bank that mominir, I fomid Montgom- 
ery Street full ; but, punctually to the minute, the bank opened, 
and in mshed the crowd. As osoal, the most noisy and clamor- 
ons were men and women who held small certificates ; still, 
others with lazger acconnta were in the crowd, poshing forward 
for their balances, AH were prompUj met and paid. ScTeral 
gentlemen of my personal acqnaintance merelj asked my word 
of honor that their money was safe^ and went away^ otheiSi who 
had laige balanceB, and no immediate nae for coin, i^bdly ao> 
oepted gold-ban^ whereby we paid out the seventy-five thousand 
dollars of bullion, relieviug the coin to that amount 

Keantime, rumors from the street came pouring in that 
Wright & Co. had failed ; then WeHa, Paigo 4f Co. ; then 
Palmer, Cook ^V- Co., and indeed all, or nearly all, the banks 
of the city ; and I was told that parties on the street were bet* 
8 
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ting high, first, tliat we would dose our doors at elefren o'dock ; 

then twelve, and so on ; but we did not, till the nsoal liotir that 

night. We had paid every demand, and btill had a respectable 
amount left. 

This run on the bank (the only one I ever experienced) pre- 
sented all the features, Berious and comical, nsnal to such occa- 
sions. At our counter happened that identical case, narrated 
of others, uf the iVenchman, who was nearly squeezed to death 
in getting to the counter, and, when he received his money, did 
not know what to do with it. " If you got the money, I no 
want him ; but if you no got him, I want it like the devil 1 " 

Toward the close of the day, aome of our eiiBtomers depos- 
ited, rather ostentatioualy, small amounts, not aggregating more 
than eight or ten thoiiBaiid dollars. Book-keepers and tellers 
were kept at work to write up the books; and these showed: 
Due depositors and oerldficates, abont one hundred and twenty 
thousand dolkrs, for which remained of coin about fifty thonsand 
dollars. I resoWed not to deep QntH I had collected from jOioflo 
owing the bank a partof their debts; for Iwas angry with them 
that tiiey had stood back and allowed the panic to fiill on the 
banks alone. Among these were Oaptain Polsom, who owed ns 
twenty-five thousand dollars, secured by a mortgage on the 
American Theatre and Tehama ITotel ; James Smiley, contractor 
for building the Custum-IIouse, who owed us two notes of twenty 
thousand and sixteen thousand dollars, for which we held, as col- 
lateral, two acceptances of the collector of the port. Major R. P. 
Hammond, for twent}' thousand dollars each ; besides other pri- 
vate parties that I need not name. The arecptances given to 
Smiley were for work done on the Custom-House, hut could not 
be pai I until the work was actually laid in the walls, and certi- 
fied by Major Tower, United States Engineers; but Smiley had 
an immense amount of granite, brick, iron, etc., on the ground, 
in advance of construction, and these acceptances wore given him 
expressly that he might raise money thereon for the payment of 
such materials. 

Therefore, as soon as I got my dinner, I took my saddle- 
horse, and rode to Captain Polsom's house^ where I found him 
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j in great pain and distre??, mental and physical. He was slttivig 

in a chair, and bathing his licad with a sponge. I expUiined to 

I him the object of my visit, and he said he had expected it, and 

i bad already sent his agent, Van Winkle, down-towii, with in- 

stractions to raise what money he could at any cost ; but he did 
not succeed in raiaing a cent So great was the shock to public 
confidence, that men slept on their monej, and would not loan 
it fc»r ten per cent, a week, on any seenrity whatever — even 

I on mint certificates, which were as good as gold, and only re 

qnired about ten days to be paid in coin by the United States 
IGnt I then rode up to Hammond's house, on Binoon Hill, 

k and found him there. I explained to him exactly Smiley' s af> 

fairs, and only asked him to pay one of Ms acceptances. He 
inquired, ^ 'Why not both f " I answered that was so much the 
better ; it would put me under still greater obligations. He 
then ac'rced to meet me at our bank at 10 r. m. I sent word to 
others that I demanded them to pay what they could on their 

( paper, and then returned to the bank, to meet Hammond. In 

due time, he cnme down with Palmer (of Palmer, Cook <fe 
Co.), and tliere he met Smiley, wlio was, of course, very anx- 
ious to retire his notes. "We there di-cii-.-ed the matter fully, 

I when Hammond said, Sherman, give mc up my two accept 

^ ances, and I will substitute therefor my check of forty thou 

sand dollars," with ^'the distinct understanding that, if the 
money is not needed by you, it shall be returned to me, and 
the transaction then to remain statu quo,^^ To this there was a 
general assent. iNisbet handed him his two acceptances^ and ho 
handed me his check, signed as collector of the port, on Major 
J. R. Snyder, United States Treasurer, for forty thousand dollars. 
I afterward rode out, that night, to Miftjor Snyder^s house on 
Xorth Beach, saw him, and he agreed to meet me at 8 A. k. 
next day, at the United States Mint, and to pay the check, so 

' that I could have the money before the bank opened. The next 

morning, as agreed on, we met, and he paid me the check in two 
sealed bags of gold-coin, each marked twenty thousand dollars, 
which I had carried to the bank, but never opened them, or uvea 
broke the seals. 
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That morning our l)ank opened as usual, but there was no 
appearance of a continuation of the " run ; " on the contrary, 
money began to come back on deposit, bo that by night we had 
a oonBiderable increase, and this went on from day to day, till 
nearly the old condition of ttungs returned. After about three 
days, finding I had no use for the money obtained on Ham- 
mond's eheeky I took the identical two bags back to the caaliier 
of the Onstom-Honse^ and recoyered the two aooeptanoes which 
had been smrendered as described ; and Smiley's two notes were 
afterward paid in their due oonrse, out of the cash reoeiTed on 
those identical acceptances. But, years afterward, on settling 
with Hammond for the Custom-Hoose contract when completed, 
there was a difference, and Smiley sned Lncas^ Turner & Co. for 
money had and received for his benefit, being the identical forty 
thousand dollars herein explained, but lie lust his case. Ham- 
mond, too, was afterward removed from office, and indicted in 
part for this transaction. lie was tried before the United States 
Circuit Court, Judge McAlister presidinfr, for a violation of the 
sub-Treasury Act, but was acquitted. Our bank, having thus 
passed so well through the crisis, took at once a first rank; but 
these bank failures had eaiij^ed so many merenutile losses, and 
had led to such an utter downfall in the value of real estate, that 
everybody lost more or less money by bad debts, by deprecia- 
tion of stocks and collaterals, that became unsalable, if not 
worthless. 

Abont this time (viz., February, 1855) I had exchanged my 
house on Green Street, with Mr. Sioat, for the half of a fifty- 
vara lot on Hanison Street, between Fremont and First, on 
which there was a small cottage^ and 1 had contracted for the 
building of a new frame-house thereon, at six thousand dollars. 
This house was finished on the 9th of April, and mj family 
moved into it at once. 

For some tune Mrs. Sherman had been anxious to go home 
to Lancaster, Ohio, where we had left our daughter Ifinnie, with 
her grandparents, and we arranged that S. M. Bowman, £s(|., 
and wife, should move into our new house and board us, "viz., 
Lizzie, A\'illic with the nurse Biddy, and myself, for a fair con- 
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^deration. It so happened that two of my personal fiiends^ 
^Messrs. Wintere and Oanningbam of Uarysville^ and a yonng 

fellow named Eagan, now a captain in the Commissary Depart- 
ment, were going East in the bteauier of the middle of Aj)ril, 
and that Mr. "William 11. Aspinwall, of Kew York, and Mr. 
Chauncey, of Pliiladelphia, were also going back; and they all 
offered to look to the personal comfort of ^Irs. Sherman on the 
voyage, Tliey took passage in the steamer Golden Age (Com- 
modore AV'atkins), which sailed on April 17, 1855. Their pas- 
sage down the coast was very pleasant till within a day's dis- 
tance of Fanain% when one bright moonlit nighty April 29th, 
the ship, rnnning at foil speed, between the Islands Quibo and 
Qnicara, atmck on a snuken reef, tore ont a streak in her 
bottom, and at onoe began to fill with water. Fortunately 
she did not stick fast, bnt swung off into deep water, and 
Commodore WatHns happening to be on deck at the moment^ 
walking with Mr. Aspinwall, learning that the water was 
roshing In with great rapidity, gave orders for a full head of 
steam, and turned the Teasel's bow straight for the Island 
Qnicara. The water rose rapidly in the hold, the passengers 
were all assembled, fearful of going down, the fires were out, 
and the l;k>t revolution of the wheels made, when her bow 
touched gently on the beach, and the vessel's stern sank in deep 
water. Lines were got out, and the sliip held in an upright po- 
sition, so that the passengers were safe, and but little incom- 
moded. I have often heard Mrs. Sherman tell of the boy Eagan, 
then about fourteen years old, coming to her state-room, and 
calling to her not to be afraid, as he was a good swimmer ; but 
on coming out into the cabin, partialiy dressed, she felt more con- 
iidence in the oool manner, bearing, and greater strength of Mr. 
Winters. There must have been nearly a thousand souls on board 
at the time, few of whom conld have been saved had the steamer 
gone down in mid^^shannel, which snidy would have resulted, 
had not Oommodore Watkbs been on deck^ or had he been less 
prompt in his determination to beach his ship. A sail-boat was 
di^tehed toward Panama, which luckily met the steamer John 
L. Stephens, just coming out of the bay, loaded with aLout a 
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tlioiisantl [)a^sengei*8 bound for San Francisco, and bIig at onco 
proceeded to the relief of tlie Golden Age. Iler passengers 
M-ere transferred in small boats to the Stephens, which vessel, 
with her two thousand people crowded together with liardly 
etanding-rooni, retui*ned to Paiiama, whence the passcnc^ers for 
the East proceeded to their destination without further delay. 
Luckily for Mrs. Sherman, Purser Goddard, an old Ohio friend 
of ours, was on the Stephens, and most kindly gave up Lis own 
room to her, and such lady friends as sho included in her party. 
The Golden Age was afterward partially repaired at Quicara^ 
pnmped out, and steamed to Panama, when, after farther re- 
pairs, she resumed hsat place in the line. I think she is still in 
existence, bnt Commodore Watkins afterward lost his life in 
China, by idling down a hatchway. 

Htb. Sherman returned in the latter part of Kovember of 
the same year, when Mr. and Mrs* Bowman, who meantime had 
bought a lot next to ns and erected a house thereon, removed to 
it, and we thns continued close neighbors and friends until we 
left the country for good in 1857. 

During the summer of 1S5G, in San Fmncisco, occuired uiio 
of those miliapi)y events, too common to new countiies, in 
which I became involved in spite of myself. 

"William Xeclv Johnson was Governor of California, and re- 
sided at Sacramento City; General John E. "Wool cuminaiidcd 
the Department of California, having succLcded General Hitch- 
cock, and had his hcadt^uarters at Beuicia ; and a ^Ir. Van Ness 
was mayor of the city. Politics had become a regular and 
profitable business, and politicians were more than suspected of 
l)eing corrupt. It was reported and currently believed that the 
shenjQE (Scannell) had been required to pay the Democratic Central 
Committee a hundred thousand dollars for hisnonoination, which 
was equivalent to an election, for an office of the nominal salary 
of twelve thousand dollars a year for four years. In the election 
all sorts of dishonesty were charged and believed, espedaUy of 
« ballot-box stuffing," and too generally the better dasses 
avoided the elections and dodged jury-duty, so that the affairs 
of the city government neceaeajily passed into the hands of a 
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low set of professional politicians. Among tliein was a man 
named James Casey, who edited a small paper, the printing 
office of wliich was in a room on the third floor of our banking- 
office. I hardly knew him by Bi<^ht, and rarely if ever saw his 
paper; but one day ISiv. Sather, of the excellent banking fii-m of 
Drexel, Sather & Church, came to me, and called my attention 
to an article in Casey's paper so full of falsehood and malice, 
that we construed it as aa eSoit to black -mail the banks 
generollj. At that time we were all laboring to restore con- 
fidence, which had been so mdely shaken by the panic, and I 
went np-staiiB, found Casey, and pointed out to him the objeo* 
tionable nature of bis article, told bim plainly tbat I could not 
tolerate bis attempt to print and cixeiilate slanders in our 
building, and, if be repeated it, I would cause bim and bis press 
to be thrown out of the windows. He took tbe bint and moved 
to more friendly quarters. I mention tbis &ct, to sbow my 
estimate of the man, wbo became a figure in tbe drama I am 
about to describe. James King of Wm., as before explained, 
was in Ibo'o a banker on Lis own account, but some time in 1854 
he had closed out his business, and engaged with Adams «\; Co., 
as cashier. Wicn this firm failed, he, in common with all the 
employes, was thrown out of employment, and had to look 
around for something else, lie settled down to the publication 
of an evening paper, called the BvIIctin^ and, being a man of 
fine manners and address, he at once constituted himself the 
ehainpion of society against tbe pubUc and private characters 
wbom be saw fit to arraign. 

As might have been expected, this soon brongbt him into 
tbe nsoal newspaper war witk other editors^ and especially with 
Casey, and epithets d la ''Eatanswill" were soon bandying back 
and forth between them. One evening of May, 1856, £ing 
pnbliahed, in the BuUeUny copies of papers procured from New 
York, to show that Oasey bad once been sentenced to tbe State 
penitentiary at Sing Sing. Casey took mortal offense, and 
called at the BvUdm ofBice, on tbe comer of Montgomery and 
Merchant Streets, where he found King, and violent words 
passed between them, resulting in Casey giving King notice 
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that he would tliuot him on sight. King remained in hia office 
till about 5 or G r. M., when he started toward his home on 
kStockton Street, and, as he neared the comer of "Washington, 
Casey approached him from the oj)[)usite direction, called to him, 
and bcgau tiring. King had on a short cloak, and in hia breast- 
pocket a small pistol, which he did not use. One of Cagoy's 
shots struck him high up in the breast, from which he reeled, 
"Was caught bj some passing f nend, and carried into the express- 
offioe on ihc comer, where he was laid on the counter, and a 
surgeon Bent for. Meantime, Casey escaped up Washington 
Street, went to the City Hall, and delivered himself to the 
shei-iff (Scannell), who conveyed him to jail and locked him in a 
cell. Meantime the news spread like wildfire, and all the city 
was in commotioni for King was very popular. Niabet, who 
boarded with ns on Harrison Street, had been dekjed at the 
bank later than nsnal, so that he happened to be near at the 
tune, and, when he came ont to dinner, he bronght me the news 
of this affair, and said that there was every appearance of a riot 
down-town that night This occurred toward the evening of 
May 14, 1856. 

It so happened that, on the urgent solicitation of Van Winkle 
and of Governor Johnson, I had only a few days before agreed 
to accept the commission of major-general of the Second Division 
of Mihtia, embracing San Francisco. I had received the com- 
mission, but hi\(\ nut as yet formally accepted it, or even put 
myself in communication with the volunteer companies of the 
city. Of the.^e, at that moment uf time, there was a company 
of artillery with four guns, comiiumded by a Caj)tain Johns, 
'ormerly of tlie army, and two or three imiformed companies of 
infantry. After dinner I went down-town to see what was 
going on ; found that King had been removed to a room in the 
Metropolitan VAock ; that his life was in great peril ; that CSasey 
was safe in jail, and the sherifE had c^ed to his assistance a 
p08a$ of the city police, some citizeni^ and one of the militia 
companies. The people were gathered in groups on the streets, 
and the words '^Yigilanoe Ckmmiittee" were freely spoken, but 
I saw no signs of immediate violence. The next morning, J 
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again went to the jail, and found all things quiet, but the militia 
bad withdrawn. I then went to the City llall, saw the mayor, 
Van Kess, and some of the citv officials, a^rrced to do what I 
could to maintain order witli such militia as were on hand, and 
then formally accepted the commission, and took the " oath." 
In 1851 (when I was not in California) there h ;d been a Yigi- 
lance Committee, and it was understood that its oiganization 
still existed. All tbe newspapers took ground in favor of tho 
Vigilance Committee, except the Herald (Jobn Nngenti editor), 
and nearly all the beet people favored iJiat means of redress. 
I conld see thej were organizing, hiring rendezvons, colleeting 
arms, etCy without conceahnent. It was soon manifest that 
the companies of volnnteers wonld go with the committee^" 
and that the public authorities could not rely on them for aid or 
defense. Stffl, there were a good many citizens who contended 
that, if the civil authorities were properly sustained by the 
people at large, they could and would execute the law. But the 
papers inflamed tho public mind, and the controversy spread 
to the country. About the third d;iy after the shooting of 
Iving, Governor Johnson telegraphed me that he would bo down 
in the evening boat, and asked me to meet him on arrival for 
consultation. I got C. K. GaiTison to go with me, and wo met 
the Governor and his brother on the wharf, and walked up 
to the International Ilotel on Jackson Street, above Mont- 
gomery. "We discussed the state of a&iira fully ; and Johnson, 
on learning that his particular friend, William T. Coleman, "was 
the president of the Vigilance Committee, proposed to go and 
see him. JTri route we stopped at Kinp^'s room, ascertained that 
he was slowly sinking, and could not live long; and then near 
midnight we walked to the Tumverein Hall, where the com- 
mittee was known to be sitting in consultation. This hall was 
on Bush Street, at about the interBeoti0n of Stockton. It was 
all li^^ted widiin, but the door was locked. 

l&e Governor knocked at the door, and on inquiry from in- 
side-—^ Who's there ? "—gave his name. After some delay we 
were admitted into a sort of vestibule, beyond which was a largd 
haU, and we could hear the suppressed voices of a multitude. 
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We were shown into a bar-room to the ri^t, when the Goyeix.or 
aaked to see OolemaD. The man left ns^ went into the main 
hally and aoon vetmned with Colemani who was pale and agitated. 
After shaking hands all ronnd, the GK>yemor said, Colenum, 
what the devil is the matter here t " Coleman said, Governor, 
it is time this shooting on onr streets should stop^" The Gov- 
ernor replied, I agree with you perf eotlj, and have come down 
from Sacramento to asdst." Coleman rejoined that the peo- 
ple were tired of it, and had no faith in tlie ofiiccrs of the law.'* 
A g-eiRTiil eoiivcrsatiuii llieu followed, in which it was admitted 
that King would die, and that Casey must be executed ; but the 
manner of execution was the thing to be settled, Coleman eon- 
tending that the people would do it without trusting the courts 
or the .sherifT. It po happened that at that time Jiidire Norton 
was on the bench of the court ha\T.ug jurisdiction, and he was 
imiver.silly recognized as an able and upiight man, whom no 
one could or did mistrust; and it also happened that a grand- 
jmj was then in session. Johnson argued that the time had 
passed in Califoinia for moljs and vigilance committees, and 
said if C >kman and associates would use their influence to sop* 
port the law, he (the Governor) would undertake that, ns soon 
as King died, the grand-juiy ^ould indict, that Jndge Nort(m 
would ti7 the murderer, and the whole proceeding should be as 
speedy as decency would allow* Then Coleman said ^ the peo- 
ple bad no confidence in ScanneU, the sheriff" who was, he said, 
in collusion with the rowdy element of San Francisco. Johnson 
then offered to be peraonaUj responsihle that Casey should be 
safely guarded, and should be forthcoming for trial and execu- 
tion at the proper time. I remember very well Johnson's asser- 
tion that he had no right to make those stipulations, and maybe 
no power to fullill them; but lie did it to save the city and 
state from the disgrace of a iiiob. Coleman disclaimed that the 
vigilance organization was a " mob," admitted that the projioei- 
tion of the Governor was fair, and all he or any one shoidd 
ask ; and added, if we would wait awhile, he would submit it to 
the council, and bring back an answer. 

We waited nearly an hour, and could hear the hum of voices 
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in the hall, but no woidfl, when Goleinan came hack, acoom- 
panied by a committee, of which I think the two broken Ar- 
lington, Thomas Smiley the auctioneer, BeTmonr, Tmett^ and 
others, were members. The whole oonyeraatbn was gone over 
a^ain, and the Governor's proposition was podtiTely agreed to, 
with this fiirtlier condition, that the Vigilance Committee should 
Bend into the jail a small lurce of their own mun, to make ccr 
tain that Casey should not be carried off or allowed to esca])e. 

The Governor, his brother William, Garrison, and I, then 
went up to the jail, where we found the sheriff and his posse- 
corn ?' fat us of police and citizens. These were styled the " Law- 
and-Order party," and some of them took offense tliat the Gov- 
ernor should have held communication with the " damned rebels,'* 
and Beveral of them left the jail ; but the aherifE seemed to agree 
with the Goremor that what he had done was light and best; 
and, while we were there, some eight or ten armed men arrived 
from the Vigilance Committee, and were receiyed hj the shcrifE 
(Scannell) as a*part of his regular 

The Governor then, near daylight^ went to his hotel, and I 
to my house for a short sleep. Kezt day I was at the bank, as 
usual, when about noon the Governor called, and asked me to 
walk with him down-street He said he had just received a 
message from the Vigilance Committee to the effect that they 
were not bound by Coleman's promise not to do any thing till 
the regular trial by jury should be had, etc. He was with reason 
furiou?, and asked me to go with him to Tniett's store, over 
which the Executive Committee was said to be in session. AVe 
were admitted to a front-room up-stairs, and heard voices in the 
back-room. The Governor inquired for Coleman, but he was 
not furthcoming. Another of the committee, Seymour, met us, • 
(lenied in ioto the promise of the night before, and the Governor 
openly accused him of treachery and falsehood. 

The quarrel became public, and the newspapers took it up, 
both parties turning on the Governor ; one, the Vigilantes, deny- 
ing the promise made by Coleman, their president; and the 
other, the " Law-and-Order party," refusing any further assist- 
ance, because Johnson had stooped to make terms with rebels. 
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At all events, lie was powerless, and had to let matters drift to 
a conclusion. 

King died about Friday, May i^iJtli, and the funeral was ap- 
pointed for the next Sunday. Early on tliat day the Governoi 
sent for me at my house. I f omid him on the roof of the Inter- 
national, from which we looked down on the whole city, and 
more espedallj the face of Telegraph Hill, which was already 
covered with a crowd of people, while others were moving tow- 
ard the jail on Broadway* Parties of armed men, in good order, 
were Tnarehing by platoons in the same direction, and f onned in 
line along Broadway, facing the jail-door. Soon a amaU party 
was seen to adYanoe to this door, and knock; a parley ensoed, 
the doors were opened, and Gasey was led ont In a few 
minntcs another prisoner was bronght ont, who proved to be 
GoFB, a man who had once been tried for killing Kichardson, 
the ITnited States MaTuhal, when the jury disagreed, an4 ho 
was awaiting a new trial. These prisoners were placed in car- 
riages, and escorted by tlie armed force down to the rooms of the 
Vigilance Committee, tlironp:;h the principal streets of the city. 
The day was exceedingly beautiful, and the whole proceeding 
was orderly in the extreme. I was under the impression that 
Casey and Cora were hanged that same Sunday, but was prob- 
ably in error; but in a very few days they were hanged by tlie 
neck — dead — suspended from beams projecting from the win- 
dows of the committee's rooms, without other trial than could 
be given in secret, and by night. 

We all thought the matter had ended there, and accordingly 
the Governor returned to Sacramento in disgust, and I went 
about my business. But it soon became manifest that the Vigi- 
lance Cknnmittee had no intention to surrender the power thus 
usurped. They took a building on Oky Street, near Front, 
fortified it, employed guards and armed sentinels, sat in mid- 
night council, issued writs of arrest and banishment and utterly 
ignored all authority but their own* A good many men were 
banished and forced to leave the country, but they were of that 
class we oould well spare. Yankee Sullivan, a prisoner in their 
custody, committed suicide, and a feeling of general insecority 
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pemded the city. BnsiiieflB was deranged ; and the JBvUeUn, 
then, under control of Tom Ejng, a brother of James, poured 
ont its abuse on some of onr best men, as well as the worst. 
Governor Johnson, being agiiiii appealed to, conchided to go to 
work regularly, and telegraphed me about the 1st of J ime to 
meet him at General Wool's headquarters at Benicia that night. 
I went up, and we met at the hotel where General Wool was 
boarding. Johnson liad with him his Secretary of State. We 
discussed the state of the country generally, and I had agreed 
tluit if Wool would give us arms and ammunition out of the 
United States Arsenal at Benicia, and if Commodore i'arragut, 
of the navy, commanding the na^y-yard on Mare Island, would 
^ye ns a ship, I would call out volunteers, and, when a snffi- 
cient number had responded, I would have the aims come down 
from Benicia in the ship^ arm my men, take possession of a 
thirty-two-ponnd-gnn hatteiy at the Marine Hospital on Sinoon 
Point, thence command a dispersion of the nnlawfnUj-anned 
force of the Yigilanoe Committee^ and arrest some of the leaders. 

We played cards that night, carrying on a oonTersation, m 
which Wool insisted on a prodamatioii commanding the Vigi- 
lance Committee to disperse, etc., and he told ns how he had on 
some occasion, as far back as 1814, suppressed a mutiny on the 
Korthem frontier. I did not understand him to make any dis- 
tinct promise of assistance that night, but he invited us to 
accompany him on an inspection of the arsenal the next day, 
which we did. On handling some rifled miuikets in the arse- 
nal storehouse he asked me how they would answer our pur- 
pose. I said they were the very things, and that we did not 
want cartridge boxes or l)elts, but that I woidd have the car- 
tridges carried in the hrt eches-j^ockets, and the caps In the vest- 
ix>ckets. I knew that there were stored in that arsenal four 
thonsand muskets, for I recognized the boxes which we had 
cairied out in the Lexington around Gape Horn in 184:6. After- 
ward we all met at the quarters of Captain D. R. Jones of the 
army, and I saw the Secretary of State, D. Douglass, Esq., 
walk ont with General Wool in earnest conversation, and this 
Secretary of State afterward asserted that Wool there and then 
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promised us tlie arms and ammunition, pioviikM-l the Governor 
would make his proclamation for the committee to dis^perse, and 
that I should afterward call out the militia, etc. On the way 
back to the hotel at Benicia, General Wool, Captain Callendar 
of the arsenal, and T, were walking Bide by fiide^ and I was tell- 
ing him (General Wool) that I would also need some ammniii- 
tion for the thirty-two-pound guns then in position at Rincon 
Point, when Wool tnmed to Callendar and inqnired, *<Did I 
not order those guns to be brought «wajf Callendar said: 
^^YeBf general I made a requisition on the quartermaster for 
transportation, but his schoon^ has been so busy that the guns 
are still there." Then said Wool : Let them remain; we may 
have use for them/' I therefrom inferred, of course, that it was 
all agreed to so far as he was oonoemed. 

Soon after we had reached the hotel, we ordered a buggy, 
and Governor Johnson and I drove to Vallejo, six miles, crossed 
over to ^\:\ve Island, and walked up to the commandant's house, 
wlierc we found Commodore Farragut and his family. AVe 
stated our husiness fairly, but the commodore answered very 
frankly that he had no authority, witlujut (u-ders from hi-? depart- 
ment, to take any part in civil broils; he doubti^'l the wisdom 
of the attempt; said he had no ship available exce[)t the John 
Adams, Captain Boutwell, and that she needed repairs. ]hit he 
assented at last to the proposition to let the sloop John Adams 
drop down abreast of the city after certain repairs, to lie off 
there for moral effect, wliich afterward actually occurred. 

We then returned to Benicia, and Wool's first question was, 
" What luck '\ We answered, " Not much," and explained what 
Conmiodore Fanagnt could and would do, and that, instead of 
haying a naval vessel, we would seize and use one of the Pacific 
Mail Company's steamers, lying at their dock in Benida, to 
cany down to San Francisco the arms and munitions when the 
time came. 

As the time was flien near at hand for the arrival of the 
evening boats, we all walked down to the wharf together, where 
I told Jolinson that he could not be too careful ; that I had not 
heard General Wool make a po6ili\c promise of assisUnce. 
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Upon tliis, Jolinson called General "Wool to one side, and we 
tlireo drew together. Jolinson said : " General Wool, General 
^ Sherman is very particular, and ^ants to know exa<-tly what 

you propose to do." Wool answered : " I understand, Governor, 
that in the first place a writ of habeas corpus will be issued 
commanding the jailers of tlie Yigilancc Committee to produce 
the body of some one of the prisoners held by them (which, of 
coiuse, will be refused) ; that you then issue your proclamation 
commanding them to di^rse, and, failing thisy you will call 
out the militia, and command General Sherman with it to sup 
press the Yigilaiioe Committee as an unlawful l)o<ly ; " to which 
the Governor responded, " Yes." " Theuy" said Wool, " on Gen- 
eral Shennan'B making his lequisitioiii approved bj yon, I will 
order the issne of the neoeasary arms and ammnnition." I re- 
member well that I said, emphatically: ^ That is all I want.-^ 
Now, Governor, yon may go ahead." We soon parted; John* 
son and Douglas taking the boat to Sacramento, and I to San 
Frandsoo. 

The Chief-Justice, Teny, came to San Francisco the next 

day, issued a writ of habeas corjym for the body of one Maloney, 
which writ was resisted, as we expected. The Governor then 
'issued his proclamatioTi, and I published my orders, dated June 
4, 1855. The Quartermaster-General of the State, General 
Kibbe, also came to San Francisco, took an office in the City 
Hall, eng-agcd several rooms for armories, and poou the men be- 
pran to enroll into companies. In my general orders calling out 
the militia, I used the expression, • " "WTien a sufficient number 
of men are enrolled, arras and ammunition will be supplied.'' 
Some of the best men of the Vigilantes " came to me and re- 
monstrated, saying that collision would surely lesnlt ; that it 
would be terrible, etc All I conld say in reply was, that it was 
for them to get ont of the way. ^^Bemove your fort ; cease 
} yonr midnight oonndls ; and prevent yonr anned bodies from 

patrolling the streets.'' They inqnired where I was to get anns, 
and I answered that I had them eertam. Bnt personally I wmt 
right along with my bnsineas at the banl^ oonsdons that at any 
moment we might have trouble. Another committee of dti* 
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zenB, a oonciliatoiy bod^, was fonned to prevent ooUiaon if 
pofidble, and the newepapera boiled over with yehement Titn- 
peration. This eeoond committee was compoeed of sach men 
as Crockett, Bitchie, Thornton, Bailey Peyton, Foote, Donohne, 
Kelly, and others, a class of the most intelligent and wealthy 
men of the city, who earnestly and honestly desired to prevent 
bloodshed. They also came to me, and I told them that onr 
men were enrolling very fast, and that, wlien I deemed the right 
moment luid cuiue, the Vifjilaucc Cuininittcc must disperse, eUo 
bloodshed and destruction of property would inevitably follow. 
They also had discovered that the better men of the Vigilance 
Committee itself were getting tired of the business, and thought 
that in the execution of Casey and Cora, and the banishment of 
a dozen or more rowdies, they had done enough, and were then 
willing to stop. It waa suggested that, if our Law-and-Order 
party would not arm, by a oertun day near at hand the com- 
mittee would disperse, and some of their leaders would sub* 
mit to an indictment and trial by a jury of citizens, which they 
knew would acquit them of crime. One day in the bank a man 
called me to the counter and said, '^If yon esqpect to get arms of 
General Wool, yon will be mistaken, for I was at Benida yes> 
terday, and heard him say he would not give them." This per- 
son was known to me to be a man of truth, and I immediately 
wrote to General Wool a letter telling him what I had heard, and 
how any hesitation on hfo part would oompromise me as a man 
of truth and Imnor ; adding that I did not believe we should ever 
need the arms, but only the promise of. them, fur " the com- 
mittee was letting duwn, and would soon disperse and submit to 
the law," etc. I further asked him to answer me categorically 
that very night, by the Stockton boat, which would pass Benicia 
on its way down about midnight, and I would sit up and wait 
for his answer. I did wait for his letter, but it (hd not come, 
and the next day I got a telegraphic dispatch from Governor 
Johnson, who, at Sacramento, had also heard of General tool's 
back-down,'^ asking me to meet him again at Benicia that 
night 

T went up iu tlie evening boat, and found General Wool's 
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aide-de-camp, Cai)tain Arnold, of the army, on the whai-f, with 
a letter in his hand, which he said was fur uie. I asked for it^ 
hut he Kiid lie knew its importance, and preferred we should go 
to General Wool's room together, and the preneral could hand it 
to nie in person. We did go right up to General Wool's, who 
took the sealed parcel and laid it aside, saying that it was lit- 
erally a copy of one he had sent to Governor Johnson, who 
would doubtless give me a copy ; but I insisted that I had made 
a written commTUiicatloziy and was entitled to a written answer. 
At that moment several gentlemen of the "Conciliation 
party," who had come np in the eame steamer with me, asked 
for admission and came in. I recall the names of Crockett, 
Foote, Bailey Peyton, Judge Thornton, Donohue, etc., and the 
converaation became general, Wool tiying to explain away the 
effect of our misnnderstanding, taking good pains not to deny 
his promise made to me personally on the wkarf. I renewed 
my application for the letter addressed to me, then lying on 
his table. On my statement of the case, Bailey Peyton said, 
^ Qeneral Wool, I think General Sherman has a right to a writ* 
ten answer from you, for he is surely compromised." Upon this 
Wool handed me the letter. I opened and road it, and it denied 
any promise of arms, but otherwise was extremely evasive and 
uon-cunimittal. I had heard of the arrival at the wharf of 
the Governor and party, and was expecting them at Wool's room, 
but, instead of stopping at the hotel where we were, they passed 
to another hotel on the block above. I went up and found 
there, in a room on the second tloor over the bar-room, Gov- 
ernor Johnson, Chief-Justice Terry, Jones, of Palmer, Cooko 
& Co., E. D. Baker, Yolney E. Howard, and one or two others. 
All were talking furiously against Wool, denouncing him as 
a d d liar, and not sparing the severest terms. I showed 
the Governor General Wool's letter to me^ whidi he said was 
in effect the same as the one addressed to and received by 
him at Sacramento. lie was so offended that he would not 
even call on General Wool, and said he would never again 
recognize him as an officer or gentleman. We discussed mat- 
ters generally, and Judge Terry said that the Vigilance Oomr 
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mittee were a set of d— d pork-mercbaats ; that thej were 

getting scared, and tliat Greneral "Wool was in eolliision with 
thciii to bring the State into contempt, etc. I explained that 
there were no ai ms in the State except what General Wool had, 
or what were in the hands of the Yigilance Committee of San 
Francisco, and tliat the part of wisdom for us was to be patient 
and cautious. About that time Crockett and his uss<>ciates sent 
up their cards, but Terry and the more violent of the Governor's 
followers denounced them as no better than " Vigilantes,'' auc 
wanted the Governor to refuse even to receive them. I ex- 
plained that they were not YigUantes/' that Judge Thornton 
was a " Law-and-Order " man, was one of the first to respond to 
the call of the sheriff, and that he went actnallj to the jail with 
his one arm the night ve expected the first attempt at rescue^ 
eta Johnson then sent word for them to rednoe their bnsiqess 
to wrUmg, They umplj sent in a written rsqnest for an an* 
dienc^ and they were then promptly admitted. After some 
general eonversation, Hie Gk»Temor said he was prepared to hear 
them, when Mr. Crockett rose and made a prepared speech em- 
brscmg a clear and &ir statement of tlie condition of things 
in San Francisco, concluding with the assertion of the willing- 
nesfl of the committee to disband and submit to trial after a cer- 
tiiiu date not very remote. All the time Crockett was sjieaking, 
Terry sat with his hat on, drawn over his eyes, and with his feet 
on a table. As soon as Crockett was through, they were dis- 
mi^ed, and Johnson began to prepare a \s'ritten answer. This 
was scratched, altered, and amended, to suit the notions (►f his 
counselors, and at last was copied and sent. This answer 
' amounted to little or nothing. Seeing that we were powerless 
for good, and that violent counsels would prevail under the influ- 
ence of Teny and others, I sat down at the table, and wrote mj 
resigDation, which Johnson accepted in a complimentary note on 
the spot, and at the same time he appointed to my place General 
Ydney £. Howard, then preeent, a lawyer who had once been a 
member of Congress fnm Texas, and who was expected to drive 
the d ■ d pork-merchants into the bay at short notice. 

I went soon after to General Wool's roomi where I found . 
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Crockett and the rest of his party ; told them that I was out of 
the fight, having resigned my commission ; that I had neglected 
business that had been intrusted to me by my St. Louis purt- 
ners ; and that I would thenceforward mind my own busine8% 
and leave public affairs severely alone. We all returned to San 
Francisco that night by the Stockton boat, and I never after- 
ward had any thing to do with pditicB in Calif omiay perfect^ 
satisfied with that short azperienoe. Johnson and Wool fought 
ont their qnarrel of yeracity in the newspapers and on paper. 
But, in my opinion, there is not a shadow of donbt that General 
Wool did ddiberat^y deoeire ns ; that he had authority to issne 
armsy and that, had he adhered to his promise, we conld have 
checked the committee before it became a fixed institution, and 
a part of the common law of California. Major-General Yolney 
E. Howard came to San Francisco soon after; continued the 
organization of militia which I had begun ; succeeded in getting 
a few arms from tlie country; but one day the Vigilance Com- 
mittee sallied from their armories, captured the arms of the 
" Law -and -Order party," put some of their men into prison, 
wliile General TToward, with others, escaped to the country; 
after which the Vigilance Committee had it all their own way. 
Subsequently, in J uly, 1856} they arrested Chief-Justice Tetrj^ 
and tried him for stabbing one of their constables, but he man- 
aged to escape at night, and took refuge on the John Adams. 
In August, they hai^ged Hetherington and Brace in broad day* 
light, withont any jnxy-trial ; and, soon after, they qnietly dis- 
banded. As tliey controlled the presa^ they wrote their ownt 
history, and the world generally gites them ^e credit of having, 
purged San !FnmciB00 ^ rowdies and ron^ ; bnt their snooesa 
has given great stimnlns to a dangerous principle, that would afe 
any time justify the mob in s^ang all the power of gov mment t 
and who is to say that the Yigilanoe'Oonmiitteemay not be com- 
posed of the worst, instead of the best, elements of a commnnity t 
Indeed, in San Francisco, as soon as it was demonstrated that 
the real power had passed from the City ILiU to the committee- 
room, the same set of bailiffs, constables, and rowdies that had 
infested the City ELall were found in the employment of the 
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Vigilantes;" and, after three months' experience, the better 
dasB of people beoune tired of the midnight sessions and left 
the business and power of the oonunittee in the hands of a 
court, of whieh a Sjdn^ man was reported to be tiie hesd or 
chief-jnstioe. 

Dnring the winter of 1855-'56, and indeed thionghoat the 
year 1856, all lands of bnriness became unsettled in Galifoznia. 
The mines continned to yield abont fifty millions of gold a year ; 
but little attention was paid to agricoltnre or to any business 

other than that of " mininn^," and, as the placer-gold was bccom- 
mg worked out, the miners were restless and uneasy, and were 
shifting about from place to place, impelled l)y inimors put adoat 
for speculative purposes. A great many extensive enterprises 
by joint-stock companies had been begun, in the way of water- 
ditches, to bring water^from the head of the mountain-Btreams 
down to the rielier alluvial deposits, an*l nearly all of these com- 
panies became embarrassed or bankrui)t. Foreign capital, also, 
which had been attracted to Cahfornia by reason of the high 
rates of interest, was being withdrawn, or was tied up in prop- 
erty which could not be sold ; and, although our bank^s having 
withstood the panio gaye ns great credit^ still the commnnity 
itself was shaken, and loans of money were risl^ in the ex- 
treme. A great many merchants, of the highest nsme^ aYsiled 
themselYea of the extremely libcsal bankmpt law to get dis- 
ohaiged of their old debts, without sacrificing much, if any, of 
their stocks of goods on hand, except a lawyer's fee ; thns reiQiz- 
ing Martin Burke's saying that many a clever fellow had been 
mined by paying his debts." The merchants and 
of San Francisco did not intend to be ruined by such a course. 
I raised the rate of exchange from three to three and a half, 
while others kept on at the old rate ; and I labored hard to col- 
lect old debts, and strove, in making new loans, to be on the 
safe side. The State and city both denied much of their pubUc 
debt ; in fact, repudiated it; and real estate, which the year be- 
fore had Ijceii iir,-t ('I:i>s securitv, became uttcrlv unsalable. 

The otKcc labor and confinement, and tlie anxictv attendincr 
the business, aggravated my asthma to such au extent that at 
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times it deprived me of sleep, and threatened to become clironic 
and serious ; and I was also conscious that the first and original 
cause which had induced Mr. Lucas to establish the bank in Cal- 
ifornia had ceased. I so reported to him, and that I really 
believed that he could use his money more safely and to better 
advantage in St Louis. This met his prompt approval, and he 
instructed me gradually to draw out, preparatory to a removal 
to New York City. Accordingly, early in ApzUy 1857, 1 pub- 
lished an adyertisement in the San Franeisoo papers, notifying 
OUT cnstomera tha^ on the Ist day of May, we would discontinue 
bnsineflB remoTO East, leqniiuig all to withdraw their ae- 
conntSy and dedaring that, if any remained on the 1st day of 
May, their balances would be transfecred to the banking-honse 
of Parrott & Co. PnnctoaUy to the day, this was done^ and the. 
biisinesB of Locas, Tnmer & Co., of San Frandsoo^ was disoon- 
tinned, except the mofe diffioolt and disagreeable part of col- 
lecting theur own moneys and selling the real estate, to which 
the firm had succeeded by purchase or foreclosure. One of the 
partners, B. R. Ni^bet, assisted by our attorney, S. !M. Bowman, 
E6(j., remained behind to close up the business of the bank. 
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1857-1859. 

HAvryo dosed the bank at San Francisco on tlie Ist day of 
May, 185 7, accompanied by my family I embarked in the steamer 
Sonora for Panama, croBsed the isdmraa, and sailed to New 
York, whence we proceeded to Lancaster, Ohio, where His. 
Sherman and the family stopped, and I went on to St. Lonis. 
I f onnd there that some dianges had been niade in the parent- 
honae, that Mr. Lucas had bought ont his partner, Gaptiain Sy- 
mornja, and that the. firm's name had been dianged to that of 
James H. Lncas ie Co. 

It had also been arranged that an office or branch was to be 
established in Kew York City, of which I was to have charge, 
on pretty much the same terms and conditions as in the previous 
Sail Francisco lirra. 

Mr. Lucas, Major Turner, and I, agreed to meet in Kew 
York, suun after tlie 4th of July. We met accordin«^ly at the 
Metropolitan Hotel, selected an office, No. 12 AVall Street, 
purchased the necessary furniture, and cnua^^cd a teller, book- 
keeper, and porter. The new linn was to bear the Siime title of 
Lucas, Turner & Co., with about the same partners in interest, 
but the nature of the business was totally different. We opened 
our office on the 2l6t of July, 1857, and at onoe began to re- 
ceive accounts from the West and from California, but our chief 
business was as the resident agents of the 6t. Louis finn of 
James H. Lucas & Go. Personally I todc rooms at No. 100 
Prince Street, in which house vere also quartered Major J. G. 
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Baniardy and Deatenant J. B. McFhenon, United States En- 
gineerSy both of whom afterward attained great fame in the 
war. 

Mj business relations in New York were with the Metropoli- 
tan Bank and Bank oi America ; and with the yery wealthy and 

most respectable firm of Schuehhardt & Gebhard, of Nassau 
Street. Every thing went along swimmingly till the 21st of An 
gust, wlien all Wall Street was thrown into a spasm by the failure 
of the Ohio Life and Trust Company, and the panic so resembled 
that in San Francisco, tliat, having nothing seemmgly at stake, I 
felt amused. But it soon became a seiious matter even to me. 
"VVestem stocks and securities tumbled to such a figure, that all 
Western banks that held such securities, and had procured ad- 
vances thereon, were compelled to pay up or substitute increased 
collaterals. Our own house was not a borrower in Xew York 
at all, but many of our Western correspondents were, and it 
taxed my time to watch their interests. la September, the 
panic extended so as to threaten the safety of even some of the 
New York banks not connected with the West ; and the alarm 
became general, and at kst universaL 

In the veiy midst of this panie eame the news that the 
steamer Central America, formerly the George Law, with six 
hundred passengers and about sixteen hundred thousand doUara 
of treasure, coming from Aspinwall, had foundered at sea, off 
the coast of Georgia, and that about sixty of the passengers had 
been providentially picked up by a Swedish bark, and brought 
into Savannah. The absolute loss of this treasure went to swell 
> the confusion and panic of the day. 

A few days after, I was standing in the vestibule of the Me- 
tropolitan Hotel, and heard the captain of the Swedish bark 
tell his singular story of the rescue of these passengers. He 
was a short, sailor-like-looking man, with a strong German or 
Swedish accent. He said that he was sailing from some port in 
Honduras for Sweden, running down the (iuLf Stream off Sa- 
vannah. The weather had been heavy fur some days, and, about 
nightfall, as he paced his deck, he observed a man-of-war hawk 
circle about his vessel, gradually lowering, until the bird was as . 
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it were aiming at Lim. He jerked out a belajing-pini atrnck at 
the bird, missed it, when the hawk again rose high in the air, 
and 8 second time began to desoend, contract hia drde, and 
make at him again. The second time he hit the bird, and strock 
it to the deck. This strange fact made him imeasy, and he 
thought it betokened danger ; he went to the binnacle, saw the 
course he was steering, and without any particular reason he 
ordered the steersman to alter the course one point to the east. 

After this it became quite dark, and he continued to prome- 
nade the deck, and bad settled into a drowsy state, when ai in a 
dream he thought he beard voices all round his ship. "Waking 
uj), he ran to the side of the shij), saw something struggling in 
the water, and heard clearly cries for hel]). Instantly heaving 
bis ship to, and lowering all bis boats, he managed to pick up 
fiixtj or more persons wlio were jioatiug about on skylights, 
doors, spars, and whatever fragments remained of the Central 
America. ' Had he not changed the course of his vessel by rea- 
son of the mysterions conduct of that man-of-war hawk, not a soml 
would probably have snnrived the night. It was stated by the 
rescued passengers, among whom was Billy Birch, that the Cen- 
tral America had sailed from Aspinwall with the passengers and 
freight which left San Fhmdsco on the 1st of September, and 
encountered the gale in the Gulf Stream somewhere off Savan- 
nah, in which she sprung a leak, filled rapidly, and went down. 
The passengers who were saved had dung to doors, skylights, 
and such floating objescts as they could reach, and were thus res- 
cued ; all the rest, some five hundred in number, had gone down 
with the ship. 

The i>anic grew worse and worse, and about the end of Sep- 
tember there was a general suspension of the banks of jS^ew 
Tork, and a money crisis extended all over the country. In 
Kew York, Lucas, Turner & Co. had nothing at risk. We bad 
large cash balances in the ]SIetropolitan Bank and in the Bank of 
Americn, all siifc, and we held, for the account of the St. Louis 
bouse, at least two hundred thousand dollars, of St. Lonis city 
and coimty bnivls, and of acceptances falling due right along, 
. none extending beyond ninety days. I was advised from St. 
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Louis tluit money matters were extrcinely tiglit ; but I did not 
dream of any danger in that quarter. I knew well that Mr. 
Lucas was worth two or three million dollars in the best real 
estiite, and inferred from the large balances to their credit with 
me that no mere panic could shake his credit ; but, early on the 
morning of October Tth, my cousin, James M. lloyt, came to 
me in bed, and read me a paragraph in the morning paper, to 
the effect that James II. Lucas & .Co., of St. Louis, had sus- 
pended. I was, of 0011180) smprifledy but not sorry ; for I had 
always contended that a man of so much visible wealth as Mr. 
Lucas should not be engaged in a busineee subject to such vicis- 
situdes. I hurried down to the office, where I reoeiyed the aame 
information offidaUy, by telegraphy with infitractions to make 
proper dispositioa of tiie affairs of tiie banki and to come out to 
St. Lonifl^ witih such assets as wonld be ayailable there. I tnms- 
fenred the funds belonging to aU onr correepondentsi with lists 
of outstanding ^eeks, to one or other of onr bankers, and with 
the cash balance of the St Iionis house and their available assets 
started for St Louis. I maj say with confidence that no man 
lost a cent by either of the banking-firms of Lucas, Turner & 
Co., of San Francisco or New York j but, aa usual, those who 
owed ns were not alwavs as inst. 

I reached St. Louis October 17th, and found the partners 
engaged in liquidating the balances due depositors as fast as col- 
lections could bo forced ; and, as the panic began to subside, this 
process became quite rapid, and Mr. Lucas, by making a loan in 
Philadelphia, was enabled to close out all accounts without hav- 
ing made any serious sacrifices. Of course, no person ever lost 
a cent by him : he has recently died, leaving an estate of eight 
million dollars. During his lifetime, I had opportunities to 
know him well, and take much pleasure in bearing testimony to 
hia great worth and personal kindness. On the failure of his 
hanky he assumed personally all the liabilities^ released his part- 
ners of all responsibility, and offered to assist me to engage in 
business, which he supposed Iras due to me because I had re- 
signed my anny commission. 

I remained in St Louis till the 7th of December, 1857, aa- 
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nattng in ooUeotbg for the biak^ tnd in controlling aU matters 
which came from die Nev York and San Frandaoo hianeheB. 
B. It. Kiabet was still in San Fzandaoo, bnt had mairied a IGsa 
Thornton, and was coming home. Tbm still remained in Oali- 
f omia a good deal of real estate^ and notes, Talned at abont two 
hundred thonsand dollars in the aggregate ; so that, at Mr. Lu- 
cas's request, I agreed to go out again, to bring matters, if pos- 
sible, nearer a final eettleiuent. I accordingly left St. Louis, 
reached Lancaster, where nij family was, on the 10th, staid there 
till after Christmas, and then went to Xew York, where I re- 
mained till January 5th, when I embarked on the steamer Moses 
Taylor (Captain McGowan) for Aspinwall ; caught the Golden 
Gate (Captain Whiting) at Panama, January 15, 1858; and 
reached San Francisco on the 2Sth of January. I found that 
Kisbet and wife had gone to St. Louis, and that we had passed 
each other at sea. lie had carried the ledger and books to St, 
Louis, but left a schedule, notes, etc., in the hands of S. M. 
Bowman, Esq., who passed them over to me. 

On the 30th of January I published a notice of the dissolu- 
tion of the partnership, and called on all who were still indebted 
to the firm of Lncas, Turner <& Co. to pay np, or the notes would 
be sold at auction. I also advertised that all the real property 
was for sale. 

Business had somewhat changed since 1857. Farrott & Oo*i 
Garnaon, Fritz & Ealston ; Wells, Faigo & Co.; Drexel, Sather 
& Churdi, and Tallant & Wilde, were the principal bankers. 
Property continued almost unsalable, and prices were lesa than a 
half of what they had been in 1853-'54^ William Bhinding, Esq., 
had rented my house on Harrison Street ; so I occupied a room 
in the bank, No. 11, and boarded at the Meiggs House, comer 
of Broadway and Montgomcrj^, which we owned. lla\ ing reduced 
expenses to a minimum, I proceedwl, with all }MK>sible dispatch, 
to collect outstanding debts, in some instances making saeritices 
and compromises. I made some few sales, and generally aimed 
to put matters in such a shape that time would bring tlie best 
result. Some of our heaviest creditore were John M. lihodes & 
Co., of Sacramento and Shasta; Langton 6s Co., of Downieville ; 



Digitized by Google 



186r-*59.] OAIIFOBNIA, lilEW TOBK, KASSJiS, 189 

and E. M. Strange, of Mniphy'a. In ttyiB^ to pnt these debts 
in oonrae of aetdement} I made some arrangement in Bownie- 
ville with the law-firm of Speare A Thornton, to collect, by suit, 
a certain note of Green & Furd j for twelye thonaand dollan. 
Earlj in April, I learned that Speara had collected three thon- 
Band seven hundred dollars in money, had appropriated it to his 
own nse, and had pledged another good note taken in part pay- 
ment of three thousaud and fifty-three dollars, lie pretended 
to be insane. I had to make two visits to Downieville on this 
business, and there made the acquaintance of Mr. Stewart, now 
a Senator from Nevada. lie was married to a daut^hter of Gov 
ernx)r Foote ; was living in a small frame-house on the bar just 
below the town ; and his little daughter wag playing about the 
door in the sand. Stewart was then a lawver in Downieville, in 
good practice; afterward, by some lucky stroke, became part 
owner of a valuable ailyermine in Nevada, and is now accounted 
a millionaire. I managed to save something out of Spears, and 
more ont of his partner Thornton. This affair of Spears rained 
him, beoanse his insanity was manifestly feigned. 

I remained in San Francisco till July 8d, when, having 
collected and remitted every cent that I conld raise, and got 
all the property in the best shape possible, hearing from St. 
Lonis that bnsiness had revired, and that there waa no need of 
further sacrifice, I pnt all the papers, with a full letter of in- 
stmetions, and power of attorney, in the hands of William Ehmd* 
ing, Esq., and took passage on the good steamer Golden Gate, 
Captain Whiting, for Panama and home. I reached Lancaster 
on July 28, lS58, and found all the family well. I was then 
perfectly mihanipered, hut the serious and greater question re- 
mained, what was I to do to support my family, consisting of a 
wife and four children, all accustomed to more than the average 
comforts of life ? 

I remained at Lancaster all of August, 1858, during which 
time I was discnssinir witli Mr. Ewiiiir and others wliat to do 
next. Major Turner and Mr. Lucas, in St. Louis, were willing to 
do any thing to aid me, but I thought best to keep independent. 
Mr. Ewing had property at Chaoncey, constating of aalt-wella and 
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ooal-mlnes, bat for that part of OHo I Iiad no fan^. Two of 
his SODS, Hugh and T. Jr., bad eetabliBfaed tbeniBelTes at 
LoATenwortb, Kansas, where they and their father had boii^rht 
ft good deal of land, some near the town, and Bome back in the 
country. Iklr. Ewinp; offered to confide to me the general man- 
agement of his share of interest, and Hngh and T. E., Jr., offered 
me an equal copartnership in their law-firm. Accordingly, about 
the 1st of September, I started for Kansas, stopping a couple of 
weeks in St. Louis, and reached Leavenworth. I foimd about 
two miles below the fort, on the river-bank, where in 1851 was 
a tangled thicket, quite a handsome and thriving city, growing 
rapidly in rivalry with Kaofiaa City, and St. Joseph, Missouri. 
After looking about and consulting with friends, among them 
my classmate Major Stewart Van Yliet, quartermaster at the 
fort, I concluded to aocept the propositioii of Mr. Ewing^ and 
accordin^y the firm, of Sherman & EwxDg was duly announced, 
and onr servioea to the public offered as attomeya-at-law. 

TVe had an office on Main Street, between Shawnee and 
Delaware, on the second floor, over the office of Hampton Den- 
man, Esq., mayor of the city. This building was a mere shell, 
and onr office was reached by a stairway on the outside. Al- 
though in the course of my militaiy reading I had studied a few 
of the ordinary law-books, such as Blackstone, Kent, Starkie^ 
etc., I did not presume to be a lawyer ; but our agreement 
was that Thomas Ilwin::;, Jr., a good and thorough lawyer, 
should manage all business in the courts, while I gave attention 
to collections, agencies for houses and lands, and such business 
as my expcriciue in banking had qualified me for. Yet, as 
mj name was embraced in a law-firm, it seemed to me proper to 
take out a license. Accordingly, one day \yhen L'nited ISt^ites 
Jinlge Lecompte was in our office, I mentioned the matter to 
him; he told me to go down to the clerk of his com*t, and 
he would give me the license. I inquired what examination I 
would have to submit to, and he replied, '^None at all;" he 
would admit me on the ground of general intelligence. 

During that summer we got our share of the business of the 
profeBdon, then represented by several eminent law-firms, em- 
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bracing nameb that have since fiouriahed in the Senate, and in 
the higher courts ol the conntiy. But the most lucrative single 
case "was giTen me hj my friend !Major Tan Yliet, who em- 
ployed me to go to Fort Riley^ one hundred and thir^Hsix 
miles west of Fort Leayenwort]!, to Biq)erintend the repairs to 
the military road. For this purpose hie supplied me with a 
fom^4n1]le ambulance and driver. The country was then sparsely 
settled, and quite as many Indians wm along the road as white 
people ; still there were embiyo towns all along the route, and a 
few farms Bprinkled over the beautiful prairies. On reaching 
Indianola, near Topeka, I foimd everybody down with the 
chills and fever. My own driver bucame so shaky that I had 
to act as driver and cook. 13 ut in due season I reconnoitred the 
road, and made contracts for repairing some bridges, and for 
cutting such parts of the road as needed it. I then returned to 
Fort Leavenworth, and reported, receiving a fair compensation. 
On my way up I met Colonel Sumner's column, returning from 
their summer scout on the plains', and spent the night with the 
oflScers, among whom were Captains Sackctt, Sturgis, etc. Also 
at Fort Biley I was cordially received and entertained by some 
old army-friends, among them Major Sedgwick, Captains Tot- 
ten, £11 Lon^ etc. 

Mrs. Sherman and children arrived out in November, and we 
spent tlie winter very comfortably in the house of Thomas 
Swings Jr., on the comer of Third and Pottawottamie Streets. 
On the Ist of Januaiy, 1859, Daniel McCook, Esq., was ad- 
mitted to membership in our firm, which became Sherman, Sw- 
ing & MeOook. Our business continued to grow, but, as the in- 
come hardly sufficed for three such ezpensiye personages, I con- 
tinned to look about for something more certain and profitable, 
and during that spring undertook for the Hon. Thomas Ewing, 
of Ohio, to open a fann on a large tract of land lie owned on 
Indian Creek, forty miles west of Lciivenworth, for the benelit 
of his grand-nephew, Henry Clark, and his grand-niece, Mrs. 
"W'alker. These arrived out in the spring, by which time I had 
caused to be erected a small frame dwelling-house, a bara, and 
f endng for a hundred acres. This helped to pass away time, 



Digitized by 



142 



CALIFORNIA, NEW YORK, £ANSAa 



but afforded little profit ; and on the lltli of June, 1859, 1 
wrote to Major D. C. Bued, assistant adjutant-general, on dutj 
in the War Department with Secretaiy of War Hoyd, inquiring 
if til ere was a yacancj among the nrmj paymaaten^ or any tjpi^ 
in bia line that I could obtain. He replied promptly, and sent 
me the printed programme for a miUtaiy college about to be 
ozganixed in Lonisianay and adviaed me to apply for the aoperin- 
tendent's place, aaying that General G. Maaon Graham, the half- 
brother of my old commanding general, B. B. Maaon, waa yerj 
influential in this matter, and would doubtleaa befriend me on 
account of the relationB that had eziated between General MiaBon 
and myself in California. Accordingly, I addieased a letter of 
application to the Hon. B. C. Wickliffe^ Baton Bouge, Louinana, 
asking the answer to be sent to me at Lancaster, Ohio, where I 
proposed to leave my family. But, before leaving tliis braneh of 
the subject, I mubt explain a little matter of which I have seen 
an account in print, complimentary or otherwise of the firm 
of Sherman, Ewing 6s McCobk^ more especially of the senior 
partner. 

One day, as I pat in our office, an Irishman came in and 
said he had a case and wanted a lawyer. I a.sked him to sit 
down and give me the points of his case, all the other members 
of the firm being out. Our client stated that he had rented a 
lot of an Irish landlord for five dollars a month; that he had 
erected thereou a small frame ahan^, whicb waa occupied by his 
family ; that he had paid his rent r^;idarly up to arecent period, 
but to bia house he bad appended a shed which extended orer a 
part of an adjoining vacant lot belonging to the same landlord, 
for which be waa charged two and a half dollars a month, whidi 
« be refused to pay. l^e consequence waa, that bia landlord bad 
for a few months declined even bia five dollars monthly rent 
until tiie arrears amounted to about seventeen dollars, for whicb 
be was sued. I told him we would undertake his case, of which 
I took notes, and a fee of five dollars in advance, and in due or- 
der I placed the notes in the hands of McCook, and thought no 
more of it. 

A month or so after, our client rubhcd into the oihce and said 
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his case had been called at Judge Gardnei'B (I tlunk)^ and he 
wanted his lawyer right away. I sent him np to the Girenit 
Conrty Jndge Pettit'8,forl£cCook,bat he soon retnmed, saying 
he oonld not find McOook, and accordingly I hnrried with him 
up to Jndge Gaidner'a office, intending to ask a continnance^ 
bnt I found onr antagoniat there, with his lawyer and witneflses^ 
and Judge Gardner would not grant a continuance, so of 
necessity I had to act, hoping that at every minute McCook 
would come. But the trial proceeded regularly to its end; 
we were beaten, and judgment \vas entered against our client 
for the amount claimed, and costs. As soon as the matter was 
explained to McCook, he said "execution" could not be taken 
for ten days, and, as our client was poor, and had nothing od 
which the landlord could levy but his house, McCook advised 
him to get his neighbors together, to pick up the house, and 
carry it on to another vacant lot, belonging to a non-residenty 
00 that even tlie house could not be taken in execution. Thus 
the grasping landlord, though successful in his judgment^ failed 
in the execution, and our client was abundantly aatiafied. 

In due time I closed up my business at Leavenworth, and 
went to Lancaster, Ohio, where, in July, 1859, 1 received notice 
from Govemor Widd^e that I had been elected superin- 
tendent of the proposed college, and inviting me to come 
down* to Louisiana aa early as possible, because they were anx- 
ioua to put the college into operation by the Ist of January f ol* 
lowing. For this honorable position I waa indebted to Major D. 
0. Buell and General G. UfUBon Graham, to whom I hare made 
. full and due acknowledgment During the civil war, it was re- 
l>orted and charged that I owed my position to the personal 
friendship of Generals 13ragg and Beauregard, and that, in taking 
up arms against the South, I had been guilty of a breaeh of 
hospitality and friendship. I was not indebted to General 
Bragg, because he himself told nie that he was not even awiire 
that I was an applicant, and had favored the selection of Major 
Jenkins, anotlier West Point graduate. General Beaur^ard 
had nothing whatever to do with the matter. 
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LOUISIANA. 

1859-1861. 

In the autumn of 1850, having made arrangements for my 
familj to remaia in Lancaster, I proceeded, via Columbus, Cin- 
cinnati, and Louis\nlle, to Baton Kouge, Louisiana, where I 
reported for duty to Governor WicklLffe, who, by yirtue of 
his office, was the president of tho Board of Supervisors of 
the new institution over which I was called to preside. lie ex- 
plained to me the act of the Legislature under which the insti- 
tution was founded; told me that the building was situated near 
Alexandria, in the parish of Bapldes, and was substantially 
finished; that the future management would rest with a Board 
of Supenrieorsy mostly dtizens of Kapides Parish, where also 
resided the Govemor^ect, T. O. Moore^ who would soon suo> 
oeed him in his office as Qoremor and president m officio; and 
advised me to go at once to Alexandria, and put myself in 
communication with Hoore and the supervisors. Accordingly 
I took a boat at Baton Bouge, for the mouth of Bed Biyer. 
The river being low, and its navigaHon precarious, I there took 
the regular mail<eoach, as the more certain conveyance, and con- 
tinued on toward Alexandria. I found, as a fellow-passenger 
in the coach, J udge ITenry Boyce, of the United States District 
Court, with whom I liad ma<le acquaintance years before, at 
St. Louis, and. as wo nearcd Alexandria, he proposed that we 
should stop at Governor Moore's and spend the night. Moore's 
house and plantation were on Bayou liobert, about eight miles 
from Alexandria. We found him at home, with his wife and a 
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married daughter, and Bpcrit tlic night tliere. lie sent us for- 
ward to Alexandria the next morning, in his own carnage. On 
arriving at Alexandria, I put up at an inn, or boarding-house, 
and almost immediately thereafter went about ten miles fartlier 
up Bayou Rapides, to the plant;ition and house of General G. 
Mason Graliani, to whom I looked as the principal man with 
whom I had to deal. He was a high-toned gentleman, and his 
whole heart was in the enterprise. He at once put me at ease. 
Wo acted together most cordially from that time fortli, and 
it was at his house that all the details of tlie seminary were ar- 
ranged. "We first visited the college-biiilding together. It was 
located on an old country place of four hundred acres of pine- 
land, with nameroua spriiige^ and the building was veiy large 
and iiandaome. A carpenter, named James, resided th^e^ and 
liad the general charge of the property ; but, as there waa not a 
table, chair, black-board, or any thing on hand, necessary ior a 
beginning, I concluded to quarter myself in one of the rooms 
of the seminary, and board with an old black woman who 
cooked for James, so that I mig^t personally pnsh forward the 
necessary pieparationB. There was an old nil-fence about the 
place, and a laxge pile of boards in front I immediately en* 
gaged fonr carpenters, and set them at work to make out of 
these boards mesa^ables, benches, black-boards, etc I also 
opened a correspondence with the professora-elect, and with all 
parties of inflnence in the State, who were interested in onr 
work. At the meeting of the Board of Supernsors^ held at 
Alexandria, August 2, 1850, five professors had been elected: 
1. T. Sherman, Superintendent, and Professor of Engineer* 
ing, etc. ; 2. Anthony Vail as. Professor of Mathematics, Philos- 
opliy, etc. ; 3. Francis W. Smitli, Professor of Cheinistrv, etc. ; 
4. David F. Uoyd, Professor of Languages, Enirlislv and An- 
cient ; 5. E. Berti St. Ange, Professor of Prench and Modern 
Languages. 

These constituted the Academic Board, while the general 
supervision remained in the Board of Supervisors^ composed of 
tlie Governor of the State, the Superintendent of Public Edu- 
cation, and twelve members, nominated by the Governor, and 
10 
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Gonfinned by the Senate. The institution was bound to educate 
sixteen benefidaiy students, free of any charge for tuition. Theee 
had only to pay for their clothing and books, while all others 
had to pay their entire expenses, indnding tnition. 

Early in November, Frofs. Smith, Yallas, St Ange, and I, 
met a committee of the Board of Snpervisors, compoeed of T. C. 
Manning, G. Mason Graham, and W, Whittington, at General 
Graham's honse, and resolred to open the institution to pupils 
on the 1st day of January, 1860. We adopted a series ii by- 
laws for the government of the institution, which was sfyled 
the ^ Louisiana Seminary of Learning and Militaiy Academy." 
This title grew out of the original grant, by the Congress of the 
United States, of a certain towndiip of public land, to be sold 
by the State, and dedicated to the use of a *' seminary of 
learning." I do not suppose that Congi-css clcsi<xned thereby to 
fix the name or title; but the subject had i^o loni: been debated 
in Louisiana that the name, though awkward, had b(?eoiiie fa- 
miliar. We appended to it "Military Academy," as explanatory 
of its general design. 

On the 17th of Xoveiubur, 1S50, the Governor of the State, 
"Wickliile, i^8ued otlicially a general circular, prepared by us, 
givinir jnibhc notice that the " Seniinarv of Learning " would 
open on tlie 1st day of January, l^CiO; containing a description 
of the loeality, and the general regidations for the proposed insti- 
tution ; and authorizing parties to apply for further information 
to the " Superintendent," at Alexandria, Louisiana. 

The Legislature had appropriated for the sixteen benefidaries 
at the rate of two hundred and eighty-three dollars per annum, 
to which we added sixty dollars as tuition for pay cadets; and, 
though the price was low, we undertook to manage for the first 
year on that basis. 

Promptly to the day, we opened, with about sixty cadets 
present Major Smith was the commandant of cadets, and 
I the superintendent 1 had been to Kew Orleans, where 
I had bought a supply of mattresses, books, and every thing 
requisite^ and we sturted veiy much on the basis of West 
Point and of the Yiiginia Military Institute^ but without uni- 
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forms or mn-ilccts ; yet with roll-cnll!?. pections, and recitations, 
we kept as near the standard of "West Point as possible. I kept 
all the money accounts, and gave general directions to the stew- 
ard, profesflors, and cadets. The other professors had their reg- 
ular classes and recitations. AVe all lived in rooms in the 
college-building, except Yallas, who 1 1 1 n family, and rented a 
house near by. A Creole gentleman, B. Jarrean, Esq., had been 
elected steward, and he also had his family in a house not far 
off. The other professors had a mess in a room adjoining the 
mess-hall. A few more cadets joined in the course of the win- 
ter, so that we had in all, during the first term, seventj-thiee 
cadets, of whom fifty-nine passed the examination on t&e 
80th of July, 1860. During our first term many defects in the 
original act of the Legislature were demonstrated, and, by the 
advice of the Board of Supervisors, I went down to Baton liouge 
during the session of the Legislature, to advocate and urge the 
passage of a new bill, putting the institution on a better footing. 
Thoiiins O. Mooro was then Governor, Bragg was a member 
of the Board of Public Works, and Richard Taylor was a Sena- 
tor. I got well acquainted with all of these, and with some 
of the leading men of the State, and was always treated 
with the greatest courtesy and kindness. In conjunction with 
the proper committee of the Legislature, Vc prepared a new 
bill, which was passed and approved on the 7th of March, 1S60, 
by which we were to have a beneficiary cadet for each parish, in 
aU fifty-six, and fifteen thousand dollars annually for their 
maintenance; also twenty thousand dollars for the general use 
of the oolite. During that session we got an appropriation of 
fifteen thousand dollars for building two professors? houses, 
for the purchase of philosophical and diemical apparatus, and for 
the beginnmg of a college library. The seminary was made a 
State Arsenal, under the title of State Central Arsenal, and I 
was allowed five hundred dollars a year as its superintendent. 
These matters took mo several times to Baton Rouge that win- 
ter, and I recall an event of sonic interest, which must Iiavo 
happened in February. At that time my brother, John Sher- 
man, was a candidate, in the national House of Hepi-esentativee, 
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for Speaker, against Bocock, of Yirgluia. In tlie Soutli lie 
was regarded as an " abolitionist," the most horrible of all 
monsters; and many people of Louiisana looked at ine witli 
snspicion, as the brother of the abolitionist, John Sherman, and 
doubted the propriety of having me at the head of an important 
State iostitation. By this time I was pretty well acquainted 
with many of their prominent men, was geaerally esteemed 
by all in authority, and by the people of Rapides Parish es- 
pecially, who saw that I was devoted to my particular business, 
and that I gave no heed to the political excitement of the day. 
Bjit the members of the State Senate and House did not know 
mo flo well, and it was natural that they should be suspicious 
of a Northern man, and the brother of him who was the aboli- 
tion " candidate for Speaker of the House. 

One evening, at a large dinner-party at Gtovemor Moore's, 
at which were present several members of the Louisiana Leg* 
islature, Taylor, Bragg, and the Attorney-General Hyams, after 
the ladies had left the table, I noticed at Governor Moore's 
end quite a lively diecnssion going on, |n whidi my name 
vrtis frequently used; at length the Governor called to me, 
saving: " Colonel Sherman, you can readily understand that, 
with your brother the abolitionist candidate for Speaker. s< nne 
of our people wonder that you should be here at the head uf 
an important State institution. Kow, you are at my table, and 
I assure you of my confidence. Won't you speak your mind 
freely on this <]uestion of slayery, that so agitates the land i 
You arc under my roof, and, whatever you biiy, you have my 
protection." 

I answerfMl : "Governor Moore, you mistake in calling my 
brother, John Sherman, an abolitionist. AVe have been sepa- 
rated since childliood — I in the army, and he pursuing his pro- 
fession of law in Korthern Ohio ; and it is possible we may differ 
in general pentiment, but I deny that he is considered at home 
an abolitionist ; and, although he prefers the free institutions 
under which lie lives to those of slavery which prevail here, he 
would not of himself take from you by law or force any prop 
erty whatever^ even slaves.'^ 
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Then said Moore : " Give ns your own views of slavery as 
yon see it here and throughout the South." 

I answered in effect tli.d the people of Louisiana werel 
hardly responsible fur slavery, as they had inherited it ; that 1 1 
found two distinct conditions of slaverv, domestic and field hands. 
The domestic slaves, employed by the families, were probably 
better treated than anv slaves on earth : but the condition of the 
field-hands was diilerent, depending more on the temper and 
disposition of their masters and overseers than were those em- 
ployed about the house ; " and I went on to say that, " were I a 
citizen of Louisiana, and a member of the Legislature, I "would 
deem it wise to bring the legal condition of the slaves more near 
the status of human beings under all Christiau and civilized 
govomments. In the first place, I argued that^in sales of slaves 
made by the State, I would forbid the separation of iamilies, 
letting the father, mother, and children, be sold together to one 
person, instead of each to the highest bidder. And, again, I 
would advise the repeal of the statute which enacted a severe 
penalty for even the owner to teach bis slave to read and write, 
because that actually qualified property and took away a part of 
its value; illustrating the assertion by. the case of Heniy Samp- 
son, who bad been slave of Colonel Chambers, of Bapides 
Parish, who bad gone to Califomia as the servant of an officer 
of the army, and who was afterward employed by me in the 
bank at San Francisco. At first be could not write or read, and 
I coiild only afford to pay bim cue hundred dollars a month; 
but he was taught to read and write by Keilley, our bank-teller, 
when his services became worth two hundred and fifty dollars a 
month, which enabled him to buy his own freedom and that ofi 
his brother and his family." 

AVhat I said was listened to by aU with the most profound 
attention; and, when I was through, some one i^l think it was 
Mr. Uyams) stnick the table with his h.-t, making the glasses jin- 
gle, and said, " By God, lie is right ! " and at once he took up the 
debate, which went on, for an hour or more, on both sides with 
ability and fairness. Of course, I was glad to be thus relieved, 
because at the time all men in Louisiana were dieadfully ex 
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cited on questions alTectiiii; their slaves, mIio constituted the 
bulk of their wealth, and without whom they honestly believed 
that sugar, cotton, and rice, could not possibly be cultivated. 

On the 30th and 31st of July, ISOO, we had an exandnation 
at the seminary, winding up with a ball, and as much publicity 
as possible to attract general notice ; and immediately thereafter 
we all scattered — ^the cadets to their homes, and the professors 
wherever they pleased — all to im et again on the 1st day of the 
next November. Major Smith and I agreed to meet in Kew 
York on a certain day in August, to purchase books, models^ 
etc I went directly to my £imily in Luicaster, and after a few 
days proceeded to Washington, to endeavor to procure from tiie 
General Government the necessary muskets and equipments for 
our cadets hy tlie bctginnlng of the next term. I was in Wash- 
ington on the 17th day of August, and hunted up my friend 
Major Buell, of the Adjutant-General's Department, who was 
on dufy with the Secretary of War, Floyd. I had with me a 
letter of Governor Moore's, authorizing me to act in his name. 
Major Buell took me into Floyd's room at the War Department, 
to whom I explained my business, and I was agreeably surprised 
to meet with such easy success. Although the State of Louin- 
ana had already drawn her full quota of arms, Floyd promptly 
promised to order my requisition to be filled, and I procured the 
necessary blanks at the Ordnance-Uliice, lilled them with two 
hundred cadet muskets, and all equipments complete, and was 
assured that all these articles would be shipped to Louisiana in 
season for our use that fall. These assurances were faithlully 
carried out. 

I then went on to Xew York, tlierc met Major Smith accoi-d- 
ing to ap})ointment, and together we selected and purchased a 
good supply of nnifonns, clothing, and text-hooks, as well as a 
fair number of books of liistorj and iiction, to commence a 
library. 

When this business was completed, I returned to Lancaster, 
and remained with my family till the time approached for me to 
return to Louisiaoa. I again left my family at Lancaster, until 
assured of the completion of the two buildings designed for the 
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inanied professors for wLicli I liad contracted that spring with 
Mr. Mills, of Alexandria, and which were well under prouresd 
. when I left in August. One of tliese was deeigncd for nic and 
the other for Yallas. Mr. Ewing presented mo with a horse, 
which I took down the river with me, and en route I ordered 
from Griinsloy <k Co. a full equipment of saddle, bridle, etc., 
the toume that I used in the war, and which I lost with mj horse, 
shot under me at Sliiloh. 

[Reaching Alexandria early in October, I pushed forward the 
construction of the two buildings, some fences, gates, and all 
otlier work, with the object of a more perfect start at the open 
iog of the regular term November 1, 1860. 

About this time Dr. Powhatan Clark was elected Assistant 
Professor of ClicnciiBtry, etc., and acted as secretary of the Board 
of Supervisors, but no other chflnges were made in our small 
circle of professors. 

Kovember came, and with it nearly if not quite all our first 
set of cadets, and others, to the number of abont one hundred 
and thirty. We divided them into two companies, issaed arms 
and clothing, and began a regular system of drills and in- 
struction, as well as the regular recitations. I had moyed into 
my new house, but prudently had not sent for my family, nomi- 
nally on the gronnd of waiting mitil the season was further ad- 
vanced, but really because of the stonn that was lowering heavy 
on the political horizon. The presidential election was to occur 
in November, and the nominations had already been made in 
stormy debates by the usual conventions. Lincoln and Hamlin 
(to the South uttrrly unknown) were the nominees of the He- 
publican party, and for the first time both these candidates were 
from Xorthern States. The Democratic party divided — one set 
nominating a ticket at Charleston, and the other at Baltimore. 
]^reckenridge and Lane were the nominees of the Southern or 
Democratic party ; and r>ell and Everett, a kind of compromise, 
mostly in favor in Louisiana. Politie.il excitement was at its 
very height, and it was constantly asserted that Mr. Lincoln's 
election wouM imperil the Union. I pui^poscly kept aloof from 
politics, would take no part, and remember that on the day 
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of the elecdon in Koyember I was notified tbat it would be 
advisable for me to yote for Bell and ETerett, but I openly aaid 
I would not, and I did not. The election of Kr. linooln fell • 
npon us all like a dap of thnnder. People eaw and felt that 
the Sonth had threatened flo long that, if she quietly sabmitted, 
the question of alaverj in the Territories was at an end f oi^ 
ever. I mingled freely with the members of the Board of 
Supervisors, and with the people of liapidcs Parish firenerally, 
keeping aloof from all elitjues and parties, and I certainly 
hoped that the threatened storm would blow over, as had so 
often occurred before, after similar threats. At our seminary 
the order of exercises went along with the regularity of the 
seasons. Once a week, I had the older cadets to practise read- 
ing, reciting, and elocution, and noticed that tlieir selections 
were from Calhuini, Yancey, and other Southern fcpejikei*s, all 
treating of the defense of their slaves and their home insti- 
tutions as the very highest duty of the patriot. Among hoys 
this was to be expected; and among the meoil>ers of our 
board, though most of them declaimed against politicians gen- 
erally, and especially abolitiomsts, as^pests, )et there was 
a growing feeling that danger was in the wind. I recall the 
visit of a young gentleman wlio had been sent from Jack- 
son, by the Governor of Mississippi, to confer with Governor 
Hoore, then on his plantation at Bayou Hobert, and who had 
come over to see onr college. He spoke to me openly of seoes- 
filon as a fixed fact, and that its details were only left open for 
disensdon. I also recall the yUit of some man who was said to 
be a high officer in the order of *^ Knights of the Golden Cir- 
de," of the existence of which order I was even ignorant, until 
explained to me by Major Smith and Dr. Clark. But in Ko* 
Tember, 1860, no man ever approached me offensiTely, to as- 
oertain my views^ or my proposed oonrse of action in case of se- 
cession, and no man in or ont of authority ever tried to indace 
me to take part in steps designed to lead toward dismiion. I 
think my general opinions were well known and understood, 
viz., that "secession was treason, was wa/^ ; " and that in no event 
could the Xorlii and West permit the Mississippi River to pass 
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out of their control. Eut eomc men at the South actually sup- 
posed at the time that the Xorthwcstera States, in case of a 
disruption of the General Goveroment, ^vould be dra^vn in self- 
interest to an alliance with the South. "What I now write I 
do not offer as any thing like a liistory of the important events 
of that time, but rather as my memory of them, the effect they 
had on me personally, and to what extent they induenced my 
personal conduct. 

South Carolina seceded December 20, 18G0, and Mississippi 
soon after. Emissaries came to Louisiana to influence the Gov- 
ernor, Legislature, and people, and it was the common assertion 
that, if all the Cott<5n States would follow the lead of South Caro- 
lina, it would diminish the chances of civil war, becaasc a bold 
and detennined front would doter the General Government from 
any mcasufes of coercion. About this time also, "viz., early in 
December, we received Mr. Buchanan's annual messac^e to Con- 
greas, in which he publicly announced that the General Govern- 
meat had no oonatitutional power to coerce a State.'' I con- 
fesa ihia ataggered me, and I feared that the prophedea and 
aaaertionB of Alison and other European oommentators on our 
form of government were ri^t, and that our Conatitution was 
a mere rope of sand, that would hieak with the first pressure. 

The Legidatnre of Louisiana met on the 10th of Decem- 
ber, and passed an act calling a oonvefntion of delegates from 
the people, to meet at Baton Kouge, on the 8th of January, 
to take into oonsideration the state of the Union; and, al- 
although it was universally admitted that a large majority of 
tlie voters of the State were opposed to secession, disunion, and 
all the steps of the South Carolinians, yet we saw that they 
were powerless, and that the politicians would sweep them along 
rapidly to the end, prearranged by their leaders in Washington. 
Ijefore the ordinance of secession was passed, or the convention 
had assembled, on the faith of a telegraphic dispatch sent by 
the two Senators, I'cn jamin and Slidell, from their seats in the 
United States Senate at "Washington, Governor ^^Foore ordered 
the seizure of all the United States forts at the mouth of the 
Mississippi and Lake Pontchartraiu, and of the United States 
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arsenal at Baton Bouge. The forts had no garrisons, but the 

arsenal was held by a small company of artillery, oomnumded 

by Major naskins, a most worthy and excellent officer, who had 
lost an arm in Mexico. I remember -well tlint I was stroni'ly 
and bitterly impressed by the seizure of the arsenal, which 
occurred on January 10, 1861. 

When I went first to I^aton Kouixe, in 1850, en rouis to 
Alexandria, I found Captain Kickett's company of artillery 
stationed in the arsenal, but soon after there was somewhat of a 
clamor on the Texas frontier about I'rownsville, which induced 
the "War Department to order llickctt's company to that frontier. 
I remember that Governor Moore remonstrated with the Secre- 
tary of War because so much dangerous property, composed of 
muskets, powder, etc., had been left by tiie United States un- 
guarded, in a parish where the slayo population was as five op 
six to one of whites; and it was on his ofHcial demand that the 
Ignited States Government ordered Haskins's company to replace 
Bickett's. Tliis company did not number forty men. In the 
night *of January 9th, about five hundred New Orleans militia, 
under command of a Oolond Wheat, went up from Kew Orleans 
by boat, landed, surrounded the arsenal, and demanded its 
surrender. Haskins was of course unprepared for such a step, 
yet he at first resolved to defend the post as he best could with 
his small force. But Bragg, who was an old army acquaintance 
of his, had a parley with him, exhibited to him the vastly 
superior force of his assailants, embracing two field-batteries, 
and offered to procure for him honorable terms, to march out 
with drums and colors, and to take unmolested passage in a 
boat up to St. Louis; allef,nn<j:, further, that the old Union 
was at an end, and that a just settlement would be made be- 
tween the two new fragments for all the pro])erty stored in the 
arsenal. Of course it was Haskins's duty to have defended his 
post to the death ; but up to tliat time the national authorities 
in "Washington had shown such pusillanimity, that the officers 
of the army knew not what to do. The n snlt, anyhow, was 
that ITaskins surrendered his post, and at once embarked for 
St. Louis. The arms and munitions stored iu the ai'senal were 
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scattered — some to Mississippi, Fome to New Orleans, some to 
SLreveport ; and to nie, at the Central Arsenal, were consigned 
two thousand muskets, three hundred Jiiger ritles, and a laige 
amount of cartridges and ammunition. The invoices were signed 
by the former ordnance-sergeant, Olodowski, as a captain of 
ordnance, and I think he continued such on General Bra^s 
stalS through the whole of the subsequent dyil war. These 
arms, etc, came up to me at Alexandria, with orders from Gov- 
ernor Hoore to receipt for and account for them. Thus I was 
made the receiver of stolen goods, and these goods the property , 
of the United States This grated hard on mj feelings as an 
ex-^rmy-oilicer, and on counting the arms I noticed that they 
were packed in the old familiar boxes, with the " U. S." simply 
scratched off. General G. Mason Graham Lad resigned as tlie 
cLainuan of the Executive Committee, and Dr. S. A. Smith, of 
Alexandria, then a member of the State Senate, had succeeded 
him as chah'man, and acted as head of the ]Joard of Super- 
visors. At the time I was in most intimate correspondence with 
all of these parties, nud our letters must have been full of poli 
tics, but I have ouly retained copies of a few of the letters, 
which I will embody in this connection, as they will show, bet- 
ter than by any thing I can now recall, the feelings of parties at 
that critical period. The seizure of the arsenal at Baton Bouge 
occurred January 10, 1S61, and tl;r> accession ordinance was not 
passed until about the 25th or 26th of the same month. At all 
events, after the seumre of the arsenal, and before the passage 
of the ordinance of secession, tIz., on the 18th of January, I 
wrote as follows: 

LomiAKA St&ts BuniAST ov LiAiixryo axd ) 
UiUTAST AoADUcr, Jmvarjf 18, 1861. } 

Gcvemor Taomab 0. Hoobb, Baton Bougt^ LouUiam, 

Sir : Ab I ooeniiy a ^ttati>militar7' position under the laws of tfa« State, I 
deem it proper to acquaint you that I accepted such position when Lmiiri.* . 
ana was a State in tbeUoton, and wLen tho motto of tlii? seminary' was 
inserted in marble over tlie main door: '* liy tho liberality of the General 
Government of tho United States. Tho Union— f^fo perpctua.^ 

Recent events foreshadow a great chance, and it becomes all men to 
choose. If Louisiana withdraw from the Federal Union, I prefer to main- 
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tain mj aU^giaiioe to the Constitatlon asloog as a fragmoit of it turvlvM; 
. andmjkiigwitir bore wolddbowronginercrjieoaeoftlieword. 

In that oTent, I beg yon will send or appcrfnt aome Aatfaorind agent to 
take charge of tho arms and monitions of war bdonging to the StetOi or 

adriso me wliat disposition to niako of them. 

And furthermore, as president of the Board of Supervisors, I beg you to 
take immediate steps to relievo mo as" superintendent, the moment the 
Stato determines to secede, for on no earthly account will I do any act or 
think any tboogbt hostile to or in defiance of the old Government of the 
United States. 

With great reapeet, jow obedient servant, 

W. T, SBBiouir, SupeHnUndmL 



CPamTa.] 

Jluumv 18, IML 

To Governor ^Ioouk. 

My DF.An Sn:: I tako it for fxranted that you havo been expectinq' for 
some days tho accompanying pnjM r from me (the above official letter;. I 
Lave repeatedly and again made know n to General Graham and Dr. Smith 
that, in tlie OTent of n aaTeranee ol the rdnttona liitherto existing between 
the Oonfedemted States of this Union, I wonld be foreed to choose the old 
Union. It is bardj possible all the States may secede, Sonth and North, 
that new r tn^liinations may result, bnt thia process will be one of time and 
nncertainty, and I cannot with mj opinions await the snbseqnent develop* 
mei't. 

1 hiivo never been a politician, and therefore undervalue the excited 
feelings and opinions of present rulers, but I do think, if this people cimnot 
ezeonte aform of gOTemment like the present, that a worse one will result. 

I will keep the cadets as qniet as possible. Thej are nenrons, bnt I 
think the interest of the State requires them here, gnarding this property, 
and acqniring a knowledge which will be nsefd to y<m State in after- 
times. 

When 1 leave, whicli I now regard as certain, tlie present professors can 
manage well enon;^h, to alTord you leisure time to find a suitable successor 
to mo. You might or-kr Mjyor Smith to receipt for tho artns, and to 
exercise milltarj command, while the academic exercises could go on under 
. the board. In time, some gentleman will torn op^ better qualified than I am, 
to carry on the seminary to ita nltimate point of snooess. I entertain the 
kindest feelings toward aU, and woold leave the State with much regret; 
only in great events we must choose^ one way or the other. 

Tmly, your friend, 
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January 19, 1861 — Saturday. 
Dr. S. A. Smith, President Board of SupertmrSy Baton Bouge^ Louisiana, 

Deak Sir: I have just finished my quarterly reports to the parents of 
all the cadets hero, or who have been here. All my books of account are 
written up to date. All bills for the houses, fences, etc., are settled, and 
notiiiug now remains but the daily routine of rucitatiuus and drills. I have 
written officially and tinoffioially to OoT«nior Moore, tbafc with my opinions 
of the olaimod ri(^t of soceeasioD, of the aeimre of publio forta^ anenala, 
etc, and the ignomiidoiis oaptore of a United States garrison, stationed 
in yonr midst, as a guard to the arsenal and for the proteotion of your 
own people, it would he highly improper for me longer to remain. No 
gre;it inconvenience can result to the seminary. I will bo the chief loser. 
1 came down two months before my ])ay commenced. I made sacrifices in 
Kansas to enable me thus to obey the call of Governor Wicklitle, and you 
know that last winter I declined a most advantageous offer of employment 
abroad; and thus far I have received nothing as superintendent of tiio 
arsenal, though I went to Washington and Kew Tork (at my own ex- 
pense) on the foith of tlie five hnndred doOsrs sslaiy promised. 

These are all small matters in comparison widi those involred in tiie 
present state of the country, which will cause sacrifices by millions, instead 
of bj hmidreds. The more I think of it, the more I think I should be away, 
the sooner the better ; and therefore I hope you will join with Governor 
Moore in authorizing me to turn over to Major Smith the military command 
here, and to the academic board the control of the daily exercises and 
recitations. 

There will be no necessity of- your coming up. You can let M^jor 
SmiUi reedve the few hundreds of eash I have on hsnd, and I ean meet 
yon on a day oertain in New Orleans, when we oan settle the bank acooont. 
Before I leave, I ean pay the steward Jsrrean his aoooont for the month, 

and tliere would be no necessity for other payments till abont the dose fMT 
March, by which time the board can meet, andeleet a treasnrer and snperin- 

tendent also. 

At present I have no class, and there will bo none roudy till about tho 
month of May, when there will be a cla.«s in " siirvc vinu'." Even if you do 
not elect a superintendent in the mean time, Mi\jor iSmith could easily teach 
this class, as he is TSry familiar with the sabject-matter. Indeed, I think 
yon wHl do well to leave the salsJeet of a new snperintendent nntil one per- 
feetly satisfoetory tarns np. 

There is only one favor I would ask. Xlie seminary has plenty of money 
in bank. The Legislature will surely appropriate for my salary as superin- 
tendent of tliis arsenal. Would you not let me make my drafts on tho 
State Treasury, send them to you, let theTrensnrer note them for payment 
when the appropriation is made, and then pay them out of the seminary 
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fund? The drafts will be paid in March, and the seminary will lose 
nothinp. This would be just to mc ; for I actually spent two hundred dol- 
lars and jiioro in jroing lo Washin^'ton and New York, thereby securing 
from the United States, in advance, three thousand dollars' worth of the 
verj best arms ; and clothing and books, at a clear profit to the seminary 
of over dght bnodred doUan. I may l>e tome tim« in finding new employ- 
mentk and will itand In need of this money (fire hondred dollars) ; otlier- 
wise I woold abandon it 

I will not ask yon to pot the Board of Snperrisots to tbe tronblo of 
meeting, nnless you can get a quorum at Baton Rouge. 

With great respect, your Mend, 

By course of mail, I received the following answer from 
Governor Moore, the original of which I still poseess. It is all 
in G^eial Bragg's handwriting, with which I am familiar : 

ExEcmvB OrricB, } 
Baton Eouoe, Louisiana, January 88, 1861. ) 

peab Sir: It is with tho deepest regret I acknovrlcdgo receipt of 
your communication of the ISth inst. In tho pressure ol'oflicial businosf, ' 
I can now only request you to transfer to Prof. Smith the arms, muni- 
tions, and funds in your hands, whenever yon conclude to withdraw from 
tbe position yon have filled with ao much distinction. Ton oannot regret 
more than I do the neoenity which depriTea na of yonr serrlcea, and yon 
will bear with you the reapect, ooofidenee, and admiration, of all who bare 
been asaociated with yon. Very tmly, yonr friend, 

Thomas 0. Moore. 
Colonel W. T. SiiEEMAN, Superintendent Military Academy^ Alexandria, 

I must liave received several letters from Bragg, alnnit this 
time, whicli have not been preserved ; for I find that, on th© 
let of February, 1S61, 1 wrote him thus : 

Alexa>dbia, LocisiAKA, i'tkruaty 1, 18(H. ) 
Colonel iinAXTox Btiaoo, Baton Jiouge, Louisiana. 

I)r. \R Sir: Yours of January 23d and 27th are rcoeivKl. I thank yon 
mo^t kindly, and Governor Moore through you, for the kind manner in 
which you have met my wishes. 

Now that I cannot be compromised by political events, I will ao abape 
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mj eonno •■ best to serve tbe liutUiitioa, which has a strong hold on mj 
affections and respect. 

The Board of Saperv isors will be oalled for the 9th instant, and I will co- 
operate with them in their moasares to place iiiatterd here on a safe and 
secnre basis. I expect to ho liere two weeks, aud will make you full re- 
turns of money anl {iroperty belon;,nng to the State Central x\rscnal. All 
the arms jiiul amniuuiLion are safely stored here. Then I will write you 
more at length. With sincere respect, your friend, 

W. T. SanicAir. 

Major Smith's rec^pt to me, for the arms and property be- 
longing both to the seminary and to the arsenal, is dated Febru 
ary 19, 1861. I Bubjoin also, in this oonnectioni oopies of one or 
two papers that may proye of interest : 

Burnt Booea, January 23, isau 
7b Mi^&r Sbboiax, SuptfinUndm% AUgmndrUL 

Ht drab Sib: Your letter was daly received, and woold have beea 
answered ere this time conld I have arranged sooner the matter of the 
fire hundred dollars. I shall go from here to New Orleans to-day or to- 
morrow» and will remain there till Saturday after next, perhaps. I shall 

• expect to moot you there, as indicated in your note to me. 

I need not tell you that it i"? with no ordinary re^rret that I view roar 
determination to leave us, for really I believe that tlie success of our insti- 
tutii^n, now nliuost assured, is jeopardized thereby. I am sure that wo will 
never have a superintendent with w^hom I hball have more pleasant rela- 
tions than those which have existed between yourself and me. 

I folly appreciate the motives which have indoced 70a to give np a 
podtion presenting so many advantagea to yoiirself| and rinoerely hope tiiat 
yon may, in any future enterprise, tis^cj the anccess which yonr character 
and ability merit and deserve. 

Should you come down on the Rapides f steamer), please look after my 
wife, who will, I hope, accompany you on said boat, or some other good one. 

Oolonel Bragg informs me that the necessary orders have been given for 
tiie transfer uid receipt by M^jor Smith of the public property. 

I herewith transmit a request to the secretary to convene the Board of 
Snpervisors, that they may act aa aeems beat to them in the premises. 

In the mean time, M^or Smith will command by seniority the cadets, 
and the Academic Board will be able to conduct the scientific exercises of 
the in-^titution until ttic Board of Snporvisora can have time toaot* Hoping 
to meet you soon at the St. Charles, I am, 

Most truly, your friend and servant, S. A. Sxnm. 

P. S. — Governor Moore desires me to express his profound regret that 
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the State is about to lose one who wo all fondly hoped had cast his desti- 
nies for weal or for woe among us ; and that he is sensible that we lose 
thereby an officer whom it will be ^fflcnlti if not impossible, to replaoe^ 

8* A* 6» 

Bjoom BoTOi, JSAnMry 11, 1661. 

To MdQin' SnEBMAX, Alexandria. 

Deab Sib : I have been in New Orleans for ten dajs, and on retarning 
hero find two letters from you, also yotir prompt answer to the resolution 
of the Ilouse of Koprcsentatives, for wliioii 1 am much obliged. 

The resolution passed, the last day before adjournment. 1 was purposing 
to respond, when your welcome reports come to hand. I have arranged to 
pay you yoor five hnndred doUari. 

I will aaj nothing of general polities, ezoept to give mj opinion that 
there is not to be any war. 

In that event, would it not be possible for you to become ft citizen of 
our State? Everyone deplores your determination to leave u<». At the 
same time, yo!ir friends feel that you are abandoning a position that might 
becorao nii ol ji. ct of desire to any one. 

I wiii try to meet you in iCow Oricans at any time you may indicate ; 
bnt it would be l»eat for yon to stop liere^ when, if posrible^ I will accom- 
pany you. Should yon do so, yon will find me just al>ore the State-Honse, 
and fiidng it 

Bring with yon a few copies of the ** Boles of the Seminary." 

Yonrs tmly, 8. A. Snim 

LonSIAXA StaTK SKMrWAKT or LEARXTNfl ANT) ) 

MxuTABr AojLDKMT, i^tbruorjf 14, Ibiil. i 

Cohnel W. T. Shbbvav. 

Sm : I am inatmcted by the Boaid of Supenriaors of this institution to 
present a copy of the resolnticna adopted by them at their last meeting : 

**Ee$9lMd, That the thanks of the Board of Supervisors are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to Colonel William T. Sherman for the able and efficient 

manner in whic li he has conducted the affairs of the soroinary during the 
time the institution has been under his control — a period attended with 
unusual difficulties, requiring on the part of the superintendent to success- 
fully overcome them a high order of administrative talent. And the board 
further bear willing testimony to the valuable services that Colonel Sher- 
man has rendered them in their efforts to establish an inatitntion of learn- 
ing in aoc(ffdance with the beneficent design of the State and Federal Got* 
ernments ; eyinoii^ at all times a readiness to adapt himself to the ever* 
varying requirements of an institution of leamhag in its infancy, struggling 
to attain a position of honor and usefiilnesa. 
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" I^aohed, further, That, in accepting the resignation of Colonel Sher- 
man as SupcrlntcDdont of the State Seminary of Learning and Military 
Academy, we tender to him aflsnranoes of oar high personal regard, and 
our iinoero r«grot at th« oconnenee of oaiues tlitt rondar It neceflsary to 
part with to eateemad and valvod a fiiend, aa well as oo-laboror in tho 
oaoae of odueation.** 

PowHATAv Clabes, Swreto/ry to the Boari» 

A copy of tlic resolution of the Academic Board, passed at 
their session of April 1, 1861 : 

^^Jimhedf Tbat in the reaignation of the late aoperintendenti Oolonal 
yf, T. Sherman, the Aeademio Boaxd deem it not im^per to ezpreaa their 

deep conviction of the loss the inatitntion has aoatained in being thus de- 
prived of an able head. They cannot fail to appreciate the manliness of 
character which has always marked the actions of Colonel Sherman. "While 
he is personally endeared to many of them as a friend, they consider it their 
high pleasure to tender to him in this resolation their regret on his separa- 
tion, and their sincere wish for his future welfare*" 

I hsLYB given the above at flome length, because, during the 
civil war, it was in Sottlihem dides aaeerted that I was giulty 
of a breach of hospitalitj in taking up arms against the South. 
They were manifestly the aggressors, and we could only defend 
our own by assailing them. Yet, without any knowledge of 
what tlie future had in store for me, I tuuk unusual precautions 
that tlie institution should uot be damaged by my withdrawal. 
About the tlvili of February, having turned over all property, 
records, and luuuey, on band, to Major Smith, and taking with 
me the necessary documents to make the final settlement with 
Dr. S. A. Smith, at the bank in New Orleans, where the funds 
of the institution were deposited to my credit, I took passage 
from Alexandria for that city, and arrived there, I tln'iik, on the 
23d. Dr. Smith met me, and we went to the bank, wliere I 
tunied over to him tlie balnnco, got liim to audit all n»y ac- 
counts, certify that tliey were correct and just, and that there re- 
mained not one cent of balance in my hands. I charged in my 
account current for my salary np to the end of February, at the 
rate of four thousand dollars a year, and for the five hundred 
dollars doe me as superintendent of the Central Arsenal, all of 
11 
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wLicbwasdue and liad been fairljeazned, and tiien I stood free 
and discharged of any and evaiy oUigation, bmorary or bn8i« 
ness, that was dne by me to the State of IiOQiaian% or to any 

corporation or individual in that State. 

Tliis Inisiness occupied two or three days, during which I 
staid at llie St. Louis irotel. I usually sat at table with Colo- 
nel and Mrs. Bragg, and an officer who wore the uniform of 
the State of Louisiana, and was addressed as captain. Bragg 
wore a colonel's uniform, and explained to me that he was a 
colonel in the State service, a colonel of artillery, and that some 
companies of his regiment garrisoned i'orts Jackson and St. 
Philip, and the arsenal at Baton Bouge. 

Beauregard at the time had two sons at the Seminary of 
Learning. I had given them some of my personal care at the 
father's request, and, wanting to tell him of their condition and 
progress, 1 went to his usual office in the Custom-Kouse Build- 
■ ing, and found him in the act of starting for Montgomery, Ala- 
bama. Bragg said afterward that Beanregard had been sent for 
by Jefferson Davk, and that it was rumored that he Iiad been 
made a brigadier-general, of which fact he seemed jealona, be- 
cause in the old army Bragg was the senior. 

Davis and Stephens had been inangaratod President and 
Vice-President of the Confederate Stetes of America^ February 
18, 1860, at Ji£ontgomery, and those States only embraoed the 
seven cotton States. I recall a conyersation at the tea-teble, one 
OTening^ at the Lonis Hotel "When Brsgg was spealdng 
of Beauregard's promotion, Mrs. Bragg, turning to me^ said, 
^ Yon know that my hnsbiind is not a favorite with the new 
President.*' My mind was resting on Mr. linooln as the new 
Ptesident, and I said I did not know that Bragg had ever met 
Mr. linooln, when Mrs. Bragg said, quite pointedly, "I didn't 
mean your President, but our Preddent" I knew that Bragg 
hated DaTis bitterly, and that he had resigned from the army 
in 1855, or 1856, because Davis, as Secretary of War, liad or- 
dered him, with his battery, from JLHorson I3arracks, Missouri, 
to Fort Smith or Fort Wa-^liita, in the Indian country, as Bragg 
expressed it, "to chase Indians with six-pounders." 
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I visited tlie (juartcnuastcr, Colonel A. C. Mjers, who liad 
resigned from the army, January 2S, 1861, and had accepted 
service under the new regime. Ilis office was in the samo 
old room in the Lafayette Square building, which he had in 
1853, when I was there a commissarr, with the same pictures 
on the wail, and the letters " U. S." on' every thing, including 
his desk, papers, etc. I asked him if he did not feel funny. 
" Ko^ not at alL The thing was inevitable^ secession was a com- 
plete saooess; there wonld be no war, hat the two Governments 
would settle all matters of hnsiness in a friendly qpirit, and eadi 
wonld go on in its allotted ejkhere, without farther oonf oslon.'^ 
Aboat this date, Pebniai7l6th9 General Twiggs, llyera^s father- 
ui-law, had sarrendered his entire command, in the Department 
of Texas, to some State troops, wi& all the Government prop- 
erty, fhor oonsommating the first serioos step in the drama of 
the conspiracy, which was to form a confederacy of the cotton 
States, before working upon the other slave or border States, 
and bt'fure the iili of March, the day for the inaugm-atiou of 
President Lincoln. 

I walked the streets of Kew OrWau^, and found business 
going along as usual. Ships were stning for miles along the 
lower levee, and steamboats above, all discharging or receiving 
cargo. The Pelican flag of Louisiana was Hying over the Custom- 
IIou>e, Mint, City Ilall, and everywhere. At the levee ships 
carried every flag on earth except that of the United States, and 
I was told that during a procession on the 22d of February, cele- 
brating their emancipation from the despotism of the United 
States Goveminent, only one national flag was shown from a 
hoose, and that the hoose of Cuthbert Bullitt, on Lafayette 
Square. lie was commanded to take it down, bat he refasedi 
and defended it with his pistol. 

The only officer of the army that I can recall, as being there 
at Hie time, who was f aithfol, was Colonel 0. L. Xilbnm, of 
the Commissaiy Department, and he was preparing to escape 
Norfh. 

Everybody regarded the change of €h>veinmeat as final; 
that Lonimana, by a mere dedarationi was a firee and mdepcn- 
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dent State, and could enter into anj new alliance or combination 
she chose. 

Men were being enlisted and armed, to defend the State, and 
tliere was not the least evidence that the national Administration 
designed to make any effort, by force, to Tindicate the national 
authority. I therefore bade adieu to all my friends, and about 
the 25th of February took mj departure hj railroad^ for Lan- 
caster, via Cairo and Cincinnati. 

Before leaying this subject, I will simplj record the fate of 
some of my assoeiatefl. The seminary was dispersed by the ^w, 
and all the professors and cadets took service in the Confederacy, 
except Yallas, St. Ange, and Cadet Taliaferro. The latter joined 
a Union regiment, as a lientenanty after New Orleans was r»* 
taken b j the United States flM^ under Farragat I think that 
both Yallas and St. Ange have died' in poverty since the war. 
Major Smith joined the nbel army in Yiiginia^ and was killed 
in April, 1865, as he was withdrawing his garrison, by night, 
from the batteries at Drury's Blnff, at the time Oenersl Lee 
began hid final retreat from Eichmond. Boyd became a captain 
of engineers on the staff of G^eral Biehard Taylor, was captured, 
and was in jail at Katchez, IdQssissippi, when I was on my Ife- 
lidian expedition. He succeeded in getting a letter to me on 
my arrival at Vicksburg, and, on my way down to New Orleans, 
I stopped at Natchez, took him alonf]^, and enabled him to cU'eut 
an exchange through General Banks. As soon as the war was 
over, he returned to Alexandria, and reorganized the old insti- 
tution, where T visited hira in 1SG7; but, the next winter, tho 
building took fire and burned to the ground. The students, 
libraiy, apparatus, etc., were transferred to Baton Iwougo, where 
the same institution now is, under the title of the Louisiana 
University. I have been able to do them many acts of kind- 
ness, and am still in correspondence with Colonel Boyd, its 
president. 

General G. Mason Graham is stiU living on his plantation, 
on Bayou Eapides, old and much respected. 

Dr. S. A. Smith became a surgeon in the rebel army, and at 
the close of the war was medical director of the trans-Missis- 
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Bippi Department, with General Kirbj Smith. I liavc seen him 
since the war, at Xew Orleans, where he died about a year ago. 

Dr. Clark was in 'W^asliiiii;ton recently, applying for a place 
as United States consul abroad. I assisted hinii but with no 
saccess, and he is now at Baltimore, Maryland. 

After the battle of Shiloh, I loiind among the prisoners 

Cadet f fitted him out with some clean clothing, of which 

he was in need, and from him learned that Cadet Workman 
was killed in that battle. 

Governor Moore's plantation was devastated by General 
Banka'a troops. After the war lie appealed to me^ and throng 
tiie Attomey-Generaly Henry Stanberyi I aided in having his 
land restored to him, and I think he is now Hying there. 

Bragg, Beanregard, and Taylor, enacted high parts in the 
sncoeeding war, and now redde in Loiudana or Texas- 
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MISSOUBI. 
AFBIL AXD MAT, 1861. 

DuRiNO tlie time of these events in Louisiana, I was iii con 
stant correspondence with my brother, John Sherman, at "Wash 
ington ; Mr. Ewing, at Lancaster, Ohio ; and Major IL S. Turner, 
at St. Louis. I had managed to maintain my family comfortably 
at Lancaster, but was extremely anxious about the future. It 
looked like the end of my career, for I did not suppose that 
" civil war " could give me an employment that would provide 
for the family. I thought, and may have said, that the national 
crisis had been brought about by the politicians, and, as it 
was upon us, they " might fight it out." Therefore, when I 
turned North from New Orleans, I felt more disposed to look to 
St. Louis for a home, and to Major Turner to find me employ- 
ment, than to the public service. 

I left New Orleans about the 1st of March, ISCl, by rail to 
Jackson and Clinton, Mississippi, Jackson, Tennessee, and 
Columbus, Kentucky, where we took a boat to Cairo, and thence, 
by rail, to Cincinnati and Lancaster. All the way, I heard, in 
the cars and boats, warm discussions about politics ; to the effect 
tliat, if Mr. Lincoln should attempt coercion of the seceded 
States, the other slave or border States would make common 
cause, when, it was believed, it would be madness to attempt 
to reduce them to subjection. In the South, the people were 
earnest, fierce and angry, and were evidently organizing for 
action ; whereas, in Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, I saw not the 
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least sign of preparation. It certainly lodced to me as though 
the people of the North wonld tamelj submit to a disruption of^ 
the Union, and the orators of the Sonth nsed, openly and con- 
stantly, the expressions that there would be no war, and that a 
lady's thimble would hold all the blood to be shed. On reaching 
Lancaster, I found letters from my brother John,inyiting me to 
come to Washington, as he wanted to see me ; and from Major 
Turner, at St. Louis, that he was trying to secure for mo the 
office of president of the Fifth Street Kailroad, with a salary 
of twenty-live hundred dollars; that Mr. Lucas and D. A. 
Januriry held a controlling interest of stock, would vote for 
me, and the election would occur in March. Tliis suited me 
exactly, and I answered Turner that I would accept, with thanks. 
But I also thought it right and proper that I should lirst go to 
Washington, to talk with my brother, Senator Sherman* 

Mr. Linoolabad just been installed, and the newspapers were 
filled with rumors of every kind indicative of war ; the chief act 
of interest was that Major Bobert Anderson had taken by night 
into Fort Snmter all the troops garrisoning Charleston Harbor, 
and that he was determined to defend it against the demands of 
the State of South Carolina and of the Confederate States. I 
mnst liaye veaehed Washington about the l(Hih of Maidu I f omid 
my brother there, just appointed Senator, in place of ICr. Chase, 
who was in the cabin^ and I have no donbt my opinions, 
thonghts, and feelings, wrongbt np by the events in Louisiana, 
seemed to him gloomy and extravagant. Abont Washington I 
saw but few signs of preparation, thongh the Sonthem Senators 
and BepresentatiTeB were daily sounding their Uireats on the floors 
of Congress, and were pnblicly withdrawing to join the Confed- 
erate Congress at Montgomery. Even in ^e War Department 
and abont the public offices there was open, unconcealed talk, 
amounting to high-treason. 

One day, John Sherman took me with liim to see ^Ir. Lincoln. 
He walked into the room where the secretary to the President 
now sits, we found the room full of people, and Mr. Lincoln 
sat at the end of the table, talking with three or four gentle- 
men, who soon left. John walked up, shook hands, and took a 
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chair near binii holding in his hand some papers referring to 
minor appointments in the State of Ohio^ which formed the 
snbjeet of oonvemtion. linooki took the. papers^ said he 
would refer them to the proper heads of departments, and 
wonld be glad to make tJie appointments asked for, if not 
already piomieed. John then tnmed to me, and said, ''Mr, 
President, this is my brother, Ck>lonel Sherman, who is just np 
from Lonisiana, he may give yon some information jon wanf 
'' Ah t" said Mr. linooln, ''how are the^y getting along down 
there f I sdd, " They think they are getting along swimming- 
ly — they are preparing for war." Oh, well I " said he, " I 
guess we'll manage to keep house." I was silenced, said no more 
to him, and we soon left. I was sadly disappointed, uud remem- 
ber that I hrokc out ou Juliii, d — ning the politicians generally^ 
saying, " You have got things in a hell of a fix, and you may get 
them out as you best can," adding that the country was sleeping 
on a volcano that might bur&t forth at any minute, but that I was 
going to St. Louis to take care of my family, and would have 
no more to do with it. John begged me to bo more patient, 
but I said I would not; that I had no time to wait, that I 
was off for St. Louis; and off I went. At Lancaster I found 
letters from ^Major Turner, iu\iting me to St. Louis, as the 
place in the Fifth Street Railroad was a sure thing, and that 
Mr. Locas would rent me a good house on Locust Street, suitable 
for my family, for six hundred dollars a year. 

Mrs. Sherman and I gathered our family and effects together, 
started for St. Louis March 27th, where we rented of Mr. 
Lucas the house on Locust Street, between Tenth and Eleventh, 
and occupied it on the Ist of April. Charles Ewing and John 
Hunter had formed a law^partnership in St. Louis, and agreed 
to board with us, taking rooms on the third floor In the ktter 
part of March, I was duly elected president of the Fifth Street 
Bailroad, and ottered on the dischaige of my duties April 1, 
1861. We had a central office on the comer of Eiftih and Lo- 
cnsty.and also another up at the stables i^ Bremen. The road 
was well stocked and in full operation, and all I had to do was 
to watch the economical administration of existing affairs, which 
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I endeaYored to do .with fidelity and zeal* But the whole tai 
was full of wars and mmon of wan. The straggle was going 
oa politieaUj for the border States. Even in MisBouri, which 
was a slave State, it was manifest that the Governor of the State, 
Claiborne Jackson, and all the leading politicians, were for the 
South in case of a war. The lioiise ou the northwest corner of 
Fifth and Pine was the rebel headquarters, where the rebel flag 
was hung publicly, and the crowds about the Planters* House 
were all more or less rebel. There was also a camp in Lindell's 
Grove, at the end of Olive Street, under command of General 
D. M. Frost, a Northern man, a graduate of West Point, in 
open sympathy with the Southern leaders. This camp was 
nominally a State camp of instniction, but, beyond doubt, was 
in the interest of the Southern canse, designed to be used against 
the national authority in the event of the General Go vemment'a 
attempting to coerce the Southern Confederacy. General "Wil- 
liam S. Ilamey was in command of the Department of Missouri, 
and resided in his own house, on Fourth Street, below Market ; 
and there were five or six companies of United States troops in 
the arsenal, commanded by Captain K. Lyon ; throughout the 
dtjf there had been, organized, almost exclusively out of the 
Gtennan part of the population^ four or five regiments of " Home 
Ghiards," with whidi movement Frank £lab| B. Qrats Brown, 
John JL Schofieldy Clinton B. Fisk, and others, were mott 
active on the part of the national aathoiities. IVank Blair's 
brother Hon^mery was in the cabinet of Mr. Lincoln at 
Washington, and to him seemed committed the general man* 
agement of affurs in HisBonii 

The newspapers fanned the pnblio excitement to the hi^^ 
est pitch, and threats of attacking the arsenal on the one 
hand, and the mob of d— <L rebels in CSamp Ja^^son on 
the other, were bandied about. I tried mj best to keep out 
of the cnxrent, and only talked freely with a few men ; among 
them Colonel John O'Fallon, a wealthy gentleman who re- 
sided above St. Louis. He daily came down to my office in 
Bremen, and we walked up and down the pavement by the 
hour, deploring tlie bad condition of our country, and the scem- 



Digiiizoa by LiOO^lC 



170 



[1861. 



ing drift toward dissolntion and anarchy. I used also to go 
down to the arsenal occasionally to see Lyon, Totten, and other 
of my army acquaintance, and was glad to see them making 
preparations to defend their post, if not to assume the olEensive. 

The bombardment of Fort Sumter, which was announced 
by telegraph, began April 12th, and ended on the 14th. We then 
knew that the war was actaaUjlNgim, and though the South was 
openly, manifestly the aggressor, yet her friends and apologists 
insisted that she was simply acting' on a justifiable defensive, 
and that in the fooraible seizure of the pnUio forts within her 
limits the people were acting with reasonable pradenoe and fore- 
sight. Yet ndtiber partj seemed willing to intade^ or cross the 
border. DaTis, who ordered the bmnbsrdment of Smnter, knew 
the temper of his people weU, and foresaw that it wonld precipi- 
tate the action of the border States; for almost immediately 
Yirgiuia, North Osrolina, ArTranaflHi and Tennessee, followed 
the lesd of the cotton States, and oonTentions were deliberating 
in Kentucky and MissonrL 

On the night of Saturday, April 6th, I received the follow- 
ing dispatch : 

Wasuin'oton, April 6, 1861. 

Jfq^ W, T. Sntuuir : 

Will 70a accept the chief derkahip of the "War Department t We will 
make yon aaaistant Secretary of War when Oongress meets. 

JL BiuuBi PoUmatUT'OmtraL 

To which I replied by telegraph, Monday morning, <<I can- 
not accept ; " and by mail as follows : 

Otfios St. L0CI8 Baiuoad Coupaitt, I 

Son, M. Blaie, Washington., J), C. : 

I received, abont nine o'clock Satardaj night, your telegraph dispatch, 
which I bavo this moment answered, " I cannot accept." 

I Imvo quite a large faraUy, and when I rcai^'ned my place in LoniBiana, 
on account of secession, I had no time to lose ; and, therefore, after my 
haitj Tiiit to Waihingtoo, wkere I law no ebanee of employment, I eame 
to 8t Lonli, have accepted a place in lUe oompaay, have rented a hcoie, 
and inonned o4her oUlgaticoa^ ao that I am not at liberty to change. 
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I thank you for the compliment contained in your offer, and assure yoa 
thtt I wish the Administration ail success in its almost impoflsiblo task of 
govorning thii diitraetod aiil imraldoal peoplo. 

Yoort trolr, T. Bbibicav. 

I was afterward told that this letter gave offense, and that 
Bomc of Mr. Lincoln's cabinet concluded that I too would 
prove false to the country. 

Later in that month, after the capture of Fort Sumter by 
the Confederate authorities, a Dr. Comyn came to our house 
on Locust Street, one night after I had gone to bed, and told 
me he had been sent Ly Frank Blair, who was not well, and 
wanted to see me that night at his house. I dressed and walked 
over to his house on Washiugtou Avenue, near Fourteeothi and 
found there, in the front-room, seyeral gentlemen, among whom 
I recall Henry T. Blov* Blak was in the back-room, closeted 
with some gentleman, who soon left, and I was called in. He 
there told me that the GoTemmeat was mistrustful of General 
Harney, that a change in the command of the department was 
to be made ; that he held it in his power to appoint a hrigadier- 
generali and pot him in oommand of the department^ and he 
offered me the place. I toldhimlhad onoeoffeiedmyflerrioea, 
and they were declined ; that I had made bnsineai engagementa 
in St. Lonia^ which I oonld not throw off at pleaanze; that I had 
long deliberated on my ootirse ci action^ and mnst decline his 
offeTi however tempting and complimentsoy. He reasoned with 
me^ bnt I persisted. He tM me, in that event, he ahonld ap- 
point Lyon, and he did ao. 

Finding that even my best friends were raieasy as to my po- 
litical status, on the 8th of May I addressed tilie f oUowing official 
letter to the Secretary of War : 

Omos or St. Locis BAii.itoju> Coufa^t, ) 

MnL 8. Oakibov, S$or§i^ qf War, WMinfftpn, J>, C, 

DiAB Bnt: I hold mjielfnow, atalwaj^ prepared to aerr* my ooontrj 

in the capaoitj for wUeh I wae trained. I did not and will not volunteer 
for lAriM monthi, beoaoie I oaanot throw wj fanu^ on the eold oheritj of ^ 



« 
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th« iroxld. Bot for flie Orif-yMri eaU, nude by ihe Preaidflot^ an officer 
can prepere hii commiTid end do good lendoe. 

I wiU not Tohmteer aa a aoldier, beoanae rightfully or wroDgfbUy I feel 
nnTdllinf? to take a mere private's place, and, having for many years lived 
in California and Louisiana, the men are not well enough aoqoainfced with 
mo to elect mo to my appropriate place. 

Should my services bo needed, the records of the War Department will 
enable yon to designate the station in which I can render moat aervice. 

Toaratndji W. T. QaEtaua, 

To this I do not think I received a direct answer; but, on the 
14tli of the same month, 1 was appointed colonel of the Thir- 
teentli Hegnlar Infantry. 

I rcmeniLcr going to the arsenal on the 0th of May, tiiking 
my children vrith me in the street-Ciirs. "Within the arsenal wall 
were drawn np in parallel lines four regiments of the " Home 
Guards," and I saw men distributing cartridges to the boxes. 
T also saw General Lvnn rimnino; about %vith his hair in the 
wind, his pockets full of papers, wild and irregular, but I knew 
him to be a man of vehement purpose and of determined action, 
I saw of course that it meant business, but whether for defense 
or offense I did not know. The next morning I went up to the 
nilioad-officc in Bremen, as usual, and heard at ereiy comer of 
the streets that the ''Dutch" were moving on Gamp Jackson. 
People were barricading their houses, and men were punning in 
that direction. I hurried throng my business as quickly as I 
could, and got back to my house on Locnat Street by twelye 
o'clock. Ouurles Ewing and Hnnter were there^ and insUted on 
going out to the camp to see the fan." Itriedtodiflanadelhwn, 
saying that in case of conflict the hy«8tander8 were more likely 
to he killed than the men engaged, hnt they would go. I felt aa 
much interest as anybody else, hnt staid at home^ took mj Httle 
son Willie^ who was about seren yean old, and walked up and 
down the paYement in front of onr honse, listening for th^ 
sound of musketzy or cannon in the direction of Oamp Jackson. 
While BO engaged IGsa Eliza Deans^ who lived opposite us, 
called me acroes the street, told me that her brother-in-law, 
Dr. 6cott, was a surgeon in Frost^a camp, and she was di-ead- 
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fully afraid he -would be killed. I reasoned witli her that Gen- 
eral Ljon was a regular officer; that if he had gone out, as 
reported, to Camp Jackson, lie would take with him such a force 
as would make resistance impossible ; but she would not be com- 
forted, saying that the camp was made up of the young men 
from the hrst and best families of St. Lom:>, and that thej were 
proud, and would light. I explained that young niea of the 
best families did not like to be killed better than ordinary 
people. Edging gradually up the street, I was in Olive Street 
juBt about Twelfth, when I saw a man running from the di- 
rection of Gamp Jackson at fall speed, calling, as he went, 
" They've surrendered, they've surrendered I " So I turned back 
and rang the bell at !^^rs. Dcans's. Eliza came to the door, 
and I ezpUuned what I had heard; but she angrily slammed 
the door in my face! Evidently she was disappointed to find 
ahe was mistaken in her estiniate of the rash courage of the 
best f amilieB. 

I again turned in the direction of Gamp Jackson, my boy 
Willie with me stm. At the head of Olive Streel^ abreast of 
lindell's Grove, I f onnd Frank Bhur's r^gjment in the street, 
with ranks opened, and the Gamp Jackson prisonera inside. A 
crowd of people was gathered around, calling to the prisoners 
by name, some hnriahing for Jeff Davis, and others enoonraging 
the troops. Men, women, and children, were in the crowd. I 
passed along till I found myself inside the grove, where I met 
Charles Ewing and John Iluntcr, and we stood looking at tlio 
troops on the road, heading toward the city. A band of music 
was playing at the head, and the column made one or two in- 
effectual starts, but for some reason was halted. The battalion 
of regulars was abreast of me, of which Major Kufns Saxton 
was in command, and I gave him an evening paper, which 
I had bought of tlie newsboy on mv way out. Jle was read- 
ing from it some piece of news, sitting on his horse, when 
the column again began to move forward, and he resumed 
his place at tlic head of his command. At that part of the 
road, or street, was an embankment about eight feet high, and a 
drunken fellow tried to pass over it to the people opposite. 
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One of the regular sergeant file-closers ordered liim back, but 
he attempted to pass through the ranks, when the sergeant 
barred his progress with his musket "a-port." The drunken 
man seized his musket, when tlie sergeant threw him off with 
violence, and he rolled over and over down the bank. Bj the 
time this man had picked himself up and got his hat, which had 
fallen off, and had again mounted the embankment, the regulars 
had passed, and the head of Osterhaus's regiment of Ilome 
Guards had come up. The man had in his hand a ?Tn;ill pistol, 
which he fired off, and I heard that the ball had struck the le^ 
of one of Osterhans's staff ; the regiment stopped ; there was a 
moment of confusion, when the soldieza of that regiment began 
to fire over onr heads in the grove. I heard the halls cat^ig 
the leaves above our heads, and saw seTeral men and women 
ronning in all directions, some of whom were wouided. Of 
course there was a gencoul stampede. Charles Ewing threw 
TViUie on the gronnd and covered him with his hodj. Hunter 
ran behind the hiQ, and I also threw myself on the giomid* 
The fire ran hack from the head of the regiment toward its 
rear, and as I saw the men reloading thdr pieces, I jerked 
Willie up, ran hack with him into a gulley whidi covered va, 
lay there nntil I saw that the fire had ceased, and that iSbe 
column was again moving on, when I took np UTillie and started 
hack for home romid by way of ICuket Street. A woman and 
child were killed outright ; two or three men were also killed, 
and several others were wounded. The great mass of the people 
on that occasion were simply curious spectatoi's, though men 
were sprinkled tliroui^h the crowd calHng out, "Hurrah for Jeff 
Davis!" and others were particularly abusive of the "danmcd 
Dutch." Ljon posted a guard in charge of the vacant camp, and 
marched his prisoners down to the arsenal ; some were paroled, 
and others held, till afterward they were regularly exchanged. 

A very few days after this event. May 14th, I received 
a dispatch from my brother Charles in "Washington, telling mo 
to come on at once; tliat I had been appointed a colonel of the 
Thirteenth I\egiilar Infantry, and that I was wanted at Wash 
ington immediately. 
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Of course I could no longer defer action. I saw ^Ir. Lucas, 
Major Turner, and other frieuds and parties coimected witli 
the road, who agreed that I should go on. I left my family, 
because I was under the impression that I would be allowed 
to enlist my o'^vn regiment, which would take some time, and 
I expected to raise the regiment and organize it at Jeifferson^ 
Barracks. I repaired to "Washington, and there found that 
the Government was trying to rise to a level with the occa- 
F!on. ^fr. Lincoln had, without the sanction of law, authorized 
the raising of ten new regiments of regulars, each infantry 
regiment to be composed of three battalions of eight companies 
each ; and had called for seventy-five thousand State volanteers. 
Even this call seemed to me utterly inadequate; still it was none / 
of my business. I took the oath of office, and was furnished 
with a list of officers, appointed to my regiment, which was still 
inoomp]^ I reported in person to General Scott, at hia office 
on Seventeenth Street, opposite the War Department and applied 
for antiiQiity to leinm West, and raise my regiment at Jefferson 
Barracks, but the general said mj lientenai^^xklonel, Bnrbank^ 
was fully qualified to snpeiintend the enlistment, iad that he 
wanted me there ; and he at onoe dictated an order for me to 
report' to him in person for inspection duty. 

Satisfied that I would not be permitted to retmn to St 
Lonis^ I instrnoted ICrs. Sherman to pack np, retnm to Lan ' 
caster, and trust to the fate of war. 

I also resigned my place as president of the Fifth Street 
Bailroad, to take effect at the end of ^lay, so tliat in fact I 
received pay from that road for OQly two months' service, and 
then began my new army career. 
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FBOM TU£ BATTLB OF BULL KUN TO FADUOAH — ^EENTUGET AND 

AOSSOUBL 

1861-1862. 

And now that, in these notes, I baye fairly VBached the 
poriod of the oiTil war, whieh xaTaged onr oonntiy from 1861 
to 1865 — an event involving a conflict of passion, of prejudice, 
and of aiTtis, that has developed results which, for better or 
worse, have left their mark on the world's hibtorj- — I feci that 
I tread on delicate grouud. 

I have again and ag:iui been invited to write a history of 
tlie war, or to record fur publication my personal recollections 
of it, with lariro offers of money therefor ; all of which I have 
heretofore dec lined, because the truth is not always palatable, 
and should not always be told. Many of the actors in the prrand 
drama still live, and they and their friends are quick to contro- 
versy, which should be avoided. The great end of peace has 
been attained, with little or no change in oar form of govern- 
ment, and the duty of all good men is to allow the psaaons of 
that period to subside, that wa may direct our physical and 
mentid labor to repair the waste of war, and to engnge in the 
greater task of continuing our hitherto wondeifol national 
development. 

TThat I now propose to do Is merely to groiqp some of my 
persoDsl reooUeetions about the hislono persons and eTcnts of 
the day. pivpared not with any view to their pnUieatkHii hoi 
rstiier for preservatioD till I am gone ; and then to be allowed 
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to follow into oLlivion the cords of similar papers, or to be used 
by Bomo liistoriau who may need tlitiii hy way of illustration. 

I have heretofore recorded ho^\• 1 ngain came into the mili- 
tary service of the United States as a colonel of the Thirteenth 
Re^ilar Infantry, a regiment that had no existence at the time, 
and that) instead of being allowed to enlist the men and instruct 
them, as expected, I was assigned in Washington City, by an 
order of Lieutenant-General Wiufield Scotty to inspection dntjr 
near him on the 20th of Jime, 18G1. 

At that time Lieatenant-Gcneral Soott commanded the army 
in chief, with Colonel E. D. Townsend as his adjntant-genenily 
Major G. W. GnUnm, United States Engineers, apd Major Schuy- 
ler Hamilton^ as.aiides-de^samp. The general had an office up- 
stairs on Seventeenth Street, opposite the War Department, and 
resided in a honse dose by, on Pennsylvania Avenne. Ail fears 
for the inomediate safety of the eaj>ital had ceased, and quite a 
large force of regulars and volnntem had been collected in and 
about Washington. Brigadier-General J. K. Mansfield com- 
manded in the city, and Brigadier-General Irvin McDowell on 
the other side of tiie Potomac, with his headquarters at Arling^ 
ton House. Ilis troops extended in a semicircle from Alexan- 
dria to above Georgetown. Several forts and nnlouLts were^ 
either built or in progress, and the people were ah*eady clamor- 
ous for a general foi'ward movement. Another considerable 
army had also been collected in Pennsylvania under General 
Patterson, and, at the time I speak of, had moved forward to 
Hagerstown and AVllliamsport, on. the Potomac Piver. My. 
brother, John iSlierman, was a volunteer aide-de-camp to General 
Patterson, and, toward the end of Juno, I went up to Hagers- 
town to see him. I found tliat army in the very act of movingi 
and we rode down to Williamsport in a buggy, and were 
present when the leading division crossed the Potomac mver by 
fording it waistdeep. My friend and classmate, George H.. 
Thomas, was there, in command of a brigade in the leading di- 
vision. I talked with him a good deal, also with Geneva! Gad-, 
walader, and with the stafE-officers of General Patterson, viz.,. 
Fits-John Forter, Belger, Beckwith, and othei]i» aU.of whom* 
12 
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seemed encouraged to think that the war wis to be short and 
decisive, and that, as soon as it was demonstrated that the Gen- 
eral Government meant in earnest to defend its rights and pro]^>- 
erty, some general compromise would result. 

Patterson's army crossed the Potomac River on the Ist or 
2d of July, and, as John Sherman was to take his seat as a Sen- 
ator in the called session of Congress, to meet July 4th, he 
resigned his place as aide-de-camp, presented me his two horses 
and equipment, and we returned to Washington together. 

The Congress assembled punctually on the 4th of July, and 
the message of Mr. Lincoln was strong and good : it recognized 
the fact that civil war was upon us, that compromise of any 
land was at an end ; and ho asked for four hundred thousand 
men, and four hundred million dollara, wherewith to vindicate 
the national authority, and to regain posseadon of the oaptored 
forts and other property of the United States. 

It was also immediately demonstrated that the tone and tem- 
per of Ck>ngre8s had changed since the Southern Seoaton and 
memberB had withdiawn, and that we, the military^ could now 
go to work with some definite jAans and ideas. 

The appearance of the troops about Washington was good, 
but it was manifest thej were far from being soldiers. Their 
uniforms were as Tsrious as the States and cities from which 
they came; their arms were also of eveiy pattern and calibre; 
and they were so loaded down with orerooats^ haTersaolm, knap- 
sacks, tentSy and baggage, that it took ircm twenty-fiye to fifty 
wagons to moTe the camp of a r^ment £rom one place to an* 
other, and some of the camps had bakeries and cooking estab* 
lishments that would have done credit to Delmonico. 

While I was on duty with General Scott, viz., from June 
20th to about June 30th, the general frequently communicated 
to those about him his opinions and proposed plans. He seemed 
vexed with the clamors of the press for immediate action, and 
the continued interference in details by the President, Secretary 
of "War, and Congress, lie spoke of organizing a grand army 
of invasion, of wliich the regulars were to constitute the "iron 
column," and seemed to intimate that he himself woold take the 
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field in person, thoTigh he was at the time very old, very heavy, 
and veiy onwieldy. His age most have been abont aerenty- 
fiye years. 

At tliat date, July 4, 1861, the rebels had two armies in 
front of AVashington ; the one at Ttfanaiwafl Junction, commanded 
by Qeneral Beauregard, with hia adranee guard at Fairfax Oonrt- 
Honse, and indeed almost in sight of Washington. The other, 
commanded by General Joe Johnston, was at Windieeter, with 
its advance at Hartinsbnig and Harpei^a Terry ; bnt the advance 
had fallen back before Patterson, who then oocnpied Hartins- 
bmg and the line of the Baltimore & Ohio Bailroad. • — 

The temper of Congress and the people wonld not permit 
the slow and methodical preparation desired by General Scott ; 
and the cry of *'0n to Bichmond ! ^ which was shared by the 
volunteers, most of whom had only engaged for ninety days, 
forced General Scott to hasten his preparations, and to order a 
general advance about the middle of July. McDowell was to 
move from the defenses of ^Vashiiigtou, and Patterson from 
Martinsburg. In the organization of McDowell's army into 
divisions and brigades, Colonel David Hunter was assigned to 
command the Second Division, and I was ordered to take com- 
mand of his former brigade, which was composed of five regi- 
ments in position in and al>out Fort Corcoran, and on the ground 
opposite Georgetown. I assumed command on the tiOth of 
June, and proceeded at once to prepare it for the general ad- 
vance. My command constituted the Third Brigade of the First 
Division, which division was commanded by Brigadier-General 
Daniel Tyler, a graduate of West Point, hut who had seen 
little or no actual service. I applied to Genei-al McDowell for 
bome stofP-oflScers, and he gave me, as adjutant-general. Lieu- 
tenant Piper, of the Third Artillery, and, as aide-de-camp, 
Lieutenant McQuesten, a fine young cavalry-officer, fresh from 
West Point. 

I selected for the field the Thirteenth New York, Colonel 
Qnimby ; the Sixty-ninth New York, ColoneL Corcoran ; the 
Seventy-ninth Kew York, Colonel Cameron ; and the Second 
Wiscondn, lientenant- Colonel Peck. These were all good. 
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6trou((, volunteer regiments, pretty well commanded ; and I 
had reason to l>tlieve that I had one of the best brigades in 
tiie whole anny. Captain Ajres's battery of the Fifth liegular 
Artillery was also attached to my brigade. The otiicr regiment, 
the Twenty-ninth Kew York, Colonel Bemiett, was destined 
to be left behind in charge of the forts and camps during oiir 
absence, which was expected to be short. Soon after I had as- 
smned the command, a dithcuUy arose in the Sixty-ninth, an 
Irkh regiment. This regiment had volunteered in Kew York, 
early in April, for ninety dajB ; but, by rcaaon .of the difficuliy 
of passing through Baltimore, they had oome via Annapolis, 
bad been held for duty on the railroad as a guard for nearly 
a month before they actually reached Waflhington, and were 
then mustered in about a month after enrollment. Some of the 
men claimed that they were entitled to their difichai^ in ninety 
days from.the time of enrollment, whereaa the mnater^oU read 
ninety days from the date of mnster-in. One day, Cdond Cor- 
coran e^^lained .this matter to me. I advised him to reduce 
the facts to writing, and that I would submit it to the War 
Department for an anthoritatiTe decision. He did so, and the 
War Department decided that the muster-roll was the only 
contract of service, that it would be construed literally ; and 
that the regiment would be held till the expiration three 
months from the date of musterin, viz., to about August 1, 
1861. General Scott at the same time wrote one of his char- 
acteiistic letters to Corcoran, telling him that we were about to 
engage in battle, and he knew his Irish friends would not leave 
him in such a crisis. Corcoran and the othcei*s generally wanted 
to go to the expected battle, but a good many of the men were 
not 60 anxious. In the Second "\\ iseonsin, also, was developed 
a personal dilHculty. The actual colonel was Dr. Coon, a good- 
hearted gentleman, mIio knew no more of the military art than 
H child ; whereas his lieutenant-colonel. Feck, had iiccn to 'West 
Point, and knew the drill. Preferring that the latter should 
leniain in command of the regiment, 1 put Colonel Coon on my 
personal stalT, which reconciled the -ditHculty. 

In due season, about July 15th, our division moved forward. 
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leaving' our camps standing ; Kcycs's brigade in the lead, then 
Schenck's, then mine, and Richardson's last. We marched via 
Vienna, Germantown, and CentreTille, where all the army, com- 
posed of five divifiioiu, seemed to conrerge. The march demon- 
strated little save the general laxity of discipline ; for with all 
my personal efforts I could not prevent the men from strag- 
gling for water, hlackherriesy or any thing on the way they 
fancied. 

At GentreviUe, on the 18th, Richardaon's brigade was sent 
by General Tyler to reconnoitre Blackburn's Ford across Bull 
Bnn, and he fonnd it strongly goarded. From our camp, at 
Centreville, we heard the cannonading, and then a sharp mns- 
ketiy-fire. I received orders from General Tyler to send for- 
ward Ayres's battery, and very soon after another order came 
for me to advance with my whole brigade. We marched 
the three miles at the donble-qnick, arrived in time to re- 
lieve Bichardson's brigade, which was just drawing bftck from 
the ford, worsted, and stood for half an hour or so under a fire 
of artillery, which killed four or five of my men. General 
Tyler was there in person, giving direction?, and soon after he 
ordered us all Lack to our camp in Centrevillo. Tim reconnois- 
eniiee had developed a strong force, and had been made without 
the orders of General McDowell ; however, it satisfied ns that 
the enemy was in force on the other side of Bull Kun, and had no 
intention to leave without a serious battle. We lay in camp at 
Centreville all of the 10th and 20th, and during that night 
began the movement which resulted in the battle of Bull liun, 
on July 21st. Of this so much has been written that more 
would be BupcrflufMip ; and the reports of the opj)osing eom--^ 
manders, McDowell and Johnston, are fair and correct. It is 
now generally admitted that it was one of the best-planned bat- > 
ties of the war, but one of the worst-fought. Our men had been / 
told so often at home that all they had to do was to make a bold II 
appearance, and the rebels would run ; and nearly all of us for/ 
the first time then heard the sound of cannon and mnskets in 
anger, and saw the bloody scenes common to all battles, with 
which we were so<m to be familiar. We had good organiza- 
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tion, good men, but no cohesion, no real discipline, no rc?peet 
for authonty, no real knowledge of war. Both armies werefairlv 
J defeated, and, whichever had stood fast, the otlu r would have 
I run. Thougli the Xorth was overivhehned with mortification 
and Bhanie, the Soutli rcidlj had not Tiinch to boast of, for in 
the three or t' -ur hours of fij^htiug their organization was so 
broken up that they did not and could not follow our army, 
when it was known to be in a state of disgraceful and causeless 
flight. It is easy to criticiBe a battle after it is over, but all 
now admit tliat none others, equally raw in war, could have 
done better than we did at Bull Kun ; and the lesson of that 
battle should not be lost on a people like oars. 

I insert my official report, as a condensed statement of my 
share in the battle : 

FoBT CoRl'-v.xs, Ji/y J.:., Io'jI. f 

To CupUiin A. Baibd, Auutant Ai^utant-Generul, First Uii uion {^General 
Tyler's). 

Bib : I havo tiio honor to submit this my report of the operations of 
mj brigade during the action of tbo Slst instant The brigade is composed 
of the Thirteenth New York Yolnnteen, Odonel Qidmby; Siz^-nhith New 
. Yoik, Odonel Oorooran; Seventy-ninth "Sew York, Colonel Camenm; See- 
ond Witoonrin, Lieutenant-Cf>l(*nel Peck ; and Company E, Thiid Artillery, 
under command of Captain K. B. Ayres, Fifth Artillery. "Wc left our camp 
near Ceritrovillo, pursuant to orders, at half-past 2 a. m., takinir pljsce in 
your column, next to the brig.ido of General Sohenck, and proceeded as far 
as the halt, before the enemy's position, near the stone bridge across Bull 
Kun. Here the brigade me deployed ia line tloDg the sUrt of timber to 
the right of the Wanentoo rosd, and remained quietl/ in positioii till after 
10 A. X. The enemy remained Terj qoiet, but aboat that time ve saw a 
rebel regiment leave its cover in our front, and proceed in double-quick time 
on the road toward Sudlej Springs, by which we knew the columns of Colo- 
nels Hunter niid Ileintzelman wore ai)proaching. Ahont t!io eamo time we 
observed in motion a largo mass of the enemy, below and on the other side 
of the stone bridge. I directed Captain Ayrestotako position with his bat- 
tery near our right, and to open fire on this mass; but you had previously de- 
tadied the two rifle-gona belonging to this battery, and, finding that the 
■nooth-bore guia did not reach the eneray*a potitioo, we ceaaed firing, and 
I aent a'tequeat that yon woald aend to me the tbirty-pounder rifle-gun 
attached to Cnptain Carlisle^ battery. At the same time I aliifted the New 
York Siztj-ninth to the extreme right of the brigade. Thoa we remained till 
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ve beard mnaketzy-flra Mtom Bsll Bnn, Aowing lliat Ihe head of Oolo* 
nel Himter*8 eoloma waa engaged. Tbia flring waa briaki and ahowed ibat 
Hunter waa driving before bim the enemj, till about noon, when it beeame 
certain the enemy bad come to a stand, and that oar forceaon tbe other ride 

of Bull Run were all engaged, artillery and infantry. 

Here you sent me tho order to cross over with the whole brigade, to tho 
assistance of Colonel Hunter. Early in tho day, when reconnoitring tho 
ground, I had seen a horseman descend from a blutf in our front, cross tho 
Btream, and show himself ia the open field on this aide; and, inferring that 
we eovJderosa over at fiie aame pointy I aent forward a eompany aa akir- 
mlaben, and followed with tbe whole brigade, tbe New Tork Sixty-nintb 
leading. 

Wefotmd no difficulty in crossing oyer, and met with no opposition 
in ascending tlie steep blufi opposite with onr infantry, but it was impas- 
sable to the artillery, an'l I sent word back to Captain Ayrea to follow if 
possible, otherwise to use his discretion. Captain Ayros did not cross Bull 
Run, but remained on that side, with the rest of jour division. Ilis report 
herewith deaaribea hia operationa dnring the remainder of the day. Ad- 
Tandng dowly and cantioaily with the head of the oolomn, to gire time for 
tbe regimenta in aoooesrion to doae np their lanks^ we flrat enoonntered a 
party of the enemy retreating along a cluster of pines; Llentenant-Colonel 
Ila^^erty, of the Sixty-ninth, without orders, roJo out alone, and endeavored 
to intercept their retreat. One of the enemy, in full view, at short rang:o, 
shot Ilaggerty, and ho full dead from his horse. Tlio Sixty -ninth o[)ened fire 
on this party, which was returned; but, determined to efioct our junction 
with Hmter'a diviaiQii, I wiUmA tUa fire to oeaae^ and we i»ooeeded with 
oantion toward the field where we then plainly eaw onr foroea engaged. 
I>iq>laying onr oolora eoiiq>ieooady at the bead of onr oolnmn, we aoooeeded 
in attracting the attention of our friends, and soon formed tbe bri<:^ade in rear 
of Colonel Porter's. Hero I learned that Colonel Ilunter was disabled by a 
severe wound, ami that General McDowell was on the field. I sought him 
out, and received hii orders to join in pursuit of the enemy, who wa3 falling 
back to tho left of the road by which the army hod approached from Sudley 
Springs. Placing Colonel Quimby's regiment of rifles in front, in column, 
by divirion, I direoted the oUier regfanents to follow in line of batUe, in the 
order of the Wiaoonrin Seoond, New York Bemity-nintii, and New Tork 
Sixty-ninth. Quimby's regiment adraneed ateadily down the hill and up 
the ridge, from which he opened fire upon the enemy, who had made 
another stand on ground very favorable to him, and the regiment continued 
advancing as the enemy gave way, till the head of tho column reached the 
point near which Rickett's battery was so severely cut up. Tho other regi- 
ments descended the hill in line of battle, under a severe cannonade ; and, 
the groond affording eomparatire abelter from the enemy'a artillery, they 
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changed direction, by the right flank, fiTid followed tho road before men- 
tioned. At the point where this rond crosses tho rid(jo to our left front, the 
ground w.ns swept by a most severe fire of artillery, rlHes, and musketry, and 
we saw, in euccession, several regiments driven from it; among them the 
ZouaTcs and battalion of marines. Before reaching the orett of this bill, 
the roadwaj waa worn doep enon^ to allbrd ahelter, and I kept the aeveral 
regUnenta {n it aa long aa poaaible; but when the Wiaoonain Seoond waa 
abreast of the enemy, by order of Mi^or Wadaworth, of General MeDoweirs 
ataf^ I ordered it to leave the roadwaj, by the left flank, and to attaok the 
enemy. 

Thi5 re^nrnent a'>cendcd to tho brow of tho hill Pten'ltly, received the 
severe fire of tho enemy, returned it with spirit, aud advanced, deliver- 
ing ita fire. This regiment is uuilorined in gray clutli, almost identical with 
that of the great bulk of the seoeadon army ; and, when the regiment fell 
into oonlbaion and retreated toward the road, there waa a nniveraal ory 
that they were being fired on by our own men. The regiment ralBed agdn, 
paaNd the brow of the hOl a second time, bnt was again repulsed ih dis- 
order. By this time the New York Seventy-ninth h'al cl-w,! tip, and in like 
manner it was ordortsl to cross the brow of tho hill, and drive tho enemy 
from cover. It was iinpossihlo to got a jrood view of this ^'round. In it 
there was one battery of artillery, which poured an incessant fire upon our 
advancing column, and the ground was very irregular with small clusters of 
pinea, affording shelter, of which the enemy took good adrantage. The lire 
of liflea and mosketry waa very severe. The Seventy-ninth, headed by ita 
colonel, Oaraeron, oharged aoroea the hill, and for a diort time the contest 
was^ severe ; they rallied several times nnder fire, bnt finally broke, and 
gained the cover of the hill. 

This loft tlio field open to the XewYork Sixty-ninth. Colonel Corcoran, 
who, in his turn, led his regiment over tlio crest, and l;;. ! in full open view 
the ground so severely contested ; the fire was very severe, and the roar of 
cannoD, musketry, and rifled, incessant ; it was manifest the enemy was here 
in great foroe^ fiir superior to na at that point The Sixty-ninth lield the 
groond fivr aome tfane, bnt finaUy M baek in disorder. 

AH thia time Quimby*a regiment ooenpied another ridge^ to our left, 
overlooking the aame Add of action, and similarly engaged. Here, about 
half-past 3 p. i*., began the scene of confusion and disorder that char> 
acterired the remainder of the day. Up to tliat time, all liad kept their 
places, and seemed perfectly eo<d, and used to the shell and shot that fell, 
comparatively harniloss. aM .around us; but the short exposure to an intense 
&re of smali-iirms, at close range, had killed many, wounded more, and had 
prodnoad diaocder in all of the battaliona that had attempted to anmonter 
it KenMlawayfiromtliMrranka, talking, and in great eonAnfott. Oolo> 
nal GameRm had been OMital^ womded, waa carried to an ambnlanoa> 
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and reported dying. Many otlier officers woro reported dead or missinfr, 
and many of the wounded were making their way, with more or iuss as- 
eistance, to the bnUdings need as hospitals, on. the ridge to the west We 
toeceeded In paitiBUj refenniag the regimental hnt H was manifest that thsj 
would not stand, and I direeted Oolonel Oorooran to move along the ridge 
to the rear, near the position where we had first formed the brigade. Gen- 
eral McDowell was there in person, and ascd all possible efforts to reassure 
the men. By the active exertions of Colonel Corcoran, we formed an irreg- 
ular 8<juare a2"iinst tho cavalry wliich were then seen to issue from the po- 
sition from whirli wo Lai] been driven, and we began onr retreat toward the 
same ford of Bull Run by which we had approached tho field of battle. 
There was no positive ovder to retreati although for en hmir it had been 
going on by the operation of the men themaelTes. The ranlcs were thin and 
irregolar, and we foond a stream of people strong firom the hospital aorosa 
Boll Rnn, and tu toward Centrerllle. After putting in motion the irregnlar 
sqnare in person, I pushed forward to find Captain A vrcs's battery at the 
orosring of Bull Run. I sought it at its last position, before the brigade had 
crossed over, but it was not there ; then passing through the woods, where, 
in the morning, wo had first formed line, wo approached tho blacksmith's 
shop, but there found a detachment of the secession cavalry and thence 
made a drcidti aroiding Onb Rnn Bridge, into OentrOTiUei where I found 
General McDowell, and firom him nnderstood that it was his purpose to rally 
the forces, and make a stand at Centreville. 

But, about nine o'clock at night, I received from General Tyler, in per- 
son, the order to continue the retreat to tho Potomac, Tliis retreat was by 
night, and disorderly in the extreme. The men of different regiments min- 
gled together, and some reached the river at Arlington, soino at Long 
Bridge, and the greater port returned to their former camp, at or near Fort 
Ooroorao. I reached this point at noon the next daj, and found a miseel- 
laneous orowd crossing crer the aqnednot and foxries. Oonoeiring this to 
be demoralizing, I at once commanded the guard to be increased, and all 
personsattemptingto passoverto be stopped. This soon produced its effect; 
men sought their proper companies and reL'irnents. Comparative order was 
restored, and all were posted to the best advantage. 

I herewith inclose tlio olVicial report of Captain Kelly, commantrmg 
officer of the New York Sixty -ninth ; also, full lists of tho killed, wounded, 
and missing. 

Our loss was heavy, and occurred chiefly at the point near where Bich- 
ettes battery was destroyed. Lieutonant-Oolonel Haggerty waa killed about 

noon, before we had effected a Junction with Colonel Ilunter^s division. 
Oolonel Cameron was mortally wounded leading his regiment in tho charge, 
and Colonel Corcoran has been missing since the cavalry-charge near the 
building used as a hospital. 
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Pur names, rank, etc., of the above, I refer to the Hats herewith. 

Lieutenants Piper and KoQaesten, of mj penonal stafl^ were under fire 
all day, and carried orders to and fro with as moeh coolness as on parade. 
Lieutenant Bofl^j, of the New York Sizty-nintli, a Tolunteer aide, asked 
leare to serve with his company, daring the action, and Is among those 
reported missing. I liave intelligenoe that he is a prisoner, and slightlj 
wounded. 

Colonel Coon, of Wisconsin, a volonteer aide, also rendered good service 
daring the day. 

W. T. BniBaiAS, O^lontl cemmandittg Brigait, 

This report) whidi I had not read prolwblj sinse its date till 
now, reeaUs to me vividly the whole soene of the afiair at Blaok- 
bnm's Ford, when for the first time in my life I saw cannon* 
balls strike men and eraah through the trees and saplings above 
and aromid as, and reslized the always sickening confoaon as 
one approaches a fight from the rear ; then the night-march from 
Oentreville^ on Ihe Wairenton road, stsnding for honrs won- 
dering what was meant ; the deployment along the edge of 
the field that sloped down to Bull Bon, and waiting for Hun- 
ter's approach on the otlier side from the direction of Sudley 
Springs, away off to our right ; the terrible scare of a poor negro 
who was caught between our lines; the crossing of Bull Run, 
and the fear lest we should he Hred on by our own men; the 
killing of Lieutenant-Colonel llaggerty, which occurred in plain 
sight ; and the first scenes of a field strewed with dead men 
and horses. Yet, at that period of the battle, we were the vic- 
tors and felt jubilant. At that moment, also, my brigade passed 
Hunters division; hut Heintzehnan's was still ahead of us, and 
we followed its lead along the road toward Manassas Junction, 
crossing a small stream and ascending a long hill, at the summit 
of which the battle was going on. Here my regiments came into 
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action well, but successivelj, and were driven back, cacli in ita 
turn. For two hours we continued to dash at the woods on 
our left front, which were full of rebels ; but I was convinced 
their organization was broken, and that they had simply halted 
there and taken advantage of these woods as a cover, to reach 
which we had to pass over the intervening fields about the Ilenry 
Hoase, which were clear, open, and gave them a decided advan- 
tage^ After I had put in each of my regiments, and had them 
driven back to the cover of the road, I had no idea that we 
beaten, but reformed the regiments in line in their proper order^ 
and onljwanted a little rest, when I found that my brigade was 
almost alone, except Sjke'a regulars, who bad formed square 
against oavaby and were coming baek. I then realized that the 
whole army was in retreat," and that my own men were indi* 
vidnally making back for the stone bridge. Corcoran and I 
formed the bri^de into an inregalar sqiiare^ but it felltopieoea; 
and, along with a crowd, disoiganized but not much scared, 
the brigade got bock to CentreTiUe to our former camps. Cor 
ooran was captured, and held a prisoner for some time ; but I 
got safe to Centreville. I saw General McDowell in Centreville^ 
and understood that several of his divisions had not been en 
gaged at all, that he would reorganize them at Centreville, and 
tliere await the enemy. I got my four regiments in parallel 
lines in a Held, the same in which we had camped before the 
battle, and had lain duu n to sleep under a tree, when I heard 
some one asking for me. I called out where I was, when Gen- 
eral Tyler in person gave me orders to march back to our camps 
at Fort Corcoran. I aroused my aides, gave them orders to 
call up the sleeping men, have each regiment to leave the field 
bv a tiank and to take the same road back bv which we had 
come. It was near midnight, and the road was full of troops, 
wagons, and batterio?. AYe tried to keep our regiments separate, 
but all became inextricably mixed. Toward morning we reached 
Vienna, where I slept some hours, and the next day, aboutnoon, 
we reached Fort Corcoran. 

A slow, mizzling rain had set in, and probably a more gloomy 
day never presented itself. AU organization seemed to be at an 
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end ; but I and nij staff labored hard to collect our men into 
their proper companies and into tlieir former camps, and, on tlie 
23d of J ulj, I moved the Second "Wisconsin and Seventy-ninth 
New York closer in to Fort Corcoran, and got things in better 
order than I had expected. Of conrse, we took it for granted 
that the rebels would bo on onr heels, and we accordingly pro. 
pared to defend onr posts. By the 25th I had collected sdl the 
materials, made my report, and had my brigade about as well 
governed as any in that army ; although most of the ninety-day 
men, espedaUy the Sixty-ninth, had become extremely tired of 
die war, and wanted to go home. Some of them were so mn- 
tinonsy at one tune, that I had Ayres's battery tounlimber, 
threatening, if they dared to leave camp without orders, I would 
open fire on them. Drills and the daily exerdsies were resumed, 
and I ordered that at the three principal roll-calls the men 
should form ranks with belts and muskets, and that they should 
keep their nmks until I in person had received the reports and 
had dismisBed' them. The Sixty-ninth still occupied Fort Cor- 
coran, and one morning, after reveille, when I had just received 
the report, had {lisnii?se<:l the regiment, and was lea\ing, I found 
myself in a crowd oi' men crossing the drawbridge on their way 
to a Lai'u close by, "wliere they luul their binks ; among them 
was an olhcer, wlio said : " Colonel, 1 am going to Xew York to- 
day. "What can I do for you?" I answered: "How can you 
go to Xew "i'ork ? I do not remonil>er to have signed a h ave 
for you." He said, " Xo ; ho did nut want a leave. Ho had 
eOLiMLred to serve three month.-J, anil had already served more 
than that time. H the Government did n^)t intend to pay him, 
he could atTonl to lose the monev ; that he was a law^'cr, and had 
neglected his business long enough, and was then going home." 
I noticed that a good many of the soldiers had paused about us 
to listen, and ]<now that, if tliis otficer could defy me, they 
also would. So 1 turned on him sharp, and said : " Captain, thig 
question of your term of service has been submitted to the right- 
ful authority, and the deciBipn has been published in orders. 
I'ou are a soldier, and must submit to orders till you are prop- 
erly discharged. If you attempt to leave without orders, it will 
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be mutiny, and I will slioot you like a dog I Go Lack into tlie 
fort iwio, instantly, and don't daro. to leave without my consent." 
I had on an overcoat, and may have had iny hand about the 
breast, for he looked at me hard, paused a moment, and then 
turned back into the fort. The men scattered, and I returned 
to the house wlicrc I was quartered, close by. 

That same day, wliicli must have been about July 2Cth, I was 
near the river-bank, looking at a block-house which had been 
built for the defense of the aqueduct, when I saw a carriage 
coming by the load that crossed the I'otomac Biver at George- 
town by a ferry. I thought I recognized in the carriage die 
person of President Lincoln. I hurried acroBB a bend, so as to 
atand by the road-aide aa the carriage passed. I was in uniform, 
with a sword on, and was recognized by Mr. Lincoln and Mr. 
Seward, who rode Bide by aide in an open hack. I inquired if ' 
they were going to my camps, and Mr. linooln said : " Yes ; / 
we heard that yon had got over the big scares and we thoughy 
we would come over and see the ' boys.' " The roads had beeii 
much changed and were roug^ I asked if I might give direo-' 
tions to his coachman, he promptly invited me to jump i^ 
and to tell the coachman which way to drive. Intending to 
begin on the ri^ and f oUow round to the left, I turned the 
driver into a side-road which led np a veiy steep hill, and, seeing 
a soldier, called to him and srat him up hurriedly to announce to 
the colonel (Bennett, I think) that the President was coming. 
As we slowly ascended the hill, I discovered that Mr. Lincoln 
was full of feeling, auil wanted, to encDuratje our men. I a^ked 
if he intended to speak to them, and he said he would like to. 
I asked him then to please discourage all cheering, noise, or any 
sort of confusion ; that we had had enough of it before 13ull 
Run to ruin any set of men, and that what wo nenle 1 were cool, 
thoughtful, hard-lighting soldiers — no more hurrahing, no more 
hmnbug, lie took my remarks in the most perfect good-nature. 
Before we h;ul reached the first camp, I heanl the (h-um beating 
the " assembly," saw the men running for their tents, and in a 
few minutes the regiment was in line, arms presented, and then 
brought to an order and parade rest 1 " 
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Mr. Lincoln stood up in the carriage, and made one of tlie 
neatest, best, and most feeling addresses I ever listened to, re- 
fen-ing to our late disaster at Bull Run, the high duties that 
Btill devolved on us, and the brighter days yet to come. At one 
or two points the soldiers began to cheer, but he promptly 
checked them, saying : " Don't cheer, boys. I oonfess I rather 
like it myself, but Colonel Sherman here says it is not military; 
and I guess we had better defer to his opinion." In winding 
up, he explained that, &s President, he was commander-in-diief ; 
that he was resolved that the soldiers should have every thing 
that the law allowed ; and he called on one and all to appeal to 
him personally in case they were wronged. The effect of this 
speech was excellent. 

We passed along in the same manner to all the camps of 
my brigade ; and Mr. lonooln complimented me highly for the 
Older, cleanliness, and discipline, that he obeerved. Indeed, he 
and Mr. Seward both assured me that it was the first br^t 
moment they had experienced since the battle. 

At last we reached Fort Corcoran. The carriage could not 
enter, so I ordered the regiment, without arms, to coinc outside, 
and rratluT about Mr. Lincoln, who would speak to them. lie 
made to them tlie same feeling address, with more personal al- 
lusions, because of their special gallantry in the battle under 
Corcoran, who was still a prisoner in tlio hands of the enemy ; 
and he concluded with the same general offer of redress in case 
of grievance. In the crowd I saw the officer with whom I had 
liad the pas*ige at reveille that morning. His face was pale, 
and lips compressed. I foresaw a scene, but sat on the front 
seat of the carriage as quiet as a lamb. This officer forced his 
way through the crowd to the carriage, and said : " Mr. Presi- 
dent, I have a cause of grievance. This morning I went to 
speak to Colonel Sherman, and he threatened to shoot me." 
Mr. Lincoln, who was still standings said, " Threatened to shoot 
you ? " Yes, sir, he threatened to shoot me.^' Mr. lancoln 
looked at him, then at me^ and stooping his tall, spare form 
toward the officer, said to him in a load stage-whisper, easily 
heard for some yards around: ^'Well, if I were yon, and he 
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threatened to shoot, I would not trust him, for I beUeve he 
would do it." The officer turned about and disfl^peared, and 
the men laughed at liim. Soon the carriage drove on, and, as 
we deaoended the hill, I explained the fadbs to the President, 
who answered, ^ Of conrBe I didn't know any thing about it, 
but I thought yoa knew yoor own bnaineBB best'* I thanked 
him for his oonfidenoe^ and asBored him that what he had done 
would go far to enable me to maintain good discipline, and it did. 

B7 this thne tiie day was well spent I asked to take mj 
leave, and the President and Mr. Seward droyo baek to Wash- 
ington. This spirit of mutiny was common to the whole army, 
and was not subdued till several regiments or parts of regiments 
had been ordered to Fort Jefferson, Florida, as punishment. 

General McDowell had resumed Lis headquarters at the Ar 
lington House, and was husily engaged in restoring order to his 
army, sending off the ninety-days men, and replacing them by 
regiments which had come under the three-years calh AVe were 
all trembling lest we should be held personally accountable for 
the disastrous result of the battle. General McClcllan had been 
summoned from the West to Washington, and ehanges in the 
subordinate commands were announced almo.«t daily. I remem- 
ber, a3 a group of officers were talking in tlie larL'-o room of the 
Arlington House, used as the adjutant-generaFs office, one even- 
ing, some young officer came in with a list of the new brigadiers 
just announced at the War Department, which embraced the 
names of Heintzelman, Keyes, Franklin, Andrew Porter, W. 
T. Sherman, and others, who had been colonels in the battle, 
and all of whom had shared the common stam|»ede. Of course^ 
we discredited the truth of the list ; and Heintselman broke out 
in his naaal vdce, By — — , it's all a lie I £very moth- 
er's son of you will be cashiered." We all felt he was right, 
but, neverlhelesB, it was true ; and we were all announced in 
genenl orders as brigadier-genenls of volunteers. 

General Mcdellan arrived, and, (m assuming command, eon- 
finned McDowell's oi^ganization. Instead of coming over the 
river, as we expected, he took a house in Washington, and only 
came over from time to time to have a review or inspection. 
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I had recdved several new regimeiit% and had hegnn two new 
forts on the hUl or plateaii| ahove and &rther ont than Fort 
Corcoran; and I organized a spiem of drills, embiadng the 
' evolntions of the line^ all of which was new to me^ and I had to 
learn the taedca from books ; but I was conyinoed that we had 
a long, hard war before ns, and made up mj mind to begin at 
the Yesty beginning to prepare for it. 

Angnst was passing, and troops were poqring in fi^om all 
quarters ; General McClellan told me he intended to organize an 
army of a hundred thousand men, with one hundred li eld-bat- 
teries, and I Btill ho})ed liu would coiue on our side of the Poto- 
mac, pitch lii3 tent, and prepare fur real hard work, but his 
headquarters still remained in a house in Washington City. I 
then thought, and still think, that was a fatal mistake. II is 
chuice as general-in-chief at the tune was fully justified by his 
high reputation in the army and country, and, if he then had 
any political views or ambition, I surely did not suspect it. 

About the middle of August I got a note from 13ri<r:idier- 
General Kobert Anderson, asking me to come and see him at 
his room at Willard's Hotel. I rode over and found him in 
conversation with several gentlemen, and ho explained to me 
that events in Kentuc]cy were approaching a oriais ; that the 
Legislature was in session, and ready, as soon as properly backed 
hy the General Govenunent> to take open sides for the Union 
cause ; that he was offered the command of the Department of 
the Cumberland, to embrace Kentucky, Tennessee, etc., and that 
he wanted help, and that the President had offei*ed to allow him 
to select ont of the new brigadiers four of his own choice. I 
had been a lieutenant in Captain Anderson's company, at Fort 
Moultrie^ from 1843 to 1846, and he explained that he wanted 
me as his right hand. He also indicated Ge(Vge H. Thomas, D. 
0. Bnell, and Bumside, as the other three. Of course, I always 
wanted to go West, and was perfectly willing to go with Ander- 
son, especially in a subordinate capacity. We agreed to call on 
the President on a subsequent day, to talk with him about it, 
and we did. It hardly seems probable that lir. Uncoln should 
have come to Willard's Hotel to meet us, but my impression is 
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that he did, and that General Anderson liad some difficulty in 
prevailing on him to appoint George H. Thomas, a native of 
Virginia, to be brigadier-general, because so many Southern 
officers had already played false ; but I was still more emphatic 
in my indorsement of him by reason of my talk with him at 
the time he crossed the Potomac with Patterson's armv, when 
Mr. Lincoln promised to appoint liim and to assign him to duty 
with General Anderson, hi this interview ynik Mr. lincoln, I 
also ezplained to him my extreme desire to serre in a sabordi- 
nate capacity, and in no event to be left in a saperior command. 
He promised me this with promptness, making the jocular xe- 
mark that his chief trouble was to find places for the too many 
generals who wanted to be at the head of aSuia, to command 
armieSy etc* 

The official order is dated— 

HiADqiiumns ov ns Abut, ) 
W<AiBiv«rov, Avgvtt 24, 1861. ) 

The follo\^ ing ossigTiTTiont is mnflo of the general officers of the volan* 
teer Bcrvico, whose appointment was annoonced in General Orders Ifo. 62, 
from the War Department : 

To the Department of the Oamberland, Brigadier-General Bobert An- 
derson commanding : 

Brigadier-General W. T. Shennan, 

Brigadier^General George H. Thomas. 

Bj Mmummd of lieotenant-General Seott: 

IS. J>. Xowsund^ AMrittM Aigutant-Chiimral, 

After some days, I was relieved in command of my hrigado 
and post hj Brigiidier General Fitz-John Porter, and at once 
took my departure for Cincinnati, Ohio, via Cresson, Penn- 
Bylvania^ where General Anderson was with his family ; and 
he, Thomas, and I, met by appointment at the honae of hia 
brother, Larz Anderson, Esq., iji OinoumatL We were there col 
the Ist and 2d of September, when several prominent gentlemen, 
of Eentncky met ns to discnaa the aituation, among whom were- 
Jackaon, Barlaiii Speed, and otherBL At that time, Williani' 
18 
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Nelson, aa offio^ of the navy, had been oommisrioned a briga- 
die^general of TdnnfeeeiBi and bad bis oamp at Dick Robinson, 
a few mUee beyond the KentnekyBiyer, sontb of Kicbolasville ; 

and Brigadier-General L. IT. Roussean had another camp at 
Jeffersonville, opposite Louisville. The State Legislature was 
in session at Frankfort, and was ready to take detinite action as 
soon as General Anderson was prepared, for the ^^tate was 
threatened* with invasion from Temiessee, by two forces: one 
from the direction of Nashville, commanded by Generals Albert 
Sidney Johnston and Buckner; and the other from the direction 
of Cumberland Gap, commanded by Generals Crittenden and 
Zollicoffer. General Anderson saw that he had not force enouirh 
to resist these two columns, and concluded to send me in person 
for help to Indianapolis and Springfield, to confer with the 
Governors of Indiana, and IllinoiB, and to General Fremont, 
who commanded in St. Xiouis. 

McClellan and Fremont were the two men toward whom 
tbe conntry looked as the great Union leaders, and toward them 
were streaming the newly-raised regiments of infantry and cav- 
alry, and batteries of artillery; nobody seeming to think of the 
intervening link covered by Kentucky. While I was to make 
this tonr, Generals Anderson and Thomas were to go to Lonia^ 
viUe and initiate tbe department. Kone of na had a stafi, or any 
of tbe machinery for organizing an aimy, and, indeed, we bad 
no army to organize. Ajiderson was empowered to raise regi- 
ments in Kentacky, and to eommission a few brigadier-generals. 

At Indianapolis I found QoTemor Horton and all tbe State 
offieiab bnsy in equipping and providing for tbe new regi- 
ments, and my object was to divert some of them toward 
Kentucky ; bat they were called for as fast as tbey were mns- 
tered in, dther for tbe army of McOleOan or Fremont. At 
Springfield also I found the same general activity and zea], 
Governor Yates busy in providing for his men; but these men 
also had been promised to Fremont. I thou went on to St. 
Louis, whore all was seeming activity, bustle, and preparation. 
Meeting R. M. Kenick at the Planters' House (where I stopped), 
I inquired whore I could tind General Fremont, llenick said, 
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" T\niat do yoii want with General Fremont?" I said I had 
come to see him on business ; and he added, " You don't sup 
po6e that he will see such as jou 1 " and went on to retail all the 
scandal of the day: that Fremont was a great potentate, snr- 
ronnded by eentries and guards ; that he had a more ahowy 
court than any real king ; that he kept senators, governors, and 
the first dtisenSy dancing attendance for days and weeks before 
granting an audience, etc; that if I expected to see him on 
bnsinessy I would have to make my application in writing, and 
sabmit to a dose semtiny by his chief of staf! and by his civil 
somnndings. Of course I landed at all this, and renewed my 
ample inquiry as to where was his ofSoe, and was informed that 
he resided and had his office at Major Brant's new house on 
Chouteau Avenue. It was tiien late in the afternoon, and I con- 
cluded to wait till the next morning ; but that night I received 
ft dkpatch from Qeneral Anderson in Louisville to huny back, 
is events were pressing, and he needed me. 

Accordingly, I rose early next morning before daybreak, got 
breakfast with tlie early railrcuid-passengers, and about sunrise 
was at tlie gate of General Fremont's head(juarters. A sen- 
tinel witli drawn sabre paraded up and down in front of the 
house. I had on my undress uniform indicating my rank, and 
inquired of the sentinel, " Is General Fremont up?" lie an- 
swered, "I don't know." Seeing that he was a s(jldier by hia 
bearing, I spoke in a sharp, emphatic voice, " Then find out." 
lie called fur the corporal of tlie guard, and soon a fine-looking 
German sergeant came, to whom I addressed the same inrpiiry. 
He in turn did not know, and I bade him find put, as I had 
immediate and important business with the general. The ser 
geant entered the house by the frout-basement door, and after 
ten or fifteen minutes the main front-door above was slowly 
opened from the inside, and who should appear but my old 
San Francisco acquaintance Isaiah G. Woods, whom I had not 
seen or heard of since his flight to Australia, at the time of the 
failure of Adams Oo. in 1855 1 He ushered me in hastily, 
dosed the door, odd conducted me into the office on the right 
of the hall. We were glad to meet, after so long and event* 
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till nn interval, and mutually inquired after our respective 
families and special acquaintances. I found that lie was a 
commissioned officer, a major on duty with Fremont, and 
Major Eaton, now of the Fajmaster's Department, was in the 
BBine office with liini. I explained to them that I had come 
from General Anderson, and wanted to confer with Qeneral 
Fremont in person. Woods left me, bnt soon retnzned, said 
the general wonld see me in a very few minutes, and within 
ten minntes I was shown across the hail into the large parlor, 
where General Fremont recdved me Tcry politelj* We had 
met before, as earlj as 1847, in Oslifomia, and I had also seen 
him sever^ times when he was senator. I then in a rapid 
manner ran otst all the points of interest in Qeneral Anderson's 
new sphere of action, Loped he would spare ns horn, the new 
levies what troops he oonld, and generally act in concert with 
VB, He told me that his first bnsbiess would be to drive the 
rebel General Price and his armj ont of Hissonri^ when he 
would tnm his attention down the Mississippi. He asked my 
opinion about the various kinds of tiold-artillery whicli manu- 
» facturers were thrusting on him, especially the then newly- 
invented James gun, and afterward our conversation took a 
wide turn about the character of the principal citizens of St. 
Louis, with whom I was well acquainted. 

Telling General Fremont that I had l)een summoned to 
Louisville, and that I should leave in the lirst train, viz., at 3 
p. M., I took mv leave of him. Returning to Wood's ollice, I 
found there two more Califomianp, viz., Messrs. Palmer and 
Haskell, so I felt that, while Fremont might be suspicious of 
Others, he allowed free ingress to his old Califomia acquaint- 
ances. ' 

Returning to the Planters' House, I heard of Beard, an- 
other Calif omian, a Mormon, who liad the contract for the 
line of redoubts which Fremont had oi-dered to be constructed 
aromid the city, before he would take his departure for the 
interior of the State; and while I stood near the office^nnter, 
I saw old Baron Steinbeiger, a prince among our earlj California 
adventm^rs^ oome in and look oyer lihe register. I avoided him 
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on purpose, but his presence in St. Louis recalled tlic maxim, 
"Where the vultures are, tliere is a carcass close by;" and I 
suspected that the profitable contracts of the quartermaster, 
McKinstry, had drawn to St. Louis some of the most enter- 
prising men of California. I suspect they can account for the 
fact that, in a very short time, Fremont fell from his high estate 
in Missomi, by reason of frauds, or supposed £raudS| in the ad- 
ministration of the affairs of his oommaod. 

I left St Louis that afternoon and reached Louisville the 
next morning. I found General Anderson quartered at the 

Louisville Hotel, and he had taken a dwelling house on 

Street as an office. Captain O. D. Greene was his adjutan^gen- 
eral, Lieatenant Throckmorton his aide^ and CSaptain Prime, of 
fhe Engmeer Corps, was on dnty with him. Goieral Geoige 
H. Thomas had been dispatched to camp Dick Bohinson, to 
relieve Nelson. 

The city was foil of all sorts of nunors. The Legislatmre^ 
moved by considerations purely of a political nature, had taken 
the step, whatever it was, that amonnted to an adherence to the 
Union, instead of joining the abeady-eeeeded States. This was 
nniversally known to be the signal for action. For it we were 
utterly unprepared, whereas the rebels were fully prepared, 
(uncial Sidney Johnston immediately crossed into Kentucky, 
and advanced as far as Bowling Green, which he began to 
fortify, and thence dispatched General Buckner with a division 
forward toM'ard Louisville; General Zollicolfer, in like manner, 
entered the State and advanced as far as Somerset. On the 
day I reached Louisvibe the excitement ran high. It was 
kno^m that Columbus, Kentucky, had been occupied, September 
Tth, by a strong rebel force, under Generals Pillow and Polk, 
and that General Grant had moved from Cairo and occupied 
Padncih in force on the 6th. Many of the rebel families ex- 
pected Buckner to reach Louisville at any moment. That night, 
General Anderson sent for me, and I found with him Mr. 
Guthrie, president of the Louisville & Nasliville ^Railroad, 
who had in his hands a dispatch to the effect that the bridge 
aeroBS the Boiling Fork of Salt Creek, less than thirty miles 
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out, had been burned, and tliat Baolmefr's force, en route for 

Louisville, had been detained beyond Green Biyer by a train 
thrown from tlie trade. "We learned afterward that a man 
!i:niied JJird had displaced a rail on purpose to throw the train 
off the tra^.'k, and tlicrc])v give us time. 

Mr. Guthrie explained that in the raviue just Leyoud Salt 
Creek were several high and irapoi'tant trestles wliich, if de- 
stroyed, would take months to replace, and Gcueral Anderson 
thought it well worth the elTort to save them. Also, on Mul- 
draugh'sllill beyond, was a strong position, which had in former 
yeai-8 been used as the site. for tlie State " Camp of Instnietion," 
and we all supposed that General Buekncr, who was familiar 
witli the ground, was aiming for a position there, from which 
to operate on Louisville. 

All the troops wo Isad to emmteract Uuckncr were Rousseau's 
Legion, aad a few Home Guards in Louisville. The former were 
still encamped across the river at Jefferson ville ; so General 
Anderson ordered me to go over, and with them, and snch 
Home Guards as we could collect, malvc the effort to secure pos- 
session of Muldraugh's Hill before Bnckner could reach it. I 
took Captain Prime with me, and crossed over to Bousseau'a 
camp. The long^roll iraa beaten, and within an honr the men, 
to the number of about one thousand, were marehing for the 
feny-boat and for the Kashville depot. Keantime General 
Anderson had sent to collect some Home Guards, snd Mr. Guth- 
rie to get the trains ready. It was after midnight before we 
began to move. The trains proceeded slowly, and it was day- 
break when we reached Lebanon Junction, twenty-six miles out, 
where we disembarked, and marched to the bridge over Salt 
Biver, which we found had been burnt ; whether to prevent 
Buckner coming into LomsvOlo, or ns from going out, was not 
clear. Rousseau's Legion forded the stream and marched up to 
the State Camp of Instruction, timling the hiirh trestles all 
securu. The railroad-hands went to work at once to rebuild the 
bridge. I remained a cou])le of days at Lebanon Junction, dur- 
ing which General Anderson forwarded two regiments of volun- 
teers that had come to him. Before the bridge was done we 



Digmzea by LiOO^lc 



1861-'62.J BULL RUN TO PADUCAH. 199 

advanced the whole camp to the summit of Muldrau^L s Ilill, 
just back of Elizabethtown. There I learned detinitely that 
General Buckner had not crossed Green Eiver at all, that Gen- 
eral Sidney Johnston was fortifying Bowling Green, and pre- 
paring for a systematic advance into Kentucky, of which he 
was a native, and with whose people and geography he must 
have been familiar. 

As fast as fresh troops reached Louisville, they were sent 
out to me at Muldraugh's Hill, where I was endeavoring to 
'put them into sliapc for Birvice, and by the 1st of October I 
had the equivalent of a division of two brigades preparing to 
move forward toward Green Kiver. The daily correspondence 
between General Anderson and- myself satisiied me that the 
worry and harassment at Louisville were exhausting his strength 
and health, and that he would soon leave. On a telegraphic 
summons from him, about the 5th of October, I went down to 
Lonisville, when General Anderson said he could not stand the 
mental torture of his command any longer, and that he mnst go 
away, or it wonld kill him. On the 8th ol October he actoaUj 
publiaihed an order relinqnishing the command, and, hj reason 
of mj seniority, I had no .altematiye but to assume command, 
though much against the grain, and in direct violation of Mr. 
Lincoln's promise to ma I am certain that, in mjr earliest com- 
munication to the War Deportment, I renewed the expression 
of mj wish to remain in a subordinate position, and that I re- 
ceived the assurance that Brigadier-General Buell would soon 
arrive from California, and would be sent to relieve me. 

By that time I had become pretty familiar with ilie geogra- 
phy and the general resources of Kentucky. "We had parties 
|all over the State raising regiments and companies ; but it was 
j manifest that the young men were generally inclined to the cause 
j'of the South, while tlic older jucn of property wanted to bo let 
l^algj>e — i. c, to remain neutral. As to a forward movement that 
f^iU, it was simply impracticable ; for we were forced to use 
divergent linos, leading our columns farther and farther apart; 
and all I could attempt was to go on and collect force and ma- 
terial at the two points already chosen, viz., Dick Bobinson and 
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Elizabeditown. Qenend Geoige H. Thomas still continued to 
command tiie f onnor, and on the 12tii of October I dispatdied 
AigadicK^jteneinl k» KeD, McCook to* command the hitter, 
whidi had heen moyed forward to Nolin Greek, fifty-two miles 
ont of Lonisville^ toward Bowling Qreen. Sti^-offioerB began 
to arrive to relieye ns of the constant dmdgeiy which, np to 
that time) had been forced on Q«neral Anderson and myself ; 
and these were all good men. Colonel Thomas Swords, quarter- 
master, arrived on the 13th ; Paymaster Lamed on the 14th ; and 
Lieutenant Smyzcr, Fifth Artilleiy, acting ordnance-ot^cer, on 
the 20tli ; Captain Sjmouds was already ou duty as the com- 
niissiiry of subsistence ; Captain O. D. Greene was the adjutant- 
general, and completed a good working staff. 

The everlasting worry of citizens complaining of every petty 
delinquency of a soldier, and forcing themselves forward to 
discuss politics, made the position of a commanding general 
no pinecnre. I continued to strengthen the two corps forward 
and their routes of Bupj^ly ; all the time expecting tliat Sidney 
Johnston, who was a real general, and who had as correct infor- 
mation of our situation as I had, would unite his force with Zol- 
licoffer, and fall on Thomas at Dick Eobinson, or McCook at 
Nolin. Had he done so in Octo])cr, 1861, he could have walked 
into Louisville, and the vital part of the population would have 
hailed him as a deliverer. Why he did not, was to me a mys- 
tery then and is now ; for I Imow that he saw ihe move, and 
had his wagons loaded np at one time for a start toward Frank- 
fort, paasing between onr two camps. Gonsciotis of onr weakness, 
I was mmecessarily nnhappy, and donbtless exhibited it too 
mooh to those near me; bat it did seem to me that the Gk>vem- 
ment at Washington, intent on the larger preparations of Fre- 
mont in Kissonii and McGeiUan in Washington, actually ignored 
ns in Kentucky. 

Ahont this time, say the middle of October, I received notice, 
by telegraph, that the Secretary of War, Mr. Cameron (then in 
8t Louis), would visit me at Louisville, on his way back to Wash- 
ington. I was delighted to have an opportunity to properly 
represent the actual state of affairs, and got Mr. Guthrie to 
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go with me acro^ss to Jeffersonville, to meet the Secretary of 
War and escort him to Louisville. The train was behind time, 
but Mr. Guthrie and I waited till it actually arrived. Mr. 
Cameron was attended by Adjutant-General Lorenzo Thomas, 
and six or seven gentlemen who turned out to be newspaper re- 
porters. Mr. Cameron's first inquiry was, when he could start 
for Cincinnati, saying that, as he had been detained at St. Louis 
80 long, it was important he should hurry on to Washington. 
I explained that the regular mail-boat would leave very soon 
— viz., at 12 M. — ^but I begged him to come over to Louisville ; 
that I wanted to sec him on businm 88 important as any in 
AV^ashington, and hoped he would come and spend at least a day 
with us. Ue asked if every thing was not well with us, and I 
told him far from it ; that things were actnallj bad, as bad as 
bad could be. This seemed to surprise him, and Mr. Guthrie 
added his penmasionto mine; when Mr. Oamero% learning that 
he oould leave Louisville by lafl via Frankfort next morning 
early, and make the same oonneeiaons at Oinoinnati, consented 
to go with US to Louisville, with the distinct nnderstanding that 
he must leave early the next morning for Washington. 

We accordingly all took hacks, croased the river by the ferry, 
and drove to the Gait Honse, where I was then ataying. Brig- 
adier-General T. X Wood had come down from Indianapolis by 
the same train, and was one of the party. "We all proceeded to 
my room on the first floor of the Gait House, where our excel- 
lent landlord, Silas Miller, Esq., scut us a good lunch and some- 
thing to drink. Mr. Cameron was not well, and lay on my bed, 
but joiued in the general conversiition. lie and his party seemed 
to be full of the particulars of the developments in St. Louis of 
some of Fremont's extravagant contracts and expenses, which 
were the occasion of Cameron's trip to St. Louis, and which 
finally resulted in Fremont's being relieved, first by General 
Himter, and after by General H. W. Tf alleck. 

After some general conversation, ]\rr. Cameron called to me, 
!N^ow, General Sherman, tell us of your troubles." I said I 
preferred not to discuss business with so many strangers present. 
He said, They are all friends, ail members of my family^ and 
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yon may speak your mind freely and without restraint." I am 
sure 1 stepped to the door, locked it to prevent intrusion, and 
then fully and fairly represented the state of affairs in Ken- 
tucky, especially the bituation and numbers of my troops. I curii- 
]>Iained that tlic new levies of Ohio and Lidiana were diverted 
Eat^t and West, and wo got scarcely any thing ; that our forced 
at Kolin and Dick liobinson were powerless for invasion, and 
only tempting to a general such as we believed Sidney Johnston 
to be ; that, if Johnston cliose, he could march to Louisville any 
day. Cameron exclaimed : " You astonish me ! Our informants, 
the Kentucky Senators and members of Congress, claim that they 
hftve in Kentucky plenty of men, and all they want are arma 
and money." I then said it was not true; for the young men 
were anning and croing out openly in broad daylight to the 
rebel camps, provided with good horses and gmiB by their fa- 
thers, who were at best " neutral ; " and as to arms, he had, in 
Washington, promised General Anderson forty thousand of the 
best Springfield muskets, instead of which we had reoeiTed onlj 
about twelye thousand Belgian mnskets, which the Governor 
of Pennsylvania had ref need, as had also the Govemw of Ohio, 
but whidi had been adjudged good enough for KentncI^. 
I asserted that volunteer colonels raising regiments in various 
parts of the State had come to Louisville for arms, and when 
they saw what I had to offer had scorned to receive them— to 
confirm the truth of which I appealed to Mr. Guthrie, who said 
that every word I had spoken was true, and ho repeated what 1 
had often heard him say, that no man who owned a slave or a 
mule in Kentuekv could be trusted. 

Mr. Cameron aj^peared alanned at what was said, and turned 
to Adjutant-General L. Thomas, to incpiire if he knew of any 
' • troops available, that had not been already assii^ncd. Ho 
mentioned Xegley's Pennsylvania Brigade, at Pittsliurg, and 
a couple of other regiments that were then en route ii»r St. 
Louis. 1s\y. CuMieron ordered him to divert these to Louisville, 
and Thomas made the telegrapliic orders on the spot. JTo 
iiirther promised, on reaching Washington^ to give us more of 
his time and assistance 
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In the general conversation whii-li followed, I rememl)er talc- 
ing a large map of the United States, and assnraing the people 
of the whole South to be in rebellion, that our task was to subdue 
tlicni, showed that McClellan was on the left, having a frontage 
of less than a hundred miles, and Fremont the right, about the 
same; whereas I, the centre, had froTii the Big Sandy to Padu- 
cah, over three hundred miles of frontier; that McCleUan had a 
hundred thousand men, Fremont sixty thoiuand, whereas to me 
had only been allotted about eighteen thousand. I argued that, 
for the purpose of defense, we should have sixty thonsand men 
at once^ and for offense, would need two hundred thousand, be- 
fore we were done. Mr. Cameron, who still lay on the bed, 
threw np his hands and ezdaimed, ^' Qreat God 1 where are they 
to come from! " I asserted that there were plenty of men at the 
Korth, ready and willing to come, if he would only accept their 
services ; for it was notorious that regiments had been formed 
in all the Northwestern States^ whose services had been refused 
by the War Department, on the ground that Ihey would not 
be needed. We discussed all these matters fully, in the most 
friendly spirit, and I thought I had aroused Mr. Cameron to a 
realization of the great war that was before us, and was in fact 
upon us. I heard him tell General Thomas to make a note of 
our conversation, that he might attLiid to my requests on 
reaehini,' AVasIiington. We all spent the evening together 
agreeably in conversation, many Union citizens calling to pay 
their respects, and the next morning early we took the train for 
Frankfort ; Mr. Cameron and party going on to Cincinnati and 
"Washington, and I to Camp Dick Kobinson to see General 
Thomas and the troops there. 

I found General Thomas in a taveni, with most of his regi- 
ments camped about him. He had sent a small force some miles 
in advance toward Cumberland Gap, \mder Brigadier-General 
Schoei)f. jKemaining there a couple of days, I returned to 
Louisville; on the 2-2(1 of October, General Negley's brigade 
arrived in boats from Pittsburg, was sent out to Camp Xolin ; 
and the Thirty-seyenth Indiana, Colonel ITazzard, and Second 
Minnesota, Colonel Van Cleye;, also reached LouisTille by rail, 



Digiiizoa by LiOO^lC 



20^ 



BULL BUN TO PADUOAH. 



[1861-'6a. 



and were posted at Eli2al)ctlitown and Lebanon Janction. Theso 
were the same troops wliich had been ordered by Mr. Cameron 
when at Louisville, and tboy were all that 1 received thereafter, 
prior to my leaving Kentucky. On reaching Washington, Mr. 
Cameron called on General Thomas, as he himself afterward told 
me, to submit liis memorandum of events during his absence, 
and in that memorandnin was mentioned my insane request for 
two hundred thousand men. By some newspaper man this waa 
seen and published, and, before I had the least conception of it, 
I was universally published throughout the country as " insane, 
crazy," etc Witlioat any knowledge, however, of this facty I 
had previouRly addressed to the Adjatant-Greneral of the army 
at Washington this letter: 

IISADQOARTBSS DXFABTMSJrT OV TBS COKBBBLAXO, I 

To General L. Thomas, Adjutant- Oeneral^ Wathington^ D. O, 

Smi On mj arrival at Camp Dick Kobiuson, I foaad General Tboouw 
had gkationed a Efioftoel^ reg^oit ■& Book Oi^e HiD, beyond a xivor of 
tho same name, and liad sent an Ohio and an&idiana legimont fbrward in 
aapport Ho waa embarraaaed for tranqKirtatioD, and I aothoriaed him to 
hire teams, and to move bis whole force nearer to bis ndvanre^uard, so as 
to support it, as ho had information of the approach of ZollicoUer toward 
Lon'lon. I have just hcnrd from him, that ho had sent forward General 
Schoepf with Colonel "Wulford's cavalry, Colonel Steadman's Ohio regiment, 
and a battery of artillery, followed on a succeeding day by a Tennessee 
brigade. lie had still two Kontaoky regiments, the Thirty-eighth Ohio and 
another hattery of artillery, with wliioh he waa to follow yeaterday. Tbia 
foroe, if oonoentrated, ahoidd he strong enough for thepnxpoae ; at aU erents^ 
it ia all he had or I oonld giro him. 

I explained to yon fldlj, when here, the supposed position of our ndver- 
pririo?, among which was n force in the valley of V>1'^ Sandy, supposed to be 
advancing on Pari'^, Kcntu< kr. General Nelson at Mny sville wag instructed 
to collect all the men ho could, and Colonel Gill's rcu'inu nt of Ohio Volun- 
teers. Colonel Harris was already in position at Olympian Springs, and a 
regiment lay at Lexington, which I ordered to bib support. This learea 
the line of Thomaa^s operations exposed, but I eannot help it I explained 
so ftalljto Tonrself and the Seoretarr of War the eondition of things, fliat 
I can add nothing new nntil farther dovelopements. Ton know my views 
that this great centre of onr field is too weak, tu too weak, and I have 
begged and implored till I dare not saj more. 
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Backner still is beyond Green River. ITo sent a detachment of bis 
men, variously estimated at from two to four tbousand toward Greens- 
burg. General Ward, with about one tboaaand men, retreated to Camp- 
beUabnrg^ when be called ta his Mrirtanoe tome pirtiaHy-foniMd re^ 
mentf to the number of about two thooiand. The eii«iiij did not adTsnoOk 
and General Ward was at last dates at Oampbellsbiirg. The offioera 
cbarged with raising rei^ments BNISt of necessity bo near their homes tO 
collect men, and for this reason are out of position; but at or near Greens 
bnrf^ find T>ebftnon, I desire to assemblo as large a forco of the Kcnturky 
VoluAteers as possible. This orijanization is necessarily irrcpnlar, but the 
necessity is so great that I must have them, and therefore have issued to 
tliem anus and clothing daring the process of formation. This haa facili- 
tated thdr enlistment; bat inaamoeh as the LegUatore has provided 
money for oigaoixlttg the Eentaeky Yolnnteeri^ and intmsted its dis- 
bursement to a board of loyal gentlemen, I hsTe endeaTored to ooOperate 
with them to hasten the formation of these corps. 

The great difficulty is, and has been, that as voluntcorg ofTer, wo have not 
arms and clothing to give them. The arms sent us are, as you already 
know, European moakets of nnoonth pattern, which the volunteers will not 
touch. 

General MoOook has now three brigades— Johnson's, Wood^ and 
Boassean's. Keif's brigade arrived to-daj, and will be sent out at onee. 
The lOmiesota regiment has also arrived, and will be sent forwsrd. Haa- 

zard^s regiment of Indiana troops I have ordered to the mouth of Bait 
Creek, an important point on the turnpike-road leading to Elizabethtown. 

I again repeat that our force here is out of all proportion to the impor- 
tance of the position. Our defeat would be disastrous to the nation ; and to 
expect of new men, who never bore arms, to do miracles, is not right. 
I am, with much respect, yoors truly, 

W. T. Bbebmak, linjadier-Otiural tmmmSing, 

About this time my atteutiou was drawn to the piiMieation in 
all the Eastern papers, which of course was copied at the West, 
of the report that I was " crazy, insane, and mad," that " I had 
demanded two hundred thousand men for the defense of Ken- 
tucky ; " and the authority given for this report was stated to be 
the Secretary of War himself, Mr. Cameron, who never, to my 
knowledge, took pains to affirm or deny it. My position was 
therefore simply unbearable^ and it is probable I resented the 
erael insnlt with language of intense feeling. Still I receiTed 
no orders, no regnforoements, not a word of enoonragement or 
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leliel. About November Ist, General HcOlellaii was appointed 
oommander-in-ehief of all the armies m the field, and by tde- 
graph called for a report from me. It is herewith giyea : 

HuiKRMsma DsPAimmrr or nix CrvBcitijun), ) 
Lovnmui, ExaruoKT, Aovtmier ^ 1661. ) 

General L. TRO\LABf Adjutant- General,, WathingUm^ D. C. 

Sir: In corapliance Avith llio telegrapLic orders of General McCIellan, 
received late lost niglit, I submit this report of the forces in Kentucky, 
and of tb«ir coodifioii. 

The tabular itatement abowa the position of tbe aoToral regiments. The 
camp at Nolin is at the present extremity of the Kashville Railroad. This 
fhrce was thrown forward to meet the advance of Backner's army, which 
t})cn fell back to Green River, twenty-three miles beyond. These regi- 
ments were substantially without Tneans of transportation, other than tho 
railroad, which is guarded at all dangerous points, yet is liable to interrup- 
tion at any moment, by the tearing up of a rail by the disaffected inhabi- 
tants or s hired enemy. These regiments are composed of good materials, 
bnt devoid of company otBoera of eiperieoeek and hare been pot nnder 
tfaorongh drill since being in camp. They are generally wdl dad, and 
provided for. Beyond Green IKver, the enemy has masked his forces, and 
it is Tory difBooIt to ascertain even the approximate nnmbeis. No pains 
have been spared to ascertain them, but without buccc?!', and it is well 
known that they far outnumber U3. Dc[)endin;^^ however, on tlio railroads 
to their rear for trausfiortatiun, they have not tlins far advanced this side of 
Gruen Kiver, except in marauding parties. This is tho proper line of ad- 
vanoe, bnt wiU require a very large force, certainly fifty tbonsand men, as 
their railroad ftdlities south enable them to concentrate at HnnfordaviUa 
the entire atrength of the South. Genenl UoOook^s oommand is diTided 
into four brigade^ nnder Generals Wood, B. W. Johnson, Bonsiean, and 
Negley. 

General Thomas's lino of operations is from Lexington, toward Cumber- 
land Gap and Ford, which are occupied by a force of rebel Tennesseeans, 
under tho command of Zollicoffer. Thomas occupies the position at Lon- 
don, in front of two roads which lead to the fertile part of Kentucky, tbe 
one by Richmond, and the other by Grab Orchard, with his resenre at 
Camp Dick Robinson, eight miles sonth of the Eentncky River. Bis pro- 
vidons and stores go \ff railroad from Cincinnati to Nicholasville, and 
thenoe In wagona to his several regiments. He is forced to hure transpor- 
tation. 

Brig-fldier-General Nelson is operating by tho line from Olympian Springs, 
east of Paris, on the Covington h Lexington Railroad, toward Proston- 
burg, in the valley of tbe Big Sandy, where is assembled a force of from 
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tNventy-fivo to tliirty-five hundred rebel Keatuckians waiting reenforce- 
ments from Virginia. My last report from him was to October 28th, at 
which time ho had Colonel ilarris'a Ohio Second, nine hundred strong; 
Colonel Norton's Twenty-first Ohio, one thonBand; uid Colonel SUl^s Tbir^ 
tj-third Ohio^ Mven hundred and flftj atrong; with two irregular Kentne^ 
regiments, Colonels Marshall and Metoalt These troops were on the road 
sear Ilazol Green and West libertj, advanoing toward Freatonbnrg. 

Upon an inspection of the map, jou will ohserre these are all divergent 
h'nea, bnt rendered necessary, from the fact that our enemies choose them 
■ as places of refuge from pursuit, where they can receive assistanco from 
neighboring States. Our lines are all too weak, probably with the ex- 
ception of that to Prestonburg. To strengthen these, I am iliruwn on the 
' raw loTies of Ohio and Indiana, who arriva in detaohmenta^ perfiMstty fraA 
from the eoimtnr, and loaded down with haggage, also upon the KentdK- 
iana^ who are alowlj forming regimenta all over the State, at polnta re- 
mote from danger, and whom it will be almost impossible to assemUe to- 
gether. The organization of this latter force is, by the laws of Kentucky, 
under the control of a 7ni!itary board of citizens, at the capital, Frankfort, 
and they think they will bo enabled to have fifteen regiments toward the 
middle of this month, but I doubt it, and deem it unsafe to rely on them. 
There are four regiments forming in the neighborhood of Owensboro', near 
the month of Green Biver, who are doing good servioa^ also in the neigh- 
borhood of OampbeUarine^ bnt it is miaafe to rely on troopa ao aoddenly 
armed and equipped. Thej are not yet clothed or nnifonned. I know 
well you will think onr force too widely distrlbnted, bnt we are foroed to it 
by the attitude of our enemies, whose force and nombera the country never 
has and probably never will comprehend. 

I am told that my estimate of troojts needed for this lino, viz., two 
hundred thousand, has been construed to my prejudice, and therefore leave 
it for the future. This is the great centre on which our enemies can con- 
centrate whatever force ia not employed etaewhere.- Detailed atatemenl 
of preaent Ibrce ind o a e d with thia. 

With great respect^ yonr obedient aenrant, . 

W. T. SHiBHAxr, Briifadi$r'0«ural commanding, 

BBlttAmgB-QIPTintAL MOOOOk's CAlfP, AT NOLIK, FIFTT-TWO MILES 
SSOV LOmSVILLB, SBNTITOKT, KOVBBCBEB 4, 1861. 

First Brigade (General RorssEAD).— Third Kentucky, Colonel Bulkloy ; 
Fourth Kentucky, Colonel Whittakor; First Cavalry, Colonel Board; 
Stone^s battery; two companies Xincteeutli United States Infantry, and 
two eompaniea Fiftitaith United States Infantry, Captain Gilman. 

ApMi JH|0iidlt(OeiMnd T. J. Woon).— Thirty-eighth Indiana, Oolonel 
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BorUnur; Thirt j-nintli Indiaiia, Ookod Hiwrim Tlurtittii Indiaaa, Colo- 
ad Baas ; Twen^r-ninUi Iiidlaoa» Oolonel IfiQflr. 

Third Briffttdi (Qeneral Johhsoit).— Forty-ninth Ohio, CSol<»iel Gibeon ; 
Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Dickey; Thirty-firartli IUinoi% Odooel King; Thir* 

tj-second Indiana, Colonel WUlacb. 

Fourth Brigade (General Neoley). — Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, 
Colonel Uambriglit ; Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, Colonel Sinnell ; Seven- 
ty-ninth Pennsylvania, Colonel Stambaugli ; Battery , Captain Mueller. 

Camp Dick Bobimon (General G. H. Tuomas). Kentucky, Odo- 

nd Bramlette ; — - Eenteokj, Ookmel Fry ; Kentneky Gaval^, Ooio> 

nelWoolford; FoorteeofhOhio^OoIoneLBteedman; Fint Artilleiy, Ckdonel 

Bamett; Third Ohio^ Odionel Garter; East Tenneeaee, Ooloiiel Bjrd. 

^^Bardttowri, Kentuehy. — Tenth Indiana, Colonel Hanson. 
^^raJ OrcJiard. — Thirty-third Indiana, Colonel Cobum. 

Jeffertontille^ Indiana, — Thirty-fourth Indiana, Colonel Steele ; Thirtj- 
■Ixth Indiana, Colonel Grose ; First Wisconsin, Colonel Starkweather. 

Mouth of Salt River. — Ninth Michigan, Colonel Duffield; Thirty- 
seventh Indiana, Colonel Hazzard. 

XsB«w» «rmli0m— Seoond lOanMOta, Golond Yan deve. 

Oliffn^^ian iS^M-in^— Seoond Oldo^ Colonel Harrii. 

OynHhianay jreiUtM]|f.-«Thlrlj-flfth Ohio, Colonel Yandever. 

NieholaniUe, JTtmfuciby.— Tveiktj-fint Ohio^ Oolonel Norton; Thirty- 
eighth Ohio, Colonel Bradley. 

Big Hill. — Seventeenth 8Lio, Colonel Connell. 

Coletbnrg. — Twenty-fourth Illinois, Colonel Uecker. 

Elizahethtoicn^ Kentucky. — Nineteenth Illinois, Colonel Torchin. 

Oweniboro'' or Henderton, — Thirty-first Indiana, Colonel Craft; Colo- 
nel Edwtrda, fonning Bodk Oistle; Colonel Boyle, HarrodibQrg; Colonel 
Bamoyi Irvine; Cdonel Hassaid, Borkavfllo; Colonel Hasldna, SomeneL 

And, in order to conelnde tbk subject, I also add oopies of 
two tdegrsphie diBpatebea^ sent for Qenend Medellan's use 
about the same tune^ wbich aro aD the official letters leodved at 
hia beadqnartera, as certified by the A^jntant-Genemly L. ThomaB, 
in a letter of Febmaiy 1, 18C2, in answer to an application of 
my brother, Benfttor John Sherman, and on which I was ad* 
judged insane: 

ZMgwnua^ JftMMhr S, 10 IV & 

Bbpatoh jut reeehred. We are f<M«ed to operate on three Bnee» all de- 
pendeal on rattroada of donbCflil aafetf , raqoMng strong gnardiL From 
Faria to Fieatoahaig^ throe Ohio ro^mcBti md soma militia— enenij varl* 
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ouslv rcp(<rt«.(] from thirty-fivo linndrcd to seven thousand. From Lexing- 
ton toward Ciiniberland Gap, Brigadier-General Thomas, one Indiana and 
fiire Ohio re^monts, two Kentacky and two Tennessoo ; hired wagons and 
badly olad. ZoUicolfor, at Oomberland Ford, about seven fhonsand. Lee 
teported on the way with Virginia reSnforeementa. In fh>nt of LoniaviUe^ 
fiffy-two nule% MeCook, with four brigades of about thirteen thonaand, with 
four regiments to guard the railroad, at all times in dan},'er. Ene my along 
the railroad from Green River to Bowling: Green, Nashville, and Clarksville. 
Buckner, Ilardeo, Sidney Johnston, Polk, and Pillow, the two former in im- 
mediate coninu'ind, the force as largo a3 they want or can snbsist, from 
twenty-five to thirty thousand. Bowling Green btrougly fortified. Our 
foreea too small to do good, and too large to sacrifice. 

W. T. Shbbkak, BriffoAier-GeMraU^ 

HaAJHtCAvrsRa DxPAxnarr or trb CuiassLuri), \ 
LoosnuB, XiOTCwr, IhtimAtr S, 1861. f 

t^MMfvl L^ Thoxas, AijvianUGmtral. 

8n; General Modellan telegraphs me to report to him daily the eitna* 
ti<m of affairs here. The country ia so large that it is impossible to give 
clear and definite views. Oor enemies have a terrible advantage in the fact 
that in our midst, in our camps, and along our avenues of travel, they have 
active partisans, farmers and business-men, who seemingly pursue their 
usual calling, but are in fact spies. They report all our movements and 
strength, while we can procure information only by circuitous and unrelia- 
ble means. I inolose yon the copy of an intercepted letter, whidk is bnt the 
type of others. Hany men from every part of the State are now enrolled 
onder Bocknef— have gone to him— while onrs have to be raised in nei^* 
borhoods, and cannot be called together excej)! at long notice. These vol- 
unteers are being organized under the laws of the State, and the 10th of 
XoTcTiibcr is fixed for the time of consolidating thorn into companies and 
rt _'iiiirnt-j. Many of them arc armed by the United States as homo guards, 
and many CJencral Anderson and myself, because of the necessity of be- 
ing armed to guard their camps against internal enemies. Should we be 
overwhelmed, they would leatter, and their arms and clothing will go to 
the enemy, fiiirnishing the very material they so mnch need. We shonid 
have here a very large force, soffioient to give confidence to the Union men 
of the ability to do wiiat should be done — possess ourselves of all the State. 
But all see and feel we are brought to a stand-still, and this produces doubt 
and alarm. "With our present force it would bo simple madness to cross 
Green Piiver, and yet hesitation may be as fatal. In like manner tlio otljcr 
columns are in peril, not so much in front as rear, the railroads over w hich 
our stores must pass being much exposed. I have the NashviOe BaUrood 
gnarded by three regiments, yet it is far from being safe ; and, the moment 
U 
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actual hostilities commence, tbcso roads will be interrupted, and we will be 
in A dikmniB. To meet this in i»art I Ikftve pat a oargo of provWona at the 
month of Salt River, guarded by two reg^enta. All theae detaehmenta 
weaken the main, force, and endanger the whole. Do not conclude, as be« 
fore, that I exaggerate the facts. Thoj aro as stated, and the fatare looka 
as dark as possible. It vrouid bo better if sorno man of sanguine mind were 
nere^ for I am forced to order according to my convictions. Youra truly, 

TT. T. SuKBMAN, Brigadier' General commanding. 

After the war was over, General Thomas J. Wood, then m 
command of the district of Vieksburg, prepared a statement ad- 
, dressed to the puhlic, describing the interview with the Secretary 
of War, wliich he calls a " Council of War." I did not then 
deem it necessary to renew a matter which had been swept into 
obliWon by the war itself ; but, as it ia evidence by aa eye- 
witness, it is worthy of inaertioa here. 



STATEMENT. 

On the 11th of October, 18G1, the writer, who had been personally on 
mnatering dntj in Indiana, waa appointed a brigadiw-general of toIqu- 
teera, and ordered to report to General fflierman, then in oommand of the 
Department of the Cumberland, with his beodqaartera at IiOoianUe, having 
succeeded Genwal Bobert Anderson. When the writer was about leaving 
Indianapolis to proceed to Louisville, Mr. Cameron, returning from hia 
famous visit of inspection to General Fremont's department, at St. Louis, 
Missouri, arrived at Indiauapolis, and announced bis intention to visit Gen- 
eral Sherman. 

The writer waa inrited to aocompany the party to LooiaTiUe. Taking 
the early morning train lirotn Ihdianapolb to LooiaTine on the 19th of 
October, 1881, the party arrived In JefferaonviUe ahortly after mid-day. 

General Sherman met the party in Joffersonville, and accompanied it to the 
Gait House, in Louisville, the hotel at which he was stopping. 

During the afternoon General Sherman informed the writer thAt a council 
of war wfts to bo held immediately in his private room in tlio hotel, and 
desired him to bo present at the council. General Sherman and the writer 
proceeded directly to the room. The writer entered the room first, and 
obaerred in it Ifr. Cameron, Adjatant-General L. Thomaa^ and aome other 
persona, all of whoaenamea he did not know, but whom he reoogniaed aa 
being of Mr. Oameron^s party. The name of one of the party the writer 
bad learned, which he remembers as Wilkinson, or WiUceraon, and who 
ho understood waa a writer for the Nete York IMum newq>aper. The 
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ITon. Jaine"? Guthrie yras also in tho room, liaving boon invited, on account 
of Lis emioent position as a citizen of Kentucky, his high ci¥io ropatation, 
and hit w6ll*kiiowiL devotion to the Union, to meet tlie Beentuy of Wer ia 
the ooonoiL When Qenend Sherman entered the room he doaed the door, 
and tamed the key in the look. 

Before entering on tho businoM of the meeting^ General Sherman re- 
marked substantially : " Mr. Cameron, wo have met here to discuss mat* 
tors and interchange views which should bo known only by persons high in 
the confidence of tho Government. There are persona jirescnt whom I do 
not know, and I desire to know, before opening the business of tho conncD, 
whether they aro persons who may be properly allowed to hear tho viows 
whfeh I haife to aobmit to 700." ICr. Gameron repUed, with lome little teiti- 
nes8 of manner, that the persona referred to helonged to Ua party, and 
there waa no otijectimi to their knowing whatovor might he oommonioated 
to him. 

Certainly the legitimate and natural conclusion from this remark of Mr. 
Cameron's was that whatever views might be submitted by General Sher- 
man would Ik5 considered nnder the protection of the seal of secrecy, and 
would not bo divulged to tho public till all apprehension of injurious con- 
sequences from sach disclosure had passed. And it may bo remarked, fur- 
ther, that joatloe to General Sherman repaired that at anj ftitore time, 
Ua eondlniiona as to the amoont of foroe neeetsary to eondnet the opemtiona 
oommittod to hia eharge should he made pnhlio, the groonda on which his 
sonclusions were based should be made pablio at the same time. 

Mr. Cameron then asked General Sherman what his plans were. To this 
General Sherman replied that he had no plans; that no sufficient force 
had been placed at his disposition with which to devise any plan of opera- 
tions; that, before a commanding general could project a plan of campaign, 
he must know what amount of force he would have to operate with. 

The general added that he had Tiewa whioh he wodd he happy to anb-' 
mit tot the eonsidenition of the Secretory. Mr. Gsmeroii desired to hear 
General Sherman's views. 

General Sherman began by giving his opinion of the people of Kentacky, 
and the then condition of tlio State. He remarked that ho believed a very 
larp:o mnjoritv of tho people of Kentucky were thoroughly devoted to tho 
Union, and loyal to tho Government, and that tho Unionists embraced almost 
all tho older and more substantial men in the State ; but, unfortunately, 
there was no organization nor arms among the Union men ; that tibe rebel 
minority, thoroughly vindictive in its sentiments, waa oiganiMd and armed 
(this having been done )n advance by tiiefar leadws), and, beyond the reaeh 
of tho Federal forces, overawed and prevented the Union men from orgsn- 
izing ; that, in his opinion, if Federal protection were extended throughout 
the State to tho Union men, a large force oonld be raised for the servioe of 
the Government. 
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General Shennaa next presented a resume of tlie iuformation in his 
possesrion as to the number of the rebel troops in Kentnckj. Commencing ' 
with the ibroe at Odumbm, Kentnoky, the reports Tuied, giving tbe strength 
from ten to twentj thonssnd. It was eommaaded hj Lientenint-Geiieral 
Polk. General Sherman fixed it at the lowest estimate ; saj, ten thousand. 
The for; e at B owlinir Green, commanded by General A. S. Johnston, snp- 
ported liy JLinlce, lluckner, and otber?, was variously estimated at from 
eigliteen to thirty thousand. General Sherman estimated this force at the 
lowest figures given to it by his information — eighteen thousand. 

Ho explained that, for purposes of dctcnse, these two forces ought, owing 
to the faoiUty with wMtSh troops might be transported from one to the 
other, by the net-work of railroads in ICddle and West Tennesses^ to be 
eonsidered almost as one. General Sherman remarked, also, on the fSuilitj 
with which reinforcements could be transported bj railroad to Bowling 
Green, from the other rebellions States. 

The third organized body of rebel troops was in Eastern Kentucky, under 
General ZollicotFer, estimated, according to the most reliable information, at 
six thousand men. This force threatened a descent, if unrestrained, on the 
blue-gruss region of Kentucky, including the cities of Lexington, and i" rank- 
fort, the capital nf the State; and if snccessftkl in its immary movements, 
as it wonld gather head as it advanoed, mi^t endanger the safety of Cin> 
cinnati. 

General Sherman said that the information in his possession indicated 
nn intention, on tlie part of the rebels, of a general and grand advance 
toward the Oliio Kivcr. Ho further expressed the opinion that, if such ad- 
vance should be made, and not checked, the roltcl force would bo swolk n by 
at least twenty thousand recruits from the disloyalists in Kentucky. His low 
computation of the organized rebel soldiers then in Kentucky Hxed the 
strength at about thirty-fiTO thousand. Add twenty thousand for reen- 
forcements gained in Kentocky, to say ni>thing of troops drawn from other 
rebel States, and .the aflfootiTe rebel force in the State, at a low estimate, 
wonld be fifty-five thousan 1 n. 

G^ieral Sherman explained forcibly how largely tho difficulties of sup- 
pressing tlic rebellion would be enhanced, if tho rebels should be allowed 
to plant ttii riiselves firmly, with strong fortification?, at commanding points 
on the Ohio Kiver. It would l»e facile for them to carry the war thence 
into the loyal States north of the river. 

To renst an advance of the rebels, General Sherman stated that he did 
not have at that time in Eentncky more than some twelve to fourteen 
thousand effective men. The balk of this force was posted at camp Nolin, 
on the Louisville & Naahvilb Railway, fifty miles south of Louisville, A 
part of it was in Eastern Kentucky, nnder General George H. Thomas, and 
a very small force was in the lower valley of Green Kiver. 

• 
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T]m (li.sposition of the forco had been m.ido for the doublo purpose of 
watching and checking the rebels, and protecting the raitiing and organiza- 
tion of troops among the Union men of Kentaokj. 

Having explained fhe ritaation from the defentiTe pdnt of view, General 
Sherman proceeded to oonaider It fhnn fhe offenatTe atand-point. The Gov- 
ernment had undertaken to suppress the rebellion ; the ontu/aeiendiy there- 
fore, rested on the GoTeroment. The febeUion could never be pat down, 
the authority of tlio paramount Government asserted, and the nnion of the 
States declared perpetual, by forco of arms, by maintuining the defensive; 
to accomplish these grand desiderata, it was absolutely necessary the Gov- 
ernment should adopt, and maintain untU the rebellion was crushed, the 

For the purpose of expelling the rebels from EentQok7» General Sher* 
man said tiiat at least siztj thonsand soldiers were necesssiy. Considering 

that tlie means of accomplishment must aliraji be proportioned to the end 
to be achieved, and bearing in mind the arraj of rebel force then in Ken* 
tucky, every sensible man must admit that the estimnto of the forco given 
by General Sherman, for driving the rebels out of the State, and reestab- 
lishini: and niniutaitiing tlio authority of the Government, was a very low 
one. The truth U that, before the rebels were driven from Kentucky, 
many more than sixty thousand soldims were sent into the State. 

Ascending from tiie consideratioii of the narrow qnestioa of the politi- 
cal and military irftnation in Eentncky, and the extent of force necessary 
to redeem the State from rebel thraldom, forecasting in his sagacions Intel- • 
lect the grand and daring operations which, three years afterward, he re- 
alized in a campaign, taken in its entirety, without a parallel in modem 
times. General Sherman expressed the opinion that, to carry tlio war to the 
Gulf of Mexico, and destroy all armed opposition to the Goverment, in the 
entire Mississippi Valley, at least two hundred thousand troops w^ore abso- 
lutely requisite. 

So soon as General Sherman had oondaded the expression of his views, 
Oameron asked, with mndi warmth and apparent irritation, " Where do 
yon suppose. General Sherman, all this force is to come from ? " General 
Sherman replied tliat he did not know; that it was not his duty to raise, 
organise, and put the necessary military force into the field ; that duty per- 
tained to the War Department. His duty was to organize campfugna and 
command the troops after they had been put into the field. 

At tills point of the proccoduigs, General Sherman suggested that it 
might be agreeable to ^e Secretary to hear the Tiews of Hr. Guthrie. 
Tom appealed to, Hr. Gathrie said he did not consider himself, being a 
civilian, competent to giro an opinion as to the extent of Ibrce necessary 
to carry the war to the Gulf of Mexico; but, being well Informed of the 
condition of things in Kentucky, ho indorsed fully General SbermanV 
Ofiinicm of the force required to drive the rebels out of the State 
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Tiio lorofToing is a circumstantial accoont of the deliberations of the 
council that were of any iniportiiuce. 

A good deal of desultory converaation followed, on immaterial matters ; 
and somo orders were issued bjr telegraph, hy the Seoetary of War, for 
eome small reCiiforoemeikti to be se&l to Kentnekj inunedlately, £rom Peoa- 
sjlTsnia and IndiamL 

A short time after the council was held — the exact time is not now re- 
membered by the writer — an imperfect narrative of it appeared in the Xeto 
York Trihune. This account announced to the public the conclusions 
uttered by Genernl .Sherman in the council, without giving the reasons on 
which his conclusions were based. The unfairness of this course to General 
Sherman needs no comment. Ail military men were shocked by the groes 
lireaoli of fidtfa wldoh bad been committed. 

* Tb. J. WooiH Mc^OmtnU VolunUm, 
VioamnMi, Misiasim, Auffwtt M, 1866. 

Brigadier-General Don Carlos Bnell arriyed ftt LonisviUe 
about the middle of November, with orders to relieve me, and I 

was transferred for duty to the Department of the Missouri, and 
ordered to report in ]>erson to Major-General II. W. Ualleck 
at St. Louis. I accuuipanied General Buell to the camp at 
Nolin, where he reviewed and inspected the camp and troops 
under the command of Gencnd A. ^fcD. McCook, and on 
our way back General Bucll inspected tlic regiment of Ilazzard 
at Elizabetlitown. I then turned over iny command to Idm^ 
and took my departure for St. Louis. 

At the time I was so relieved I thought, of course, it was 
done in fulfillment of Mr. Lincoln's promise to mc, and as a 
ncceaaaiy result of mj repeated demand for the fulfillment of 
that promise; but I saw and felt, and was of course deeply 
moved to observe, the manifest belief that there was more or 
less of truth in the rumor that the cares, perplexities^ and anxie- 
ty of the situation had unbalanced my judgment and mind. 
StOl, on a review of the only official documents before the War 
Department at the time, it was cruel for a Secretary of War to 
give a tadt credence to a rumor which probably started without 
his wish or intention, yet through hia inatmmentality. Of oouise 
I could not deny the f act^ and had to submit to idl its painful 
consequences for months ; and, moreover, I could not hide from 
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myself that many of the oflScers and Boldiei o subsetj^ueutlj placeJ 
under my command looked at me askance and with Buspicion. , 
Indeed, it was not until the following April that the battle of 
Shiloh gave me personally the chance to redeem my good name. 

On reaching St. Louis and reporting to General Ilalleck, 1 
was received kindly, and was shortly afterward (vjz., Novem- 
ber 23d) sent up to Sedalia to inspect the camp there, and the 
troops located aloni^^the road back to Jefferson City, arvd I was 
ordered to assume command in a certain contingency, .t found 
General Steele at Sedalia with his regitncnts scattered about 
loosely; and General Pope at Otterville, twenty miles back, 
with no concert between them. The rebel general, Sterling 
Price, had his forces down about Osceola and Warsaw. I advised 
General Ilalleck to collect the whole of his men into one camp 
on the La Mine Biyer, near Qeoigetown, to pat them into 
brigades and diyisions, so as to be ready to be handled, and I 
gave some preliminary orders looking to that end* Bat the 
newspapers kq»t harping on my insanity and paralyzed my 
efforts. In spite of mys^, they tortoied from me some words 
and acts of impradence. G^eral Halleck telegraphed me on 
November 26th: Unless telegraph-lmes are interrupted, make 
no movement of troops without orders;'' and on Kovonber 
29th: "Ko forward movement of troops on Osceola will be 
made ; only strong reconnoitring-parties will be sent out in the 
supposed direction of the enemy ; the bulk of the troops being 
held in position till in*tre reliable information is obtained." 

About the same time I received the following dibpalch : 

HSAVQVASTBBB, St. Lofts, Missoubi, ) 
A<Kmib«r 2d, 1861. I 

£ngadi§r'Q«Mral QmatMAS, Sedalia: 

Kn. Biheniiaii Is here. General HaUeck is satisfied, from reports of 
soonts reoeived here, that no attaok on Bedelia is intended. Yon will there 
fore return to this eity, and report your observations on the condition of 
the troops yon have examined. Please telegraph when yon will leave, 
r SonuTUEB Haioltoh, Bri(faditr' Oenmral and Aide-d^ (kmp^ 

I accordingly returned to St. Louis, where I found Mrs. • 
Sherman, naturally and properly distressed at the continued ani 
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reiterated reports of the newspaporB of my insaiuty, and she had 
come from Lancaater to see me. This recall from Sedalia 
simply swelled the cry. It waa alleged that I was recalled by 

reason of something foolish I had done at Sedalia, though in 
fact 1 had done absolutely nothing, except to recommend what 
was done ininiediately tliereaftcr on the advice of Colonel ]\Ic- 
Pherson, on a 8nl>sc(juent inspection. Seeing and realizing tliat 
ray efforts were nseless, I concluded to ask for a twenty days' 
leave of absence, to accompany Mrs. Slierman to our liome in 
Lancaster, and to allow tlie storm to blow over somewhat. It 
also happened to be mid-winter, when nothing wjis doing ; so 
3Irs. Sherman and I returned to Lancjistcr, where I was bom, 
and where I supj)Osed I was better known and appreciated. 

The newspapers kept up their game as though instigated by 
malice, and chief among them was the Cincinnati Coiamercialy 
whose editor, Halsted, was generally believed to be an honorable 
man. P. B. Ewing, Esq., being in Cinciimati, saw him and 
asked him why he, who certainly knew better, would reiterate 
such a damaging slander. He answered, quite cavalierly, that 
it was one of the news-items of the day, and he had to keep up 
with the time; but he would be most happy to publish any 
correction I might make^ as though I could deny snch a mali- 
cious piece of scandal affecting myself. On the 12th of Korem- 
ber I had occasion to write to General Halleck, and I have a 
copy of his letter in answer : 



BH^adier-Ofneral W. T. Sbibiias, LaneatUr^ Ohio, ' 

Mt db ab Gbnbbal: Yonn of ths 12th was noelTed a day or two sgo^ 
bot was mislaid for the moment among private papers, or I should hnve an- 
swerod it sooner. The newspaper attacks nro certainly shameless and 
flcandaloiis, hut I cannot at^roo with yon, that thoy hiivo U3 in their power 
''to destroy ub as thoj pluaso/' I certainly get inj sliore of abuse, but it 
will not disturb mo. 

Yoor roovemeDt of the troops was not eoontermanded by me because I 
thought it an nnwise one in itself hot beoaoae I was not then, ready for iu 
I had better information of Prioe*8 movements than yon had, and I had no 
apprehension of an attack. I intended to concentrate the foroea on that 
line, but I wished the movement delayed onUl I could determine on a better 
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After receiving: Liontcnnnt-Colonel McPlierson's report, I made precise- 
Ijr the location you had ordered. I was desirous at the time not to prevent 
the advanoe of Fttoe bj any moTement on oar part, hoping that be voold 
more on Lexington ; bnt finding tiiat he had determined to remain at Oa* 
eeoU for aome time at leaat^ I nuide the movement yon propoaed. Aa yon 
eonld not knoir my plana, yon and otbera maj have miaconatmed the 
reason of my countermanding your orders. . . . 

I hope to see you \\ ell enough for duty soon. Our organization goea on 
alowly, bat we will effect it in time. Yours traly, 

H, V. If iftaftr. 

And sabsecjuentlj, in a letter to Hon. Thomas Ewing, in 
answer to some inqniries inyolving the same general sabject, 
G^eral Halleck wrote as follows : 

St. Locu, Fibniary 15, 1662. 

Eon, Thouas Ewnro, XoMOftar, Ohio, 

DiAs Sib: Tour note of the 18th, and one of thia date^ from Ifr. Sher- 
man, in relation to Brigadier-Oeneral Sherman*a haying bdng reKeyed from 
eommand in Sedalla, in November last, are joat received. General Sherman 
\vns not put in command at Sedalia; he was authorized to assome it, and 

did 80 for a day or two. lie did not know my plans, and Lis movement of 
troops did not accord with them. I therefore directed him to leave them 
as they were, and report here the result of his intpection^ for which purpose 
he had been ordered there. 

No telegram or diapatoh of any kind waa aent by me, or by any one with 
my knowledge or authority, in relation to it After hia retam here, I gave 
him a leave of abaenee of twenty daja, for the benefit of hia healtb« Aa I 
waa then pressing General McClollan for more officers, I deemed it necessary 
to explain why I did so. I used these words : "I am satisfied that General 
Sherman's physical and mental system is so completely broken by labor and 
care as to render him, for the present, unfit for duty; perhaps a few weeks' 
rest may restore hitn." This was the only communication I made on the 
subject. On no occasion have i ever expressed on opinion that his mind waa 

affected otherwiee than by OTor-exertion ; to have M, ao would have done 
him the greatest iiijaatioe. 

After General fflierman retomed flram hia abort leaTO^ 1 foond that Ua 

health was nearly restored, and I placed him temporarily in command of 
the camp of instniction, numbering over fifteen thousand men. I then 
wrote to General McClollnn tliat ho would soon bo able to agnin take the 
field. I gave General Sherman a copy of my letter. This is the total of my 
correspondence on the subject. As evidence that I have every confidence in 
General Sherman, I have placed him in commoDd of Western Kentucky — ^a 
command only aeoond in importance in thia department. Aa aoon aa di* 
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vigioitt and oolonms can be organized, I propoaa to send him into fhe field 
where he can render moat efficient aerriee. I have seen newtpaper aqoiba 
eharging him with being " crazy," etc This is the grossest injustice; I do 
not^ howorcr, consider soch attacks worthy of notico. The best answer is 

General Sherman's present portion, and the valuable porvieea he ia no- 
derlDg to the country. 1 have the fullest confidence in him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient porvnnt, 

U. "W. llALUiCK, Major- General, 

On retniiuiig to St. Louis, on the expiration of my leave of 
absence, I fonnd that General Halleck was beginning to move 
bis troops : one part, under General IT. S. Grant, up the Tennes- 
see Biver; and another part, under General 8. K* Curtis, in the 
direction of Springfield, Miseouri. General Grant was then at 
Paducab, and General Curtis was under orders for BoUa. I 
was ordered to take Curtis's place in command of the camp of 
instniction, at Benton Barracks, on tlio gi'ound back of North 
St. J.uiiis, now used us the lair Grounds, hy the following 
order : 

ppMbl Older Va 9tl 

Hkadqcarters Departmext or the Missocki, ) 
St. Locib, J>40tmbtr 23, ) 

[exteact.] 

Bripadier-Gencr;il W, T. Sherman, United States Y(tli'.ntccrs, is hereby 
nPsi^'Tied to the coniraand of the caujp of instruction nnd post of Benton 
liarrarks. He will liavo every armed regiment and company in his command 
ready for service at a moment's warning, and will notify ail concerned that, 
when marching orders are reoeived, it Ib expected that tiiey will be instantly 
obeyed; no ezcDses for delay will be admitted. General Sherman will im- 
mediately report to these headqaartem what regiments and oompanieSi at 
Benton Barracks, are ready for tlic fold. 

By order of M^jor-General Halleck, 

J. 0. KjsLTKir, Auutant Adjutant- General, 

I innnedlatelv assumed command, and found, in the build- 
ing constructed Ibr the commanding officer, Brigadier-General 
Strong, and the family of a captain of Iowa cavalry, with whom 
we LoardL'd. Major Curtis, eon of General Curtis, was the 
adjutant-general, but was soon relieved by Captain J. II. 
Hammond, who was appointed assistant adjutant-general, and 
afiaigncd to duty witk me. 
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Brigadier-General Ilurlbut was also there, and abont a dozen 
regiments of infantry and cavalrj, I at once gave all matters 
pertaining to the post my personal attention, got the regiments 
in as good order as possible, kept np communication with Gen- 
eral llalleck's headquarters by telegrapli, and, when orders 
ciimc for the moveiuent of any regiment or detachment, it 
moved instantly. The winter was very wet, and the ground 
badly drained. The quarters had been erected by General Fre- 
mont, under contract; they were mere shells, but well arranged 
for a camp, embracing the Fair Grounds, and some forty acres 
of flat ground west of it. I instituted drills, and was specially 
ordered by General Halleck to watch Generals Horlbut and 
Strong, and report as to their fitness for their commissions as 
brigadiei^generals. I had known Hnrlbnt as a yoimg lawyer, 
in Charleston, Soath Carolina, before the Mexican War, at 
which time he took a special interest in military matters, and I 
. found him far aboye tiie ayerage in the knowledge of regi- 
mental and brigade drill, and so reported. General Strong had 
been a merchant, and he told me that he neyer professed to be 
a soldier, but had been urged on the Secretary of War for the 
commission of a brigadier-general, with the expectation of bo 
coming quartermaster or commissary -general. Jle was a i^ood, 
kiml-heartcd gentl ciiiLin, boiling over with patriotism and zeal. 
I advised him what to read and study, was considerably amused 
at his receiving instruction from a young lieutenant who knew 
the company and battalion drill, and could hear him practise in 
his room the words of command, and tone of voice, "Break 
from the right, to march to the left ! " " Battalion, halt ! " " For 
ward into line!" etc. Of course I made a favorable report in 
his case. Among the infantry and cavalry colonels were some 
who afterward rose to distinction — ^David Stuart, Gordon 
Granger, Bussey, etc., etc. 

Though it was mid-winter, General Ilalleck was pushing his 
preparations most vigorously, and surely he brought order out 
of chaos in St Louis with commendable eneigy. I remember, 
one night, sitting in his room, on the second floor of the Planten^ 
House, with him and General Cullum, his chief of stsfi^ talking 
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of things generally, and lihe sabjecl then was of the much-talked* 

of " advance," as soon as the season would permit. Most people 
urged the movement down the Mississippi River ; but Generals 
Polk and I'illuw had a large rel>el foicc, with heavy guns in a 
very strong position, at Columbus, Kentucky, about eighteen 
miles below Cairo. Conunodore Foote lia<l his gunboat lieet at 
Cairo; and General U. S. Grant, who cuininanded the district, 
was colK'Lting a large force at Paducali, Cairo, and Uird's 
Point. General ITalleck liad a map on his table, with a large 
pencil in his hand, and asked, " AVlicrc is the rebel line ?" 
Cullum drew the pencil through r>owliiig Green, Forts Donel- 
son and Henry, and Columbus, IvLiitucky. " That is their 
line," said Ilalleck. " Now, where is the proper place to break 
it r' And either Collam or I said, ^^NaturaUy the centre." 
Halleck drew a line perpendicular to the other, near its middle, 
and it coincided nearly with the general course of the Ten- 
nessee Biver ; and he said, ** That's tlie tnie line of operations," 
This occurred more than a month before General Grant began 
the movement, and, as he was subject to General Halleck'a 
orders, I have always given Halleck the full credit for that 
movement, which was skUlfol, Bocoessfu], and extremely xidi 
in military resolts; indeed, it was the first real success on 
onr side in the civil war. The movement up the Tennessee 
began about tlie Ist of Febniary, and Fort Henry was captured 
by the joint action of the navy nnder Commodore loote^ and 
the land-forces nnder General Grant, on the 6th of February, 
1862. About the same time, General S, B. Curtis had moved 
forward from Rolla, and, on the 8th of March, defeated the 
rebels under McCulloch, Van Dom, and Price, at Pea Kidge. 

As soon as Fort llenrv fell, General (J rant marched straijit 
across to Fort Donelson, on thr Cmnlu rlaud liiver, invested the 
place, and, as soon as the gunboats had come round from the 
Tennessee, and had bombarded the water-front, he assaulted ; 
whereupon Buekoer surrendered the garrison of twelve thousand 
men; Pillow and ex-Secretarv of "War General Flovd havinjr 
personally escaped across the river at night, occasioning a good 
deal of fun and criticism at their expense. 
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Before tlie fall of Donelson, but after that of Heniy, I re- 
ceived, at Benton Barracks, the following oiden : 

flBAIMIVASmss Di:r\T;"nrpvT or the >rts80CBl, I 
St. Luvus, lU/i'uarj/ la, le62. J 

Brigadier- General biiKr.NfAX, JJenton Barracks; 

Too will immediately repair to Padncah, Kentucky, ninl ncsiimo com- 
mand of that post. Brigndier-Genoral Uurlbut will accorn]. any you. The 
command of Benton Barracks wia bo turned over to General btrong. 

II. W. ILjihLEOKt Mi^jor- General. 

I stiirted for Paducali the same day, and think that General 
Cnlluiu went with me to Cairo ; General Ilalleck's purpose be- 
ing to push forward the operations up the Tennessee Kiver with 
unoBual vigor. On reaching Paducah, I found this dispatch : 

fiXAOQCAKTSU DMtAMTUKXr Ot THE IMiSSOCBI, ( 

8t. Lom»f FiAruorif 15, 1868. } 

Brigadier- General Sherman, Paducah^ Kcntucly : 

Send General Grant cverj thing you can spare from Paducah and Smith 
land ; also General Horlbut. 

Bowling Gretn has been eraonated entirely. 

H. W. Haueok, MajoT'Oentral, 

The next day br(iiii::lit us news of the BurrcTider of ]>uckner, 
and probably at no time during the war did we all feel so heavy 
a weight raised from our breasts, or so thankful for a most 
fruitful series of victories. They at once gave Generals Halleck, 
Grant, and C. F. Smith, great fame. Of course, the rebels let 
go their whole line, and fell back on Nashville and Island No. 
Ten, and to the Memphis & Charleston Kailroad. Everybody 
was anxfous to help. Boats passed up and down constantly, 
and. Teiy soon arrived the rebel priaonerB from Donelson. I 
saw General Bnckner on the boat, he aeemed aelf-eufficient, and 
thought their loss was not really bo serioua to their cause as 
we did. 

From the time I had left Kentucky, General Buell hadreally 
made no subetantial progress, though strongly reenfoioed beyond 
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even what I iiad asked for. General Albert Sidney Johnston had 
remained at Bowlinpj Green until his line was broken at Henry 
and Doiicl.-on, when he let go Bowling Green and fell back 
hastilj to Nashville ; and, on Buell's approach, he did not ev&a 
tany there, but continued hia retreat flouthward. 
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UABGU AUD iLF£IL| 1862. 

In the middle of Febniar}^ 1862, Major-Gcneral Hallcck 
commanded all tlie armies ia the valley of the Mississippi, from 
his headquarters in St. Loiiis. These were, the Army of the 
Ohio, Major-Gencral Bucll, in Kentucky ; the Army of the 
Tennessee, Major-General Grant, at Forts Henry and JJonelson ; 
and General S. K. Curtis, in Southern Missouri. He posted hia 
chief of 8tafi[| General Cullum, at Cairo, and me at Paducali, 
chiefly to expedite and facilitate the important operatioiiB then 
in progress up the Tennessee and Cumberland Hi vers. 

Fort Donelson surrendered to General Grant on the 16th of 
Febnuuy, and there must baye been a good deal of confusion 
resulting from the neoessaiy care of the womidedy and disposi* 
tion of prisoner^ common to all snch occa8ion% and there was 
a real difficnlly in communicating between St. Louis and Fort 
Donelson. 

General Buell bad also followed up the rebel army, which 
had retreated hastily from Bowling Green to and through Nash- 
ville, a city of so much importance to the South, that it was at 
one time proposed as its capital Both Generals Grant and Buell 

looked to its capture as an event of great importance. On the 

21st General Grant sent General Smith with his division to 
Clarksville, fifty miles above Donelson, toward Nashville, and 
on the 27th went himself to Nashville to meet and confer with 
General iiueU, but returned to Donelson the next dav 
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Meantime, General Ilalleck at Louis must have felt tba; 
his armies were getting away from him, and began to send die* 
patelies to me at Paducah, to be forwarded by boat, or by a 
rickety telegraph-line up to Fort Henry, which lay entirely in a 
hostile countrv, nnrl was consequently always out of repair. 
On the Ist of March I received the following dispatch, and &>iv 
warded it to General Grant, both by the tekgraf^ and boat: 

8t. Loou, Murek X, im. 

To General Gkaxt, Fort Henry: 

Transports will be sent you as soon as possible, to movo your column up 
the Tennessee Biver. The main object of this espedition will bo to Uu- 
stroy tho railroad-bridge orer Bear Oreelc^ near Eastport, Mississippi ; end 
also the mihxMid eonneetioDa at Oorinfh, Jackson, and Humboldt. It is 
thought best that these objects be attempted in the order named. Strong 
detachments of cavalry and light artillery, supported bj infimtiy, may by 
rapid movements reach these points from the river, witbont any serious 
opposition. 

Avoid any general enpagcments with stronj; forces. It will be better 
to retreat than to risl^ a general l)attle. This should bo strongly impressed 
on the officers sent with expeditions from the river. General C. F. Smith 
or some very discreet officer shonld be selected for each oommsnds. Hav- 
ing acoompUshed these o1])|ect% or such of them as msy be practicable^ yon 
will return to Danville, and niove on Paris. 

Perhaps the troops sent to Jackson and Ilumboldt can roach Paris by 
land as easily as to return to the transports. This most depend on the 
character of tho roads and the position of tho enemy. All telegraphic 
lines which can bo reached must be cut. Tho gunboats will accompany tho 
transports for their protection. Any loyal Tenuessecans who desire it, 
may be enlisted and 8U[)plied with arms. Competent officers should be 
left to ccmmsad Forts Hemy and Ponelson in yonr absenoe. I have in- 
dicated in general terms the ol^ect of this. 

H. W. HauicB, Mt^vT'iUnmvk 

Again on the 2d: 

Tc General Gnksr: 

General Haneck, Febniary 25th, telegraphs mo : " General Grant will 
tend no more forces to Clarksvillo. General Smitli's division will come to 
Fort Henry, or a point higher np on the Tennessee liiver ; transports will 
also be collected at Paducah. Two gunboats in Tennecseo liiver with 
Grant.. General Grant will immediately have small g^^h^on3 detailed for 
Forts Henry and DoncUon, and all other forces made ready for the field ** 
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From your letter of the 28th, I learn you were at Fort DonelsoD, and 
General Smith ot Nashville, from which I infer you could not have received 
orders. Ilalleck's telegram of last night says : Who sent Smith's division 
to KaabTillef I ordered it aorow to the Tennesade, where they are wanted 
immediatdj. Order them back. Bend all spare tran^orta np Temkeasee to 
Genmral Grant.** Evidently the general sappoaei yon to be cm the Tennee- 
flee. I am sending all tbe transports I can find for yon, reporting to Gen- 
eral Sherman for orders to go np tho Cumherland for you^ or, if yon march 
anrosa to Fort Henry, then to send them np the Tennessee. 

G. W. CuLLUM, MrigadUr- General, 

On the 4tli came this dispatch : 

St. Loen, IforflA 4, 1869. 

To Major- General U. 8. Grant: 

You will place Mnjor-Gencrol 0. F. Smiih iu command of expedition, 
and remain yourself at Fort Henry. Why do you not obey my orders to 
report strength and positions of your command ? 

H. W. Eauiok^ Majar-OMfiral, 

Halleck was evidently working himself into a passiou, but he 
was too far from the seat of war to make due allowance for the 

actual state of facts. General Grant had done so mnch, that 
General Uallcck should have been patient. Meant iiue, at Padu- 
cah, I was busy sending boats in every direction — some under 
the orders of General Ilalleck, others of General Cullum; 
others for General Grant, and still others for General Buell at 
Xashville ; and at the same time I was organizing out of the 
new troops that were arriving at Paducah a division for myself 
■when allowed to take the field, wliich T liad been promised by 
General Ilalleck. His purpose was evidently to operate, up the 
Tennessee Iliver, to break up Bear Creek Bridge and the rail- 
road communications between tbe Mississippi and Tennessee 
Rivers, and no doubt he was provoked that Generals Grant and 
Smith had turned aside to !N^ashvilIe. In tlic mean time several 
of the gunboats, nnder Captain Phelpe, United States Xavy, had 
gone np the Tennessee as far as Florence, and on their return 
had reported a strong Union feeling among the people along 
the river. On the 10th of March, having reodved the necessary 
orders from General Ilalleck, I embarked mj division at Padn- 
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cah. It was oomposed of four brigades* Tlie First, oommanded 
by Colonel S. G. Hicks, was composed of the FortieUi lUmds, 
Forty-oztJi Ohio, and Morton's Indiana Batteiy, on the boats 
Sallie last, Golden Gate, J. B. Adams^ and Lancaster. 

The Second Brigade, Colonel D. Stuart, was composed of 
the Fifty ££th Illinois, SeTenty-first Ohio, and I^ty-fonrth 
Ohio ; embarked on the Hannibal, Universe^ Ilazel Dell, Cheese- 
man, and Prairie Boee. 

The Third Brigade, Colonel HOdebrand, was composed of 
tlic Seventy-seventh Oliio, Fifty-seventh Oliio, and Fifty-third 
Ohio ; embarked on the roLand, Anglo-Saxon, Ohio Ko. Three, 
and Coutiueiital. 

The Koiu th Brigade, Colonel Bucklaud, was composed of 
the Seventy-second Ohio, Forty-eighth Ohio, and Seventieth 
Ohio ; embarked on the Empress, Baltic, Shenango, and Ma- 
rengo. 

"We steamed up to Fort Henry, the river being high and in 
splendid order. There I reported in person to General C. F. 
Smith, and by him was ordered a few miles above, to tlie re- 
mains of the burned railroad bridge, to await the rendezvous 
of the rest of his army. I had my headquarters on the Con- 
tinental. 

Among my colonels I had a strange character — Thomas 
Worthington, colonel of the Forty-sixth Ohio. Ho was a grad- 
uate of West Point, of the class of 1827; was, therefore, older 
than General Halleck, General Grant, or mysetf, and claimed to 
know more of war than all of us put together. In ascending 
the river he did not keep his place in the coliunn,'but pushed 
on and reached Savannah a day before the rest of my division. 
.When I reached that place, I found that Worthington had 
landed his lament, and was flying about giving orders, as 
though he were commander-in-diief. I made him get back 
to his boat, and gave him to understand that he must there- 
after keep his place. General G. F. Smith arrived About the 
13th of March, with a large fleet of boats, containing Hurl- 
hut's division. Lew. Wallace's division, and that of himself, 
then commanded bj Brigadier-G^eral W. H. L. Wallace. 
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General Smith sent for nic to meet him on his boat, and 
ordered me to push on under escort of the two gimboftts^ 
Lexington and Tyler, commanded by Captains Gwin and 
Shirk, United States Kavy. I m hs to land at some point be- 
low Enstport, and make a break of the Memphis & Charles^ 
ton Eailroad) between Tuscnrabia and Corinth. General 
Smith was quite unwell^ and was Buffering from his leg, which 
was swollen and very sore, from a mere abrasion in stepping 
into a small-boat. This actually mortifiedi and resulted in his 
death about a month after, yiz., April 25, 1862. He was ad- 
jutant of the Military Academy during the early part of my 
career there, and afterward commandant of cadets. He was a 
veiy handsome and soldierly man, of great experience, and at 
Donelson had acted with so much personal braveiy that to 
him many attributed the success <d the assault. I imme- 
diately steamed up the Tennessee Biver, following the two 
gnnboats, and, in passing Pittsburg Landing, was told by Cap- 
tain Gwin that, on his former trip np the riyer, he had found 
a rebel regiment of cavalry posted there, and that it was the 
usual landing-place for the people about Corinth, distant thirty 
miles. I sent word back to General Smith that, if we w ere 
detained up the river, he ought to post some troops at Titts- 
burg Landing. We went on up the river cautiously, till we 
saw Eastport and Chickasaw, both of which were occupied by 
rebel batteries and a small rebel force of infantry. 

"We then dropped back quietly to the muuth of Yellow River, 
a few miles below, whence led a road to Bunisville, a place on 
the Memphis tfc Charleston road, where were the company's 
repair-shops. AVe at once comiiKuc'CMl diseudjarking the com- 
mand: first the cavalry, which started at once for Burnsville, 
vrith orders to tear up the railroad-track, and burn the depots, 
shops, etc; and I followed with the infantry and artillery as fast 
as tiiey were disembarked. It was raining very hard at the time. 
Daylight found us about six miles out, where we met the cavalry 
returning. They had made numerous attempts to eross the 
streams, which had become so swollen that mere brooks covered 
the whole bottom; and my aide4e-camp» Sanger, whom I had 
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diepatcLed with the cavalry, reported the loss, by drowning, of 
several of the men. The rain was pouiing in tonrents, and re- 
ports from the rear came that the river was rising very fast, nn<I 
that, miless we got hack to onr boats soon, the bottom would be 
simply impassable. There was no alternative hut to r^ain onr 
boats ; and even this was so difficnlt, that we had to unharness 
the aiiillery-horseB, and drag the guns under water through the 
bayons, to reach the bank of the riyer. Once more embarked, I 
condnded to drop down to Fittsbnig Landings and to make the 
attempt from there. Dnrmg the night of the 14th| we dropped 
down to Pittsburg Tending, where I fonnd Hnrlbnt's division 
in boats. Leaving my command there, I steamed down to Sa- 
vannah, and reported to General Smith in person, who saw 
in the flooded Tennessee the full tmth of my report ; and he 
then instrocted me to disembark my own division, and that of 
Qeneral Hurlbut, at Pittsburg Landing; to take positions well 
back, and to leave room for his whole army ; telling me that he 
would soon come up in person, and move out in force to make 
the lodgment on the lailiuud, contemplated by Genei*al Ilal- 
leck's orders. 

Lieutenant-Colonel McPhcrson, of General C. 1\ Smitli't., *.r 
rather General Ilalleck's, staff, returned witli me, and on the 
10th of March M e diocuiburked and inarched out about ten 
miles toward Corinth, to a place called !^^onte^ey or Pea Ridge, 
where the rebels h;id a cavalry regiment, which of course do- 
camped on onr approach, but from the people we learned that 
trains were bringing largo nias^^o? of men from every direction 
into Corinth. McPherton and I reconnoitred the ground well, 
and then returned to our boats. On the ISth, Iluribut disem- 
barked his division and took post about a mile and a half out, 
near where tlie roads branched, one leading to Corinth and the 
other toward Hamburg. On the 10th I disembarked my 
division, and took post about three miles back, three of the 
brigades covering the roads to Purdy and Corinth, and the other 
brigade (Stuart's) temporarily at a place on the Hamboig Boad, 
near Lick Creek Ford, where the Bark Boad came into the 
Hamboig Boad. Within a few days, Prentiss's division arrived 
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and camped on my left, and af tei*ward McClernand'fl and W. EL 
L. Wallace's divisioxiB, which formed a line to our rear. Lew 
Wallace's division remained on the north side of Snake Creek, 
on a road leading from Savannah or Cmnip's Landing to Purdy. 

General C. F. Smith remained back at Savannah, in chief 
conmiand, and I was only responsible for mj own division. I 

' kept pickets well ont on the roads, and made myself familiar 
with all the ground inside and outside my lines. My personal 
staff was composed of Captain J. H. Hammond, assistant ad- 
jutant^eneral ; Smgeons Hartshorn and L'Hommedien; Lien- 
tenant Colonels Hascall and Sanger, inspector-generals; Lieu- 
tenants McCoy and John Taylor, aides-deK»mp. We were all 
conscious that the ^emy was collecting at Coiinth, but in what 
force we could not know, nor did we know what was going on 
behind us. On the 17th of March, General U. S. Grant was 
restored to the command of all the troops tip the Tennessee 
Itiver, by reason of General Smith's extreme illness, and l)e- 
cause he liad explained to General IJalleck satisfactorily his 
conduct after Donelson ; and he too made his headquarters at 
Savannah, hnt frequently visited our camps. I always acted on 
the supposition that Ave were an invading army ; that our 
purpose was to move forward in force, make a lodgment on 
the Mcmpln's <fe Cliarle.^ton road, and thus repeat the grand 
tactics of Fort Donelson, hy separating the rebels in the interior 

• from those at Memphis and on the Mississippi Biver. We did 
not fortify our camps against an attack, because we had no 
orders to do so, and because such a course would have made our 
raw men timid. The position was naturally strong, with Snake 
Creek o|^ our right, a deep, bold stream, with a confluent (Owl 
Creek) to our right front; and Lick Creek, with a similar con- 
fluent, on our left, thus narrowing the space over which we 
could be attacked to about a mile and a half or two miles. 

At a later period of the war, we could have rendered this 
position impregnable in one night, but at this time we did not do 
it, and it may be it is well we did not. From about the Ist of 
April we were conscious that the rebel cayaliy in our fnmt 
was getting bolder and more saucy; and on Friday, the 4th of 
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April, it dacihed down and carried off one of onr picket^^Darda, ^ 
oompoaed of an officer and seven men, posted a couple of nulea ^ 
ont on the Gorinth road. Colonel Bnckland sent a company } 
to its relief, then followed lumself with a regiment, and, fear- 
ing lest he might be worsted, I called out his whole brigade 
and followed some four or five miles, when the cavalry in 
advance encountered artillery. I then, after dark, drew back to 
our lines, and reported tlie fact by letter to General Grant, at 
Savannah ; but thus far we liad nut positively detected the pres- f 
ence of infantry, for cavalry regiments generally had a couple \ 
of gini3 along, and I supposed the gims that opened on us on ' 
the evening of Iriday, April 4th, belonged to the cavalry that 
was hoveriuix alone: our w hole front. 

Saturday passed in our camps without any unusual event, 
the weather being wet and mild, and the roads back to the 
steamboat-landing being heavy with mud ; but on Sunday 
morning, the Cth, early, there was a good deal of picket-firings 
and I got breakfast, rode out along my lines, and, about four ^ 
hundred yards to the front of Appier's regiment, received 
from some bushes in a ravine to the left front a volley which 
killed my orderly, Ilolliday. About the same tune I saw the i 
rebel lines of battle in front coming down on us as far as ' 
the eye could reach. All my troops were in line of hattle, 
ready, and the ground was favorable to us, I gave the necessaiy 
orden to the batteiy (Waterhouse's) attached to HOdebrand's 
brigade, and cautioned the men to reserve their fire till the 
rebels had crossed the ravine of Owl CreeEk^ and had began the 
ascent ; also, sent staff-officers to notify Genends McClenumd 
and Prentiss of the coming blow. Indeed, McClemand had al- 
ready sent three regiments to the support of my left flank, and | 
thej were in position when the onset came. 

Id a few minutes the battle of Shiloh'^ began with extreme 
fury, and lasted two days. Its history has been well given, and f 
it has been made the subject of a great deal of controversy. 
Ilildebrand's brigade was soon knocked to pieces, but Buckland*8 
and McDowcirs kc]»t tlieir orirnni?:ntion throu<i:hout. Stuart's 
was driven back to the river, and did not join me in pcr^^on tlli 
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the second day of tlie battle. I think my several reports of that 
battle are condensed and good, made on the spot, when all tlie 
names and facts were fresh in mjr memoiy, and are herewith 
giren entire : 

HiADQUAsnita Fibot Dnrisioir, i 
Tvnaama IiAnnm, Monk 17, TMi, \ 

CapUUn ITm. HdUiOHAXL, Auittant A^tUan^Ommvl to Omund 0. F. 

8a: Last night I dispatohed a party of cavalry, at 6 f.x., under the 
oommaad of liBatenant-Colonel Heath, Fifth Ohio Cavalry, for a strong 

reconnoissance, if possible, to be convertcMl into an attack Qpon the Mem- 
phis road. The command got off punctually, followed at twelve o'clock at 
night by the First Brigade of ray division, oommanded by Colonel McDow- 
ell, the other brigades to follow in order. 

About one at night the cavalry retarnod, reporting the road occupied in 
foree by the enemy, with whoie adTiaoe-gntfd they ttdmiiBhed, driving 
them hack aboot a utile, taking two prieonen, and having thebr chief goide^ 
Thomas Maxwell, Esq., and three men of the Fourth Illinois wounded. 

Inclosed please find the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Heath; also a 
copy of hia instruction?, and the order of marcli". As soon ns the cavalry 
returned, T saw that an attempt on the road was frustrated, and accordingly 
havo placed McDowell's bri^rado to our right front, guarding the pass of 
Snake Creek ; Stuart's brigade to the left front, to watch the pass of Lick 
Oreek ; and I ahaU thia morning move directly ont on the Oorinth road, 
about eight miles to or toward Pea Bidge, which ia a key-point to the 
aonthweat 

General HurlbnCs division will be landed to-day, and the artillery and 
infantry disposed so as to defend Fittsbaig, leaving my divimon entira for 
any ranvemcnt by land or water. 

As near as I can learn, there are five regiments of rebel infantry at 
Pordy ; at Corinth, and distributed along the railroad to luca, are probably 
thirty thoasand men; but my information from prisoners is very indis- 
tinct. Every road and path ia occupied by the enemy'a cavalry, whose or* 
dera aeem to be^ to fire a volley, retire^ again fire and retire. The foroe on 
the Purdy road attacked and driven by M^'or Bowman yesterday, was 
about six^ atimig. That enooontered laat night on the Corinth road was 
about five companiea of Tenneaaee cavalry, aent from Fnrdy about 2 p.il 
yesterday. 

I hoar there is a force of two regiments on Pea lUdge, at the point 
where the Purdy and Corinth roads come together. 

I am satisfied we cannot reach the Memphis & Charleston road 
without a oondderaUa engagement which is prohibited by General Hal* 
lodk*a inatntctiona^ ao that I will be governed If yonr orders of yeaterday, 
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to occopy Pittaborg strongly, extend the pickets so as to include a so mi- 
circle of tbree miles, and push a strong reconnoissance as far out as Lick 
Creek and Pea Ridge. 

I will send down a good many boats to-day, to be employed as you. 
may direct; and would be obliged if you would send a couple of thoasand 
sacks of corn, as much hay as you can possibly spare, and, if possible, a barg^e 
of coal. 

I will send a steamboat under care of the gunboat, to collect com from 
cribs on the river-bank 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

T. SnKUMAN, 
Brigadier- General commanding Firtt Division, 

Headqcarters, Steamboat Coihixzktai., I 
rnrsBUBG, March Id, 1SG2. f 

Captain Rawlins, Assittant Adjutant- Oeneral to General Grant. 

Sib : The division surgeon having placed some one hundred or more sick 
on board the Fanny Bullitt, I have permitted her to take them to Savan- 
nah. There is neither house nor building of any kind that can be used for 
a hospital here. 

I hope to receive an order to establish floating hospitals, but in the mean 
time, by the advice of the surgeon, allow these sick men to leave. Let me 
hope that it will meet your approbation. 

The order for debarkation came while General Sherman was absent with 
three brigades, and no men are left to move the effects of these brigades. 

The landing, too, is small, with scarcely any chance to increase it ; there- 
fore there is a great accumulation of boats. Colonel McArthur has arrived, 
and is now cutting a landing for himself. 

General Sherman will return this evening. I am obliged to transgress, 
and write myself in the mean time. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 

J. H. Uammoxd, Auistant Adjutant- General. 

P. 8 — 4 P. M. — Just back ; have been half-way to Corinth and to Purdy. 
All right. Have just read this letter, and approve all but floating hospitals; 
regimental surgeons can take care of all sick, except chronic cases, which can 
always be sent down to Paducah. 

Magnificent plain for camping and drilling, and a military point of great 
strength. The enemy has felt us twice, at great loss and demoralization j 
will report at length this evening ; am now much worn out 

W. T. Sherman, Brigadier- GeneraL 
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IlKAOQrARTSRJ FuMT DlVIfllO.V, ) 

Fmtmvm Lakdiso, March U, 186S. ) 
Certain BAiniKS, ABiittantAi^juianUOeMralto Oenmul Grast, iSbromiaili 

Sir : I have jast retnimed from an extensive rocomKniaaiioe toward 
Corinth and Purd j, and am strongly impressed with the importance of this 
position, both for its land advantages and its etratogio position. The 
ground itself admits of easy defense by a email command, and yet afTorda 
admirable camping-ground for a hundred thousand men. I will aa 8oon as 
possible make or cause to be made a topographical sketch of the position. 
The oolj dravlMMsk la that| at tliia stage of wateri tbe qiaoe for Ittiding ia 
contraoted too much for the fanmenae fleet noir here diaeharging. 

I will pnah the loading and udoadingof boata, hnt aoggeat that yon aend 
at once (Captain Dodd, if possible) the best quartermaater yon can, that he 
may control and organize this whole matter. I hare a good commiasaryt 
and will keep aa few provisions afloat as possible. Yours, etc., 

W. T. Sbbbman, Brigadier- General commandinff. 



Hbadqcabtxbs Sbsbmas's Division, i 
Oavp Sbuob, mxax P iTW B O K O Lavdiko, TsmnsflEB, Jpril 2, 1S68. f 

Captain J. A. Kawi.i.ns, AitUtant A/Jjutant- Gcrural to General Grant. 

Sir: la obedience to General Grunt's instructions of March 31st, with 
one section of Captain Mucnch^s Minnesota Battery, two twelve-pound 
howitcert, a detachment of Fifth Ohio Gayalry of one hundred and fifty men, 
nnder Mi^or Bicker, and two battafiona of infantry from the Ftfty-eerenth 
and Seventy-aeyenth Ohio^ noder the command of Oolonela Hildebrand and 
Mungen, I marched to the river, and embarked on the steamers Empress 
and Tecumseh. The gunboat Cairo did not arrive at Pittsburg, until after 
midnight, and at 6 a. m. Captain I?ryjint, connii.nndiDg the gunboat, noti- 
fied mo that he was ready to proceed up the river. I followed, keeping 
the transports within about three hundred yards of the gunboat. About 
1 p. M., the Cairo commenced aheHing the battery above the month of In- 
dian Oreek, but elicited no reply. Bhe proceeded np the river ateadily and 
cantioiialy, followed doae by the Tyler and Leadngton, all throwing dieUa 
at the points where, on former visits of the gunboats, eneroy^s batteriea 
were found. In this order all followed, till it was demonstrated that all the 
enemy's batteries, inrltnlin- tlmt at Cliickasaw, were abandoned. 

I ordered the battalion i f infantry under Colonel Hildebrand to disem- 
bark at Eastport, and with tlio otlier battalion proceeded to Chickasaw and 
landed. The battery at tliis point had evidently been abandoned some 
time, and consisted of the rematna of an dd Indian monnd, partly waahed 
away by the river, which had been fiuhioned into a two-gtm battery, with 
« aniaU magaiine. The groond to ita tear had evidently been overflowed 
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daring the late freshet, and led to the rcmoral of the guns to Eastport, 
where the batteries were on high, elevated groond, aooesnble at all aeascoa 
from the country to the renr. 

Ui>on personiU inspection, I attach little importance to Chickasaw as a 
military position. The people, who had fled during the approach of the 
gunboats, returned to the village, and said the place had boon occupied by 
one Tennessee regiment and a battery of artiUery from Fensaoola. After 
remaining at Ohlekaaav some hooray all the boats dropped back to East- 
port, not more than a mile below, and landed there. Eastport Landing 
during the late freshet most have been abont twelTO ftet onder ▼ater, bat 
at the present stage the landing is the best I have seen on the Ten ne ss ee 
River. 

The levee is clear of trees or snag% and a hundred boats ooold land 

there without confusion. 

The soil is of sand and gravel, and very firm. The road back is hard, 
find at a distance of about four liundred yards from the water besrin the 
pravel hills of the country. Tlie infantry scouts sent out by Colonel Ililde- 
brand found the onemy^s cavalry mounted, and watching the luca road, 
about two miles back of Eastport. The distance to luca is only eight miles, 
and looa is the nearest pouit and has the best road hj irldch the Charles- 
ton & Memphis Baihroad can be reached. I could obtahi no certain Snfonna- 
tion as to the strength of the enemy there, but am satisfied that it would 
have been folly to have attempted it with my command. Our ol^eot b^ng 
to dislodge the enemy from the batteries recently erected near Eastport, 
and this being attained, I have returned, and report the river to be clear 
to and beyond Chickasaw. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W, T. Sherman, 
Brigadier' General commanding Division, 



HXADQVABTXRS FlTTH DiTISION. ) 

Camt Sbiloh, Jpril 6, 1868. f 

CapUtin J. A. Rawuns, Atsistant Adjutant- General^ Jjistrict qf Western 
Tennessee, 

Sib : 1 iiave the honor to report that yesterday, about 3 i*. m., the lieu- 
tenant comuiaoding and seven men of the advance pickets imprudently 
advanced firom thdr posts and were captured. I ordered M^)or Bicker, ii 
the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, to proceed rapidly to the pid^et-station, ascertain 
the truth, and act according to circnmstances. He reached the station, 
found the pickets had been captured as reported, and that a company of 
inftntry sent by the brigade commander had gone forward in parsdt of 
some cavalry. lie rapidly advanced some two miles, and found them en- 
gaged, charged the enemy, and drove them along the Bidge road, till he 



Digitized by Google 



1808.] 



BAIXLE; Of SHILOH. 



285 



met and received three discharges of artillery, wliea lie Tery properlj 
wheeled under cover, and returned till ho met me. 

As soon as I lieard artillery, I advanced with two regiments of infantry, 
and took pobition, and remained until tlio scattered companies of inlautry 
And cavalry had returned. This was after night. 

I infer that the enemy is in tome eonsidenble foroe aA Pm Bidge, that 
yesterdsj moniing they crossed a brigade of two regiments of Inftntiy, one 
regiment of eaTsbyt battery of field-artiUeiy, to the ridge on whioh 

the Cforinth road lies. They halted the infiuitiy and artflkvy at a point 
about five miles in my front, sent a detachment to the lane of General 
MeakS| on the north of Owl Creek, and the cavalry down toward our camp. 
This cavalry captured a part of our advance pickets, and afterward en- 
gaged the two companies of Colonel Buckland's regiment, as described by 
him in his report herewith inclosed. Our cavalry drove them back upon 
their artillery and Infantry, killing many, and bringing olf ten prisoners, all 
of the First Alabama Cavalry, whom I send to you. 

'VTe lost of the pickets one first-lieutenant and seven men of the Ohio 
Seventieth Ittfkntry (listinolosed); one mi^or, one nontenant, and one pri- 
vate of the Seventy-aecond Ohio, taken prisoners ; eight privatse wonnded 
(namea in foD, embraced in report of Colonel BnoUand, inolosed Iterewith). 

Ife took ten prisoners^ and left two rebels woonded and many killed on 
the field. 

I have the honor to be, yonr obedient aervant, 

W. T. Shbbkav, 
BrigadieT'GtMfalf commanding JHoition. 

Hs*x>QrARTsn8 Fitth Bmsiox, ) 
CAJiP Shiloh, April 10, 1862. ) 

Captain J. A. Kawltks, Aitiitant Adjutant- General to General Gsakt. 

Sir : I had the honor to report that on Friday the 4th inst., the enemy's 
cavnlry drove in our pickets, posted about a inilo and a half in advance of 
tuy centre, on the main Corinth rond, capturing one first-lieutenant and 
seven men; that I caused a pursuit by the cavalry of my division, driving 
them back about five miles, and killing many. On Saturday the enemy's 
cavalry was again very bold, coming well down to our front ; yet 1 did not 
believe they designed any thing bnt a strong demonstration. On Sonday 
monung early, the 0th inst, the enemy drove our advanoe-goard back on the 
main body, when I ordered nnder anns all nty division, and sent word to 
General HcOlemand, aaking him to snpport my left; to General Prentiss, 
giving him notice that tiie enemy was in our front in force, and to General 
Uurlbut, asking him to support General Prentiss. At that time->7 a. ic. — 
my division was arranged as follows : 

First Brigade, composed of the Sixth Iowa, Colonel J. A. McDowell; 
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Fortieth Illinois, Colonel Ilicks; Forty-sixth Ohio, Colonel Worthington; 
and the Morton bnttory, Captain Bchr, on the extreme rlghtg gnarding the 
bridge on the Purdy road over Owl Creek. 

Second Brlirado, composed of the Fifty-fifth Illinois;, Colonel D. Stuart; 
the Fifty-founli Cihio, Colonel T. Kilby Smith; and the Seventy-first Ohio, 
Colonel Mason, on the extreme left, guarding the ford over Lick Crtck. 

Third Brigade, composed of the Seventy-seventh Ohio, Colonel liilde- 
brand; the Fifty-third Ohio, Oolosel Appier ; and the Fi%-aeT6ntl4 Ohio, 
Oolonel Hnngen, on the left of the Oorinth load, its right resting on Shilob 
meeting-hoaee. 

Fonrth Brigade^ composed of the Seventy-seoond Ohio^ Ooloael Bnokland ; 

the Forty-eighth Ohio, Colonel BoUivan ; and the Seventieth Ohio, Odonel 
Cockerill, on the right of the Corinth road, ita left reating on Shiloh 

meeting-house. 

Two bnttc ric^of artillery — Taylor's and Waterhouse's — were posted, the 
f',»rmor at .^liil ili, and the latter on a ridge to the left, with a front-fire over 
open ground between Mungen's and Appier's regiments. The cavalry, 
cifilit companies of the Fonrth Illinois, under Colonel Dickey, were posted 
in a iurgu open field to the left and rear of Shiloh meoting-hoase, which I 
regarded aa the oentre of my position. 

Shortly after 7 m., with my entire atafl^ I rode along a portion of onr 
front, and when in the open fi^d before Api>ler*a regimenl^ the enemy^a 
pioketa opened a briok fire npon tny party, kiUing my orderly, Thomaa J>. 
Ilolliday, of Company H, Seoond Illinois Cavalry. The fire came from the 
bnahea which line a small stream that rises in the field in front of Appler^a 
camp, and flows to the north along my -whole front. 

This valley aflbrded the enemy partial cover ; but our men were so posted 
Q3 to have a good fire at them as they crossed the Yollej and ascended the 
rising ground on our side. 

About 8 A. M. I saw the glistening bayonets of heavy masses of infantry 
to our left front in the woods beyond the small stream alluded to, and be- 
came aatisfied for the fiiat time thaft the enemy designed a determined 
attack on oar whole camp. 

All the regimenta of my division were then in line of battle at their 
proper posta. I rode to Oolonel Appier, and ordered him to hold hia ground 
at all hazards, as be held the left flank of our first line of battle, and I informed 
him tibat he had a good battery on hia right, and strong enpport to his rear. 
Greneral McClemand had promptly and energetically responded to my 
request, and had sent me three regiments which were posted to protect 
"Waterhouse's battery and the left thmk of my line. 

Tlio battle opened by the enemy's battery, in the woods to our front, 
throwing shells into our camp. Taylor's and Waterhouse's batteries 
promptly responded, and I then observed heavy battalions of infantry 
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passing obliqaely to tlio left, across the open field in Appier's front ; also, 
otbor columna advancing directly npon my division. Our infjintry and 
artillery opened along the whole lino, and the battle became p:eneral. Otiier 
heavy inassos of tlio enemy's forces kept jnis-sing across the lield to our left, 
and directing their course on General Prentiss. I saw at once that the 
enemy designed to pass my left Hank, and fall upon Genorais McCJlcrnaiid 
and Prentiss, whose line of camps was almost parallel witii fhe Tennmsee 
RWer, and about two milea back from it Very soon the BOtmd of artillery 
and musketry aanoonced that General PraitiBBiraa engaged; and ahoat 
9 A. iL I judged that he was falling bade Aboat this time Appler^a regi- 
ment broke in disorder, followed by Mimgen*s regiment, and the enemy 
pressed forward on Waterbouse's battery thereby exposed. 

The three Illinois regiments in immediate support of this battery stood 
for some time ; bnt tbo enemy's advance was so vigorous, and tlie fire so 
severe, that when Colonel Ilaith, of the Forty-tliird Illinois, received a se- 
vere wound and fell from Lis horse, his regiment and the others manifested 
disorder, and the enemy got possession of three guns of this (Watcrhouso's) 
battery. Although oui* left was thus turned, and the enemy was pressing 
oar whole line, I deemed Shiloh so Important, that I remained by it and 
renewed my orders to Oolonels MeDowell and BaoUand to hold their 
groond; and we did hold these positions until abont 10 a. if., when the 
enemy had got his artillery to the rear of onr left flank and some ohango 
became absolutely necessary. Two regiments of Hildebrand^s brigade^ 
AppIer^s and Mongen^s — had already disappeared to the rear, and Hilde- 
brand';? own regiment was in disorder. I therefore gave orders for Taylor's 
battery — still at Shiloh — to fall back as far as the Purdy and Hamburg road, 
and for McDowell and Buckland to adopt that road as their now line. I 
rode aiTd-s tlie angle and met Behr's battery at the cross-roads, and (»rdorod 
it iuiiaoiiiatcly to como into battery, action right. Captain Bchr gavo the 
order, but he was almost immediately shot from his horse, when drivers and 
gonners fled in disorder, oarrying off the caissons, and abandoning Ato out 
of six gons, withoQt firhig a shot The enemy pressed on, gaining this bat- 
tery, and we were again fbroed to ohoose a new fine of defense. HUdebrand's 
brigade had substantially disappeared from the field, though he himself 
bravely remamed. ICoDoweirs and BocUand's brigades maintained their 
organizations, and were conducted by ray aides, so as to join on General 
McClornand's right, thus abandonint^ my original camps and line. Tliis was 
about 10} A. M., at wliirh time the enemy had made a furious attack on 
General McClernand s whole front. ITo struggled most determinedly, but, 
finding him pressed, I moved McDowell's brigade directly against the lot't 
fiauk of the enemy, forced him back some di^itance, and then directed the 
men to arail thenuelves of erery eoyer-^ree% fsllen timber, and a wooded 
▼aUey to onr right. We held this position for fonr long hours, some- 
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times gaining sndat others losing gruuiid; General McOIenumd and my- 
self acting in perfect oonoert, and straggling to maintain this line. WhOe 
we were ao hard pressed, two Iowa regiments approached from the rear, 
bnt could not be brought up to the serere Are that was raging in oar front, 

and General Grant, who visited US on that ground, will remember our situ- 
ation aboot 3 p. M. ; bat about 4 p. m. it was evident that Hurlbat^s line had 
been driven back to the river; and knowing that General Lew Wallace was 
coming with reinforcements from Crump's Landing, General McCIernand 
and I, on consultation, selected a now lino of defense, with its right covering 
n bridge by which General "Wallace had to flpi)rofirh. "Wo fell back as well 
as we could, gathering in addition to our own such scattered forces aa we 
coald find, and formed the new line. 

Daring this change the enemy's cavalry charged as, hot were handsomely 
repulsed by the Twenty-ninth lUinois Regunent, The Fifth Ohio Battery, 
which had come ap, rendered good sernce in holding the enemy in check 
for some time^ and M^{or Taylor also came np with another hsttery and got 
into potion, jost in time to get a good flank-fire upon the enemy's colamn, 
as he pressed on General McOlemand^s right, checking his advance; when 
General McClemand's division made a fine cliargo on the enemy and drove 
him back into the ravines to our front and right. I had a clear field, about 
two hundred yards wide, in my immediate front, and contented myself 
with keeping tlie enciuy*:, infantry at tliat distance during the rest of tlio 
day. In this position we rested for the night. My command had become 
decidedly of a mixed character. Backland's brigade was the only one that 
retained its organization. Oolonel Hildehrtnd was personally there, hot 
his hrigadc was not Oolonel McDowell hnd heen severely injured hy a fiill 
off his horse, and had gone to the river, and the three regiments of his hri- 
gade were not in line. The Thirteenth Missouri, Oolonel OraAs J. Wright, 
had reported to mo on the field, and fought well, retaining its regimental 
organization; and it formed a part of my lino daring Sunday niglit and all 
Monday. Other fragments of regiments and companies had also fallen into 
my division, and acted with it during the remainder of the battle. Generals 
Grant and liucU visited me in our bivouac that evening, and from them I 
lonrncd the situation of alTairs on other parts of the field. General Wjillaco 
arrived from Crump's Landing shortly after dark, and formed Ijis line to my 
right rear. It rained hard during the night, bat our men were in good 
spirits, lay on thefar arms, heing satisfied with' each hread and meat aa 
coold he gathered at the nei^horing camps, and determined to redeem on 
Monday the losses of Sunday. 

At daylight of Monday I received General Grant*s orders to advance and 
recaptare oar original camps. I <li^: atched several members of my staff to 
bring up all the men they could find, especially the brigade of Colonel 
Stuart, which had been separated from the division all the day before; and 
at the appointed time the division, or rather what remained of it, with the 



Digitized by Google 



1868.] 



BATTLE OF 6HIL0H. 



239 



Thiiteenih MiBsonri and other fra^cnta^ moved funvard and raocoapied 

the ground on the extreme right of General McClernand's camp, -where we 
attracted the fire of a bnttory located near Colonel McDowell's lurnicr head- 
quarters. Hero I remained, patiently waiting for tho sound of General 
Buell's advance upon the main Corinth road. About 10 a. m. the heavy 
firing in that direction, and i*s steady approach, satisfied mo; and General 
"Wallace being on our right flank with his well-conducted divi&ion, iled tho 
head of my column to General McClemand'a right, formed line of battle, 
fadng tontli, with BacUand'a brigade direotlj aorosa the ridge, and Stoart'a 
brigade on ita right in the wooda ; and thoa adTanoed, ateadilj and dowly, 
under a heavy fire of mnaketry and artiUeij. Taylor had joat got to me 
from the rear, vhere he had gone fbr airnnimitton, and brongiht up three 
gons, which I ordered into position, to advance by hand firing. These 
gnus belonged to Company A, Chicago Light Artillery, commanded by 
Lientcnnnt P. P. Wood, and did most excellent service. Under cover of 
their fire, we advanced till wo reached tlic point where the Corinth road 
crosses the lino of McClernand's camp, and here I saw for the first time tho 
well-ordered and compact columns of General Buell's Kentucky forces, 
whose soldierly movements at ouco gave conHdence to our newer and less 
disoiplined men. Here I saw WiUich^a regiment advance upon a point of 
water-oaks and thicket, behind which I Imew the enemy waa in great 
itrength, and enter it in beantIM atyle. Then aroae the eevereat mnaketry- 
fire I ever heard, and laated aome twenty minotea, when thia aplendid regi- 
ment had to fall baolc This green point of timber is about five hundred 
yards eaat of Shiloh meeiing-honse, and it was evident here was to be the 
struggle. The enemy could also be seen forming his lined to the south. 
General McClernand sending to me for artillery, I detached to him tho three 
gunrf of "Wood's hattery, with which he speedily drove them back, and, 
seeing some others to tho rear, I sent one of my staff to bring them forward, 
■when, by almos^t providential decree, they proved to bo two twenty-four- 
pound howitzers belonging to McAlister's battery, and served as well as 
guns ever could be. 

Thia waa about 2 p* m. The enemy had one battery dose by Shiloh, 
and another near the Hamburg road, both pouring grape and eaniat'er upon 
any column of troopa that advanced upon the green point of water-oaka. 
WUUdh'a regiment had been repulsed, but a whole brigade of MoCook^s di- 
vision advanced beautifully, deployed, and entered this dreaded wood. I 
ordered my second brigade (then commanded by Colonel T. Kilby Smith, 
Colonel Stuart being wounded) to form on its right, and my fourth brigade. 
Colonel Buckland, on its right; all to advance abreast with this Kentucky 
brigade before mentioned, which I afterward found to be Rousseau's hri- 
gado of McCook's division. I gave personal direction to the twenty-four- 
pounder gims, whose well-directed firo first silenced tho enemy's guns to 
the left, and afterward at the Shiloh meeting-house. 
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Bonsscfiu^s brigade moved in splendid order steadilj to tbe front, sweep* 
iDg every thing before it, and at4p* u. we stood upon the ground of oar 
original front lino ; and the enemy was in full retreat. I direotod my aev- 
eral brigades to resume at once their original camps. 

Several times during the battle, cartridges gave out; but General Grant 
had thoughtfully kept a suji})ly coming from the rear. When I appealed to 
regiments to stand fast, although out of cartridges, I did so because, to ro 
tire a regiment for any cause, has a bad effect on others. I commend the 
Fortieth BlUiois and Thirteenth lOsMnui for thus holding thefar ground 
under heayy fire^ althengh their eartridge-hoxes were empty. 

I am ordered by General Grant to giye personal credit where I think it Is 
dne^ and censure where I think it merited. I concede that General McCook^s 
splendid division fr(mi Kentucky drove back the enemy along the Oorinth 
road, which was the great centre of this field of battle, where Beauregard 
commanded in person, snpported by Bragg's, Polk's, and Brockcnridge's 
division?. I tliink Johnston wa^ killed by exposing himself in front of his 
troops, at the time of their attack on Buckland'e brigade on Sunday morn- 
ing ; although in this I may be mistaken. 

My division was made up of rcgiinenta perfectly new, nearly all having 
received their muskets for the first time at Padacah. None of them had 
ever been under fire or beheld heary oolamns of an enemy bearing down 
on them as they did on last Sunday. 

To expect of them the coolness and steadiness of older troops woold be 
wrong. They knew not the value of combination and organization. When 
individual fears seized them, the first impulse was to get away, ^^fy third 
brigade did bre&k much too soon, and I am not yet advised where they 
were during Sunday afternoon and Monday morning. Colonel Ilildcbrand, 
its cnnunandt'r, was as cool as any man I ever ?,nw, and no one could liavo 
made stronger efforts to hold his men to their places than ho did. lie kept 
his own regiment with individual exceptions in hand, an hour after Ap- 
pier's and Mungen'a regiments had left their proper field of action. Colonel 
Bnokland managed his brigade well I commend him to your notice as a 
cod, intelligent, and Jndicioos gentleman, needing only coiAdence and ex* 
perienoe to make a good oomxnander. His snbordinates^ Colonels SoUiTan 
and Oookerlll, behaTsd with great gallantry; the fbrmer recdving a severe 
wound on Sonday, and yet commanding and holding his regiment well in 
hand all day, and on Monday, until his right arm was broken by a shot. 
Colonel Cockerill held a larger proportion of his men than any colonel in 
my division, and was with me from first to last. 

Colonel J. A. McDowell, commanding the first brigade, hold liis ground 
on Sunday, till I ordered him to fall back, wLIch he did in line of battle; 
and when ordered, he con l acted the attack on the enemy's left in good 
style. In falling back to thu next position, ho was thrown from his horse 
and icgared, and his brigade was not in position on Monday morning. His 
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subordinates, Colonels Hicks and IVorthington, displayed great persona, 
courage. Colonel Hicks led his regiment in the attack on Sunday, and re- 
ceived a wound, which it is feared may prove mortal. Ho is a brave and 
gallant gentleman, and deserves well of his country. Lieutenant-Colonel 
"Walcutt, of the Ohio Forty-sixth, was severely wounded on Sunday, and 
has been disabled ever since. My second brigade. Colonel Stuart, was 
detached nearly two miles from my headquarters. He had to fight his own 
battle on Sunday, against superior numbers, as the enemy interposed be- 
tween him and General Prentiss early in the day. Colonel Stuart was 
wounded severely, and yet reported for duty on Monday morning, but was 
compelled to leave during the day, when the command devolved on Colonel 
T. Xilby Smith, who was always in the thickest of the fight, and led the 
brigade handsomely. 

I have not yet received Colonel Stuarf s report of the operations of his 
brigade during the time ho was detached^ and must therefore forbear to 
mention names. Lieutenant-Colonel Kyle, of the Seventy-first, was mortally 
wounded on Sunday, but the regiment itself I did not see, as only a small 
fragment of it was with the brigade when it joined the division on Mon- 
day morning. Great credit is due the fragments of men of the disordered 
regiments who kept in the advance. I observed and noticed them, but 
until the brigadiers and colonels make their reports, I cannot venture to 
name individuals, but will in due season notice all who kept in our front 
line, as well as tliose who preferred to keep back near the steamboat-land- 
ing. I will also send a foil list of the killed, wounded, and missing, by 
name, rank, company, and regiment. At present I submit the result in 
figures : 
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OOeeraklDfld II 

OfBoen woonded ....«• 

Offlc«niiif»0ing 6 

fioldlers killed 802 

Bokliere woaoded 1,280 

8oldl«niDlMliiff - 4Si 

AfgNgiteloMlBllMdlTtakn M TflU 



The enony captovod wren of our guns on Bmidaj, but on ICondtj 
we reoovered seven; not the identical gnns we had lost) bnt enough in 

nnmber to halAnce tbo acoonnt. At the time of recovering our oamps onr 
men were so fatigued that we conid not follow the retreating masses of the 
enemy ; but on the following day I followed up with Bnckland's and Hil- 
debrand'3 brigade for six miles, the result of wLich I have already reported. 

Of my personal staff, I can only speak with praise and tlianks. I think 
they sraelled as much gunpowder and he;ird as many cannon-balls nud liillets 
as must satisfy their ambition. Captain Hammond, my chief of stall', though 
in feeble health, was Tery aotiye in rallying brolcen troops, encouraging the 
Btea^ast and aiding to fonn the lines ik delSBoae and attack. I reoommend 
him to yonr notioe. lia|or Banger\i intelligenoeb qvhsk perception, and rapid 
exeontion, were of Terj great value to me, espedally in brining into lino 
the batteries tliat cooperated ao efficiently in our movements. Gaptaina 
McCoy and Dayton, aidcs-de-caap, were with me all the time, carrying 
orders, and acting with coolness, spirit, and courage. To Surgeon Ilarts- 
home and Dr. L'Hommedieu hundreds of wounded men are indebted for 
the kind and excellent treatment received on iho field of battle and in tho 
various temporary hospitals created along tho lino of our operations. Tliey 
worked day and night, and did not rest till all tho wounded of our own 
troops as well as of tho enemy were in safe and comfortable shelter. To 
M^jor Taylor, chief of artOlery, I fS»el nnder deep obligations, for his good 
aenae and Judgment in managing the batteries^ on which ao mnoh depended. 
I inclose his report and indorse hia recommendations. The cavalry of my 
command kept to the rear, and took little part in the action ; but it would 
have been madness to have exposed horses to the musketry-fire nnder which 
we were compelled to remain from Sunday at 8 a. m. till Monday at 4 p. m. 

Captain Kossack, of tho cnpnnccr« wrs with mo nil tliotime, and was of 
great assistance. I inclose his sketch of tho battle-field, whirh is the best I 
have seen, and which will enable yon to see tho various positions occupied 
by my division, aa well as of the otla rs that participated in the battle. I 
will also send in, during the day, tho detailed reports of my brigadiers and 
colonels, and wiU indorse them with such remarks as I deem proper. 
I am, with much respect, your obedient aerrant, 

W. T. BniBirAir, 
BHffadUir'O0Mfdl eommaiiiiiiing F^fth JDkitkn. 
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HsADQUAjrrxBa Fifth Divuiov, ) 
Ihrndag, April B, ISM. S 

SiB : With the cavalry placed at my command and two briga^des of my 
fiitigoed troopa^ I went tfaia moniiiig out on the Oorinih road. One after 
another of the abandoned campa of the enemj lined the roada, with boapital- 
flaga for their protection ; at all we found more or lesa wounded and dead 
men. At the forka of the road I foond tiie head of General T. J. Wood'a 
division of Bnell's Army. I ordraed cavalry to examine both roa ls leading 
toward Corinth, and foand the enemy on both. Colonel Dickey, of the Fourth 
Illinois Cavalry, asking for reGnforcemcnts, I ordered General "VN'ood to ad- 
vance the head of his column cautiously on the left-hand road, while I con- 
ducted the head of the third briprade of my division up the right-hand road. 
About half a milo from the forks was a clear field, tlirough which the road 
passed, and, immediately beyond, a space of some two hundred yards of 
fallen timber, and beyond that an extensive rebel camp. The enemy 's cav- 
alrj coold be aeen in fhia camp ; after reconnoiaBBnoe, I ordered the two 
adyanoe companiea of the Ohio Beventy-ieventh, Ck>lonel Hildebrand, to 
deploy forward aa akinniahera, and the regiment itself forward into Ihie, 
with an inter Fal of one hundred yards. In this order we adTanced osatidnaly 
until the skirmishers were engaged. Taking it for granted this disposition 
would clear the camp, I held Colonel Dickey^s Fourth Illinois Cavalry ready 
for the charge. The enemy's cnvnlrv came down boldly at a charge, led by 
General Forrest in person, breaking through our line of skirmishers ; when 
the regiment of infantry, without cause, broke, threw away their muskets, 
and lied. Tho ground was admirably adapted for a deteuse of infantry 
against cavalry, being miry and covered with fallen timber. 

As the regiment of infantry broke, Dickey's Cavalry began to discharge 
their carbines, and ftU into disorder. I instantly sent orders to the rear for 
the brigade to form line of battle, which waa promptly executed. The 
broken infimtry and oavalry rallied on this line, and, aa the enemy^a cavalry 
came to it, oor cavalry in torn charged and drove them from the field. I 
advanced the entire brigade over the same ground and sent Colonel Dickey's 
cavaliy a mile farther on the road. On examining the ground which had 
been oocnpied hy f] -^ Scvcnty-st venth Ohio, wo found fifteen of our men 
dend and about twenty-five wounded. I sent for wagons and liad nil tho 
wounded carried back to camp, and caosed the dead to be buried, also the 
whole rebel camp to bo destroyed. 

Here wo found much ammunition for field-pieces, which was destroyed ; 
also two caissons, and a general hospital, withaboat two hundred and eighty 
Confederate womided, and abont flffy of oir own wounded men. Kot 
having the means of bringing them oS; Colonel IHckey, by my orders, took 
a surrender, aigned by the medical director (Lyie) and by all the attending 
surgeons, and a pledge to rep<Hrt themselves to yon aa prisoners of war ; also 
n pledge that our wounded ahould be careftally attended to^ and aurrendered 
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to U3 to-morrow as soon as ambulances could so out. I inclose this written 
document, and request that you cause wagons or ambulances for our wonntl- 
ed to bo sent to-morrow, ami that wagons bo sent to bring in the many 
tents belonging to us wLkh are pitcbed alon^? tlio road for four miles 
out. I did not destroy tbeui, because 1 know the enemy could not movo 
them. The roads are verj bad, and an iferewed with abandoned wagons, 
ambulances, and Umber-bozea. TThe eneiqy haa mooeeded la canTing off 
the gmu, bnt haa crippled hia batteiiea hj abandoning the hind Umber* 
boxea of at leaat twenty caiaa oa fl. I am aatiafied the enemy^a infimtrj 
and artillery passed lick Greek thia morning^ traveling all of last nighti 
and that he left to his rear all his cavalry, which has protected his 
retreat; but signs of confusion and disorder mark the whole road. The 
check sustained by us at the fallen timber delayed our advance, so that night 
camo upon us before the wounded were provided for and the dead buried, 
and our troops being fagged out by three days' hard fighting, exposure, and 
privation, I ordered them back to llicir camps, where they now are. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SnERSiAN, 

Brvgadier-Omirdl commanding IHvitum, 

General Grant did not make an official report of die battle 
of Shiioby bnt all its incidents and erents were covered bj the 
reports of dividon commanders and snbordinates. Ftobably no 

single battle of the war gave rise to such wild and damaging re- 
ports. It w;i.s publicly asserted at the Xorth that our army was 
taken comi)letely by surprise ; that the rebels caught us in our 
tents ; bayoneted the men in their beds ; that General Grant was 
dnink ; that BuelPs opportune anival saved the Army of the 
Tennessee from, utter anmlulation, etc Tbefie reports were in a 
measore sustained bj the published opinions of Generals Buell, 
Kelson, and others, who had reached the steamboat-kndiug 
from the east, just before nightfall of the 6th9 when there was 
a laige crowd of frightened, stampeded men, who damored and 
declared that our army was all destroyed and beaten. Per- 
sonally I saw General Qmat, who with his stafE visited me abont 
10 A. iL of the fith, when we were desperately cn!j:;iL:ed. But 
we had checked the headlong assault of our enemy, and then 
held our ground. This gave him great satisfaction, and he told 
me that things did not look as well over on the left. He also 
told me that on bis way up from Savannah that morning be 
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had stopped at Ornmp^s Landing, and had ordered Lew Wallace's 
diviaioii to croes over Lick Creek, bo as to dome up on my right, 
teOiiig me to look oat for him. He again came to me joat be- 
fore dark, and deacribed the last aasanlt made by the rebela at 
the rayine, near the eteamboat-landing, which be had repelled 
by a heavy battery collected mder Oolonel J. D. Webster and 
other officers, and he was convinced that the battle was over for 
that dav. lie ordered me to be ready to assume the offen- 
sive in the morning, saying that, as he had observed at Fort 
Donelson at the crisis of tlie battle, both sides seemed defeated, 
and wlioevcr a^^snmcd tlie offensive was sure to win. General 
Grant also explained to me that General Buell had reached the 
bank of the Tennessee River opposite Fittsbnrg Landing, and 
was in the act of ferrying his troops across at the time he was 
speaking to me. 

Abont half an honr afterward General Bnell himself rode 
np to where I was, accompanied by Colonels Fry, Michler, 
and others of bis stafL I waa dismoonted at the tune, and Gear 
end BneU made of me a good many significant inquiries abont 
matters and things generally. By the aid of a manuscript 
map made by myself, I pointed out to him our positions as 
they had been in the morning, and our then positions ; I also 
explained to him that my right then covered the bridge over Lick 
Creek by which we had all day been expectins^ Lrw "Wallace ; 
that ^^fcCleraand was on my left, Hm'lbut on his left, and so on. 
But Buell said he liad come up from the landing, and had not 
seen our men, of whose existence in fact he seemed to doubt. 
I inaisted that I had fiye thooaand good men still left in line, 
and thovj^t that McClemand had aa many more, and that with 
what waa left of Hnrlbnt's, W. H. L. WaUace's, and Prentiss's 
divisions, we ought to baTe ei^teen thonaand men fit for 
battle. I reckoned that ten tiionsand of oar men were dead, 
wounded, or pnsoners, and tliat the enemy's loss could not be 
much less. Buell said that Nelson's, McCook's, and Crittenden's 
divi.-ions of bis aimy, containing eighteen thousand men, had 
arrived and could cross over in the night, and be ready for the 
next day's battle. I argued that with these reenf orcements wo 
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coald sweep tlie field. Eucll R-tmctl to iiii^tii;.-: u-, re- 
peatedlj suid that Le did not like tbe looks of tilings, espe- 
cially alx>tit the boatdanding, and I really feared lie woilIJ 
not cross over Lis army that night, lest he should become in 
volved in our general disaster. He aid not, of course, imder- 
Ftiind the shape of the ground, and asked me for the n?e <'f my 
map, which I lent him on the promise that he would return it. 
He handed it to ]SIajor Michler to have it copie<J, and the origi- 
nal returned to me, which Michler did two or three days atler 
the battle. Buell did crott oyer that night, and the next daj we 
assumed the offensive and swept the field, thus gaining the 
battle dedidTelj. Keyertheleee^ the controversy was started and 
kept up, mostly to the peraonal prejudice of Genend Grant, who 
tm tunal maintained an imperturbable silence. 

After the battle, a constant atream of civilian aoigeona, and 
eanitaiy oomnusaiGn agents, men and women, came the Ten- 
nessee to bring relief to the tfaonsands of maimed and wounded 
aoldiers for whom we had imperfect means of ahelter and caie. 
These people canght up the camp-storiea, which on thdr letnni 
liome tiiej^ retailed through their local papers, usuallj elevating 
their own ne ighbors into heroes^ but deciy ing aJl others. Among 
them was lieatenant-Govemor Stantob, of Ohio^ who pnblifihed 
in Belfontaine, Ohio, a most abusive artide abont Gteneral Grant 
and his subordinate generals. As General Grant did not an 1 
wonld not take np the cudgels, I did so. !My letter in reply i<> 
Staiil<^n, dated June 10, 1862, was published in the Cincinnati 
Commercial soon after its d:ite. To this Lieutenant-Governor 
Stanton rej>liod, and I further rejoined in a letter dated July 
12, lHn2. These letters are too personal to be revived. By this 
time tlic r' iMd ]>( oj.le of the North hadbegim to have their eyes 
opened, and to give ns in the field more faith and support, 
btanton was never again elected to any public office, and was 
commonly spoken of as "the late Mr. Stanton." lie is now 
dead, and I doubt not in life he often regretted his mistake iu 
attempting to gain popular fame by abusing the armydeaders, 
then as now an easy and fayorite mode of gaining notoriety, if 
not popularity. Of course^ aabseqnent eyents gaye General 
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Grant and most of the other actors iu that battle their appropri- 
ate phice in history, bnt the danger of sudden popular clamors 
is well illustrated by this case. 

Tho battle of Shiloh, or Pittsburg Landing, was one of tho 
!]iost fiercely contested of the war. On the morning of April 6, 
16G2, the five divisions of McClemandj Prentiss, Hurlbut, W. H. 
L. Wallace, and Sherman, aggregated about thirty-two thousand 
men. We had no intrenchments of any sort, on tho theory that 
aa Boon as Buell arrived we would march to Corinth to attack the 
enemy. The rebel army, commanded by General Albert Sidney 
Johnston, was, according to their own reports and admissions, 
forty-five thousand strongs had the momentnm of attad^ and 
beyond all question fonght skiUfnlly from early morning till 
abont 2 p. iL, when their eommandeMn-chief was killed by a 
Hini^-ball in the calf of his leg, which penetrated the boot and 
seyered the main artezy. There was then a perceptible loll for 
a conple of honis^ when the attack was renewed, but with mnch 
less vehemence, and oonfinned np to dark. £arly at night the 
division of Lew Wallace arrived from the other side of Snake 
Creek, not having fired a shot. A very small part of General 
Buell's army was on our side of the Tennessee Iwiver that 
evening, and their loss was trivial. 

During that night, the three divisions of McCook, Nelson, 
and Crittenden, were ferried across tho Tennessee, and fought 
with us the next day (7th). During that night, al,-o, tho 
two wooden gunboats, Tyler, commanded by Lieutenant (/win, 
and Lexington, Lieutenant Shirk, both of the regidar navy, 
caused shells to be thrown toward that part of the field of battle 
known to be occupied by the enemy. Beauregard afterward re- 
ported his entire loss as ten thousand six hundred and ninety-nine. 
Our aggregate loss, made up from official statements, shows sev- 
enteen hundred killed, seven thousand four hundred and ninety* 
five wounded, and three thousand and twenty-two prisoners ; ag- 
gr^te^ twelve thousand two hundred and seventeen, of whidi 
twenty-Ofue hundred and sixty-seven were in Buell's army, leav- 
ing for that of Grant ten thousand and fifty. This result is a 
fiib* measure of the amount of fighting done by each anny. 
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BBILOa TO XXXPHI8* 
AIBXL TO JULTy 1862. 

"WiiTT 7: tlie "Army of the Tennessee," under G^erals Gmnt 
and 0. F. Smith, was operating up the TenneBseo River, another 
force, styled the Army of the Mississippi," commaaded by Ma- 
jorOeneral John Fope^ waa moying directly down the Miasia- 
alppi Biver, against tiiat portion of the rebel line wbicby nnder 
Gbnerals Folk and Fillow, had fallen back faom Oolombns, 
Kentneky, to Island Nnmber Ten and New Madrid. This army 
had the full cooperation of the gimboat fleet, commanded by 
Admiral Foote, and was assisted by the high flood of that season, 
which enabled General Pope, by great skill and indnstry, to open 
a canal from a point above Island Xnmber Ten to Xew ^fadrid 
below, l)y which he intci'pnciod between the rebel aniiy and its 
available lino of supply and retreat. At the very time that wo 
wereflghting the bloody battle on the Tennessee River, General 
Pope and Admiral Foote were bombarding the batteries on 
Island Kumber Ten, and the Kentucky shore abreast of it ; and 
General Pope haying crossed over by steamers a part of hia 
army to the east bank, captured a large part of this rebel armyi 
at and near Tiptonyille. 

General Halleck still remained at 8t. Loni% whence he gave 
general directions to the armies of General Curtis, General 
Grant, and General Tope ; and instead of following up his most 
important and brilliant successes directly down the Mississippi, 
he concluded to bring General Pope's army around to the Ten- 
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068860) and to come in person to command there. The gunboat 
fleet poshed on down the Miasissippiy but was brought up. again 
all standing hj the heavy batteries at Fort Pillow, about fifty 
miles aboye Mempliia. About this time Admiral Farragut, 
with another large sea-going fleet) and with the cooperating 
army of C^eral Butler, was entering the Miseissippi Biyer by 
the Passes, and preparing to reduce Forts Jackson and St. 
Philip in order to reach !N"ew Orleans; so that all minds were 
turned to the conquest of the Mississippi Kiver, and surely 
adequate means were provided for the undertaking. 

The battle of Shiloh had been fought, as described, on the 
6th and 7th of April ; and when the movement of the 8th had 
revealed that our enemy was gone, in full retreat, leaying killed, 
wounded, and much property by tho-way, we all experienced a 
feeling of relief. The strode had been so long, so desperate 
and bloody, that the sarmon seoned exhausted and nerreleas ; 
we appreciated theTalue of the victory, but realized also its great 
cost of lifeL The dose of the batde had left the Army of the 
Tennessee on the right, and the Army of the Ohio on the left ; 
but I believe neither General Grant nor Buell exercised com- 
mand, the one over the other; each of them having his hands full 
in repairing damages. All the division, brigade, and regimental 
commanders were busy in collecting stragglers, regaining lost 
property, in burying dead men and horses, and in providing for 
their wounded. Some few new regiments came forward, and 
some changes of organization became necessary. Then, or very 
soon after, I consolidated my four brigades into three, which 
were commanded : First, Brigadier-General Morgan L. Smith ; 
Second, Colonel John A. McDowell; Third, Brigadier-G^eneral 
J. "W* Denver. About the same time I was promoted to major* 
general of volnnteers. 

The Seventy-first Ohio was detached to Qkrksville, Tennes- 
see, and the Sixth and Eighth lOssouri were transferred to my 
division. 

In a few days after the battle, General Ilalleck arrived bv 
steamboat from St. Loui.*?, pitched his camp near the steamboat- 
landing, and assumed personal command of all the armies. He 
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was attendc-d Lv his staff, composed of General G. "W. Cull urn, 
U. S. Lrj^'ioeere, as liis cLief of staff; Cv:»lonel Gevr^ Thoni, I'. 
S. EDgineers ; and Colonels Kelton and Kemper, adjntants-g^n- 
eraL It sooa became manifest that his mind had been preju* 
diced hj the rnmors which had gone forth to the detnmeiit of 
< T nend Gnmt; £[»r in a few dajg be ifisned m order, reoiggn- 
iaog and raainngaig tbe wbole annj. Cienend BoeU's Axmjr 
of tbe Obio conatitnled Ibe centre; Genenl Pope^e "^Jt then 
•mTing at Hmbmg L e iiding ^ iwns tbe left ; tbe ligbt was made 
up of mine and jOmibat's diviskxna, belonging to tbe old Annj 
of tbe TennesBee, and two new ones, made up from the frag- 
ments of tlic diviaiuLis uf PicLitiio iii^d C. F. SuiiiL, and of 
troops transferred thereto, commanded bv Geiierals T, W. Sher- 
man and L>avies. General George II. Tbomn? was taken from 
Buoll, to command tbe riirbt. McClemaudV and Lew "Wallace's 
divisions were styled the reserve, to be commanded bv MeCler- 
saod. Genenl Grant was snbetantiaU/ left ont> and was named 
^ieoond in commandy" aoooiding to some f^endi notion, with no 
clear, well-defined command or antbority. He still retained bis 
dd stafl^ composed of Bawiins^adjntaiitgeiieial; Biggin, lagow, 
and Wljv, aides; and be bad a amall oompanj of tbe Foortb 
BliDois GsTaliy as an esoort. For more Ibiii a mootb be tbns 
lemamedi withoot any apparent antbority, fieqnentl j visiting me 
and otbers, and rarely complaining ; but I could see that he fdt 
deeply the indignity, if not insult, heaped upt ii Liiii. 

General Thomas at once assuuied command of tbe riirht 
wing, and, xmtil we reached Corinth, I served inime^liately un- 
der bis command- AVe were classmate?, intimaioly :i.>|naint(^, 
had rinx-d together before in the old army, and in Xeutucky, 
and it made to us little difference who commanded the other, 
provided the good cause prevailed. 

Corinth was about thirty mileB distant, and we all knew tbat 
we should find there tbe same army with whicb we bad so fieroely 
grappled at Shilohy reoiganiaed, reinforoed, and conmisnded in 
duef by General Beamegsid in phtoe of Jobnston, wbo bid 
fidlen at Sbilob* Bnt we were also xe§nforoed by BnelTa and 
Pope'a armies; so ibat before tiie end of April onr army ex- 
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tended from Snake Biver on the right to the Tennessee Bivcri 
at Hambnrg, on the lef t| and mnst have numbered nearly one 
hundred thousand men. 

Ample supplies of all kinds reached ns hj the Tennessee 
Biver, which had a good stage of w«ter ; but our wagon tranir 
portation was limited, and iiiucli confusion occuiTed in haul- 
ing supplies to the several camps. By the end of April, the 
several armies seemed to be ready, and the general forward 
movement on Corinth began. My division was on the extreme 
right of the right wing, and marched out by the " AVhite Ilouse," 
leaving Monterey or Pea Bidge to the south. Crossing Lick 
Creek, we came into the main road about a mile south of Mon- 
terey, where we turned aquare to the right, and came into the 
FuHj road, near ^^Elams." Thence we followed the Purdy 
road to Corinth, my akirmisherB reaching at all times the Mo- 
bile & Ohio Baihoad. Of course our marches were gOT- 
emed by Ihemain centre, which followed the direct road from 
Pittsburg Landing to Corinth ; and this movement was provok- 
ingly slow. 'V\^e fortihed almost every camp at night, though 
we had encountered no scriuus opposition, except from cavalry, 
vrliich gave ground easily as we advanced. The opposition 
increased as we neared Corintli, and at a place called liiissell's 
we had a sharp affair of one brigade, under the immediate di- 
rection of Brigadier-General Morgan L. Smith, assisted by the 
brigade of General Penyer. This affair occurred on the 19th 
of May, and our line was then within about two miles of the 
northern intrenchmenta of Corinth. 

On the S7th I received <»der8 inm General Halleck to 
send a force the next day to drive the rebels from the house in 
our front, on the Corinth road, to drive in their pickets as far aa 
posaible, and to make a strong demonatration on Corinth itself ; " 
authorizing me to call on any adjacent division for assistance. 

I reconnoitred the groimd carefully, and found that the main 
road led forward along the fence of a large cuttoii-lield to our 
right front, and ascended a wooded hill, occupied in some force 
bv the enemv, on which was the farm-house referred to in 
General Halleck's orders. At the farther end of the field was a 
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douUe log-house, whose chinking had been reinoTed; so that 
it formed a good block-honse frooi whieh the enemj eoold fire 
on any person approaching from oar qiurter. 

Qenend Hmlbiit'B divisioii waa oa mj immfidfate left, and 
Gteneml MeCaenumd'a zfBerre oa <tax A(gbi rear. I adoed of 
each the aanatanee of a bc^Bde. The fonner aent Geoeml 
\reatch'% and the ktter Geneial John A. Logan'a brigade. I 
asked the former to support our left flank, and the latter our 
Yi'^ht tlank. TLe next momirig early, !M«^rgaii L. bmitii's brigade 
was deployed under cover on the left, and Denver's on the right, 
ready to move for^vard rapidly at a signal. I bad a batten.- of 
four twenty-ponnd Parrottguns, commanded I'v Captiiiu Silver- 
sparre. Colonel Ezra Taylor, chief of artillery, had two of 
these gona mored np sOentlj by hand behind a small knoU, 
from the crest of which the enemy's hlock4iouBe and positioD 
eonld be disdnetlj seen; when all were ready, these gnna 
were moved to 1h» crest, and sereral quick rounds were fired at 
the hoDse^ followed after an interval by a single gim. This waa 
the a^nal agreed on, and the troops responded b eaa t ifii lly, 
crossed the field in line of batUe^ preceded by their flkhnnishera 
who carrie^l the position in good style, and parauod the enemy 
for half a mile beyond. 

The main line halted on the crest of the ri'lije, from which 
we could look over the parapets of the rebol works at Corinth, 
and hear their drum and bii2"le calls. The rebel bri^^e had 
evidently been taken by surpiiie in oar att ick; itaooareUied 
and came back on ns with the usual yell, driving in oar skir- 
miahersy but waa quickly checked when it came wirhi:i range of 
oar gnna and line of battle^ Qenenda Qnnt and Thomaa hi|H 
pened to be witli ma doling titia affimry and were wdl pleaaed 
at the handsome manner in whidi the troope bdiaved. That 
night we began tihe osoal entrencimienti^ and the next day 
brought forward the artillery and the rest of the division, whxtkt 
t:i';:i cxtende^^i from the Mobile ^k Ohio liaili-oad, at Bowie BjU 
Cur, to the Corinth & Pnrdy roa*i, there connecting wiih Hurl- 
b;a'3 division. That night, viz., May 20th, we heard uniisual 
soonda in Corinth, the constant whistling of locomotives, and 
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aoon after dajliglit occurred a series of explosiona iollo^ved bj a 
desiae smoke rising high over the town. There was a telegraph 
line connecting my headquarters with those of General Halleek, 
about four miles of^ oa the Hamboig road. I inquired if he 
knew the canae ol the expIodonB and of the flmoke, and he an 
ewered to ^' advance with mj division and feel the enemy if still 
in mj fnmf I immediately dispatched two regiments from 
each of my three brigades to feel the immediate front, and in a 
very short time advanced with the whole division. Each brigade 
found the rebel parapets abandoned, and pushed straight for the 
town, which lies in the northeast angle of intersection of tho 
Mobile & Ohio and Memphis it Charleston Railroads. Many 
buildings had been baiTied by the enemy on evacuation, which 
bad begim the night before at 6 f. m., and oontinned through 
the night, the rear-guard burning their magazine at the time of 
withdrawing, ahont daybreak. Morgan L. Smith's hrigaide fol- 
lowed the retreating rear-goard some fonr miles to the Tnscom- 
hia Bridge, whidi was fonnd bnmed. I halted the other brigades 
at the college, about a mile to the soathwest of the town, where 
I was overtaken by G^eneral Thomas in person. 

The heads of all the columns had entered the rebel lines 
about the same time, and ihcre was some ratlier foolish clamor 
for the first honors, but in fact there was no honor in the event. 
Beauregard had made a clean retreat to the south, and was only 
Fcriouslj pursued by cavalry from General Pope^s Hank. But 
he reached Tupelo, where he halted for reorganization; and 
there is no doubt that at the moment there was much disorgani* 
zation in his ranks, for the woods were full of deserters whom 
-we did not even take prisoners, bat advised them to make their 
way home and stay there. We spent the day at and near the 
college, when General Thomas, who applied for orders at Hal* 
- leek's headquarters, directed me to condnot my division back to 
tiie camp of the night before, whm we had left onr trains. 
The advance on Curintli had occupied all of the month of May, 
the most beautiful and valuable month of tho vear for cam- 
paigning in this latitude. There had been little fighting, save 
oa General Pope's left flank about rarmington; and on our 



Digiiizeo by Google 



254 



8HIL0H TO MEMPHIS. 



[1868. 



riglit I esteemed it a magnificent driU, as it served for 
the insUmctioii of onr men in guard and picket dutr^i and in 
habituating them to outdoor life; and hj the time we had 
readied Corindi I believe that army was the best then on this 
continent, and conld have gone where it pleased. The four 
fiiibdivisions were well coiimianded, as were the divi-ioiis and 
bri^^ades of the whole arm v. General Halleck M*as a man of 
gi*eat capacity, of large ac(iuirements, and at the time pos- 
sessed the confidence of tlie country, and of most of the army. 
I held him in high estimation, and gave him credit for the 
combinations which had resulted in placing this magnificent 
army of a hundred thousand men, well equipped and proTided, 
with a good base, at Corinth, from which he could move in any 
direction. 

Had he held his force as a unit, he could have gone tc 
Mobile, or Yicksburg, or anywhere in that region, which would 
by one move have solved the whole Mississippi problem; 
and, from what he then told me, I believe he intended such 

a campaign, but was overruled from Washington, l^c tliat 
as it mav, the armv had no sooner settled down at Corinth 
before it was scattered : General Pope was called to the East, 
and his army distributed among the others; General Thomas 
was relieved from the command of the right wing, and reassigned 
to his division in the Army of the Ohio ; and that whole army 
under General Buell was turned east along tlie Memphis & 
Charleston road, to march for Chattanooga. !McClemand's 
^reserve" was turned west to Bolivar and Memphis. General 
Halleck took post himself at Corinth, assigned Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Mcpherson to take charge of the railroads, with instructions 
to repair them as far as Columbus, Kentudcy, and to collect cars 
and locomotives to operate them to Corinth and Grand Junction. 
I was soon dispatched with my own and llurlbut'S divi^iuns 
northwest fourteen miles to Chewalla, to save what could be of 
any value out of six: trains of cars l)clonging to the rebels which 
had been wrecked and partially bumed at the time of the evacu- 
ation of Corinth. 

A short time before leaving Corinth I rode from my camp 



Digitized by Google 



1868.] 



8HIL0H TO wieiffPTTTfl. 



255 



to Gfeneral Halleck'B headquarters, then in tents just outside of 
the towBi whero we sat and gossiped for some time, when he 
mentioned to me casoaUy that Gtoexal Gnnt was going away 
the next morning. I inquired the canse, and he said that he 
did not know, bnt that Grant had applied for a thirty days' 
leave, whidi had been given him. Of conrse we all knew 
that lie was chafing under the slights of his anomalous position, ^ 
and I determined to see liiiu on my way back. His camp was a 
short distance off the Monterey road, in the woods, and con- 
sisted of four or five tents, with a sapling railing around the 
front. As T rode up, Majors Rawlins, La^^ow, and Ililyer, were 
in front of the camp, and piled up near them were the usual ofiSco 
and camp chests, all ready for a start in the morning. I inquired 
for the general, and was shown to his tenti where I found him 
seated on a camp-stool, with papers on a rade camp-table ; he 
seemed to be employed in assorting letters, and tying them 
up with red tape into conyenient bmidles. After pasdng the 
nsnal compliments, I inqnired if it were tme that he was going 
away. He said,'' Yes.'' I &en inquired the reason, and he said: 
" Sherman, you know. You know that I am in the way here. 
I have stood it as long as I can, and can endure it no longer." 
I inquired where he was going to, and he said, " St. Louis." I 
then asked if he had any business there, and he said, " IN'ot a 
hit." I then begged him to stay, iliostrating his case by my 
own. 

Before the battle of Shiloh, I had been cast down by a mere 
newspaper assertion of " crazy ; " hut that single battle had given 
me new life, and now I was in high feather ; and I aigned with 
him that, if he went away, events wonld go right along, and he 
wodd be left ont ; whGreas^ if he remained, some happy accident 
might restore him to favor and his tme place. "Hb certainly 
appreciated my friendly advice^ and promised to wait awhile ; 
at ail events, not to go withont seeing me again, or commnni- 
eating with me. Very soon after this, I was ordered to Che- 
walla, where, on the 6th of Juno, I received a note from him, 
saying that he had reconsidered his intention, and would remain. 
I cannot find th/i note, but my answer I have kept. 

f 
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Maj&r- General Geant. 

My deab Sib: I have just receiTed jour note, and am r^oiced at joixr 
oondiidon to romain ; for joa oonld not be quiet at home for a week when 
annies were moriog^ and rest oould not reUeve your mind of the gnawing 
aensatioii ihatu\jiutioe had been done yon. 



My orders at Cliewallu were to i-escue the wrecked traiiui 
there, to reconnoitro westward and estimate the amount of 
damage to the railroad as far as Grand Junction, about fifty 
miles. "We camped our troops on high, healthy ground to tho 
south of Cliewalla, and after I bad personally reconnoitred the 
country, details of mea were made and volnnteer loeomotiye- 
engineers obtained to snperintend the repairs. I found six looo- 
motiyeB and about sizty can, thrown from the track| parts 
of the machinery detadhed and hidden in the snrroimding 
swamp, and all damaged as much bj fire as possible. It seems 
that these trains were inside of Corinth dnring the night of 
eradiation, loading up with all sorts of oommissaiy stores, 
etc., and about daylight were started west; but the cavalrj^- 
picket stationed at tlie Tiiscumbia bridge had, by mistake or 
panic, buraed the bridge before the trains got to them. The 
trains, therefore, were caught, and the engineers and guards 
hastily srattcred the stores into the swamp, and disabled the 
trains as far as they could, before our cavalry had discovered 
their critical situation. The weather was hot, and the swamp 
fsdilj stunk with the putrid fiour and fermenting sugar and 
molasses ; I was so much exposed there in the hot sun, pushing 
forward the work, that I got a touch of malarial feyer, which 
hung on me for a montl^ and forced me to ride two days in an 
ambulance, the only time I erer did such a thing during the 
whole war. By the 7th I reported to General Halleek that liie 
amount of work necessary to reestablish the railroad between 
Corinth and Grand Junction was so great, that he cuneluded 
not to attempt its repah', but to rely on the road back to Jack- 
son (Ten]U'>s('( ), and forward to Grand Junction ; and I was 
ordered to move to Grand Junction, to take up the repairs from i 
there toward Memphis. ' 
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The evacuation of Corinth by Eeauregard, and tlie mo 'ce- 
ments of General McClcniand's force toward Memphis, had ne- 
cessitated the evacuation of Fort Pillow, which occurred about 
June Ist ; soon followed by the furtlier withdrawal of the Con- 
federate army from Memphis, by reason of the destruction of 
the rebel gunboats in the bold and dashing attack by our gun- 
boats under command of Admiral Davis, who had succeeded 
Foote. This occonred June 7th. Admiral Farragut had also 
captured New Orleans after the terrible passage of Forts Jack- 
son and St. Philip on May 24ihy and had ascended the river 
as high as Yicksboig; so that it seemed as though, before the 
end of June, we should sureij haye full possession of the whole 
river. But it is now known that the progress of our Western 
aniiieb had aroused the rebel government to the exerci.su of the 
most stupendous energy. Every man capable of bearing anns 
at the South was declared to be a soldier, and forced to act as 
such. All their armies were greatly reenforced, and the most 
despotic power was granted to enforce discipline and supplies. 
Beauregard was replaced by Bragg, a man of more ability — of 
greater powers of oiganization, of action, and discipline — ^but 
^maturally exacting and severe, and not possessing the qualities 
to attract the love of his officers and men. He had a hard task 
to bring into order and discipline that mass of men to whose 
comnumd he succeeded at Tupelo^ with which he afterward 
fairly outmancenvred Genersl Buell, and forced him biicik from 
Chattanooga to Louisville. It was a fatal mistake, however, 
that halted General Ilalleck at Cormth, and led liim to dis- 
perse and scatter the best materials for a fighting army that, 
up to that date, had been assembled in the "West. 

During the latter part of June and first half of J uly, I had 
my own and Ilurlbiit's divisions about Grand Jimction, La^ 
grange, Moscow, and Lafayette, building railroad-trestles and 
bridges, fighting oS. cavaliy detachments coming from the south, 
and waging an everlasting quarrel with planters about their ne- 
groes and fences — ^they trying, in the midst of moving armies,, 
to raise a crop of com. On the 17th of June I sent a detachment . 
of two brigades^ under General IL L. Smith, to Holly Springs^ 
17 
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in HiB belief tliat I could better protect the railroad from Bosne 
point in j&ont than by soattering our men along it ; and, on the 

23cl, I was at Liii'ayette Station, when General Grant, with Lis 
6tall and a very insignilicant escort, arrived from Corintli en route 
for Memphis, to take command of that place and of the District 
of West Tennessee. lie came very near falling into the hands 
of the enemy, who infested the whole country with smidl but 
bold detachments of cavalry. Up to that time I had received 
my orders direct from General TTallftfik at Corinth, but soon 
after I fell under the immediate command of General Grant, 
and 80 continued to the end of Hie war; bat, on the 29th, 
General HaOeck notified me that ** a dividon of troops nnder 
General 0. S. Hamilton of 'Boaecran^a army corpSy' bad 
passed the Hatcbie froni Corinth,*' and was destined for HoUj 
Sprinics ordering me to "cooperate as far as adnsable,'* bnt 
** not to neglect the protection of the road." I ordered General 
Hurlhut to leave detachments at Grand Junction and Lagrange, 
and to march for HoUy Springs. I left detachments at Moscow 
and Lafayette, and, with about four thousand men, marched for 
the same point. Ilurlhut and I met at Hudsonviile, and thence 
marched to the Coldwater, within four miles of IIoUj Springs. 
We encountered only small detachments of rebel cavalry un- 
der Colonels Jackson and Pierson, and drove them into and 
through Holly Springs ; bnt they hnng abont^ and I kept an in- 
fantry brigade in Holly SpribgB to keep them ont. I heaxd 
nothing from General Hamilton till the 5th of July, when I re- 
ceived a letter from him dated Bienzi, saying that he had been 
within nineteen miles of Holly Springs and had turned back 
for Corinth ; and on the next day, July Gth, I got a telegi*aph 
order from General lialleck, of July 2d, sent mo by courier 
from Moscow, '* not to attempt to hold Holly Springs, hut to 
fall back and protect the railroad." "We accordingly marched 
back twenty-five miles — Uurlbut to Lagrange, and I to Moscow. 
The enemy had no infantry nearer than the Tallahatchee bridge, 
but their cavalry was saney and active, scqfterior to onrs^ and I 
despaired of ever protecting a raHroady presenting a broad front 
of one hundred miles^ from their dashes. 
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About this time, we were taunted bv tlie Confederate sol- 
diers and citizens -with the assertion that Lee had defeated 
McClellan at Kichmond ; that he would soon he in Washington ; 
and that our turn would come next. The extreme c^iution of 
General Ilalleck also indicated that something had gone wrong, 
and, on the 16tli of July, at Moscow, I received a dispatch 
from him, annonnciiig that he had been summoned to Wash 
ington, which he seemed to regret, and which at that moment 
I mo6t deeply deplored. He annonnoed that hia oommand 
would deyolve on General Ghrant, who had been smnmoned 
around from Memphis to Corinth by way of Oolambiia» TLm» 
tacky, and that I was to go into Memphis to take command of 
the District of West Tennessee, Tacated by General Grant. By 
this time, also, I was made aware that the great army that had 
assembled at Corinth at the end of Mav had been scattered and 

ft/ 

dissipated, and that terrible disasters had befallen our other 
armies in Virginia and the East. 

I soon received orders to move to Memphis, taking liurlbut'a 
division along. AVe reached Memphis on the 2l8t, and on the 
22d I poHted my three brigades mostly in and near Fort Picker- 
ing, and llm-lbut's division nest below on the river-hank by 
reason of the scarcity of water, except in the Mississippi Biver 
itself. The weather was intensely hot. The same order that 
took ns to Memphis required me' to send the diviflion of Gtoeral 
Lew ^Wallace (then commanded by Brigadier-Gteneral A. P. 
Hovey) to Helena, Arkansas, to report to General Curtis, which 
was easily accomplished by tteunilx'at. 1 made my own camp 
in a vacant lot, near Mr. Moon's house, and gave my chief at- 
tention to the construction of Fort Pickering, then iji charge of 
Major Prime, United States Engineers; to perfecting the drill 
and discipline of the two divisions under my command; and to 
the administration of civil affairs. 

At the time when General Halleck was summoned from 
Corinth to Washington, to succeed McClellan as o(»nmande^in- 
chie^ I surely expected of him immediate and important re> 
suits. The Army of the Ohio was at the time marching toward 
Chattanooga, and was strung from Eastport by Huntsrille to 
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Bridgeport, under the oommand of General Bnell. In like mm- 
ner, the Army of the Tennessee was stning along the eaiTic (ren- 
eral line, from Memphis to Tuscumbia, and was commanded by 
General Grant, with no common commander for both these 
forces : bo that the great army which General llulleck had so 
well assembled at Gorinth, was put on the defensive, with a 
frontage of three Imndred miles. Soon thereafter the rebels 
displayed peculiar energy and military skill. General ^rii^ 
had reorganized the army of Beauregard at Tupelo^ carried it 
rapidly and skillfully toward Chattanooga, whence he boldly 
aasnmed the offenslyey moying straight for Naahville and Lonia- 
Tillei and compelling General Bnell to fall back to the Ohio 
Biyer at LoniaTille. 

The army of Yan Dom and Price had be^ brought from 
the trans-ltfifi&iBsippi Department to the east of the river, and 
was collected at and about Holly Springs, where, reenforced by 
Armstrong's and Forrest's cavalry, it amoimted to about forty 
thousand brave and hardy soldiers. These were General Grant's 
imme<liate antagonists, and so many and large detachniLiits had 
been drawn from him, that for a time he was put on the defen- 
fiive. In person he had his headquarters at Connth, with the 
three divisions of Hamilton, DavieSj and McKean, under the 
immediate orders of General Kosecrans. General Ord had 
anooeeded to the division of McClemand (who had alao gone- to 
Waahington), and held Bolivar and Grand Junction. I had in 
Memphia my own and Hnrlbnt^a division^ and other smaller 
detachments . were atrong along the Memphis & Charleston 
road. But the enemy's detachments could strike this road at so 
many points, that no use could be made of it, and General 
Grant had to employ the milroads, from Columbus, Kentucky, 
to Corinth and Grand J miction, by way of Jackson, Tennessee, 
a point common to both roads, and held in some force. 

In the early part of September the enemy in our front 
manifested great activity, feeling with cavalry at all pomts, and 
on the 13th General Van Dom threatened Corinth, while Gen- 
eral Price adzed the town of luka, which was promptly aban- 
doned by a small garrison under Colonel Mnrphy. Price's force 
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was about eight thousand nicti, and the geneial impresaioii was 
that he was en route for Eastport, with tlio purpose to cross the 
Tennessee Biver in the direction of Nashville, in aid of Gen- 
eral Bragg, then in full career for Eentndgr. General Grant 
determined to attack him in force, prepared to regain Corinth 
before Tan Bom conld reach it He had drawn Ord to Cor 
inth, and moved him, by Bnrnsville, on Inka, by the main 
road, twenty-six miles. General Grant accompanied this colnnm 
as far as Biirnsville. At the same time he had dispatched 
!Rosecrans by roads to the south, via Jacinto, with orders to ap- 
proach luka by the two main roads, coming into luka from the 
south, viz., the Jacinto and Fulton roads. 

On the ISth General Ord encountered the enemy about 
four miles out of luka. Ills ordi rs contemplated that he should 
not make a serious attack, until Kosccrans had gained his posi- 
tion on the south; but, as nsiial, Kosecrans had encountered 
difficulties in the confusion of roads, his head of column did 
not reach the vidnitj of luka till 4 p. if. of the 19th, and 
then his troops were long drawn out on the single Jacinto 
road, leaving the Fulton road dear for Price^a use. Price 
perceived his advantage, and attacked with vehemence the head 
of Bosecrans's column, Hamilton's division, beating it back, 
capturing a battery, and killing and disabling seven hundred 
and thirty-six men, so that when niglit closed in Ivosecrans was 
driven to the defensive, and Price, perceiving his danger, de- 
liberately withdrew by tlie Fulton road, and the next morning 
was crone. Althouirh Cieneral Ord must have been within four 
or six miles of this battle, he did not hear a sound ; and he or 
General Grant did not know of it till advised the nest morning 
by a courier who had made a wide circuit to reach them. Gen- 
eral Grant was much offended with General Boaecrans because 
of this afiair, but in my experience these concerted movements 
generally fail, unless with the very best kind of troops, and then 
in a country on whose roads some reliance can be placed, which 
is not the case in Northern Mississippi. If Price was aiming 
for Tennessee, he failed, and was therefore beaten. He made a 
wide circuit by the south, and again joined Van Dorn. 
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On the 6ih of September, at Heuiphis, I recdTed an order 
from General Grant dated the 2d, to send Hnrlbnt's divieion 

to Brownsville, in the direction of Bolivar, thence to report by 
letter to liim at Jackson. The division started the same da\\ 
and, as our men and otiicers liad been tof^cthcr side hy side from 
the first landing at Shiloli, "\ve felt the partin<«; like the breakinir 
up of a familv. But (icncral Grunt "wiis forced to use evcrv 
man, for he ioiew well that Van Dorn could attack liim at 
pleasure, at any point of his long line. To he the better pre- 
pared, on the 20<1 of September he took post himself at Jack- 
son, Temiessee, with a small resenre force, and gave Bose- 
erans command of Coiinth, with his three divisions and some 
detachments, aggregating about twenty thousand men. He 
posted General Ord with his own and Hnrlbnfs diviuons at 
Bolivar, with ontposts toward Grand Junction and Lagrange. 
These amounted to nine or ten thousand men, and I held Mem- 
phis with niy own di\ ision, aniuuiiting to about six thousand 
men. The wliule of General Grant's men at that time may 
have airirreirated fifty t]ious;md, but he had to defend a front- 
age of a hundred and lifty miles, guard some two hundred 
miles of railway, and as much river. Van Dom had forty 
thousand men, united, at perfect liberty to move in any direc- 
tion, and to choose his own point of attack, imder cover of 
woods, and a superior body of cavalry, familiar with eveij foot 
of the ground. Therefore General Grant had good reason for 
telegraphing to General Halleck, on the 1st of October, that his 
position was precarious, *^but I hope to get out of it all right." 
In Memphis my businesB was to hold fast that important flank, 
and by that date Fort Pickering had been made very strong, 
and capable of i^triccX defense by a single brigade. 1 therefore 
endeavored by excursions to tlireaten Van Dom*s detaclnncnts 
to the southeast and oast. I repeatedly sent out strong detach- 
ments toward liolly Springes, wliieli was his main depot of sup- 
ply; and General Griersou, with Ids Sixth Illinois, the only 
cavalry I had, made some bold and successful dashes at the 
Coldwati r, compelling Yan Dom to cover it by Armstrong's 
whole division of cavalry. Still, by the 1st of October, General 
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Grant was fiatisfied that the enemy was meditatiiig an attack in 
foroe on Bolivar or Corinth; and on the 2d Tan Dom made 
his appearance near Oorinth, with his entire army. On the 8d 

he moved down on that place from the north and northwest. 
General Eosecraiis -went out wmo four miles to meet liim, but 
was worsted and compelled to fall back within the line of his 
forts. These had been begmi under General Ilalleck, but were 
much strenixthened by General Grant, and consisted of several 
detached redoubts, bearing on each other, and inclosing the 
town and the depots of stores at the intersection of the two rail- 
roads. Van Dom dosed down on the forts by the eyening of 
the dd, and on the moming of the 4th assaulted with great vehe- 
mence. Onr men^ eoTered by good parapets^ f on^t gallantlji and 
defended their posts well, inficting terrible losses on the enemy^ 
so that by noon the rebels were repulsed at all points, and drew 
off, leaying their dead and wonnded in onr handiB. Their losses, 
were variously estimated, but the whole troth will probably never 
be known, for in that army reports and returns were not the 
fashion. General Ivosecmns admitted his own loss to be three 
hundred and fifteen killed, eighteen hundred and twelve 
wounded, and two hundred an<l tliirty-two missinp: or prisoners, 
and claimed on the part of the rebels fourteen hundred and 
twenty-three dead, two thousand and twenty-five prisoners and 
wonnded. Of course, most of the wonnded must have gone 
off or been carried off, so that, beyond doubt, the rebel anny 
lost at Corinth fully six thousand men. 

Ifieantime, Gkneral Grant, at JacksoUi had dispatched Brig» 
adier-General MePherson, with a brigade^ directly for Corinth, 
which reached General Bosecrans after the battle; and, in an* 
ticipation of his victory, had ordered him to pursue instantly, 
notifying Lini that he had ordered Ord's and Ilui-lbut's divisions 
rapidly across to Pocahontas, so as to strike the rebels in ilank. 
On the morning of the 5th, General Ord reached the Ilatchie 
River, at Davis's bridcfo, with four thousand men ; crossed over 
and encountered the retreating anny, captured a batterv and sev- 
eral hundred prisoners, dispersing the rebel advance, and forcing 
the main column to make a wide drcuit by the ^uth in order to 
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croas the Hatdiie Biver. Had General Bosecmui pnnaed 
promptly, and been on the heela of thia masa of oonfuaed and 

Tonted men, Van Dora's army would surely have been utterly 
ruiued ; as it wuiS, Yau Dom regained Holly Springs somewliiit 
demoralized. 

General Rosecrans did not begin his pursuit till the next 
morning, the 5th, and it was then too late. General Grant 
was again displeased with him, and never became fully recon- 
ciled. General llosecrans was soon after relieved, and trans- 
ferred to the Anny of the Cumberland, in Tennessee, of which 
he afterward obtained the oommandi in place of General Baell, 
who was removed. 

The effect of the battle of Corinth waa very great It waa^ 
indeed, a dedaive blow to the Confederate cause in oor quarter, 
and changed the whole aspect of a&ira in West Tennesseel 
From the tfmid defensive we were at once enabled to assume 
the bold olTeiJoivo. In Memphis I could sec its eilects upon the 
citizens, and they openly admitted tliat their canmi had sustained 
a death-blow. ]>ut tlie rebel government was then at its maxi- 
mum stren«,^h ; Van Dom was rcenforced, and very soon Lieu- 
tenant-General J. C. Pemberton arrived and assmned the com- 
mand, adopting for his line the Tallahatchie Kiver, with an 
advance-guard along the Coldwater, and smaller detachments 
forward at Grand Junction and Hernando. Greneral Grant, in 
like manner, was re^oroed bj new regiments. 

Out of those which were assigned to Memphis I organized 
two new brigades, and placed them under officers who had 
gained ddll and experience during the previous campaign. 
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When we first entered Mempliu, July 21| 1862, 1 found the 
place dead; no bnfliness doing, the etora closed, ohnrcheB, 
fichoolB, and every tiling shut np. The people were all more or 
less in sympathy with our enemies, and there was a strong pros- 
pect that the whole civil population wonld become a dead weight 
on our hands. Inasmuch as the Mississippi River was then in our 
possession nortliward, and Btcamboata were freely plying with 
passengers and freight, I caused all the stores to be opened, 
chnrclic?, seliools, tlieatres, and places of amusement, to be re- 
established, and very soon Memphis resumed its appearance of 
an active, busy, prosperous place. I also restored the mayor 
(whose name was Parks) and the city government to the per- 
foimance of their public f unction^ and re<]iiired them to main- 
tain a good civil police. 

Up to that date neither Congress nor the Freeident had made 
any dear, well-defined rules touching the n^;ra slayes, and the 
different generals had issued orders according to their own po- 
litical sentiments. Both Generals Halleck and Grant regarded 
the slave as still a slave, only that the labor of the slave belonged 
to his owner, if faithfid to the Union, or to the United States, 
if the master had taken up arms against the Government, or ad- 
hered to the fortunes of the rebellion. Therefore, in Memjihis, 
wc received all fugitives, put them to work on the fortifications, 
supplied them with food and clothing, and reserved the question 
of payment of wages for future decision. No force was allowed 
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to be need to restoie a fugitiye dave to Lis master in any event; 
bat if the master proved his lojaltj, be was nanally permitted to 
see bis slave, and, if be could persuade bim to return borne, it 
was permitted. Cotton, also, was a frnitful subject of contro 
Tersj. The Secretary of the Treasur^^, Mr. Chase, was ex- 
tremely iULxiuub at that particular time to promote the purchase 
of cotton, because each bale was worth, in gold, about three hun- 
dred dollars, and answered the pni-pose of coin in our forci<i:u 

I exchanges. He therefore encouraged the trade, 60 that hundreds 
of gre^y speculators flocked down the Mississippi, and resorted 
to all sorts of measures to obtain cotton from the intciior, often 
purchasing it from negroes who did not own it, but wbo knew 

iwbere it was concealed. Tbis wbole business waa taken from 
tbe jurisdiction of tbe militaiy, and committed to Treasniy 
agents appointed by Mr. Cbase. 

Otber questions absorbed tbe attrition of military com- 
manders ; and by way of illustration I here inseil; a few letters 
fruiu my ''letter-book," which contains hundreds on similar 
subjects : 

BBABQUAsm Fmu Dmnaar. I 
ICsiirati^ TsKKiMiB, Avgud 11, 1b69l | 

ffon* 8. P. CnAfli, Btenttery <^ TVionny. 

8iB : Your letter of Angott 2cl, Jost reeeired, Invites my dueoBdoB of the 
cotton queetioii. 

I wiU write plainly and slow^, because X know jon have no time to Ua- 
ten to trifles. Tbis Is no trifle ; when one nation ia at war with another, all 

the people of tbe one are enemies <^ the other : then tho niles are plain and 
ea^y of understanding. Most nnfortunately, the war in which we are now 
engaged Lns been complicated w ith the belief on the one hand thnt all on 
the other are not enemies. It would have been better if, nt tho outset, this 
mistake had not been made, and it is wrong longer to bo mialed by it. The 
Government of tlio United States may now safely proceed on tho proper 
rule that all in the South ar* enemies of all in tho North; and not only arc 
tliey unfriendly, but all who can procure arms now bear them as organized 
regimenta, or aa gnerrillaa. There ia not a gairiaon in Tenneaaee when a 
man oan go heyond the aight of the flag-ataff withont being ahot or captured. 
It ao happened that theae people liad ootton, and, whenever they appro* 
bended oar large armiea wonid move, they deatroyed the cotton In the 
belief that, of course, we wonld aeize it, and oonvert it to onr use. They 
did not and oonld not dream that we wonld pay money for it It had been 
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oondenmed to destrofitioa bytb^ir own ftoknowledged goTeniment,and 
was tberafbre loit to their people; and could have been, withont ii\)nstioc% 
takon b7 11% and Bont away, either as absolute prize of war, or for fiitnro 
compensation. Bat the commercial enterprise of the Jews soon discovered 
that ten cents would buy a pound of cotton behind our army; that four cents 
would take it to Boston, where they could receive thirty cents in gold. 
The bait was too tempting, and it spread like fire, when here they discovered 
that salt, bacon, powder, fire-arms, percussion -caps, etc., etc., were worth 
as much as gold ; and, strange to say, this traffic was not only permitted, but 
•noooraged. Before wo in the interior could know it, hnodieds, yea thou* 
sands of barrek cf salt and millions of dollars had been disborsed; and I 
hare no donbt that Bragg^s armj at Tupelo, and Van ]>om*s at Yidnbarg^ 
reoelTed enongh saH to make bacon, withont which they conld not have 
moved their armies in mass; and that from ten to twenty thousand fresh 
aims, and a due supply of cartridges, have also been got, 1 ara equally satisfied. 
As soon as I got to Memphis, having seen the effect in the interior, I ordered 
(only as to my own commnri<l) that pold, silver, and Treasury notes, were 
contraband of war, and should not '^o into the interior, wliero uU were hostile. 

fit is idle to talk about Union men hero : many want peace, and fear war and 
its results; but all prefer a Southern, independent government, and are fight- 

s^ng or working for it. Every gold dollar that was spent for colLon, was sent 
to the seaboard, to be exchanged for hank-notes and Oonfederate scrip, which 
will buy goods here, and are taken in ordinary transactions. I therefore re* 
qnired cotton to be paid for insach notes, by an obligation to pay at the end 
of the war, or by a deposit of the price fai the hands of a trustee, via., the 
United St«feea Quartermaster. Under theae ndes ootton is bdng obtained 
about as fiut aa by any other process, and yet the enemy receives no " aid or 
comfort." Fnder the "gold" rule, the country people who had concealed 
their ootton from the bnrnerfi, and who openly scorned nnr greenbacks, were 
willing enough to tnko Tennessee money, which will buy their groceries; 
but now that the trade is to bo encouraged, and gold paid out, I admit that 
cotton will be sent in by our open enemies, who con make better use of gold 
than they can of their hidden bales of cotton. 

I may not appreciate the foreign aspect of the question, but my views on 

' tiris may be Tcntured. If England ever threatens war because we donH 
fhmish her cotton, tell her plainly if she oan^t employ and feed her own 
people, to send them here» where they cannot only earn an honest Hving, 
but soon secure independence by moderate labor. "We are not bound to 
furnish her cotton. She has more reason to fight the South for burning 
that ootton, than ns for not shipping it. To aid the South on this ground 
would be liypooriey wliich the world would detect nt once. Let her 
make her ultiinatuni, and there are enough generous minds in Europe that 
will counteract her in the balance. Of course her motive is to cripple a 
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jfoi^ or that rivaU Jicr it. coimuirrct ouf! Tnaimfactnres, tliat threotenes even 
li' iwurj' iier iusturv. In twenty iuotl v^iars of prasperitr, it will require 
u doM oaloukkUoD to dutennine iriietiisr England, hm laws and liktosy, 
d«im lura]igiB»ibeOimtiB«itgr.A»nia»or'^ldeof Bti^^ Hmto- 
fgre, fiiidiiifc « in • AfliitiHClni0feiigraiM 
dMfecci^ botii jHtrii in dfltaO. 

Bimtlnm iMopk knonr ilw ^oU well, sndinll cd^ nonpt tbe affiiinfm 
JBogluiKl tr unler xo |!t*T nma and iDnnbotani in aofaan^e for iSbtar 
ootloc. Tlii Soutlitim C oiiiedtfrot^idD wsoopt Hi) othar mediation^ baosnse 
bIiv kno^F fill V' vV. tiint m Lnrlond her slsns jod ikrary itiDnaaTV 

jBtv uuiri' olioimrupttnieTit than in J^fr Lnciand- 

Iruuoe i^dttiuir Uik* nut nfftl mir cotton enonrls to disturl> Ler equi- 
llbriuui. nut ii*ir iiu*diat«nn v i»uiL l»t ontitit«d tc- c Uiorf re-^mrtfu] consid- 
uruUun iuttii iin lut- jian ul iier jirtjatini uLij. Bui I iotii itasurttd tiie FrexKii 
▼UI wAm mt^ SfAMiSStm and f—win ai^riKlftan ns a politioal dootrine. 
Cvlwnlj«D'ffa»G«EBMnflyteintttefairv^ nd, in cm of 

TfiA ^wit yoBT f ilmfliiMI mm imid^ 



/}r. E. 8. PnrMJtti:^' a> <f <*tkert, PlyrU-iam in ^trnj lit^ .>.pt.frt to a Pctit'um. 
CrKXTiXAfJty : J itavt xV\% mc»ioetit reccixed rorr coiL^i:i:;rii:; tnd as- 

0» in/ tnirtl l»cf«, I faad ay predapeawr (CT aienJ Horej) had nfoed 
M order pmntttiftf tli« dflputon M«l]i cf all penoainlgecst to tiie ooa- 
aeHpt Uv of tiM Southern Confedcncjr. ¥wij i pp l i fali m n Iiith h nra midt 
to BM to BMdify tJilK ord«r, bat I reg^ed it as a condition preoedcat bj 
vllicb I VM boufid in LonOT, tod tborefore I hare made no cLan^ or aiod 
iflcations; nar bhall I deterrome w^jat action I t.LaIl adopt in relation to 
per§<>r;s u?ifri« ri'J'y t<^ onr ra'jf^ w liO r Ciftor the time lii"^ ! 1>t Gen- 
eral Wijwya or<i«.-r Ija.s expir«.'d. Jt in liowr sans^et. ar;d all wLo have not 
avuiled tliinii&clvct) of Gcucrul Jlovcy'b uutiioritj, and who remain in em- 
phis, tLTii ftUppoKc'd to b« loyal and tmo men. 

I will onljr tliat I cannot aUovr the i>erMjnal convenience of even a 
Urga cIam of ladUi to lofioaiui na in mjr determination to nuka Maraphia 
a m(S» plaea ofoparfttloiw for an annj, and all people who ara vnlneiidlj 
•honld forthwith prapara to depart to looh diraethm aa I maj hereafter 
indicate. 

Bargaona ara not UaLla to be nada prlionm of war, bat thaj abonld not 
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re<ti(lo within tho lines of an armj wluch thej regard as hostile. Tlie aitii" 
ation would be too delicate. 

I auii with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. Sbbbman, Major- General, 

HsADQVijmM, ILnmixB, July XA, ISdS. 
Bawjil Sawtsb, Etq^ £dUor UhiomApptat, MmphU, 

DsabSib: ItiswdlldioQldooinetoaiLiixidenttndingatonoewifhfhft 
press as well as the people of Memphis, which I am ordered to command ; 
which raeans, to control for the interest) welftre^ and glory of the uhoh 

GOTornment of the United Stntca, 

Personalities in a newspaper are wrong and criminal. Thus, though you 
meant to Lo complimentary in your sketch of my career, you make moro 
than a dozen mistakes of fact, which I need not correct, as I don't desire 
my biography to be written till I am dead. It is enough for the world to 
know that I live and am a soldier, bound to obey the orders of my superiors, 
the Uwf of mj coimtry, and to TetteraAe Ita Ocnatitiitiini ; tod that, when 
discretion is gi ven me, lehaU ezerciae it wiaelj and aoconnt to my superion. 

I regard yoor artiole headed ** CSty Oonndl— General Sherman and 
Colonel Slack,** aa highly indiscreet Of eonrae* no person who oan jeopard- 
ize the safety of Memphia oan remain here, much less exercise public anther^ 
ity ; but I must take time, and be satisfied that injustice be not done. 

If tho parties named be the men yon describe, tho fact should not be 
published, to put them on their guard and thus to encourage their escape. 
Tho evidence should be carefully collected, authenticated, and then placed 
in my hands. But your statement of facts is entirely qualified, in my mind, 
and loses its force by your negligence of the very simple facts within your 
reach as to myself: I had been in the army six years in ; am not related 
by blood to any member of Lucas, Tomer & Oo. ; waa aaaodated with Ihem 
hi bnaineaa alz years (inatead of two) ; am not colonel of the Fifteenth la- 
fiintry, bnt of the Thirteenth. Tonr ooneotion, thia momhug^ of the ao- 
hnowledged error aa to General BenTcr and others, ia atiU erroneoiia. Gen- 
eral Korgan L. Smith d^ not belong to my command at the battle of Shi- 
loh at a]], bnt he was transferred to my division jnat before reaching Corinth. 
I mention these facta in kindness, to show yon how wrong it ia to q»eak of 
person <«. 

I will attend to thejadge, mayor, Boards of Aldermen, and poUcemen, 

all in good time. 

Use your influence to reestablish system, order, government. You may 
rest easy thut uo military commander is going lo neglect internal safety, or 
to guard against external danger; bat to do right reqnirea time, and more 
patience than I nnially posaeas* If I find the preia of Hemphia actoated by 
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high principle and a Solo devotion to their country, I will bo their best 
friend ; liuf, if! find them personal, nbusive, dealing in innuendoes and hints 
at a blind vent arc, and lookinijto their own selfish aggrandizement and fame, 
then thejr had better look out ; for I regard such persons as greater ene- 
mies to their country and to mankind than tho men who, from a mistaken 
fenae of State pride, bare taken up mnsketa, andflgfat na about aa bard as 
we care about In baata, but in Wndnfw, 7oari» eto., 

HiAoqnrASTsaa Fkm IHmioir, I 
Uninaa, Tamnaun, Julg S7t IMS. f 

Jobs Pass, Jfoyor ^Mmphitf praent, 

8ib: Tonra of Jidy Sitfi la before me, and baa reoeived, as all similar 

papers ever will, mj careful and rao^t respeotfbl consideration. I have tho 
most unbounded respeot for the civil law, courts, and antborities, and shall 
do all in ray power to restore them to tbeir propernse^ vis., tbe proteoticm 
of life, liberty, and property. 

rnfortunately, at this time, civil war prevails in tho land, and necessarily 
the military, for the time being, must be superior to the civil authority, but 
it does not therefore destroy it. Civil courts and executive oflicers should 
Btill exist and perform duties, without which civil or municipal bodies would 
soon pass into disrespeot— an end to be avoided. I am to find in Hem* 
pbia a mayor and municipal antborities not only in ezistettoe, bnt in tbe eo- 
exerolse of important fonetlona, and I aball endeavor to restore one or 
more civfl tribonals for tbe arbitration of contracta and ponisbment of 
erimes, wbieb the military havo neitber'time nor inclination to interfere 
witb. Among these, first in importance is tho maintenance of order, 
peace, and quiet, within the jurisdiction of Memphis. To insure thi;!, I will 
keep a strong provost guard in tlio city, bnt will limit their duty to guarding 
public property held or claim('<l }>y the United States, and for the arrest and 
confinement of State prisoners and soldiers who are disorderly or imi)ropcrly 
away from their regiments. This guard ought not to arrest citizens for di*;- 
order or minor crimes. This should be done by tho city police. I under- 
stand tbat tbe city police is too weak in nnmbers to accomplish this per- 
focily, and I therefore recommend tiiatthe Oltj OonncQ at once take steps 
to increase this force to a number which, in their judgment, day and night 
can enforce yonr ordinances aa to peace, quiet, and order; so that anj 
change In our military dispositions will not have n tendency to leave your 
people ungnarded. I am willing to instruct tbe provost guard to assist the 
police force when any combination is made too strong for them to overcome ; 
but the city police should be stronir enoncrh for any probable oontincrcncy. 
Tho cost of maintaining this police force must necessarily fall upon all citi- 
zens equitably. 
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I am muA wOling, nor do I tidnk ft good policy, for fhe dtj anthoritlet 
to oolleet the taxes tieloDging to the State and Oonnty, as yon reoommend ; 
for these would have to be refiuided. Better meet the expenses at onoe b j 
a new tax on all interested. Therefore, if yon, on consultation with the 
proper numidipBlbody, will frime a good bill for the increase of yonr police 
forcOi and for raifling the necessary means for their support and main- 
tenance, I will approve it and aid you in the collection of tlio tax. Of 
conrsc, I cannot suggest how this tax should bo had, bnt I think that it 
should be made uniform on all iatcrestS| real estate, and personal property, 
including money and merchandise. 

All who are protected should share the expenses in proportion to the 
interests inyolred. I am, widi reqieot, yonr obedient senrant, 

W. T. SsuMAN, Mc^oT'Omsral MmmanJIfi^. 

Hbadquabtbbs Tm IhmioN, ) 
MxMraia, Awgud T, 18ea. f 

0(^tain FrtoBf ArnktmU QuairUrmMUrf MmpkU, l^timeme. 

Bat : The duties devolving on the qnartennaster of this post, in addition 
to his legitimate fimctions, are veiy important and oneroos, and I am itally 
ftware that the task is more than should devolve on one man. I win en. 
deavor to get yon help in the person of some commisnoned officer, and, if 
possible, one under bond, as he most handle largo amounts of money in 
trust; but, for the present, we must execute the duties falling to our share 
as well as possible. On the subject of vjicant houses, General Grant's orders 
are : Take possession of all vacant stores and liouses in the city, and have 
them rented at reasonable rates; rent to be paid monthly in advanco. Those 
buildings, with their tenants, can be turned over to proprietors on proof of 
loyalty ; also take charge of such as have been leased out by disloyal 
OWBSKH** 

I vnderstand that General €(rant takes the rents and profits of this dass 
of real property under the roles and laws of war, and not under the oonfls- 
ostion aot of Cfongress; therefore the question of title is not involved— 
sfanply the possesdon, and the rents and profits of booses belonging to our 
enemies, which are not vacant, we hold in trust for them or theOovemment, 
aocordmg to the future decisions of the proper tribunals. 

Mr. McDonald, your chief agent in renting and managing this business, 
called on me lost evening and loft with mo written questions, which it would 
take a volume to answer and a Webster to elucidate ; but as we can only 
attempt [)lain, substantial justice, I will answer these questions as well as I 
can, brietiy and to the point : 

Fint. When ground is owned by parties who have gone south, and 
have leased the gronnd to parties bow in the dty who own the improve* 
ments on the ground t 
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Answer, Tho United States takes tho rents due the owner of the land ; 
d(Mt not disturb tho ownor of tfao improTomo&ta. 

Steand, Wbon parties owning hooMs hayo goao aootb, and tho tonant 
has given his notes for tho rent in adTanoot 

^fiiwr. Notes aro mere ovidonoe of the debt dno landlord. Tho tenant 
pays tho rent to the qnartermaster, who gives a bond of indemni^ against 
the notes representing the debt for the partioolar rent. 

77iinl ^\hoa tho tenant has ezpendod sOToral months* rent in repairs 

on tho house ? 

Answer, Of coarse, allow all snch oredits on reasonable proof and 

showing. 

Fourth. When tho owner has gone south, and parties here hold liens on 
the property and are collecting the rents to satisfy their ]iens ? 

Annter, The rent of a house can only bo mortgaged to a person in pos- 
session. If a loyal tenant bo in possession and claim the rent ftcm hinudf 
as doe to himself on some other debt, allow it; bnt, if not in aotnal posses- 
don of the property, rents are not good liens for a debt^ bnt most be paid to 
the quartermaster. 

I^tk, Of parties claiming foreign protection t 

Answer. Many claim foreign protection who are not entitled to it. If 
they aro foreign sahjects residing for business in this country, they aro en- 
titled to consideration and jjrotcction so long as thoy obey tho law3 of tho 
country. If they occupy houses belonging to absent rebels, they must pay 
rent to tho quartermaster. If they own property, they most occnpy it by 
themselves, tenants, or servants. 

EightK When booses are oocapied and the owner has gone south, leav- 
ing an agent to ooUeet rent for his beaofltf 

Aiuwtr, Bent most bo paid to the qnartennaster. Ko agent oan eoDeot 
and remit money sonth without sal^eoting himself to arrest snd trial lor 
aiding and abetting the pnUio enemy. 

Jl%nth» When houses are owned by loyal citizens, bnt nro unoccupied ? 

Anmer, 8nch shonid not bo disturbed, bnt it would be well to advisa 
tiiem to have aomo Pcrvnnt at tlio lionse to occupy it. 

Ter^th. Wlien parties who occupy the house are creditors of the owner, 
who has gone south ? 

Answer. You only look to collection of rents. Any person who trans- 
mits money south is liable to nrrest and trial for aiding and abetting tho 
enemy; but I do not think it our business to collect debts other than rents. 

Mnenth, When the parties who own the property have left tho oity 
nnder General Hovey*s Order No. l, but are in tho immediate neighborhood, 
on fbdr plantations ff 

uiflMssr. It makes no differenoo where they are, so they are absent. 

Tketiffth, When movable property is fonnd in stores that are dosed t 
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Aiuicer. TJio goods are security for the rent. If the owner of the goods 
prefers to remove the goods to paying rent, he can do so. 

ThirUenth, When the owner lives in town, and refuses to take the oath 
of allegianoet 

Aniwer, If the house be oooopied, it doea not fall under the order. If 
the house be Taioanti it does. The owner ean reoorer his ^roper^ by taUng 
the oath. 

All persons in Memphis reridhsg within our military lines are presumed 
to be loyal, good citizens, and may at any moment be called to serve on 
^TiTio?, posses eomitatun, or other civil servioo required by tlio Constitution 
and laws of our country. Should they bo called upon to do such duty, 
which would require them to acknowledge their allegiance and subordina- 
tion to the Constitution of the United States, it would then be too late to 
refuse. So long as they rcmuin quiet and conform to those laws, they are 
entitled to protection in their property and liyee* 

We iiare nothing to do with oonflsoation. We only deal with possession, 
and therefore the necessity of a strict acooontability, becanse the United 
Btatea assmnes the plaoe of trustee^ and must aocoont to the ri|^tfiil owner 
Ibr his property, rents, and profits. In doe season courts will be established 
to execute the laws, the confiscation act indtnded, wlien wo will be re- 
lieved of this duty and trust. Until that time, every opportunity shonld be 
given to tlic wavering and disloyal to return to their allegiance to the Oon* 
Btitntion of their birth or adoption. I am, etc., 

W. T. Shermax, 
Major- GenercU commanding. 



UXADQUABTBM FlTTH DlVIBIOV, 1 

MaMras, TxmrzMn, Au(fiut so, 1801 1 

Major-General Gbant, Corhith, Mississippi, 

Sra: Inpursnance of your rocjucst that I slioulj keep you advised of 
matters of interest here, in addition to the purely othciol matters, I now 
write. 

I dispatched promptly the thirteen oompanies of cavalry, nine of Fourth 
Illinois, and four of Eleventh Illinois, to their reepeotiTe destittatioDS, 
pnnctnaDy on the 98d instant, although the order was only received on the 
28d. I received at the same time, from Oolonel Dickey, the notice that 

the bridge over llatchie was burned, and therefore I prescribed their order 
of march via Bolivar. They started at 12 af. of the 2Sd, and I have no 
nc^<i of them since. None of the cavalry ordered to me is yet heard 
from. 

The guerrillas liave destroyed several bridges over Wolf Creek ; one at 
Raleigh, on the road by which I had prescribed trade and travel to and 
from the city. 1 have a strong guard at the lower bridge over Wolf Kiver, 
18 
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by which we can reacli tbo country to the north of that stream ; hut, 
the Goufe<lerat€s have burned their own bridges, I will hold them to 
Older, and aUov no trade OT«r tsaj other road than the one presoribed, 
QBing the lower or Bandolph road for onr own conTenienee. I am atill 
satisfied there Is no large force of rebeb anywhere in the neighborhood. AU 
the navj gnnboata are below except the St Loois, whioh lies off the dty. 
When Oommodore Davis passes down from Cairo, I will try to see him, 
and get him to ezohange the St Louis for a fleeter boat not iron-clad ; one 
that can move up and down the river, to break up forry-boatH and canoe?, 
and to prevent all pas9in^ across tlio river. Of course, in spite of all our 
eflforts, smncrp'linp: is carried on. We ocrasionally m.iko liauls of clothing, 
gold-loco, buttons, etc., but I am satisfied that salt and arms are got to 
the interior somehow. I have addressed the Board of Trade a letter on 
this point, which will enable us to control it better. 

Ton may have been troubled al hearing reports of dnmkenneas here. 
There was some after pay-day, but generally all is as quiet and orderly 
as possible. I traverse the oi^ every d^ and night, and amert that Mem- 
phis is and has been as oideily a oity as St Lods, Cincinnati, or New York. 

Before the oity anthorities undertook to license saloons, there was as 
muoh whiskey here as now, audit would take all my command as custom- 
house inspectors, to break open all the parcels and packages containinj^ 
liquor. I can destroy all groggeries and shops where soldiers get liquor 
just na we would in St. Louis. 

The newspapers are accusiug me of cruelty to tlio sick; as base a 
charge as was ever inade. I would not let the Sanitary Committee carry 
off a boat-load of sick, because 1 have no right to. "We have good hospitals 
here, and plenty of them. Our re^mental hospitals are in the camps of the 
men, and the dek do muoh better there than in the general hospitals; so 
81^ my division surgeon and the regimental surgeons. The civilian dootori 
would, if permitted, take away our entire command. General Curtia sends 
bis siok up here, but usually no nurses ; and it is not right that nuisea 
should be taken from my command for bis sick. I think that, when we 
are endeavoring to raise soldiers and to instruct them, it is bad policy to 
keep them at hospitals as attendants and nurses. 

T send you Dr. Derby's acknowled^rmcnt that ho gave tlie leave of ab- 
senco of which ho was charged. I have placed him in arrest, in obedience 
to General Ilallcck^s orders, but he remains in charge of the Overton Hos- 
pital, which is not full of patients. 

The State Hospital also is not full, and I cannot imagine what Dr. Derby 
wants with the Femsle Aoademy on Yanoe Street I will see him again, and 
now that he is the chief at Overton Hospital, I think he will not want the 
aoademy. StUl, if he does, under your orders I will cause it to be vacated 
by the children and Sistera of Iferoyl They have Just adverUsed for 
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more seholan, and wffl be sadlj diaapiNrfnted. If, however, this boUdiog 
or any other be Deeded for » ho^ital, it maat be taken ; bat really, in mj 
hearty I do not see what possible chance there is, under present oiroom- 
stances, of filling with patients the two large hospitals now in use, besides 
tho one asked for, I mar, liowover, bo mistaken in the partioular building 
asked for by Dr. Derby, and will rayself to see. 

The fort is progressing well, Captain Jenney having arrived. Sixteen 
heavy guns are received, with a largo amount of shot and shell, but the 
platforms are not yet ready; still, if occasion should arise for dispatch, I 
can pat a larger force to work. Captain Prime, when here, advised that 
the work ihonld proceed regnlarly under the proper engineer officers and 
Ubofera» I am, eto., 

W. T. SHUoiAjr, Mqg9r'Omt$rdl€ommanding, 

lisADQUABTSBs Firm DlTXaiON, ) 
Mannns, TamrasMs, SfptmOtrAi 1862. ) 

Colonel J. C, Kelton, A3sii>Uint AdjutanU General^ Headquarters of the 
Armi/y Waahinffton^ D. C, 

Dear Coi.okel: Please acknowledge to tho mnjor-frcneral commanding 
the receipt by mo of his letter, and convey to him my asburancea that I have 
promptly modified my first instniolioiia abont ootton, eo aa to oonform to 
his orders. Trade hi ootton is now free^ bat in all ebe I endeavor so to 
oontrol it that the enemy shall reoeive no oontraband goods» or vaj aid 
or oomfort; stiU I feel sore that the officers of steamboats sje sadly 
tempted by hi^ prices to land salt and other prohibited articles at way* 
points along the river. This, too, in time will be checked. 

All seems well here and hereabout; no large body of the enemy within 
striking distance. A force of abont two thousand cavalry passed through 
Grand Junction north last Friday, and fell ou a detacliinent of the Bolivar 
army at Middleburg, tho result of which is doubtless rei)orted to you. As 
soon as I hoard of the movement, I dispatched a forre to tho southeast by 
way of diversion, and am satisfied that tho enemy's infantry and artillery 
feU back in consequence behind the Tallahatchie. 

The weather to very hot, ooontry very dry, and dost as bad as possiblei 
I hold my two divisions ready, with their original complement of trana- 
portstion, for field asrvioe. 

Of coarse all things most now depend on events In front of Ifashlngton 
and in Kentucky. 

The gunboat Eastport and four transports loaded with prisoners of war 
destined for Vicksbnrg have been lying before Memphis for two days, but 
are now steaming up to resume their voynge. 

Our fort progresses well, bat oar guns are not yet moanted. The en^^i' 
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neerfi are now shaping the banquette to receiye platforma. I eipect 09p» 
tain Prime from Oorinth in two or three days. 

I anil with great respect, yours, 

W. X. Shkbman, Majar-Gmeral eonmandU^gm 

TlEADQUARTEne FlTTH DiVlSIOH, I 

Mmrou, S^ptm^ 81, 1868, ) 

Editor Bulletin. 

Sir: Your comments on the recent orders of Goneruls Ilullock and 
McClcllan afford the occiision appropriate for me to make public the fact 
that there ia a law of Congress, as old as onr OoTerniMiit itself; bat 
rednaotod on the 10th of April, 1806, and in force ever since. That law- 
reads: 

All olBoers and soldiers are to behave tbemselTea orderlj in qoartera 
and on the march; and whoever shall commit any waste or spoil, either in 
walks of trees, park]*, warrens, fish-ponds, houses and gardens^ eornficldi^ 
inclosures or meadows, or shall maliciously destroy any property whatever 
belonging to the inhabitants of the United States, unless by order of tlie 
commander-in-chief of tlio armies of said United States, shall (l)esidcs sin li 
penalties ns they are liable to by law) bo punished according to the nature 
and degree of the offense, by the Judgment of a general or regimental court- 
martial.'* 

Such is the law of Congress; and the orders of the commander-in-chief 
are, that officers or soldiers convicted of straggling and pillaging shall be 
punished with death. Theae orders have not oome to me offidallj, bnt I 
have seen them in newq[»apen, and am satisfied that thej eacpress the de- 
termination of the oommander-in-ohiet Straggling and pillaging have ever 
been great military crimes ; and every officer and soldier in my oonunand 
knows what stress I have laid upon them, and that, so far as in my power 
lies, I will pnnish them to the full extent of the law and orders. 

The law is one thin;r, the oxecntion of the law nnother. God himself 
has commanded: "Thou shalt not kill," "thou shalt not Pteal," "tbon 
shalt not covet thy neighbor's goods," etc. Will any one say these things 
are not done now as well as before these laws were announced at Sinai? 
I admit the law to be that "no officer or soldier of the United States shaD 
commit waste or destruction of cornfields, orchards, potato-patches, or any 
kind of p'dlage on the property of friend or foe near Memphis," and thai I 
stand prepared to ezecnte the law as ftr as possible. 

Ko officer or soldier should enter the boose or premises of any peaoe- 
able eitiaen, no matter what his politics, unless on boriness; and no sach 
offiow or soldier can force an entrance unless he have a written order from 
a commanding officer or provost-marshal, which written anthori^must be 
«shibited if demanded. When property snoh as forage, bnilding or other 
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materials aro needed by tbo Uaited States, a receipt will bo p^ivon bv the 
officer taking them, which receipt should bo presented to the quartermaster, 
who will substitute therefor a regular voucher, to be paid according to the 
circtimstances of the case. If the officer refuse to give snch receipt, the 
citizen may fairly infer that the property ia wrongfully taken, and he 
ehould, for his own protection, ascertoiii the name, rank, and regiment of 
the officer, and report him in writtng. If any ■oldier oommiti waste or 
doBtmotioo, tbe person whose property is thus wasted must find ont the 
name, oompanj, and regiment of the aetoal transgressor. In .order to 
■ pmiish there most be a trial, and there mnst be testimony. It is not snf- 
fiolent that a general aoonaation be made, that soldiers are doing this or 
that. I cannot punish mj whole command, or a whole battalion, because 
one or two bad soldiers do wron^. The punishment must reach the per* 
petrators, and no one can identify them as well as the party who is in- 
terested. The State of Tennessee does not hold itself responsible for acts of 
larceny committed by her citizens, nor does the United States or any other 
nation. These aro individual acts of wronc", and punishment can only bo 
inflicted on the wrong-doer. I know the dilliciilty of identifying particular 
soldiers, but difficulties do not alter the importuuco of principles of jastioe. 
Thejr should stimnlate the parties to increase their efforts to find out the 
actual perpetrators of the crime. 

Ckilonels of regfanenta and commanders of corps are liable to severe 
punishment for permittmg their men to leave their camps to commit waste 
or destmction; but I know full well that many of the acts attributed to 
soldiers are committed hy citizens and negroes, and are charged to soldiers 
because of a desire to find fiiult with them ; but this only reacts ujion tlio 
community and increases the mischief. "While every officer would willingly 
follow up an accusation against any ono or more of his men whoso names 
or description were given immediately after the discovery of the act, he 
would naturally resent any general charge against his good men, for the 
criminal conduct of a few bad ones. 

I have examined into numj of the cases of complaint made in this gen- 
eral way, and hare felt merged that oar soldiers should do acts which are 
nothing more or less than stealing^ bat I was powerless withoat some clew 
whereby to reach the rightfhl party. I know that the great mass of onr 
aoldiers woold scorn to steal or commit crime^ and I will not therefore 
entertain Tagae and general complaints, but stand prepared always to 
follow np any reasonable complaint when the charge is definite and the 
names of witnoases furnished. 

I know, moreover, in some instances when our soldiers are complained 
of, that they have been insulted by sneering remarks about " Yankees,'* 
" Xorthern barbarians," "Liucolu s hirelings," etc. People who use such 
language must seek redress through some one else, for I will not tolerate in- 
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mlts to our ooontr j or oanae. When people liDiget their obligetioiis to a 
GovMsmeiit that made them reipected among Uie natkma of the eirth, and 
Bpeak contemptaooily of the flag which iithe silent emhlem of that coimtry, 
1 will not go oat of mj waj tq protect them or their property. I will ponieh 
the soldiers for trespass or waste if adjudged by a court-martial, because 
they disobey orders ; but soldiers are men and citizens ns well as soldiers, 
and should promptly resent any insult to their couutry, come from what 
quarter it may. I mention this phase I'lcau^^e it is too common. Insult to 
a soldier does not justify pillage, but it takes from the officer the dis- 
position he would otherwise feel to follow up the inquiry and puniah thu 
wrong-doeri. 

Again, armSee la motion or Btationarymut oommit tome waste. Fleokera 
most let down ftooes and cross fields; and, when an attack ia oontemplated 
or apprehended, a oonmiaiid will natandly dear the gronnd of honsei^ 
ftnees, and trees. Tliis is waste, but ia the natoral consequence of war, 
chargeable on those who caused the war. 80 in fortifying a place, dwell- 
ing-houses must be taken, materiala used, even wasted, and great damage 
done, wliich in tlio end may prove useless. This, too, is an expense not 
chargeable to us, but to those who mode the war ; and generally war ia 
destruction and nothing else. 

"We mu>t bear this in mind, that however peaceful things look, wo 
are really at icar; and much that looks like waste or destruction is only 
*ike removal of objects that obstruct our fire, or would aSbrd cover to an 
eoemyi 

This class of waste mnst be distinguished from the wanton waste com* 
mitted bj army-stngi^ers, whieh is wrong, and can be punished by tha 
death-penalty if proper testimony can lie produced. 

Yonr% etc., 

W. T. BBBOfAir, Meoof-Omufol eammandinf. 

Satisfied that, in the progresB of the war, Kempliis would 
become an important depot, I pushed forward the constmction 

of Fort Pickering, kept most of the troops in camps back of 
the city, ami my own headqiuirters remained in tcnt3 on tbo 
edge of the city, near Mr. Moon's house, until, on tlic apjiroaib 
of winter, ISfr^. Sherman came dovm with the children to vi&it 
ine, when I took a Louse iK^nrer the fort. 

All this time battalion and brigade drills wore enforced, 
80 thaty when the season approached for active operations 
totiher south, I had my division in the best possiMc order, 
and about the Ist of November it was composed as follows : 
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First Brigade^ Brigadior-General M. L. Smith. — Eiglitb Missouri, Colo- 
nel G. A. Smith ; Sixth Missouri, Colonel Peter E. Bland ; One Hundred 
and Thirteenth Illinois, Colonel Gcur;:© B. Ilope ; Fifty-fourth Ohio, Colo- 
nel T. Kilbj Smith ; One Hundred and Twentieth liliuois, Colonel G. W. 
McKeaig. 

Second Brigade^ Colonel Johh Adaib McDowkll. — Sixth Iowa, Lieuten-. 
ant-Goloofll John It Gone ; FortieUi IUmoia» Oolond J. W. Booth ; Forty- 
Bixtb Ohio^ Oolonol 0. 0. Waloatt; Tlurteenth United States Infantiy, 
First Battation, Vigor D. Obaae. 

Third Biiffad§f Brigadior-Ooneral J. W. DnrriB.— Forty-dgbth Ohio^ 
Oolonol P. J. Sullivan; Fifty-third Ohio^ Colonel V. 8. Jones; Beventieth 
Ohio, Colonel J. K. Coekerill. 

Fourth Brigade, Colonel David Stuabt. — Fifty-fifth Illinois, Colonel O. 
Maluiburg; Filty-seventh Ohio, Colonel W. Mungen; Eighty-third Indiana, 
Colonel B. Spooncr ; One Hundred and Sixteenth Illiaors, Colonel Tupper; 
One llumlretl and Twenty-seventh Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Eldriilge. 

Fifth Brigade^ Colonel K. P. Bcckland, — Seventy -second Ohio. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel D. W. 0. London; Thirty-second Wisconsin, ColonclJ. W. 
Howe; IHnetj-tbird Indiana, OoUumI Thomas; Nlnelgr-tbird nUnois, Ma- 
jor J. IL Fisher. 

Subsequently, Brigadier-General J. G. Lannuin arrived at 

Memphis, and I made up a sixth brigade, and organized these 
six brigades into three divisions, under J>i igadier-Generals M. 
L. Smith, J. W. Denver, and J. G. Launian. 

About the ITth of j^ovember I received an order from 
General Grant, dated — 

LAOBurea, HiMtmbtt 15, 186S. 

Meet me at Colnmibna, Kentucky, on Thursday next. If yon have a 
good map of the oountrj sonth of joo, take it up with you. 

U. S. GuAsx, M<i^-Q«n§raL 

I started forthwith hy boat, and met Greneral Grant, who had 
reached Ck>liimbii8 by the raUroad from Jackaon, TeDneBseOi He 
explained to me that he proposed to move against Femherton, 
then intrenched on a line hehmd the Tallahatchie Hirer below 

Holly Springs ; that he would move on Holly Springs and Abber- 
ville, from (Ti-and Junction ; that MePherson, with the trooj)S at 
Corinth, would aim to make junction with liini at Holly Springs; 
and that he wanted me to leave in Memphis a proper garriflon. 
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and to aim for the Tallahatcliie, so as to come up on his right 
by a certain date. He further said that his ultimate object 
was to capture Vicksburg, to open the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi liiver, and that General Halleck had authorized him to 
call on the troops in the Department of Arkansas, then com- 
manded by Genei&L £L Curtis, for cooperation. I suggested 
to him that if be would request General Curtis to send an expe- 
dition from some point on the Mississippi near Ilelena, then 
held in f oroe, toward Grenada, to the rear of Pemberton, it 
would alarm him for the safety of his eommunicationsy and 
would asaifit us materiallj in the proposed attack on his front. 
He authorized me to send to the commanding officer at Helena • 
a request to that effect, and, as soon as I reached Memphis, I 
dispatched my aide, Major McCoy, to llL'leiia, wlio returned, 
bringing me a letter from General Frederick Steele, wlio had 
just reached Helena with Osterhaus's division, and who was 
temporarily in command, General Curtis having gone to St. * 
Louis. Tin's letter contained the assurance that he " would send 
from Priar's Point a large force under Brigadier-General A. P. 
Ilovey in the direction of Grenada, aiming to reach the Talla- 
hatchie at Charleston, on the next Monday, Tuesday, or Wednes> 
day (December Ist) at furthest" My command was appointed 
to start on Wednesday, Kovember 24th, and meantime Major* 
Gtoenil S. A. Hurlbut, having reported for duty, was asngned 
to the command of Memphis, with four regiments of in&intry 
one battery of artillery, two companies of Thielman's cavaliy 
and the certain proPi)eet of soon receiving a number of new 
regiment.^, known to l)e en route. 

I marched out of Memphis punctually with tliree small 
divisions, taking different roads till we approaclied the Talla- 
hatchie, when we converged on Wyatt to crosf^ river, there 
a bold, deep stream, with a newly-constructed fort behind. I 
had Grierson's Sixth Illinois Cavalry with me, and with it 
Opened communication with Greneral (rmnt when we were 
abreast of Holly Springs. We reached Wyatt on the 2d day of 
December without the least opposition, and there learned that 
Peraberton's whole army had fallen back to the Yakbusha, 
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near Grenada, in a great measure by reason of the exan:gcrate€l 
reports concerning the Helena force, which had reached Charles- 
ton ; and some of General lluvey's cavalry, under General AVash- 
bum, having Btnick the railroad in the neighborhood of Coflee- 
ville, naturally alaraied General Pembcrton for the safety of his 
communications, and made him let go his Tallahatchie line with 
all the forts which he had built at great cost in labor. We had 
to build a bridge at Wjatt, which consumed a couple of days^ 
and on the 5th of December my whole command was at College 
Jlill, ten miles from Oxford, whence I reported to General 
Grant in Oxford. 

On the 8th I receiTed the following letter : 

OxKm^ MiiwiMtw, JDMMNto* 9, 1868.— JAniAy. 

General Shkumax, College mil. 

Dear Gexebal: The following is a copy of dispatch just received from 
liVashiDgtou : 

WASiiufOTON, December 7, 1SC2.— 12 M. 

Ccv r il Grant: 

TIjo capture of Grenada may charcre onr plnns in regard to Vioksburg. 
You will move your troops as you may deem best to accomplish the great 
object in view. You will retain, till furtner orders, all troops of General Cur- 
tis now in your department. Telegraph to General Allen in St. Louis for 
all 6toninl)():its yeni mny require. Ask Porter to ooOperate. Telegraph 
what are yuur present plans. 

H. W. Halisce, GtMraV-tn-Ch^f^ 

I wish you would como over Xhh evening: and stay to-niglit, or come in 
the morning. I would like to talk witli you about this matter. My notion 
is to send two divisions back to Memphis, and fix upon a day when they 
should effect a landing, and press from here with this command at tlie 
proper time to cofjperate. If I do not do this I will move our preseut lurce 
to Grenada, including Steele's, repairing road as we proceed, and establish 
a depot of pro^oas there. When a good readj is had, to move Iminedi- 
atelj on Jaekion, IGaaissippi, cutting looie from the road. Of the two 
plans I look mort farorably on the iformer. 

Come over and we will talk this matter o^er. 
Toors tmly, 

U. S. GsAMT, M^yor-GeneroL 

I repaired at once to Oxford, and found General Grant 
in a Ifli^ house with all his staff, and we dlaonflBed eyeiy peg- 
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Bible chance. He explained to me tliat large recnforoements 
had been pfomisedy which would reach Memphis veij soon, if 
not already there ; that the entire gnnboat fleet| then under the 
command of Admiral D. D. Porter, would cooperate; that we 
could connt on a full diyiaion from the troopB at Helena; and 
he believed that, by a prompt movement, I eonld make a lods:- 
meat up the Yazoo and capture Vicksburg fi-uin the rear; thai 
its garrison wa.-^ small, aud he, at Oxford, would so handle hia 
troops as to hold Pemberton away from Vicksburg. I also under- 
stood tliat, if Pemberton should retreat south, ho would follow 
liiin up, and would expect to find me at the Yazoo Kiver, if not 
inside of Vicksburg. I confesB| at that moment I did not dream 
that General McClemand, or anybody else, was scheming for 
the mere honor of capturing Yickabuig. We knew at the time 
that G^eneral Butler had been reenf oroed hj General Banks at 
New Orleans, and the latter was supposed to be working hia 
way up-stream from New Orleans^ while we were working down. 
That day Qeneral Grant dispatched to General Hallecky in 
TVashington, as follows : 

MBtjor-Omtrat U. Eaumok^ WMinfftoUf D. C, .* 

General Shemiiin will oommaiid the expeditioa down the IGsaiBaip^ 
He will have a foroe of about forty thooaand men ; will land above Yidca- 
borg (op the Tamkv if practicable), and oat the Hiasiaaippi Central road and 
the road running east from YlokabaTg, where they oroaa Black Biver. I 

will cooperate from here, mymorementa depending on thn>o of tho enemy. 
With the large cavalry force now at my command, I will be able to havo 
them show tliemselvcs at different points on the Tallahatchie and Yalabusha ; 
and, when nn opportunity occurs, mnko a real attack. After cutting the 
two roads, Genernl Shennau's movomenta to aecore the end desired will 
necessarily bo loft to his jndfrmont. 

I will occupy this road to Ooliceville. 

U. S. GuANT, Major- General, 

'I was shown this dispatch before it was sent^ and afterward 
tlio general drew up for me the following letter of instmctionfl 
iu his own handwriting, which I now posaess : 
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IlBADQVA»nt TimwtaiifH Ancr Corps, i 
DsrAxnaarr ot tn TmnMU, Oxvobd, Kmwiwi, DMniMr 8| 1868. f 

pretent 

GszmuL : Ton will proceed vltb as little dolaf 6a pfaotioable to Uem- 
I^liis, TennesseOf taking with you one diviaioii of your present command* 
On yoar arrival at Memphis jon will assume command of all the troopt 
there, an'l ihnt portion of General Cartis'a forces at present east of the Mis- 
sissippi Kiver, and orgaoiM them into brigades and divisions in your own 
way. 

As soon as possible move with them down the river to the floinlty of 
Viekshorg, and, with the ooOperation of the gonboat fleet nnder command 
of Hag-Officer Porter, proceed to the rednctkm of that place in anoh mano 
ner asdrcomstances and yonr own Judgment may dictate. 

The amoont of rations, forage, land transportation, etc, necessary to 
take, will be left entirely to yourself. 

The quartermaster in St. I^onis will l)o instructed to send yon transpor- 
tation for thirty thonfiand men. Should yon still tind yourself deficient, 
your quartermaster will bo authorized to make np the doficiency from suoh 
transports as may como into the port of Memphis. 

On arrivinj; in Memphis put yourself in communication with Admiral 
Porter, and urrauge with him for his cooperation. 

Inform mo at the earliest practicable day of the time when you will em- 
bark, and sncfa plans as may flien be matured. I will hold the forces here 
in readiness to coOperato with yon Insaoh manner as the movements of the 
enemy may make necessary. 

Leave the District of Memphis in the command of an offictent officer 
and with a garrison of four regiments of infiintiy, the siege-gnns, and what 
ever cavalry force may be there. 

One regiment of infantry and at least a section of artillery will also be 
left at Friar's Point or Delta, to protect the stores of the cavalry post that 
will be left there. Yours truly, 

U. S. Gbant, Major- Gen&ral, 

I also insert here another letter, dated the 14th instant, sent 

afterward to me at Memphis, which completes all instructions 
received by me goveriiiug the first movemeiit agaiiist Vicka- 
borg: 

IIeadquaktkrs DEPAJiTME>rr OF TUR Texxessek, ) 
OaarcwHi, fUntmnn, Dmmitr 14, MSSi | 

Me^OT'Cf^iurai SBBOf Air, wmimanding, eU., MemphU, Tennme§ : 

I have not had one word from Grierson since ho left, and am getting 
linear abont him. I hope General Gorman will give yon no difflcnlty 
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About retaining the troops on this side the river, and Steele to cotnmand 
them. The twenty-one thousand men yon have, with the twelve thousand 
from Jlelena, will make a pood force. The enemy are a3 yet on the YaJa- 
buslia. I am pusliing down on them slowly, but so as to keep up the im- 
]>rosslun of a continuous move. I feel particularly aniious to have the 
jlclcua cavalry on this side of the river ; if not now, at least after you start. 
If Gorman will send them, instruct them where to go and how to commu- 
nioate with me. Mj headqnarten will probahlj be in OoSbeviUe one week 
henee. In the mean time I will order tranaportatioo, eto. ... It would 
be wen if 70a eoold have two or three imaU boats suitable for navigating 
the Taioo. It maj become necessary for me to look to that base for aop- 
plies before we get throagh. . . • 

U. S. QEAXTf MajoT'OetieroL 

When we rode to Oxford from College HOI, there hap- 
pened a little circumstance which seems worthy of record. 
While General Van Dom had his headquarters in Holly 
Spruig% Tiz., in October^ 1862, he was yery ahort of the com- 
forts and Inxories of lif e, and resorted to every possible derice 
to draw from the abnndant sapplies in Memphis. He had no 
difficulty whatever in getting spies into the town for infor 
mation, but lie had trouble in getting bulky supplies out through 
our guard?, though sometimes I connived at his supplies of 
cigars, liquors, boots, gloves, etc., for his individual u?e ; but 
medicines and largo supplies of all kinds were conhscated, 
if attempted to bo passed out. As we rode that morning 
toward Oxford, I observed in a farmer's barn-yard a wagon 
that looked like a city fnmiture-wagon with springs. We were 
always short of wagons, so I called the attention of the quar- 
termaster, Colonel J. Gondit Smith, saying, There is a good 
wagon; go for it." He dropped ont of the retinue with an 
orderly, and after we had ridden a mile or so he overtook ns, 
and I asked him, What luck ! " He answered, All right ; I 
have secured that wagon, and I also got another," and explained 
that he had gone to the fanner's huuse to inquire about the 
funiiture-wagon, when the farmer said it did not belong to him, 
but to some ]>arty in Memphis, adding that in his bam was 
another l>elonging to the same party. They went to the bam, 
and there found a handsome city hearse, with pall and plumea 
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The fanner said ihej had had a big funend out of Memphifl| 
Imt when it readied his honse, the coffin was found to contain 
a fine assortment of medidnes for the nse of Tan Dom's army. 
Thus under the pretense of a fixst-dass funeral, tlicy had car- . 
ried through our guards the yerj things we had tried to pre-' 
\ei\t. It was a good trick, but diminished our respect for such 
pageants afterward. 

As soon as I was in possession of General Grant's iustnio 
tions of December 8tb, with a further request that I should 
dispatch Colonel Grierson, with his cavalry, across by land to 
Helena, to notify General Steele of the general plan, I re- 
turned to Colle^'e Ilill, selected the division of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Morgan L. jSiuith to return with me to Memphis ; started 
Grierson on his errand to Hdena, and ordered Generals Denyer 
and Lauman to report to General Ghnnt for further orders. 
We started hack hjr the most direct route, readied Memphis 
by noon of Deoemher ISth, and hegan immediatdj the prepaiu- 
tions for the Yicksburg movement. There I found two irregu- 
lar divisions which had arrived at Memphis iu my absence, cuin- 
mandcd respectively bv Brigadier-General A. J. Smith and 
Brigadier-General George AV. Morgan. These were designated 
the First and Third Divisions, leaving the Second Di\'isiou of 
Morgan L. Smith to retain its original name and number. 

I also sent orders, in the name of General Grant, to General 
Gorman, who meantime had replaced General Steele in com- 
mand of Hdena, in lieu of the troops which had been east of 
the Mississippi and had returned, to make up a strong division 
to report to me on my way down. This division was accord- 
ingly organized, and was commanded hj Brigadier-General 
Frederick Stede, constituting my Fourth Division. 

Meantime a large fleet of steamboats was assembling from 
St. Louis and Cairo, and Admiral Porter dropped down to Mem- 
phis with his whole gunboat fleet, ready to coopcmte in the 
movement. The preparations were necessarily hasty in the 
extreme, but this was tlie essence of the whole plan, viz., to 
reach Vicksburg as it were by 6ui'j)rise, while General Grant 
held in check Pemberton's army about Grenada^ leaving me 
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to contend only with the emnller garrison of Yicksburg and its 
well-known etrong batteries and defenses. On the 19th the 
Memphis troo])s were embarked, and steamed down to Helena, 
where on the 21st General Steele's division was also embarked; 
and on the 22d we were all rendezvoused at l^Viar's Pointy in 
the following order, viz. : 

Steamer Forest Queen, general headqoarten^ and battalion Thirteenth 

United States Infantry. 

FirU IHvUion, Brigadier-General A. J. Smith. — Steamers Des Arc, di- 
vision headquarters and escort; Metropolitan, Sixth Indiana; J. H. Dickey, 
Twenty-third Wisconsin ; J. C. Snow, Sixteenth Indiana; Hiawatha, Nine- 
ty-sixth Ohio; J. S. Pringlo, Sixty-seventh Indiana ; J. W. Cheestinrm, 
Ninth Kentucky; Jl. Cauiphell, Ninety-seventh Indiana; Duke ot' Ar- 
gyle, Seventy-seventh Illinois; City of Alton, One Handred and Eighth 
and Forty-eighth Ohio ; Oity of Lonidana, Keroantile Battery; Ohio Belle, 
Seventeenth Ohio Battery; Oitizen, Elghty-thiid Oliio; Champion, oom- 
miaaary-hoat; General Anderaon, Ordnanoe. 

Steond DMIm, Brigadier-General M. L. Siom-^teaniera Gbaneellory 
headquarters, and Thielman^s cavalry; Planet, One ITundred and Sixteenth 
Illinois ; City of Memphis, Batteriea A and B prissoori Artillery), Eighth 
Missouri, and section of Pllrrott guns; Omaha, Fifty-seventh Ohio ; Sionx 
City, Eighty-third Indiana; Spread Eagle, One ITundred and Twenty- 
pcventh Illinois; Ed. "Wnlsh, One Hundred and Thirteenth Illinois; "West- 
moreland, Fifty-fifth Illinois, li< a<L quarters Fourth Brigade ; Sunny South, 
Fifty-fourth Ohio; Universe, bixih Missouri; Bobert Alien, commissary^ 
boat. 

7%ird Division^ Brigadier-General G. W. Mobgan. — Steamers Empress, 
diTiaion headquarten; Key Weft, One Hnndred and Eighteenth Im^Uana; 
Sam Gaty, Sixty-ninth Indiana; Northerner, One Hnndred and Twentieth 
Ohio; Bcile Peoria, headqnartera Second Brigade, two oompaniea For^- 
ninth Ohio^ and pontoona; Die Vemon, Third Eentnoky; War Eagle, 
Forty-ninth Indiana (eight companies), and Foster^s battery; Henry von 
Phul, headquarters Third Brigade, and eight companies Si.xtecnth Ohio; 
Fanny Bullitt, One Hundred and Fourteenth Ohio, and Laraphcre's bat- 
tery; Crescent City, Twenty-second Kentucky and Fifty-fourth Indiana; 
Des Moines, Forty-secoDd Ohio; Pembina, Lamphere'a and Stone's bat- 
teries ; Lady Jackson, commissary-boat. 

Fourth Jjivision, Brigadier-General Fredet?ick Stkele. — Steamers Con- 
tinental, licadquarters, escort and buttery ; John J. Koe, Fourth and Ninth 
lows; NebraaJca, Thirty-first Iowa ; Key West, First Iowa Artillery ; John 
Warner, Thirteenth IDhioiB; Taeams^ Twenty-aixth Iowa; Becator, 
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Twenty-eighth Iowa; Quitman, Thirty-fonrth Iowa; Kennett, Twenty- 
ninth Missouri; Gladiator, Thirtieth Missouri; Isabella, Thirty-first Mis- 
souri ; D. G. Taylor, quartermaster's stores and horses ; Sucker Statc^ 
Thirty-second Missouri; Dakota, Third Missouri; Tutt, Twelfth Missouri 
Emma, Seventeenth Missouri ; Adriatic, First Missouri ; Meteor, Seventy- 
eixth Ohio ; Polar Star, Fifty-eighth Ohio. 

At the same time were communicated tlie following instruc- 
tions : 

IlKADQrARTERS KlOHT WlXO, TniRTEEXTn ArMT C0RP8, { 

FuRKST QuKi^, JJ€cembtr 23, 1862. ) 

To Commanders oj Divisions^ Generals F. Steele, George W. Morgan, A. 
J. SMFin, and M. L. SMrrn: 

With this I hand to each of you a copy of a map, compiled from the 
best sources, and which in the main is correct. It is the same used by Ad- 
miral Porter and myself. Complete military success can only be accom- 
plished by united action on some general plan^ embracing usually a largo 
district of country. In the present instance, our object is to secure the 
Navigation of the Mississippi River and its main branches, and to hold them 
jas military channels of communication and for commercial purposes. The 
'river, above Yicksburg, has been gained by conquering the country to its 
jcar, rendering its possession by our enemy useless and unsafe to him, and 
of great value to us. But the enemy still holds the river from Vicksburg 
to Baton Rouge, navigating it with his boats, and the possession of it ena- 
bles him to connect his communications and routes of supply, east and 
west. To deprive him of this will be a severe blow, and, if done effectu- 
ally, will be of great advantage to us, and probably the most decisive act of 
the war. To accomplish this important result we are to act our part — an 
important one of the great tfAo/«, General Banks, with a large force, has 
reenforccd General Butler in Louisiana, and from that quarter an expe- 
dition, by water and land, is coming northward. General Grant, with the 
Thirteenth Army Corps, of which wo compose the right wing, is moving 
southward. Tlie naval squadron (Admiral Porter) is operating with his 
gunboat fleet by water, each in perfect harmony with the other. 

General Grant's left and centre were at last accounts approaching the 
Yalabusha, near Grenada, and the railroad to his rear, by which he drew 
his supplies, was reported to be seriously damaged. This may disconcert 
him somewhat, but only makes more important our lino of operations. At 
the Yalabusha General Grant may encounter the army of General Pember- 
ton, the same which refused him lattle on the line of the Tallahatchie, 
which was strongly fortified ; but, as he will not have time to fortify it, ho 
will hardly stand thvre; and, in that event. General Grant will immediately 
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advance down the high ridge between the Big Black and Yazoo, and will 
expect to meet ns on tho Yazoo and roeoivo from iis tho supplies which 
he needs, and which he knows we carry along. Partij of this general plaa 
are to cooperate with the naval squadron in tho reduction ofVickshurg; 
to secure possession of the land Iving hetwoen tho Yazoo and Big Black; 
and to act in concert with General Grant against Pemberton's forces, sup- 
posed to haTO Jackson, Mississippi, as a point of oonoentration. Yicksburg 
is doubtless reiy stronglj fortified, both against the river and land ap- 
proaches. Alreadj the gnnboats hare seonred the Yazoo np for twenty- 
three miles, to a fort on the Tasooat Haines*s Bluff, giving na a choice for 
a landing-place at some point up the Yasoo below this fort, or on the island 
which lies between Yicksburg and the present month of the Yasoo. (jSee 
map [\ f , d], Johnson's plantation.) 

But, before any actual collision with the enemy, I purpose, after our 
whole land-force is rendezvoused at Gaines's Landing, Arkansas, to proceed 
in order to Milliken'a Bend (a), and there dispatch a brigade, without wag- 
ons or any incumbrances whatever, to the Yicksburg & Sliroveport Rail- 
road (at A and l\ to destroy that effectually, and to cut off that fruitful 
arenne of supply ; then to proceed to the month of the Yazoo^ and, after 
possessing ourselves of the latest and most authentic information from naval 
officers now therci to land our whole force on the Mississippi side, and then 
to reach the pt^t where the Yicksburg & Jackson Railroad crosses the 
Big Black (/); after which to attack Vicksbnxg by land, while the gun- 
boats assail it by water. It may be necessary (looking to Grant's ap- 
proach), before attacking Yicksburg, to reduce the battery at ITainas^s Blvff 
tifst, so as to enable some of the lighter gunboats and trausporta to ascend 
the Yazoo and communicate with General Grant. Tho detailed manner of 
accomplishing all these results will bo cornrnnnicated in duo season, and 
these general points are only made known at this time, that cotumaudord 
may study the maps, and also that in the event of non-receipt of orders all 
may act in perfect concert by following the general movement, nnleaa 
specially detached. 

Ton sU now have the same map, so that no misfcskas or confusion need 
result from different names of locdities. All possible preparations ss to 
wagons, proviuons, axes, and intrenohing-tools, should be made in advance, 
so that when we do land there will bo no want of them. ' Wlien we begin 
to act on shore, we must do tho work quickly and effectually. Tho gun- 
boat under Admiral Porter will do their full share, and X feel every assor- 
anco that the army will not fall short in its work. 

Division commanders may read this to regimental commanders, and fur- 
nish brigade commanders a copy. They should also cause as many copies 
of the map to be made on the same sesle as poisiblek being veiy carefhl in 
copying the names* 
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The points marked e and g (xUloii's and ^ouut ^Ubans) are evidently 
•trat^cal points that wfll figan in onr fatoro op^ratiooB, and these posi* 
tlonuiflboidd be well ttadied* 

I am, with great raspeot^ your obedient eerranti 

TlieMiflsiBBippi boats were admisablj calculated for handling 
troops, horses, gmuy storeSi etc., easy of embarkation and dia- 
embarkatian, and sappUea ol aU. kinds were abimdant, except 
' fneL Per this we had to lelj on wood^ bat most of the wood* 
jazds, BO common on the lirer before the war, had been ex- 
hausted, so that we had to use fence-rails, old dead timber, the 
logs of hooses, etc Having abundance of men send plenty of 
axes, each boat could daily procure a supply. 

In proceeding down the river, one or more of Admiral Por- 
ter's gunboats took tbo lead ; others were distributed through- 
out the column, and some brought up the rear. We manoeuvred 
bv divisions and brigades when in motion, and it was a magnifi- 
cent sight as wo thus steamed down the river. What few in- 
habitants remained at the plantations ou the river-bank were 
unfriendly, except the slaves ; some few gnerriUa-perties in- 
fested the banks, but did not dare to molest so strong a force as 
I then commandedL 

We readied ilGlliken's Bend on OhristmasNdaj, when I 
detached one brigade (Burbridge's), of A* J. Smith's diviBion, 
to the Bonthwest, to break up the lailioad leading from Yieka- 
burg toward Shreveport, Lonisiana. Leaving A. J. Smith's 
division there to await- the return of Burbridge, the remain- 
ing three divisions proceeded, on the 26th, to the mouth of 
the Yazoo, and up that river to Johnson's plantation, thir- 
teen mile?, and there disembarked — Steele's division above 
the mouth of Chickasaw Bayou, Morgan's division near the 
house of Johnson (which had been burned by the gunboats 
on a former occasion), and M. L. Smith's just below. A. J. 
Smith's division arrived the next night, and disembarked be- 
low that of liC. L. Smith. The place of our disembarkation waa 
in fact an ishind, separated from the high bln£E known as Walnnt 
Hillii^ on which the town of Ticksbnrg Btands, by a broad and 
19 
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Bhallow bayou— evidently an old channel of the Yazoo. On our 
right was another vide hajoui known aa Old Biver ; and oa. the 
left BfcOl another, much nanower, but too deep to be forded, 
known aa Chiekasaw Bayou. AH tibe iskoid waa densely wooded, 
except JohnAn'a plantation, immediately on the bank of the 
Yazoo, and a aeries of old cotton-fielda along Chickasaw Bayou. 
There was a road from Jolinson's plantation directly to Yicks- 
burg, but it crossed numerous bayous and deep cwamps by 
bridges, wliicli bad been destroyed; and this road debouched 
on level ground at the foot of the Yieksburg bluff, opposite 
strong forts, ^^^o\\ prepared and defended by heavy artillery. On 
this road I directed General A. J. Smith's division, not so much 
by way of a direct attack as a diversion and threat. 

Morgan was to move to his left, to reach Chickasaw Bayou, 
and to follow it toward the bluff, aboat four miles above 
A. J. Smith. Steele was on Moigan'a left, across Chickasaw 
Bayou, and If. L. Smith on Morgan's right We met light.re> 
sistanoe at all points, but skirmished, on the 27th, up to the 
main bayou, that separated 'our position from the blufEs of 
Vicksburg, which were found to be strong by nature and by art, 
and seeiuingly well defended. On reconnoitring the front in 
person, during the 2Tth and 28th, I became satistied that Gen- 
eral A. J. Smith could not cross the intervening obstacles under 
the heavy fire of tlie forts immediately in his front, and that the 
main bayou was impassable, except at two points — one near the 
bead of Chickasaw Bayou, in front of Morgan, and the .other 
about a mile lower down, in front of M. L. Smith's division. 

During the general reoonnoissance of the 28th General Mor- 
gan L. Smith received a severe and dangerous wound in his hip^ 
which completely disabled him and compelled him to go to his 
steamboat, leaving the command of his division to !EMgadier> 
General !>• Stuart ; but I drew a part of General A.' J. 'Smith's 
division, , and that general himself, to the point selected for 
passing the bayou, and committed that special task to his man- 
agement. 

General Steele reported that it was physically impossible to 
reiich the blofs from his position, so I ordered him to leave 
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bat a fihow of force thero^ and to letnm to the west side of 
Ofaickajsaw Bayou in sapport of General Morgan's left He had 
to conntermarcli and use the steamboats in the Yazoo to get on 
the firm ground on our side of the Chickasaw. 

On the moniing of December 29tih all the troops were ready 
and in position. The first step was to make a lodj^ent on the 
foot-hills and bluffs abreast of our position, wliilc diversions were 
made by the nav}' toward Haines's Bluff, and by the first division 
directly toward Vicksburg. I estimated the enemy's forces, then 
Btnini^ from Vicksburg to JIaines's Bluff, at fifteen thousand 
men, commanded by the rebel Generals Martin Luther Smith 
and Stephen D. Lee. Aiming to reach firm ground beyond this 
bayou, and to leave as little time fur our enemy to recnforce as 
possible, I determined to make a show of attack along the whole 
fxmtf bnt to break across the bayon at the two points named, 
and gave general orders accordingly. I pointed out to General 
^igan the place where he conld "ptas the bayon, and he an- 
swered, General, in ten minutes after you give the sigmd FU 
be on those hills." lie was to lead his division in person, and 
was to be supported by Steele's division. The front was very 
narrow, and immediately opposite, at the base of the hills about 
three hundred yards from the bayou, was a rebel battery, sup- 
ported by an infantry force posted on the spurs of the hill 
behind. . To draw attention from this, the real point of attack, 
I gave instmctions to commence the attack at the fianks. 

I went in person about a mile to the right rear of Moigan's 
position, at a place couTenient to receive reports from all 
other ports of the Hne ; and about noon of December 29th gave 
the orders and dgnal for the main attack A heavy artillery-fire 
opened along onr whole line, and was replied to by the rebel 
batteries, and soon the infantry-fire opened heavily, especially on 
A. J. Smith's front, and in front of General George "W. Mor'^an. 
One brigade (De Courcey's) of ^[organ's troops crossed the bayou 
pafely, but took to cover behind the bank, and could not be moved 
forward. Frank Blair's briirade, of Steele's di\nsion, in support, 
also crossed the bayou, passed over the space of level trround 
to the foot of the hills ; but, being unsupported by Morgan, and 



Digiiizeo by Google 



m 



MEMPHTft TO ARKANSAS POST. 



meeting a veiy severe cross-fire of artillery, was staggered and 
gradually fell back, leaving about iive hundred men beluiui, 
woimded and prisoners ; among tbem Colonel Thomas Fletcher, 
afterward GU>Temor of MiaaoarL Thayer's brigade, of Steele'a 
diTision, took a wrong direotLon, and did not cross the bayon at 
all ; sordid General Koigan cross in person. Tbds attack ^ed ; 
and I have always felt that it was dne to the failnre of 
eral G. W, Morgan to obey his orders^ or to folfill his promise 
made in person. Had he used with skill and boldness one 
of his brigades, in addition to that of Blair's, he could have 
made a lodgment on the bliilT, which would have opened the 
door for our whole force to follow. Meantime the Sixth Mis- 
souri Infantr}', at heavy loss, had also crossed the bayou at the 
narrow passage lower down, but could notascend the steep bank ; 
right over their heads was a rebel battery, whose fire was in a 
measnrc kept down by our sharp-shooters (Thirteenth United 
States infantiy) posted behind logs, stamps, and trees, on our 
side of the hayon. 

The men of the Sixth Missouri actually scooped out with 
their hands caves in the bank, which sheltered them against the 
fire of the enemy, who, right over their heads, held their mus» 
kcts outside the ])arapet vertically, and fired duwn So critical 
was the position, that we could not recall the men till after dark, 
and then one at a time. Our loss had been pretty heavy, and we 
had accomplished nothing, and had inflicted little loss on our 
enemy. At first I intended to renew the assault, but soon he- 
came satisfied that, the enemy's attention having been drawn to 
the only two practicable points, it would prove too costly, :ind 
accordingly resolved to look elsewhere for a point below Haines's 
£lu£^ or Blake's plantation. That ni^t I conferred with Ad- 
miral Porter, who undertook to cover the landing ; and the next 
day (December 80th) the boats were all selected, but so alanned 
were the captains and pilots, that we had to place sentinels with 
loaded muskets to insure their remaining at their posts. Under 
cover of night, Steele's division, and one brigade of Stuart^ 
were drawn out of line, and quietly embarked on steamboats 
in the Yazoo Elver. The night of December 30th was ap- 
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pointed for this foroe, under the command ol General Fred 
Steele^ to proceed op the Yazoo just below Hainee's Blnf^ 
there to duembark about daylight, and make a dash for the 
hill& Meantime we had atraogfhened onr poeitions near Chick- 
asaw Bayou, had all onr gim§ in good position with parapets, 
and had every thing ready to renew our attack us suoii as we 
heard tlie sound of battle above. 

At midnight I left Admiral Porter on liis gunboat; he had 
his fleet ready and the night was propitious. I rode back to 
camp and gave orders for all to be ready by daybreak ; but when 
daylight came I received a note from General Steele reporting 
that, before his boats had got up steam, the fog had settled down 
on the river so thick and impenetrable, that it was simply im- 
possible to moye; so the attempt had to be abandoned. The 
nin, too^ be;gan to Mi^ and the trees bore water^marks ten feet 
above onr headsi so that I became oonyinoed that the part of wis- 
dom was to withdraw. I ordered the stores which had been 
' landed to be reSmbarked on the boats, and preparations made 
for all the troops to regain their proper boats during the night 
of the 1st of January, 18C3. From our camps at Chickasaw we 
could hear the whistles of the trains arriving in Vicksburg, 
could see battalions of men marching up toward Haines's Bluff, 
and taking post at all points in our front. I was more tlian con- 
vinced that heavy reenforcements were coming to Yicksbnrg; 
whether from Femberton at Grenada, Bragg in Tennessee, or 
hoia other souroeSy I oonld not tell ; but at no point did llie enemy 
asBome the offensive; and when we drew off onr rear^;iiard, on 
the morning of the dd, they simply followed np tiie movement, 
timidly. Up to that moment I had not heard a word from 
General Grant since leaving Memphis ; and most assnredly I had 
listened for days for the sound of his gans in the direction of 
Yazoo City. On the morning of Jannarv- 2d, all my command 
were again afloat in their proper steaniUoatr^, w licn Aduiiral Por- 
ter told me that General McClemand had arrive<l at the mouth 
of the Yazoo in the steamboat Tigress, and that it was nun ored 
he had come down to siiperf^ede mo. Leaving my whole force 
where it wae^ I ran down to the mouth of the Yazoo in a small 
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tug-boat, and there, found General McClemand| with orders hom 
the War Department to command the expeditionary force on 
the Mississippi Birer. I eicplamed what had been done, and 
what was the actnal state of facts; that the heayy reSnforoe- 
ments pouring into "Victsbnrg must be Pemberton^s army, and 
that General Grant miLst be Jiear at hand. He infornitd nie 
that General Grant was not coming at all ; that his depot at 
Ilolly Springs had Itecn captured by Van Dorn, and that ho 
had drawn back from CuU'ceville and Oxford to Holly Springs 
and Lagrange ; and, fm*ther, that Quimby's division of Grant*** 
army was actnally at Memphis for stores when he passed down. 
This, then, fully expLuned how Yicksburg was being reen- 
forced. I saw that any attempt on the place from the Yazoo 
was hopeless; and, with Gtoeral McCiemand's full approval, 
we all came out of the Yazoo, and on the dd of January ren- 
dezvoused at llfilliken's Bend, about ten miles above. On tho 
4th General lifcClemand issued his General Order No. 1, as- 
suming command of the Army of the Mississippi, divided into 
two coii^s; the first to be commanded by General Morgan, 
composed of his own and A. J. Smith's divisions; and the 
t^eeond, composed of Steele's and Stuart's divisi(t]is, to be com- 
Tiianded l)y me. Up to that time the army had been styled tho 
rii^lit wing of (General Grant's) Thirteenth Army Corps, and 
numbered about thirty thousand men. The aggregate loss dur- 
ing the time of my command, mostly on tho 20th of December, 
was one hundred and seventy-five killed, nine hundred and 
thhij wounded, and seven hundred and forty-three prisoners. 
According to Badeau, the rebels lost sizty-three killed, one 
hundred and thirty-four wounded, and ten prisoners. 

It afterward transpired that Yan Dom had captured Holly 
Sprmgs on the 20th of December, and that General Grant fell 
back very soon after. General Peml)crton, who had telegraphic 
and railroad comiaunieation with A^iclcsburg, was therefore at 
perfect li])erty to reonforce tho place with a garrison eqnal, if 
not superior, to my command. The rebels held high, command- 
ing ground, and could sec every movement of our men and boats, 
60 that the only possible hope of success consisted in celerity 
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and surprise, and in General Grant's holding all of Peinberton's 
anny hard pressed meantime. General -Grant was perfectly 
aware of this, and had sent me word of the change, but it did 
not readi me in time ; indeed, I was not aware of it until after 
my assault of December 29th, and until the news was brought me 
by General MoQeniand as related. Oeneral McClemand was 
appointed to this conunand by President Linooln in person, who 
bad no knowledge of what was then going on down the river. 
Still, my relief on the beels of a failure, raised the usual cry, at 
the North, of " repulse, failure, and bmigling." There was no 
bungling on my part, for I never worked Larder or with more 
intensity of purpose in my life ; and General Grant, long after, 
in his report of the operations of the siege of Yitksburg, gave 
ns all full credit for the Bkill of the movement, and described 
the almost impregnable nature of the ground ; and, although in 
ail official reports I assumed the whole responsibility, I have 
ever felt that had General Morgan promptly and skillfully sus- 
tained the lead of Frank Blair's brigade on that day, we should 
baT0 1»oken the rebel line^ and efiEected a lodgment on the hilla 
behind Yieksbnrg/ General Frank Blair was outspoken and 
indignant against Generals Morgan and Be Couroey at the 
time, and always abnsed me for assuming the whole blame. 
But, had we succeeded, we might have found ourselves in a 
worse trap, wLcn General Pcmbcrton was at full liberty to turn 
his whole force af^ainst us. 

AVliilo I was engaged at Chickasaw Lay ou, Admiral Porter 
was equally busy in the Yazoo Eiver, threatening the enemy's 
batteries at Uaines's and Snyder's Bluffs above. In a sharp en- 
gagement ho lost one of his best officers, in the person of Cap- 
tain Gwin, United States ]S"avy, who, though on board an iron- 
clad, insisted on keeping his post on deck, where be was stmck 
in the breast by a round shot, which carried away the muscle, 
and contused the lung within, from which be died a few days 
after. We of the army deplmd bis loss quite as much as bis 
leiUows of the navy, for be bad been intimately associated with 
us in our preyions operations on the Tennessee Itiver, at Shilob 
and above, and wo had come to regard kiin as one of us. 
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On the 4tli of January, 1S03, our fleet of transports waa 
collected at Milliken's Bend, about ten miles above the mouth of 
the Yazoo, Admiral Porter remaining with, his gunboats at tba 
Yazoo. Greneral John A. McQeniand was in chief command^ 
General George W. Morgan commanded the First Corps and J 
the Second Ck>rp6 of the Army of the Mississippi. 

I bad learned that a small steamboat, the Blue Wing, with 
a maOy towing eosl-baiges and loaded witii anunnnitioD, bad left 
Memphis for the Yazoo^ abont the 20th of December, bad 
been captured by a rebel boat ^hich had come ont of the Ar- 
kansas River, and liad been carried up that river to Tort llind- 
man. AVe had rex>orts from this fort, usually called the " Post 
of Arkausafi," about forty miles above the month, that it was 
held by about five thousand rebels, was an inclosed work, com- 
manding the passage of the river, but supposed to be easy of 
capture from the rear. At that time I don't think General Mo 
Clemand had any definite views or plans of action. If so, be 
did not impart them to me. He spoke in general terms of 
opening the navigation of the Mississippi, ''cutting bis waj to 
the sea," etc, etc., but the tnodtu operandi was not so dear. 
Knowing full well that we coold not cany on opmtions against 
Yicksbug as long as the rebels held tiie Post of Arkansas, 
whence to attack onr boats coming and going without convoy, 
I visited kim on his boat, the Tigress, took with me a boy 
who had been on the lUue Wing, and had escaped, and asked 
leave to go up the Arkansas, to clear out the Post. He made 
various objections, but consented to go with mc to see Admiral 
Porter about it. We got up steam in the Forest Queen, dur- 
ing the night of January 4th, stopped at the Tigress, took 
General McGlernand on board, and proceeded down the river 
bj night to the admiral's boat, the Black Hawk, lying in 
the month of the Yazoo. It must have been near midnighl^ 
and Admiral Porter was in dMdbUle. We were seated in bis 
oabin and I explained my views abont Arkansas Post, and asked 
bis codperation. He said Ibat he was short of ooal, and could 
not use wood in bis iron-<!lad boats. Of these I asked for two, 
to be coiuinanded by Captain Shirk or Phelps, or some officer 
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of my aoqaaintanoe. At that moment, poor Gwin lay on lus 

bed, in a state-room close by, dying from the effect of the can- 
non sbot received at Haines's Bluff, as before described. Por- 
ter's manner to McClemand was so curt that I invited him out 
into a forwai-d-cabin where he had his charts, and asked him 
what he meant by it. He said that " he did not like him ; " 
that in "Washington, before coming West, he had been intro- 
duced to him by President Lincoln, and he had taken a strong 
prejudice against him. I begged him, fur tlie sake of harmony, 
to waiTe Hiat, which he promised to do. Betoming to the cabin, 
the ooQTenation was resamed, and, on our offering to tow his 
ganboata up the river to saye coal, and on renewing the request 
for Shirk to command the detachment, Porter said, Suppose I 
go along myseK?" I answered, if he would do so, it would 
insure the success of the enterprise. At that time I supposed 
General McClemand would send me on this business, but he 
concluded to go himself, and to take his whole force. Orders 
were at once issued for the troops not to disembark at ^Milliken's 
Bend, but to remain as they were on board the transports. My 
two divisions were commanded — the First, by Brigadier-General 
Frederick Steele, with three brigades, commanded by Brigadier- 
Generals F. P. Blair, 0. E. Hovey, and J. M. Thayer; the 
Second, by Brigadie^General D. Stuart, with two bri^ades^ com* 
manded hj Colonels G. A. Smith and X. Kilby Smith. 

The whole army, embarlsed on steamboats convoyed by the 
gunboats, of which three were iron-dads, j^roceeded up the 
Mississippi River to the mouth of White River, which we 
reached January 8th. On the next day we continued up 
"Wliite River to the " Cut-off ; " through this to the Arkan- 
sas, and up the Arkansas to JS^otrib's farm, just below Fort 
Hindman. Earlv the next momin": we disembarked. Stuart's 
division, moving up the river along the bank, soon encoun- 
tered a force of the enemy intrenched behind a line of earth- 
works, extending from the river across to the swamp. I took 
Steele's division, marching by the flank by a road through 
the swamp to the firm ground behind, and was moving up to 
get to the rear of Fort TTin<lman, when General HcGleniand 
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overtook me, with the report that the rebels had abandoned their 

first position, and had faUen back into the fort. By his orders, 
we countcrinarchedj recrossed the swamp, and liuiried furwara 
to overtake Stuart, marching for Fort Ilindman. The first line 
of the rebels was about four miles below Fort Ilindman, and the 
intervening space was densely wooded and obscure, with the ex- 
ception of some old fields back of and close to the fort. During 
the night| which was a bright moonlight one, we reconnoitred 
close "up, and found a large number of huts which had been, 
abandoned, and the whole rebel force had fallen back into and 
about the fort. Fersonallj I crept np to a stomp so doee that 
I oonld hear the enemy hard at work, pulling down honsea^ cat- 
ting with axes, and building intrenchmenta. I could almost hear 
their words, and I was thus listening when, about 4 a. ic the 
bugler in the rebel camp sounded as pretty a reveille as I ever 
listened to. 

"Wlien daylight broke it revealed to us a new Hne of para- 
pet straight across tiio peninsula, connecting Fort Ilindman, 
on the Arkansas Iliverbank, with the impassable swamp about 
a mile to its left or rear. This peninsula was divided into two 
nearly equal parts by a road. My command liad the ground to 
the right of the road, and Morgan's cor])s that to the left. ^Mc- 
Glemand had his qoartera still on the Tigress, back at Kotrib's 
farm, but moved forward that morning (January 11th) to a 
place in the woods to our rear, where he had a man up a tree, 
to observe and r^ort the moyements. 

There was a general understanding with Admiral Porter 
that he was to attack the fort with his three ironclad gunboats 
directly by its water-front, while we assaulted by land in the 
rear. About 10 a. m. I got a message from General McCler- 
iiand, telling me where he could be foiiml, and asking mo what 
we were waiting for. I answered that we were then in close 
contact with the enemy, viz., about five or six hundi*ed yards 
ofiE ; that the next moyement must be a direct assault ; that this 
should be simultaneous along the whole line ; and that I was 
waiting to hear from the gunboats; asking him to notify 
Adnural Porter that we were all rradj. In about half an 
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hour I heard the clear ring of the navj-guna ; the fii o ^radu- 
aUy increasing in rapidity and advancing toward the furt. I 
had dietribnted our field-gnns, and, when I judged the timo 
had oome^ I gave the ardera to begin. The intenrening ground 
between ns and the enemy, was a dead level, with the exception 
of one or two small gdOiea, and our men had no cover but the 
few standing trees and some logs on the gronnd. The troops 
advanced well under a heavy fire, once or twice falling to the 
ground for a sort of rest or pause. Every tree Lad iU gi'oiip of 
men, and behind each log was a crowd of sharp-shooters, who 
kept up 60 hot a fire that the rebel troops fired wild. The fire 
of the fort proper was kept busy by the gunboats and ^Morgan's 
coi-ps, so that all my corps had to encounter was the direct fire 
from the newly-built parapet across the peninsula. This lino 
had three sections of field-gmi8| that kept things pretty lively, 
and several round-shot came so near me that I realized that 
they were aimed at my staff ; so I dismounted, and made them 
scatter. 

As the gunboats got closer up I saw their flags actually 
over the parapet of Fort Hindman, and the rebel gunners 

scamper out of the embrasures and run down into the ditch bo- 
hind. About the siinie tiinu a man jumped up on the rebel 
parapet just where the road entered, waving a largo white flag, 
and numerous smaller white rags appeared above tlie parapet 
along the whole line. I immediately ordered, " Cease firing!" 
arid sent the same word down the lino to General Steele, who 
liad made similar progress on the right, following the border of 
'.he swamp. I ordered my aide, Colonel Dayton, to jump on 
his horse and ride straight to the large white flag, and when 
his horse was on the parapet I followed with the rest of my 
staff. All firing had ceased, except an occasional shot away to 
the right, and one of the captains (Smith) of the Thirteenth 
B^ularB was wounded after tiie display of the white flag. On 
entering tlic line, I saw that our muskets and guns had done 
good execution ; for there was a horse-battery, and every horse 
lay dead in the traces. The fresh-made parapet had been 
knocked down in many places, and dead men lay around verv 
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tliick. I inquired who commanded at that point, and a Colonel 
Garland Btepped up and s:iid that he coiiimanded that brigade. 
I ordered him to form liis brigade, stack arms, hang the belt^ 
on the muskets, and stand waiting for orders. Stuart's division 
Lad been halted outside the parapet. I then sent Major Ham- 
mond down the rebel line to the right, with orders to stop 
Steele's diviaion ontaide, and to have the other rebel brigade 
stack its anns in like maimer^ and to await further ordera. 
I inquired of Oolonel Garland who commanded in duel, and he 
said that QteamL CSmrchill did, and that he was inside the fort. 
I then rode into the fort, whidi was well bnilt, with good paF> 
apets, drawbridge, and ditch, and was an inclosed work of four 
bastions. I fuiuid it full of soldiers and sailor^, its parapets 
toward tlie river well battered in, and Porter's gunboats in the 
river, close against the fort, with their bows on shore. I soon 
found General Churchill, in conversation with Admiral Porter 
and General A. J. Smith, and about this time my adjutant- 
general, Major J. H. Hammond, came and reported that Gen- 
eral Deshler, who commanded the rebel brigade dicing and op- 
posed to Steele^ had refused to stack arms and snnender,«Qii 
the gionnd that he had reoelTed no orders irom his com- 
manding general; that nothing separated this brigade i^m 
SteelePs men except the light parapet, and that there might be 
tronble there at anj moment. I advised General Chnrehill to 
send orders at once, because a single shot might bring the wliole 
of Stecle^s division on Deshler's brigade, and I would not *be 
responsible for the consequences ; soon afterwanl, we botli con- 
clii<le<l to go in person. General Churchill had the horses of 
himself and staff in the ditch ; they were brought in, and we 
rode together to where Garland was standing, and Churchill 
spoke to him in an angiy tone, "Wliy did you display the 
white flag 1 " Garland replied, I reoeiTed orders to do so from 
one of your staff." CShnrchiU denied ^ying sndi an order, and 
angry words passed between them. I stopped them, saying 
that it made little difference then, as they were in onr power. 
We continued to i^de down the line to its extreme point, 
where we found Deshler in person, and his troops were still 
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Standing to tne parapet with their muskets in hand. Steele's 
men were on the ontaide. I asked Deshler: "What does this 
meuL f Yon are a xcgnlar oflSoer, and onght to know better." 
He answeredy soappiidilyy that ^ he had lecdved no orders to 
anxrender when General Ghnxehill said : Yon 606} SlTy that 
we are in their power, and yon may munrender." Deshler tnmed 
to his staff-officers and ordered them to repeat the command to 
stack aruis," etc., to the colonels of his brigade. I was on my 
horse, and he was on foot. Wishing to soften the blow of de- 
feat, I spoke to him kindly, saying that I knew a family of 
Deshlers in Columbus, Ohio, and inquired if they were relations 
of his. He dischiimed any relation with people living north of 
the Ohio, in an ofPensive tone, and I think I gave him a piece of 
my mind that he did not relish. He was a West Point grad- 
uate, small hut very handsome, and was afterward killed in 
hattle. I never met him again. 

Eetnming to the position where I had first entered the rebel 
line, I received orders from Qeneral McGlemand, by one of his 
staff, to leave General A. J. Smith in charge of the fort and 
prisoners, and with iny troops to remain outside. The officer 
explained that the general was then on the Tigress, which had 
moved up from below, to a point in the river just above the fort ; 
and not understanding his orders, I concluded to go and see him 
in person. My troops were then in possession of two of the 
three brigades which composed the army opposed to ns; and my 
troops were also in possession of ail the ground of the peninsula 
ontside the fort proper'' (Hindman). Ifonnd General McCler- 
nand on the Tigress, in high spirits. He said repeatedly: ^ Glo- 
rious I glorious I my star is ever in the ascendant ! ^ He spoke 
oomplimentaiiiy of the troops, but was extremely jealona of the 
navy. He said: "Fll make a splendid report ; " "I had a man 
up a tree ; " etc. I was very hungry and tired, and fear I did 
not appreciate the honors in reserve for us, and asked for some- 
thing to eat and drink. He very kindly ordered somethin;^' to 
be brought, and explained to me that by his " orders" he did not 
wish to interfere with the actual state of facts; that General A. 
J. Smith would occupy " Fort Hindman," which his troops had 
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first entered, and I could hold tlie lines outside, and go on ee- 
eui iiig the prisoners and stores as I had hcg-un. I returned to 
tlie position of Garland's brigade and gave the necessary orders 
for TOftmhing all the prisoners, disarmed, to a l ot formed by 
the river and two deep gullies just above the fort, by wbidi 
time it had become quite dark. After dark another rebel regi- 
ment arrived from Pino Blnff, marched right in, and was alao 
made prisoners. There seemed to be a good deal of feeling 
among the rebel officers against Qarland, who asked leave to stay 
with me that night, to which I of oomrse consented. Just ont- 
side tlic rebel parapet was a house wliicli bad been used fur a hos- 
pital. I had u room cleaned out, and occupied it that night. A 
cavalry-soldier lent me his battered collee-pot with some coffee 
and scraps of hard bread out of liis nose-bag ; Garland and I 
made some coffee, ate our bread together, and talked politics by 
the £io till quite late at night, when we lay down on straw thai 
was saturated with the blood of dead or wounded men. The 
next day the prisoners were all collected on theur boats, lists were 
made oat, and orders given for their transportation to St Louis, 
in charge of my aide, Major Sanger. We then proceeded to 
dismantle and level the forts, destroy or remove the stores, and 
we fonnd in the magasme the very ammnnition which had been 
sent for us m the Blue Wing, which was secured and afterward 
used in our twenty-pound Parrott guns. 

On the 13th we reembarked ; the whole expedition retumet' 
out of the river bv the direct route down the Arkansas dur 
ing a hcav}' snow-storm, and rendezvoused in the Mississipj)i, 
at Napoleon, at the mouth of the Arkansas. Here General 
A£c€lemand told me he liad received a letter from General 
Grant at Memphis, who disapproved of onr movement up the 
Arkansas; bnt that commnnication was made before he had 
learned of onr complete soocess. When informed of this, and 
of the promptness with, which it had been exeeated, he could 
not hut approve. We were then ordered back to Milliken's 
Bend, to await General Grant's arrival in person. We reached 
Milliken's Bend January 21st. 

McClemand'a report of tlie capture of Fort Hind man almost 
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iernored tlie action of rortcr's lleet a]to;^etlicr. TLis was un- 
fair, for I know tliat tlie admiral led liis fleet in person in the 
river-attaclc, and that liis guns silenced those of Fort Hindman, 
and drove the gunners into the ditch. 

The aggregate loss in my corps at Arkansas To^t was five 
hundred and nineteen, viz., iom officers and seventy-live men 
killed, tlnrty-four officers and four hundred and six men 
' wounded. I never knew the loases in the gunboat fleet, or in 
Morgan's corps; bat they most have been less than in mine, 
which was more exposed. The nnmber o£ rebel dead must have 
been nearly one hnndred andfif ty ; of prisoners, by actual count, 
we secured four thoosand seven himdred and ninety-one^ and sent 
them north to St Iiouis. 
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JANVABT TO JULY, 1868. 

The campaign of 1863, resulting in the capture of Ticks- 
bnrg, was so important, that its history has been well studied 
and well described in all the books treating of the civil war, 
more espedidly by Br. Draper, in hia '^Histoiy of the dvil 
War in America^^ and in Badeaa'a "Military Hiatoiy of Gen* 
eral Grant." In the latter it is more fully and accniatdy given 
than in any other, and is well illustrated by maps and original • 
document?!. I now need only attempt to further illustrate 
Badeau's aecoimt bv some udditioiKil details. When our expe- 
dition came out of llie Arkansas Kiver, January 18, 1863, and 
rendezvoused at the rivor-bank, in front of the town of Xapo 
leon, Arkansas, we were visited bv General Grant in pcrc^on, 
who had come down from Memphis in a steamboat. Although 
at this time Major-General J. A. McGemand was in command 
of the Army of tlie Mississippi, by virtue of a confidential 
order of the War Department, dated October 21, 1862, which 
order bore the indorsement of President linooln, General 
Grant still exercised a command over him, by reason of his gen- 
eral command of the D^Murtment of tiie Tennessee. By an 
order (No. SIO) of December 18, 1863, from the War Depart- 
ment, received at Arkansas Post, the Western anuies had been 
grouped into iivc C07'j)8 cTarmeej viz. : the Thirteenth, Major- 
General McClcrnand ; the Fourteenth, ]\rajor-General George 
IT. Thomas, in Middle Tennessee ; tlie FifteoTith, Major-Geu- 
cral W. T. iSliemian; the Sixteenth, Major-General llurlbut, 
tlicQ at or near Memphis ; and the Seventeenth, Major-Geueral 
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McPlicrson, also at and back of Memphis. General Grant 
when at iS^apoIeoUy on the ISth of January, ordered McOleiv 
uand with his own and my corps to return to Yickabuigi to 
dieembark on the west bank, and to resume work on a canal 
across the peninanlay which had heen begun by General Thpmaa 
Williams the summer bef 6re, the object being to turn the Mis- 
sifisippi Siver at that pointy or at haat to make a passage for 
our fleet of gunboats and transports across the pemnsula, oppo- 
site Yicksbnrg. General Grant then returned to Memphis, or- 
dered to Lake Providence, about sixty miles above iis, McPher- 
fion's corps, the Seventeenth, and then came down again to give 
his personal supervison to the whole movement. 

The ]Mississippi Kiver was very liigh and risinp:, and we 
begjiri that system of canals on which we expended bo much hard 
work fruitlessly : first, the canal at Young's plantation, opposite 
Vicksburg ; second, that at Lake Proyidence ; and third, at the 
Yazoo Pass, leading into the head-waters of the Yazoo River. 
Early in Febroary the gunboats Indianola and Queen of the 
West ran the batteries of Vicksborg. The latter was afterward 
erippled in Bed l^ver, and was captured by the rebels; and 
the Indianola was butted and sank about forty miles below 
Yicksburg. We heard the booming of the guns, but did not 
know of her loss till some days after. During the months of 
Jantiary and Febmar^^, we were digging the canal and lighting 
off the water -of the Mississippi, which continued to rise and 
threatened to drown us. "We had no sure place of refuge except 
the narrow levee, and such steamboats as remained abreast of 
our camps. My two divisions furnished altcrriately a detail of 
five hundred men a day, to work on the canal. So liigh was 
the water in the beginning of March, that McCIcrnand's corps 
was moyed to higher ground, at Milliken's Bend, but I re- 
mained at Youngs plantation, laid oft a due proportion of 
the levee for each subdivision of my command, and asirigned 
other parts to such steamboats as lay at the levee. My own: 
headquarters were in Mrs. Grove's honse^ which had the water 
all around it, and could only be reached by a plaak-walk from 
the levee, built on posts. 
20 
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Qeaenl Erederick Steele oommfinded the first division, and 
General D. Stuart the second; this latter diviflion had been le- 
enf OTced by General Hugh Swing's brigade which had arrived 
from West Yiiginia. 

At the time of its date I reodred llie following note from 
General Grant: 

MiLLUEKv'a BcNP, March 10, 186$ 

General Shesmak. 

DzjLR Sir: I have just returned from a roconnoi.-5:5auoe up Steelo'a 
Bayon, with the admiral porter), and five of bia gunboata. With some 
Ubor in oatting tne-tops out of the way, it will bo navigablo for any claao 
of iteamon. 

I want yon to have your pioneer oofpi, or one regiment of good men 
for laoh work, detailed, and at the landing as soon as possible. 

The party will want to take with tbcm thoir rations, arms, and saffi- 
oient oamp and garrison equipage for a few days. I will hare a boat at 

any place yon may dosignftte, as early aa the men can be there. The Eijrlith 
Missouri (being many of them boatmen) would be excellent men for this 
purpose. 

As soon as yon give directions for these men to bo in readiness, come 
up and 6C0 rae, and I will explain luily. The tag that takes this is in- 
structed to wait for you. A fhll snpply of axes will be required. 

Very respectfully, 

U. S. Gnamr, Mt^or-O^ntraL 

This letter was instantly (8 a. m.) sent to Colonel Giles A. 
Smith, commanding the Eighth Missouri, with orders to pre- 
pare immediately. lie returned it at 9.15, with an answer that 
tlie regiment was all ready. I went np to Milliken's Bend in 
the tug, and had a conference with the general, resulting in 
these orders: 

Bmuwamokm DiFAsnmT or «bs Tmrawu, ) 
BnroBB YiOKSSiiM, Mardi IS, 1968. ) 

Gbrb&l : Ton wiH prooeed as early aa practioable np Steele's Bayou, 
and through Black Bayoa to Deer Creek, and thenee with the gonboeta 
now there by any route they may take to get into the Yasoo Biver, for the 

purpose of determining the feasibilitj of getting an army through that 
route to the cost bank of that river, and at * point from which they can 
Mat advantageously against Yioksburg. 
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Mak« meh details from your army eorpaaa ma^ be lequired to clear out 
the obamiel of the Tarioiia bayoos through whidi tranaports woald have 
to run, fad to hold aoeh pointi as in yomr jndgmeni ahoiild be ooonpied. 

I fdaee at year disposal to-day the steamers Diligent and Silver Wave, 
tbe only two aoitable for the present navigation of thia rente. Others will 
be supplied yon as fast as required, and they can be got. 

T Tiave given directions (and you may repeat them) that the party going 
on board the steamer Diligent push on until they reach Black Bayou, only 
stopping sufficiently long at any point before reaching there to remove such 
obstructions as jire vent their own progress. Captain Kossak, of the Engineers, 
will go with this party. The other boat-load will commence their work in 
Steele^s Bayou, and make the novigatkm as free as possible all the way 
through. 

There is hot little work to be done in Steele's Bayou, exeept for aboat 
five miles sboat midway of the bayoo. In this portion many OTerhanging 
trees will have to he removed, and ahonld be dragged ont of the ohanneL 

Very respeetfoUy, 

U. S. Gbast, Mci^Omieral, 

On letnmiiig to my camp at Young's Point, I started 
these two boats np the Tazoo and Steele^s Bayon, with the 
Eighth Missouri and some pioneers, with axes, saws, and all the 

tools necessary. I gave orders for a part of Stuart's division to 
proceed in the large boats up the Mississippi Kivcr to a point at 
Gwin's plantation, where a bend of Steele's Bayou neared the 
main river ; and the next day, with one or two staff-officers and 
orderlies, got a navy-tug, and hurried up to overtake Admiral 
Porter. About sixty miles up Steele's Bayou we came to the 
gunboat Price, Lieutenant Wood worth, United States Navy, com- 
manding, and then turned into Black Bayou, a narrow, crooked 
chaxmel, obstructed by oveihaoging oaks, and filled with cypress 
and cotton-wood trees. The gunboats had forced their way 
tbongh, pushing adde trees a foot in diameter. In about four 
miles we overtook the gunboat fleet just as it was emerging into 
Deer Creek. Along Deer Creek the alhivium was higher, and 
there was a large cotton-plantation belonging to a Mr. Hill, who 
was absent, and the negroes were in charge of the place. Here 
I overtook Admiral Porter, and accompanied him a couple of 
miles up Deer Creek, which was much wider and more free of 
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trees, with plantatioDS on both aides at intervals. Admiral Por- 
ter thonglit he had passed the worst, and that he would he able 1 
to reach the Boiling Fork and Sunflower. He requested me to 
return and use aU possible means to dear out Black Bayotu I 
returned to Hill's plantation, which was soon reached by Major 
Coleman, with a part of the Ei^htli ^lissduri; the bulk of the 
regiment and the pioneers had ])ecn distributed along the 
bayous, and set to work under the general super\nsion of Captain 
Kossak. The DiliL^ent and Silver "Wave then retunied to GwiiT^ 
plantation and broui,^ht up Brigadier-General Giles A. Smith, with 
the Sixth Missouri, and part of the One Hundred and Sixteenth 
Illinois. Admiral Porter was then working up Deer Creek with 
his iron-clads, but he had left me a tug, which enabled me to 
reconnoitre the oountiy, which was all under water except the nar- 
row strip along Seer Creek. During the 19th I heard the heavy 
navy-gnns booming more frequently than seemed consbtent with 
mere guerrilla operations ; and that night I got a message from 
Porter, written on tissue-paper, brought me through the swamp 
bj a negro, who had it concealed in a piece of tobacco. 

The admiral stated that lie had met a force of infantry and 
artilleiy vvliich gave him great troulilc by killing the men who t 
had to expose themselves outside the iron an nor to shove off the 
bows of the boats, which had so little headway that they would 
not steer, lie begged me to come to his rescue as quickljjr as pos- 
sible. Giles A. Smith had only about eight hundred men with 
him, but I ordered him to start up Deer Creek at once, crossing 
to the east side by an old bridge at Hill's plantation, which we 
had repaired for tiie purpose; to work his way up to the gunboat- 
fleet, and to report to the admiral that I would come up with 
eveiy man I could raise as soon as possible. I was almost alone 
at Wl% but took a canoe, paddled down Black Bayon to the 
gunboat Price, and there, luckily, found the Silver Wave with a 
load of men just arrived from G win's plantation. Talking some 
of the parties who were at work along the bayou into an empty ^ 
coal-barge, we tugged it up by a navy-tug, followed by the Silver 
Wave, crashing through tho trees, carrying away pilot-house, | 
smokesBtackfl, and every thing above^eck ; but the captain 
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^feMillan, of Fittsboi^ was a brnve fellow, and realized the 
neoefisitjr. The night was absolutely black, and we ooold only 
make two and a half of the four miles. "We then disembarked, 
and marched through the canebiake, carrying lighted candles in 
our hands, till we got into the open cotton-fields at Hill's plan- 
tation, where we hy down for a few hours' rest. These men 
were a part of Giles A. Smitli's brigade, and part belonged to 
the brigade of T. Kilby Smith, the senior officer present being 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rice, Fifty-fourth Ohio, an excellent young 
officer. AVe liad no horses. 

On Sunday morning, March 2l8t, as soon as daylight ap- 
peared, we started, following the same route which Giles A. 
Smith had taken the day before ; the battalion of the Thirteenth 
United States Begolare, Major Chase, in the lead. We could 
hear Porter*s guns, and knew that moments were precious. Be- 
ing on foot myself, no man could complain, and we genefally 
went at the double-quick, with occasional rests. The . road lay 
along Deer Creek, passing sb^eral plantations ; and occasionally, 
at the bends, it crossed the swamp, where the water came above 
mj hips. The stiiallcr drumuicr-boys had to cany their drinns on 
their heads, and most of the men shmg their cartridge-boxes 
around their necks. The soldiers generally were glad to have 
their general and field oflicers afoot, but we gave them a fair 
. Bpecimen of marching, neconiplisliing about twenty-one miles by 
noon. Of coarse, our speed was accelerated by the sounds of 
the naTy-gons, which became more and more distinct, though 
we could see nothing. At a plantation near some Indian momiuds 
we met a detachment of the Eighth Missouri, that had been up 
to the fleet, and had been sent down as a picket to prevent any 
obstructions below. This picket reported that Admiral Porter 
had found Deer Creek badly obstructed, had turned back ; that 
there was a rebel force beyond the fleet, with some six-pound- 
ers, and nothing between ns and the fleet. So I sat down on 
the door-sill of a cabin to rest, but had not been seated ten 
minutes wlien, in the wood just ahead, not three hundred yards 
off, I heard quick and rapid firing of iimskptry. Jumping up, 
I ran up the road, and found Lieuteuaut-Colouel Kice, who said 
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tJie Lead of liis coliiiiin liad struck a small force of rebels with a 
working gang of negroes, provideil with axes, who on the first 
fire had broken and run back into the swamj). I ordered It ice 
to deploy his brigade, his left on the road, and extending as far 
into the swamp as the ground would permit, and then to sweep 
forwaxd nntil he uncovered the gunboats. The moTement waa 
rapid and well ezecnted, and we aoon came to some large cot- 
ton-fields and oonld see onr gonboats in Deer Creek, oocasiosallj 
firing a heavy eight-inch gnn across the cotton-field into the 
swamp behind. Abont that time a Major Eirby, of the Ei^fih 
MisBouri, galloped down the road on a horse he had picked np 
the night before, and met me. He explained the mtuation of 
affairs, and offered me his horse. I got on harebach^ and rode 
up the levee, the sailors coming out of their iroiK-lads and cheer- 
ing most vociferously as I rode by, and as onr men swept for- 
ward across the cotton-field in full view. I soon found Admiral 
Porter, who was on the deck of one of his iron-clads, with a 
shield made of the section of a smoke-stack, and I doubt if he 
was ever more glad to meet a friend than he was to sec rsT^. 
He explained that he had almost reached the Kolling Fork, 
when the woods became fall of sharp-shooters, who, taking ad- 
vantage of trees, stumps, and the levee, would shoot down eveiy 
joan that poked his nose outside the protection of their armor ; 
BO that he could not handle his clumsy boats in the narrow chan- 
nel. The rebels had evidently dispatched a force from Hidnes's 
Bluff up the Sunflower to the liolling Fork, had anticipated 
the movement of Admiial Forter's fleet, and had comj>letely 
obstructed the channel of the upper part of Deer Creek by fell- 
ing trees into it, bo that further progress in that direction was 
simply impossible. It also happened that, at the instant of my 
arrival, a party of about four hundred rebels, armed and supplied 
with axes, had passed around the fleet and had got below it, in- 
tending in like manner to block up the channel by the felling of 
trees, so as to cut off retreat. This was the force we had struck 
80 opportunely .at the time before described. I inquired of Ad- 
miral Porter what he proposed to do, and he said he wanted to 
get out of that scrape as quickly as possible. He was actually 
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workiiig back wlien I met bun, and, as we then bad a sufficient 
force to coyer bis movement completely, be continued to haick 
down Deer Greek. He informed me at one time things looked 
so critical that he had made up his mind to blow up the gun- 
boats, and to escape with Lis men through the swamp to the 
Mississippi River. There being no longer any Bharp-shooters to 
bother the sailors, they made good progress ; still, it took three 
full days for the licet to back out of Deer Creek into l^lack Ba- 
you, at Hill's plantation, whence Admiral Porter proceeded 
to bis post at the month of the Yazoo, leaving Captain Owen 
in command of the fleet. I reported tlic facts to Genera) 
Grant, who was sadly disappointed at the failure of the fleet to 
get through to the Yazoo above Haines's BlnfE, and ordered ns 
all to resume onr camps at Yonng's Point. We accordingly 
steamed down, and regained onr camps on the 27th. As this 
expedition np Deer Creek was bnt one of many efforts to so- 
cure a footing from which to operate agninst Vicksburg, I add 
tlie report of Briiradier-General Giles A. Smith, who was the 
first to reach the licet : 

EKAi>«iMi!ncM Tmn Bbioasb, Bbooto Dmanxir, ) 
Fmsm Aaaa Com, Toi»a*i Fom, LovwAirA, Manh 88, 18M. ( 

0 ATTAIN : I have the honor to report the moTemente of the FInt Brigade 
in the expedition up Steele*s Bajon, Blade Bajon, and Deer Greek. 

The Sixth Ifissomi and One Hundred and Sixteenth lUtnoie regents em- 
barked at the month of Muddy Bayou on the evening of Thnrsday, the 18th 
of Marcli, and proceeded up Steele's Bayon to the mouth of Black ; thence 
np Black Bayou to nill's plantation, at itg junction with Deer Creek, where 
we arrived onFri<lny at four o'clock r. m., and joined tlio Eighth Missouri, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman commanding, which had arrived at that point 
two da} s l>cfurc. General Sherman had also established his headquarters 
there, having preceded the Eighth Missouri in a tug, with no other escort 
than two or three of his etafif, reconnoitring all the different bayons and 
hrtnohee, thereby greatly faoiUtating the movements of the troops, but at 
the same time exposing himself beyond precedent in a commanding general. 
At three o^clock of Saturday moining^ the SOth Instant, General Sherman 
having reoeived a comnranication from Admiral Porter at the month of . 
Boiling Fork, asking for a speedy eodperation of the land forces with bis 
fleet, I was ordered by General Sherman to be ready, with all the available 
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force at that point, to accompany him to bis relief; but before startiDg it 
was arranged that I aboold proceed wHfa the force at hand (eight hnndred 
men), whQe he remained, again entirelj unprotected, to hnrrynp the troops 
ezpeoted to arrive that nighty oonaiBtang of the Thirteenth Infantry and One 
Hundred and Thirteenth lUinoia Tdonteera, completing my hrigade, and the 
Second Brigade, Colonel T. Kilby Smith commanding. 

This, OS the sequel showed, proved a very wise mcaiore^ and resulted in 
the safety of the whole fleet. At daybreak we were in motion, with a 
regular guide. Wo had proceeded but about six miles, when wo found the 
enemy had been very busy falling trees to obstruct the creek. 

All the negroes along the route had been notified to bo ready at iiig^ht- 
fall to continue tlio work. To prevent this as much as possible, I ordered 
all able-bodied negroes to bo taken along, and warned some of the principal 
inhabitants tliat they wonld be held reeponaiUe for any more obatmotiooa 
being placed acroaa the oreelc. We reached the admiral about four oMoek 
p. v., with no oppoation sare my advance-guard (Company A, Sixth Ifis 
aoori) being fired into from the opposite side ol the creel^ killing one man, 
and dightly woundinL' another; having no way of crossing, we had to con- 
tent ourselves with driving them beyond ransket-range. Proceeding with 
as little loss of time as possible, I found the ilcct obstructed in front by 
fallen trees, in rear by a sunken coal-barge, and snrronndcd by a largo 
force of rebels with an abundant supply of artillery, but wisely keeping 
their main force out of range of the admiral's guns. Every tree and stump 
covered a sharp-shooter, ready to pick off any luckless marine who showeti 
his head above-decks, and entirely preventing the working-parties from re- 
moving obstmctions. 

In pursuance of orders fhmi General Sherman, I reported to Admiral 
Porter for orders^ who tamed over to me all the land-forcea in his fleet 
(about one hundred and fifty men), together with two howitnra, and I was 
instructed by him to retain a sufficient force to clear oat the sharp-shooters, 
and to distribute the remainder along the creek for six or seven miles below, 
to prevent any more obstructions being i)laeed in it during the night. ThU 
was ppeedily arranged, our skirmishers cafituring throe prisoners. Immedi- 
ate steps were now taken to remove the coal-barge, which was accomplished 
about daylight on Sunday morning, when tlio fleet moved back towaril 
Black Bayou. By three o'clock r. m. we had only made about six niiics, 
owing to the large number d trees to be removed ; at this point, where oar 
progress was very alow, we discovered a long line of the enemy filing 
along the edge of the woods^ and taking position on the creek below as, 
and about one mSe ahead of oar advance. Shortly after, they opened fire 
on the gonboats from batteries behind the cavalry and infimtry. The boats 
not only replied to the batteries, which they ??oon silenced, but poured a 
destructive fire into their lines. Heavy skirmishing was also heard in oar 
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front, snpposed to be by three oompaaies from the Sixth and Eiglith Mis- 
souri, whose position, taken the previous night to gnard the creek, was be- 
yond the point reached by the enemy, and consequently liable to bo out off 
or captured. Captain Owen, of the Louisville, the leading boat, made ev ery 
effort to go through the obstructions and aid in the rescuing of the men. I 
ordered Major Kirby, with four companies of tlio Sixth Missouri, forward, 
with two companies deployed, lie soon met Geueriil Slierman, with the 
Thirteenth Infantry and One Hondred and Thirteenth Illinois, driving the 
oiemy belbra them, and opening oomnrasieatioii along the ereek with the 
gimboata. biatead of oor three oonpaniea referred to aa engaging the enemy, 
General Sherman had arrived at a Terj opportone moment with the two 
regimenta mentioned above, and the Second Brigade. The enemy, not ex- 
pecting an attack from that quarter, after some hot skirmishing, retreated* 
General Sherman immediately ordered the Thirteenth Infantry and One 
Unndred and Thirteenth Illinois to pursue; bat, after following their trace 
for about two miles, they were recalled. 

We continued our march for about two miles, when wc liivouiuked for 
the night. Early on Monday morning (March 22d) wo coutinucd our uuirch, 
but owing to the slow progress of the gunboats did not reach liiira plan- 
tation nntil Tuesday, the 28d instant, where we remained nntil the 25th ; 
we then reSmbarked, and aniyed at Tooog*a Point on Fridajr, the 27th 
inatant. 

Below 70Q win find a liat of caaoaltiea. Very reapectfiill j, 

Qiua A. SiOTB, 
Oohnel £i(f1Uh Miitovrif eemmanding lirH Brigade 

P. 8.— I forgot to atate above that the Thirteenth Infantrj- and One 
Hondred and Thirteenth Blinoia being nnder the immediate command of 
General Sherman, he can mention them aa their condoct deaerrea. 

On the 3d of April, a division of troopS) commanded by 
Brigadier-General J. M. Tattle^ was assigned to my corps, and 
was designated the Third Division ; and, on the 4th of April, 
Brigadier-Gtenersl D. Stoart was relieved from the command of 
the Second Division, to which Major-General Frank P. Blair 
was appointed by an order from General Grant's headquarters. 
Stuart liad Lcen with me from the time wo were at liciiton Bar- 
rack?, in coiuinand of the Fiftj-fifth Illinois, then of a brigade, 
and finally of a division : but he had failed in securins: a con- 
lirmation bv the Senate to liis nomination as bri^fadier-ircneral, 
by reason of Foine ohl affair at Chicago, and, having resigned liis 
oommififiion as colonel, he was out of service. I esteemed* him 
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Teiy lugUji And was actually mortified that Hie service abonld 
thus be deprived of bo ezcellent and gallant an officer. He after- 
ward settled in New Orleans as a lawyer, and died about 1S67 
or 1868. 

On the Gtli of April, my command, the Fifteenth Corps, was 
composed of three divisions : 

The First Diviffion, commanded bv Major-General Fred 
Steele ; and his three brigades by Colonel Manter, Colonel 
Charles R. Wood, and Brigadier-General John M. Tliayer. 

The Second Division, commanded by Major-Genoml Frank 
P. Blair; and his three brigades by Colonel Giles A. Smith, 
Colonel Thomas Kilby Smith, and Brigadier-General Hngli 
Swing. 

The Third Division^ commanded by Brigadier-General J. 
M. Tnttle ; and his three brigades by Brigadier-General R. P. 
Buddand, Colonel J. A. Mower, and Brigadier-General John E. 
Smith. 

My own staff then embraced: Dayton, McCoy, and HiU, 
aides ; J. II. Ilamnioiul, asvsistant acljutaut-geiierul ; Sanger, in- 
Bpector-general ; McFeeley, commissary ; J. Condit Smith, quar- 
termaster; Charles McMillan, medical director; Ezra Taylor, 

chief of artillery; Neely, ordnance-ofiicer ; Jenney and 

Pitzman, engineers. 

By this time it had become thoroughly demonstrated that 
we conld not divert the main river Mississippi, or get prac- 
ticable access to the east bank of the Yazoo, in the rear of Yicks- 
borg, by any of the passes ; and we were all in the habit of dis- 
cussing the yarions chances of the f ntnxe. General Ghntnt^s 
headquarters were at Milliken's Bend, in tents, and his army was 
strung along the river all the way from Young's Point np to 
Lake Providence, at least sixty miles. I had always contended 
that the best way to take Yicksburg was to resume the move- 
ment which bad been so well begun the previous Novenibt-r, 
viz., for the main anny to march by land down the country in- 
land of tlie ]\Hssip?ippi Iciver ; while the giinboat-tleet and a 
minor land-force should threaten Yicksburg on its river-front. 

I reasoned that, with the large force then subject to Gen* 
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eral Grant's orders — viz., four army corps — ^he could easily re- 
sume the movement from Memphis, by way of Oxford and 
Grenada, to Jackson, Mississippi, or down the ridge between 
the Yazoo and Big Bhick; bnt Greneral Grant wonld not, for 
reasons other than military, take any course which looked like 
a step backward ; and he himself oondnded on the river move- 
ment below Yieksburg, so as to appear like connecting with 
General Banks, who at the same time was besieging Port Hud 
son from the direction of Kew Orleans. 

Preliminary orderd had already been ^ven, looking to tho 
digging of a canal, to connect the river at Duckport with Willow 
Bayou, back of Milliken's Bend, bo as to form a channel for the 
conveyance of supplies, by way of Richmond, to New Carthage ; 
and several steam dredge-boats had come from the upper rivers 
to assist in tho work. One day early in April, I was up at 
General Ghent's headquarters, and we talked over all these 
things with absolnte fi^eedom. Charles A. Dana, Asaastant Seo> 
retaiy of War, was there, and Wilson, Bawlius, Frank Blair, 
If cPherflon, etc We all knew, what was notorious, that Gen- 
eral McClemand was still intriguing against General Grant, in 
hopes to regain the command of the whule expedition, and that 
others were raising a clamor against General Grant in the news 
papers at the North. Even Mr. Lincoln and General Ualleck 
seemed to ho shaken ; bnt at no instant of time did we (his per- 
Bonal friends) slacken in our loyalty to him. One night, after 
such a discnfision, and believing that General McClemand had 
n6 real plan of action shaped in his mind, I wrote my letter 
of April 8, 1863, to Colonel Eawlins, which letter is embraced 
in fidl at page 616 of Badean's book, and which I now repro- 
duce here : 

IIBA2>QUABT£RS FlFTKXXTU AxtSIT CoHPS, I 

Camp vsab T toaninMi, AjtrU 9, 1889. } 

Cohnsl J. A. Rawlins, Assistant Adjutant- General to General Gbant. 

Sib: I would most respectfully suggest (for reasons which I will not 
name) that General Grant coll on his corps commanders for their opinions, 
Mneite ind poritivi^ on Hm Iwrt genoral plan of a campaign. Unlefls this 
be done, there are men who wlU, in anj result fidling below the popular 
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standard, claim that their advico was unheeded, and that fatal oonsequeace 
resolted tberefiram. H7 own ofMont are — 

JPM, That the Army of the Tezmesaee ia now Ut in advance of tb» 
other grand armies of the United Statea. 

Second. That a oorpa from IQuoati dioiild forthwith be moTed from St. 
Louis to the viclnitj of Little Book, Arkansas; supplies collected there while 
the river is full, and land oommunication with Mempliis opened via Des Are 
on the White, and Madison on the St. Francis Kivcr. 

, Third. That as much of the Yazoo Pass, Coldwater, and Tallahatchie 
Rivers, as can bo gained and fortified, bo held, and the main army be trans- 
ported thither by land and water ; that Iho road back to ]\remphis bo se- 
cured and reopened, and, as sooa as tho waters subside, (.ir>.na<la bo at- 
tacked, and the swamp-road across to IleleDa bo patrolled by cavalry. 

Fourth. That the line of the Talabnaha be the base from whieh to op- 
erate against the pointa where the IGsdssippi Oentnd eroases Big Black, 
above Oanton ; and, lasflj, where the Yicksborg is Jaokson Railroad oroaaea 
the same river (Big Black). The capture of Yidcabiirg wodd result 

I\ftk, That a minor force be left in this vicinitj, not to ezoeed ten thou- 
sand men, with only enough steamboats to float and transport them to any 
desired point; this force to be held always near enongh to act with the 
gunboats when tho main army is known to be near Vioksbnrg— Hainea^e 
Bluff or Yazoo City. 

Sixth. I do doubt the capacity of Willow Bayou (whieh I estimate to be 
fifty miles long and very tortuous) as a military channel, to sup[»iy an array 
largo enough to operate against Jackson, Mississippi, or tho Black Kiver 
Bridge; and such a channel will be very vulnerable to a force coming 
from the west, whiob we must expect Tet this canal will be most nseftil 
as the way to convey coals and supplies to a fleet that should navigate tho 
lower reabh of the Missisdppi between Yioksbni^ and the Bed Biver. 

Stwnth, The chief reason fbr operating solely by water was the season 
of the year and high water in tho Tallahatchie and Talabosha Rivers. The 
spring h now here, and soon these streams will be no seiious obstacle, save 
in tho ambuscades of tho forest, and whatever works the enemy may have 
erected at or near Grenada. Xortli >fississippi is too valuable for us to 
allow the enemy to hold it and make cn»j)s this year. 

I niako these suggestions, with the re(}uost that General Grant will 
read them and give them, as I know he will, a shore of his thoughts. I 
would prefer that he should not answer this letter, but merely give it as 
much or as little weight as it deserves. Whatever plan of action he may 
adopt will receive from me the same lealous cooperation and energetic 
support aa though conceived by myself. I do not believe General Banks 
wiK make any serious attack on Port Hudson this spring. I am, etc, 

W. T. SnvBiCAir, Mtj^or-CfoMlrdL 
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This is tlic letter which some critics have styled a ^< protest.'' 
We never had a council of war at any time during the Yicks- 
bmg campaign. We often met caanaUy, regardless of rank or 
power, and talked and gosstped of things in general, as officers 
do and should. But my letter speaks for itself. It shows my 
opmions clearly at that stage of the game, and was meant pai>> 
tially to indnce General Grant to call on General McClemand 
for a similar expression of opinion, but, so far as I know, he 
did not. lie went on quietly to work out his own designs; 
and he lias told me, since the war, that had we possessed in 
Deoeinher, isr,2, the expuricnee of marchin;^ and maintaining 
armies without a regular base, which we afterward acquired, he 
would have gone on from Oxford as first contemplated, and 
would not have turned back because of the destruction of his 
depot at Holly Springs by Yan Dom. The distance from 
Oxford to the rear of Yieksbnrg is little greater than hy the 
dreu^us route we afterward followed, from Bminsbuig to 
Jackson and Yieksbntg^ daring whidi we had neither depot nor 
trdn of supplies. I hare neyer criticised General Grant's strat- 
egy on this or any other occasion, but I thought then that he had 
lost an opportunity, which cust hi in and us six months' extra- 
hard work, for we might have captured Yicksburg from the 
direction of Oxford in January, quite as easily as was afterward 
done in July, 1863. 

General Grant's orders for the general movement past Yicks- 
burg, by Bichmond and Carthage, were dated April 20, 1863. 
McClemand was to lead ofi^ with his corps, McPherson next, 
and my corps (the Fifteenth) to bring np the rear. Prelimi* 
nary thereto^ on the night of April 16th, seven iron-dads led by 
Admiral Porter in person, in the Benton, with three transports, 
and ten barges in tow, ran the Yicksburg batteries by night. 
Anticipating a scene, I had four yawl-boats hauled across the 
Bwamp, to the reach of the river below Yicksburg, and manned 
them with soldiers, ready to pick up any of the disabled wrecks as 
they floated by. I was out in the stream when the ilcet passed 
Yicksburg, and the scene was tnily sublime. As soon as the 
rebel gunners detected the lieuton, which was in the lead, they 
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opened on licr, and on the others in succession, with shot and 
shell ; houses on the Vicksburg bide and on the opposite shore 
were set on fire, which lii^hted up the whole river ; and the roar 
of cannon, tlie bursting of shells, and finally the burning of the 
Ileniy Claj, drifting with the current, made up a picture of the 
terrible not often seen. Each gunboat returned the fire as she 
peased the town, while the tnmsportBhiigged the opposite shore* 
When the Benton had got abreast of ua, I pulled o£E to her, 
boaided, had a few words with Admiial Porter, and as she was 
drifting rapidly toward the lower batteries at Warrenton, I left, 
and polled back toward the shore^ meeting the gunboat Tns- ! 
cnmbia towing the transport Forest Qneen into the bank oat of 
the range of fire. The Forest Queen, Captain Conway, had 
been my flag-boat up the Arkansas, and for some time after, 
and I was very friendly with her ofiicers. This wjis the only \ 
transport whose captain would not receive volunteers as a crew, ^ 
but her own olhcers and crew stuck to their boat, and carried 
her safely below the Vicksburg batteries^ and afterward ren- 
dered splendid service in ferrying troops across the river at 
Grand Gulf and Bruinsburg. In passing Yicksboig, she was 
damaged in the hull and had a steam-pipe eat away, bat j 
this was soon repaired. The Henry Clay was set on fire by 
borsting ahellfl^ and homed np ; one of my yawls picked np her 
pilot floating on a piece of wreck, and the balk of her crew 
escaped in theur own yawl-boat to the shore above. The Sil 
ver "Wave, Captain McMillan, the same that was with us up 
Steele's ]>avou, passed safely, and she also rendered good ser- 
vice aftenvard. 

Subsequently, on the night of April 2Gth, six other trans- 
ports with numerous barges loaded with hay, com, freight, and 
provisions, were drifted past Vicksburg ; of these the Tigress 
was hit, and sunk just as she reached the riyer-bank below, on 
our side. I was there with my yawls, and saw Colonel 
lagowi of General Grant's stafl^ who had passed the bat> 
teries in the Tigress, and I think he was satisfied never to at- 
tempt sach a thing again. Thos General Giant's army had | 
below Vicksburg an abundance of stores, and boats with 
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wliicli to cross the river. The road by which tlie troopa 
marclicd was very bad, and it was not until the Ist of May 
that it was clear for my ooips. While waiting my turn to 
marchy I received a letter from General Grant, written at 
Carthage, saying that he proposed to cross over and attack 
Grand Ghilf , about the end of April, and he thought I could 
put in my time usefully by making a ^< feint" on Haines'a 
Bln£^ but he did not like to order me to do it, because it might 
be reported at the Worth that I had again been " repulsed, etc.'* 
Tlius wc liad to tight a senseless clamor at the ]Xortli, as well as 
a deteniiiiied foe and the obstacles of Nature. Of course, I 
answered him that I would make the "feint," regardless of 
])iil)lic clamor at a distance, and I did make it most cilectually; 
using all the old boats I could get about iMilliken's Bend and 
the moutli of the Yazoo, but taking only ten small regiments, 
selected out of Blair's division, to make a show of force. We 
afterward learned that General Pemberton in Yicksburg had 
previously dispatched a laige force to the assistance of General 
Bowen, at Grand Gulf and Fort Gibson, which force had pro- 
ceeded as far as Hankinson's Ferry, when he discoTored our 
ostentatious morement up the Yazoo, and recalled his men, and 
sent them up to Hainee^s Bluff to meet us. This detachment of 
rebel troops must have marched nearly sixty miles without rest, 
for afterward, on reaching Vicksburg, I heard that the men were » 
perfectly exhausted, and lay along the road in groups, com- 
pletely fagged out. This diversion, made with so much pomp 
and display, therefore completely fulfilled its purpose, by leav- 
ing General Grant to contend with a minor force, on landing 
at Bruinsburg, and afterward at Port Gibson and Grand Gulf. 

In May the waters of the Mississippi had so far subsided that 
all our caaali were useless, and the roads had become practicable. 
After HcFherson's coips had passed Bichmond, I took up the 
route of march, with Steele^a and Tuttle's divisions. Blair's 
diyifflon remained at Milliken'a Bend to protect our depots there, 
till reHered by troops from Memphis, and then he was ordered 
to follow us. Our route lay by Eichmond and Houndabout 
Bayou ; then, following Bayou Yidal we struck the Mississippi 
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at Perkins's plantatdon. Thence the rente followed Lake St. 
Joseph to a plantation called Hard Times^ about £ve miles aboTC 
Grand Gulf. The road waa more or leas occupied hj wa^ns 
and detachments belongiiig to McPherson's coips; sdH we 
maiched lapidl/ and readied Bard Times on the 6th of Miay. 
Along the Bayou or Lake St Joseph were many vezy fine cot- 
ton-plantations, and I recall that of a Mr. Bowie^ brother-in-law 
of the Hon. Reverdy Johnson, of Baltimore. The house waj 
very haiKlaomc, -svith a fine, extensive grass-plot in front. We 
entered the Tard, ancl, leaving our horses with the headquarters 
escort, walked to the house. On the front-porch I found a 
inafrnificent ccnmd-piano, with several satin-covered arm-chairs, 
in one of which sat a Union soldier (one of McPherson's men), 
with Lis feet on the keys of the piano, and his musket and 
knapsack lying on the porch. I asked him what he was doing 
there, and he answered that he was ''taking a rest;'' this was 
manitet and I started Mm in a huiry to overtake his command. 
The house was tenantlesa, and had been oompletely ransacked ; 
articles of dress and books were strewed about, imd a handsome 
boudoir with mirror front had been cast down, strikmg a French 
bedstead, shivering the glass. The library was extensiTe, 
with a lino collection of books; and hanging on the wall were 
two full-length portraits of Keverdy Johnson and his wife, one 
• of the most beautiful ladies of our country, witli Avhom I had 
been acquainted in Washington at the time of (General Tay- 
lor's administration. Behind the mansion was the usual double 
row of cabins called the quartei-s." There I found an old 
negro (a family servant) with several women, whom I sent 
to the house to put things in order ; telling the old man that 
other troops would f olloW| and he must stand on, the porch to 
tell any officers who came along that the property belonged to 
]l£r. Bowie, who was die brother-in-law of our friend Mr. Bev- 
erdy Johnson, of Baltimore, asking them to see that no further 
harm was done. Soon after we left the house I saw some 
negroes carrying away furniture which manifestly belonged to 
the house, and compelled them to carry it back ; and after reach- 
ing camp that night, at Hard Times, I sent a wagon back to 
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Bowie^B plantation, to bring np to Dr. HoUingswortli's lionae 
the two portraits for safe keeping ; hat before the wagon bad 
reached Bowie's the bonse was bnmed, whether by some of onr 
men or by negroes I hare never learned. 

At the river there \vas a good deal uf scnnidding to get 
across, l)ec:uise the means of ferriage were iiiade(|uate ; but by 
the aid of the Forest Queen and several gunboats I got my com- 
mand across during the Tth of May, and marched out to Ilan- 
kinson's Ferry (eighteen miles), relieving General Crocker's 
division of McPherson's corps. McClernand's corps and Mo- 
Pherson's were still ahead, and had fought the battle of Port 
Gibson, on the 11th. I overtook General Grant in person at 
Anbom, and he aooompanied my corps all the way into Jack- 
son, which we reached Kay 14th. McGleniand^s corps had 
been left in observation towurd Edwards's Ferry. McPherson 
bad fongbt at Baymond, and taken the left-hand road toward 
Jackson, vui CHnton, while my troops were ordered by Cieiierai 
Grant '.n person to take the right-hand road leading through 
Mississippi Springs. We reached Jackson at tlie same time ; 
McPherson fighting on the Clinton road, and my troops fightinix 
just outside tlie town, on tlie Raymond road, where we captured 
three entire field-batteries, and about two hundred prisoners of 
war. The rebels, nnder General Joe Johnston, had retreated 
throngb the town northward on the Canton road. Generals Grant, 
McPherson, and I, met in the lai]ge hotel facing the State-Honse, 
where the former explained to ns that he had intercepted dis- 
patches from Pemb^ton to Johnston, which made it important 
for ns to work smart to prevent a junction of their req>ective 
forces. McPherson was ordered to march back early the next 
day on the Clinton road to make junction with ^leClcrnaud, 
and I was ordered to remain one day to break up railroads, to 
fle-troy the arsenal, a foundery, the cotton-factory of the Mcasrs. 
Green, etc., etc., and then to follow MeFherson. 

McPherson left Jackson early on the 15th, and General Grant 
daring the same day. I kept my troops bnsy in tearing np 
railroad-tracks, etc., but early on the morning of the 1^ re- 
ceived notice from Gteneral Grant that a battle was imminent 
81 
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near Edwarde^s Depot; that lie wanted me to dispatch one ot 
111 J divisions iinmediatelj, and to follow with the other as soon 
as I had completed the work of destmction. Steele's divisioa 

started immediately, and later in the day I followed with the 
other division (Tattle's). Just as I was leaving Jackson, a vciy 
fat man came to see me, to inquire if his hotel, a large, frame- 
building near the depot, were doomed to be burned. I told liim 
we had no intention to burn it, or any other house, except the 
machine-shops, and such buildings as could easily be converted 
to hostile uses. lie professed to be a law-abiding Union man, 
and I remember to have said that this fact was manifest from 
the sign of his hotel, which was the Confederate Hotel ; " 
the sign ^ United States " being faintly painted out, and Con- 
federate pamted over it 1 I remembered that hotel, as it was 
the snpper-station for the New Orleans trains when I used to 
travel the road before the war. I had not the least purpose, 
however, of burning it, but, just as we were leaving the town, it 
burst out ill llames and was bunied to the ground. I never 
found out cxactlv who set it on fire, but was told that in one of 
our batteries were some officei"S and men who had been made 
prisoners at Sliiluli, ^\ itli Prentiss's division, and had been carried 
past Jackson in a railroad-train ; they had been permitted by the 
gnard to go to this very hotel for supper, and had nothing to 
pay but greenbacks, which were refosed, with insult, by this 
same law-abiding landlord. These men, it was said, had quietly 
and stealthily applied the fire underneath the hotel just as we 
were leaving the town. 

About dark we met General Gkrant's staff-officer near Bolton 
Station, who turned ns to the right, with orders to push on to 
Vieksburg by what was known as the upper Jackson Road, 
wliieh crossed the Big Black at Bridgeport. During that day 
(May IGth) the battle of Champion Hills had been fought and 
won by McCIernantrs and McPherson's corps, aided by one 
division of mine (Blairs), under the immediate comiiiand of 
General Grant ; and McPherson was then following the m.iss 
of Pemberton's aniiy, disordered and retreating toward Yicks- 
huig by the Edwards's Ferry road. General Blair's division had 
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oonie up from the rear, was temporarily attiched to McCler- 
naiid's corps, taJdnu: part with it iii the battle of Champion 
Hills, but on the ITth it was ordered bj G^eral Grant across 
to Bridgeport, to join me there. 

Jnst bejond Bolton there was a small hewn-log honse, 
standing back in a yard, in which was a well ; at ibis some of 
our soldiers were drawing water. I rode in to get a drink, and, 
seein": a book on the ground, asked some soldier to hand it to 
iiiL'. It wus a vohime of the Constitution of the United States, 
and on the title-page "svas -written the name of Jefferson JJavis. 
On inquiry of a negro, I learned that the place belonged to the 
then President of the Southern Confederation. His brother 
Joe Davis's plantation was not far off; one of my stafiE-officers 
went there, with a few soldiers, and took a pair of carriage- 
horses, without my knowledge at the time. He found Joe 
Davis at home, an old man, attended by a yonng and affection* 
ate niece ; but they were overwhelmed with grief to see their 
opuntiy overrun and swarming with Federal troops. 

We pushed on, and reached the Big Black early, Bhiir's 
troops having preceded us by an hour or so. I found General 
Blair in person, and he reported that there was no bridge acrojfs 
the Big Llaek ; that it was bwinnning-decp ; and that there was 
a rebel force on tlie opposite side, intrenched. He had ordered 
a detachnient of the Thirteenth United States Kegulars, under 
Captain C'liarles Kwing, to strip some artillery-hor>e>, mount the 
men, and swim the river above the feiTv, to attack and drive 
away the party on the opposite bank. I did not approve of this 
risky attempt, but crept down close to the brink of the rivei^ 
bank, behind a oora-crib belonging to a plantation-house near by, 
and saw the parapet on the opposite bank. Ordering a section of 
guns to be brought forward by hand behind this corn-crib, a few 
well-directed shells brought out of their holes *the little party 
that was covering the crossing, \ iz., a lieutenant and ten men, 
who came down to the river-bank and surrendered. Blair's pon- 
toon-train was hroui^ht up, consisting of India-rubber boats, one 
of which was inflated, used as a boat, and brought over the 
prisoners, A pontoon-bridge was at once begun, hmshed by 
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nighti and the troops began the passage. After dark, the 
whole scene was lit np with £res of pitch-pine. General Grant 
joined me there, and we sat on a log, looking at the passage d 
tiie troops by the light of tiiose fires ; the bridge swayed to and 
fro under the passing feet, and made a fine war-picture. At 
daybreak we moved on, ascending tlie ridge, and by 10 a. m. the 
head of niy column, long drawn out, reached the Benton road, 
and gave us command of the })eniusula between the Yazoo and 
Big Black. I dispatched Colonel Swan, of the Fourth Iowa 
Cavalry, to Haines's BluH, to caj ture that battci v from tlie rear, 
and ho afterward reported that he found it abandoned, its gar- 
xison having hastily retreated into Yicksbnrg, leaving their guns 
partiallj disabled, a magarine fall of anunnnition, and a hospital 
full of wounded and sick men. Colonel Swan saw one of our 
gunboats lying abont two miles below in the Yazoo, to which he 
signaled. She steamed np, and to its commander the cavalry 
tnmed over the battery at Haines's Bltiff, and rejoined me in 
front of \'ieksburg. Allowing a couple of hours for rest and to 
close up the column, I re-uaied the march straight on Yicks- 
burg. About two miles before reaching the forts, the road 
forked ; the left was the main Jackson road, and the right was 
the "graveyard" road, which entered Vicksburg near a large 
cemetery. General Grant in pc?raon directed me to take 
the right-hand road, but, as McFherson had not yet got up 
from the direction of the railroad-bridge at Big Black, I sent 
the Eighth Missonri on the main Jadcson road, to pnsh the 
rebel skirmishere into town, and to remain nntU relieved by 
KcPherson's advance, which happened late that evening, May 
18tL The battalion of the Thirteenth United States 
nlars, commanded by Captain Washington, was at the head of 
the column on the right-hand road, and pushed the rebels close 
behind their parapets ; one of my stafT, Captain Pitzman, 
receiving a dangerous wound in tlie hip, which apparently 
disabled him for life. Bv nitjht Blair's whole division had 
closed up against the defenses of Yicksburg, which were found 
to be strong and well manned ; and, on General Steele^s head of 
oolnmn arriving, I turned it still more to the right, with orders to 
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work its way down the blulT, so as to make connection with our 
fleet in the Mississippi Biver. There was a good deal of desnl- 
toiy fightuig that evening, and a man was HUed hy the side of 
General Grant and myself, as we sat by the road-side looking 
at Steele's division passing to the right. General Steele's men 
reached the road wUeh led ^m Yickshnrg np to Haines^s Blnff, 
wliicli road lay at the foot of tlic liills, and intercepted some 
prinoiierti and wagons which were coming down from Haines's 
Bluff. 

All that night McPherson's troops were arriving by the 
main Jackson road, and !McClernand's by another near the rail- 
road, deploying forward as fast as they struck the rebel works* 
My corps (the Fifteenth) had the right of the line of invest- 
ment ; McT*]icrson'8 (the Seventeenth) the centre ; and McGler- 
nand's (the Thirteenth) the left, reaching from the river ahove 
to the railroad helow. Onr lines connected, and invested ahont 
three-quarters of the land-firont of the fortifications of Yieksburg. 
On the sappodtion that the garrison of Yicksbnig was dCTdoral- 
ized by the defeats at Champion BUls and at the railroad cross- 
ing of the Big Black, (ieneral Grant ordered an assault at our 
respective fronts on the 19th. Hy troops reached the top of the 
parapet, but could not cross over. The rebel parapets were strong- 
' ly manned, and the enemy fought hard and well. My loss was 
pretty heavy, fallin:!: diiefly on the Tliirteenth Kegnlars, whose 
commanding officer, Captain AYasliington, was killed, and several 
other regiments were pretty badly cut up. We, however, held 
the gronnd np to the ditch till night, and then drew back only 
a short distance, and began to oomitei>trench« On the grave- 
yard road, onr parapet was within less than fifty yards of the 
rebel ditch. 

On the 20th of Hay, General Grant called the three corps 
commanders together, viz., McOlemand, MePherson, and Sh^ 

man. We compared notes, and agreed that the assault of the 
day before had failed, by reason of the natural strength of the 
position, and because we were forced by the nature of the 
gronnd to limit our attacks to the Ktron;::cst parts of the ene- 
my's line, viz., where the three principal roads entered the city 
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It was not a oouncil of war; but a mere consoltation, resultixig 
in ordeTB from General Grant for ns to make all possible prepa- 

rations for a reiiewL'd as.-a 111 r uii the liiid, simultaneously, ui 10 
A. M. I reconnoitred iny front tlioronghly in person, from 
right to left, and concluded to make my real attack at the right 
Hank of tlie bastion, where the graveyard road entered the 
enemy's inti*enchments, and at another point in the curtain about 
a hundred yards to its right (our left) ; also to make a strong 
demonstration by SteeWs diyision^ about a mile to our right, 
toward the river. All our field-batteries were put in posi- 
tion, and were covered by good epanlcments; the troops were 
l)rouglit for^-ard, in easy sii})port, concealed by the shape of 
the ground ; and to the minute, viz., 10 a. m. of May 22d, the 
troops sprang to the assault. A small party, that might be 
called a forlorn hope, provided with plank to' cross the ditch, 
advanced at a run, up to the Tery ditch; the lines of in- 
fantry' sprang from cover, and advanced rapidly in line of battle. 
I took a position within two hundred yards of the rebel para- 
pet, on the off slope of a spur of ground, where by advancing 
two or three steps I could see every thing. The rebel line, con- 
cealed by the parapet, showed no sign of unusual activity, but as 
our troops came in fair view, the enemy rose behind tlieir para- 
pet and poured a furious iire upon our lines ; and, for about' 
two hourSi we had a severe and bloody battle, but at every 
point we were repulsed* In the very midst of this, when shell 
and shot fell furious and fast, occurred that little episode whidi 
has been celebrated in song and story, of the boy Orion P. Howe, 
badly wounded, bearing nie a message for cartridges, calibre 54, 
described in my letter to the ITon. E. ^F. Stanton, Secretary of 
War. Tliis boy was afterward appointed a cadet to tl\e United 
States Kaval Academy, at Annapolis, but he could not gradu- 
ate, and I do not now know what has become of him. 

After our men had been fairly beaten back from o£E the para- 
pet, and had got cover behind the spurs of ground dose to the 
rebel works, General Grant came to where I was, on foot, having 
left his horse some distance to the rear. I pointed out to him 
the rebel works, admitted that my assault had failed, and he said 
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the result witli McPlierson and INrcCleiuand was about tlie sania 
"While lie was "with lue, an ordorly or stali'-officer came and 
handed bim a piece of paper, wliicli lie read and handed to me. 
I think the writing was in pencil, on a loose piece of paper, and 
was in General McClernand's hand\mting, to the effect that 
**his troops had captured the rebel parapet in his front," that 
the flag of the Union waved over the stronghold of Yicks- 
Aiul aakiiig him (General Grant) to give renewed orders 
to Mcpherson and Sherman to press their attacks on their 
respective fronts, lest the enemy should concentrate on him 
(Mcdenuind). General Grant said, I don't believe a word of 
it ; " but I reasoned with him, that this note was official, and 
must be credited, and I ofTered to renew tlie assault at once 
with new troops. lie said he would instantly ride down the 
line to McClernand's front, and if I did not receive orders to 
the contrary, by 3 o'clock p. >r., I might try it afjain. IMower's 
fresh brigade was brought up under cover, and some changes 
were made in Giles Smith's brigade; and, punctually at 3 p. :sr., 
hearing heavy firing down along the line to my left, I ordered 
the second assault. It was a repetition of the first, equally un- 
Boocessfiil and bloody. It also transpired that the same thing 
had oocmred with Gtoeral McPherson, who lost in this second 
asBanlt some most valuable officers and men, withont ade- 
quate result ; and that General McClemand, instead of having 
taken any single point of the rebel main parapet, had only taken . 
one or two small outlying lunettes open to the rear, where his 
men were at the mercy of the rebels bcliind tlieir main parapet, 
and most of tliem were actually thus captured. This affair 
caused great feeling with uf, and Bcverc eritici.sin> on General 
McClemand, which led finally to his removal from the command 
of the Thirteenth Corps, to which General Ord succeeded. 
The immediate cause, however, of General McClernand's re- 
moral was the publication of a sort of congratulatory order 
addressed to his troops, first published in St. Loms, in which 
he claimed that he had BCtasXLj succeeded in making a lodg- 
ment in Ticksbuig, but had lost it, owing to the fact that 
HcPherson and Sherman did not fulfill their parts of the gen* 
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era! plan of attack. Tliis was siniplj iiiiti-uo. The two several 
assaults made May 22(1, on the lines of \'icksbnr£r, had failed, 
bj reason of the great strength of the position and the de- 
termined fighting of its garrison. I have since seen the posi- 
tion at Sevastopol, and without hesitation I declare tbat at 
Ticksbuig to have been the more difficult of the two. 

Thereafter onr proceedings were all in the natnre of a siege. 
General Grant drew more troops from Memphis, to prolong our 
general line to the left, so as completely to invest the place on 
its land-side, while the nSLXj held the river both above and 
below. General Mower's brigade of Tuttlu's division was 
also sent across the river to the peninsula, so that by May 31bt 
Vicksburg was completely beleaguered. Good roads were con- 
structed from otur camps to the several landing-places on the 
Yazoo Biver, to which points our boats brought us ample sup- 
plies; so that we were in a splendid condition for a siege, while 
our enemy was shut up in a cloae fort, with a large civil popula- 
tion of iHL'ii, wouKii, and children to feed, in a'lditi'oii to Lis 
coiiibatant force. If we could prevent sallies, or relief from 
the outside, the fate of the garrison of Yicksburg was merely 
a question of time. 

I had my headquarters camp close up to the works, near the 
centre of my corpB^ and General Grant had his bivouac behind 
a ravine to my rear. We estimated Pemberton's whole force in 
Yicksburg at thirty thousand men, and it was well known that 
the rebel General Joseph E. Johnston was engaged in collecting 
another strong force near the J»ig P)lack, with the intention to 
attack our rear, and thus to afford iV-inljerton an opportunity • 
to escape with his men. Even then the ability of General 
Johnston was recognized, and General Grant told ine that 
he was about the only general on that side whom lie feared. 
Each corps kept strong pickets well to the rear; but, as the 
rumors of Johnston's accumulating force reached us. General 
Grant concluded to take stronger measures. He had received 
from the JS'orth General J. G. Tarkes's coi*ps (Xinth), which 
had been posted at Haines's lihilT ; then, detaib'ng one division 
from each of the three carjpa d'atm^e iuvcbtiiig Yicksburg, he 
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ordered me to go oat, take a general eommaiid of all, and to 
conntearact any movement on the part of General Jolmston to 

relieve Yicksbui::. I reconnoitred the whole conntrv, from 
ITaines's Bluff to the railroad bridge, and posted the troops thus : 
Parkes's two divisions from Haines's Dhill out to tlie lU'iitnu or 
ridge road; Tuttle's division, of my corps, joining on and extend- 
ing to a plantation called Young's, overlooking Bear Creek 
Talle^i which empties into the Big Tl u k above Messinger's 
Fenj; then Me Arthur's diviaion, of McPherson'a corps, took 
np the line, and reached to Osterhans'B division <^ IfcOler- 
nand's corps, which held a strong fortified position at the rail* 
road-croc.-ing ut' the Lig lUaek Kiver. I was of opinion that, if 
Johnston should cross the Big Black, he could by the favorable 
nature of the country be held in cheek till a concentration could 
be eifected by us at the point threatened. From the best informa- 
tion we could gather, General Johnston had about thirty or forty 
thousand men. I took post near a plantation of one Tribl^ 
near Markham's, and frequently reconnoitred the whole line, and 
could see the enemy engaged in like manner, on the east side of 
Big Black; bnt he never attempted actually to cross over, 
except witli some cavalry, just above Bear Creek, which 
was easilv di-iven l)ack. 1 was there from June 20th to tlio 
4th of July. Iti a suinll log-house near Markhnm's was ilio 
family of Mr. Ivlein, whose wife was the daughter of Mrs. 
Day, of Kew Orleans, who in turn was the sister of Judge T, 
W. Bartley, my brother-in-law. I used frequently to drop in 
and take a meal with them, and Mrs. Eldn was generally 
Imown as the general's cousin, which doubtlesB. saved her and 
her family from molestation, too common on the part of our 
men. 

One day, as I was riding the line near a farm known as Par- 
son Fox's, 1 heard that the family of a Mr. ^Vilkinson, of Kew 
Orleans, was " rcfugeeing " at a house near by. I rode up, in- 
quired, and found two young girls of that name, who said they 
were the children of General Wilkinson, of Louisiana, and that 
their brother had been at the Military School at Ale^tendria. 
bquiiing for their mother, I was told ahe was spending the day 
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at Parson Fox's. As this house was on my route, I rode there, 
went through a large gate into the yurd, followed by my 
staff and escort, and fonnd qnite a number of ladies sitting 
on the porch. I rode np and inquired if that were Parson Fox'& 

The parson, a fine-looking, venerable old man, rose, and said that 
he was Parson Fox. I then inquired for Mrs. Wilkinson, 
wlien an elderly lady answered that she was the person. I 
asked her if she were from Plaquemine Parish, Loiiisiaim, and she 
said she was. I then inquired if she liad a son who had been a 
cadet at Alexandria when General Sherman was superintendent^ 
and she answered yes. I then announced myself, inquired after 
the boy, and she said he was indde of Vicksburg, an artillery 
lieutenant. I then asked about her husband, whom I had 
known, when she burst into tears, and cried out in a^cony, " You 
killed him at Bull Run, where he was lii^'htin^^ fur his eountry!" 
I disclaimed killing anybody at Bull Ivun ; but all the women 
present (nearly a dozen) burst into loud lamentations, M'liieJi 
made it most uncomfortable for me, and I rode away. On the 
3d of J uly, as I sat at my biyouac by the road-side near Trible'% 
I saw a poor, miserable horse, carrying a lady, and led by a little 
negro boy, coming across a cotton-field toward me ; as they ap- 
proached I recognized poor Mrs. AVilkinson, and hel[»cd her to 
dismount. I inquired what had brought her to me in that style, 
and she answered that she I'/teiO Yieksburg was going to sur- 
render, and she wanted to go right away to see her boy. I had 
a tel^raph-wire to General Grant's headqu2irterB,and had heard 
that there were symptoms of surrender, but as yet nothing 
definite. I tried to console and dissuade her, but she was reBolred, 
and I could not help giving her a letter to General Grant, ex- 
plaining to him who she was, and asking him to give her tlio 
earliest oppoi t unity to see her son. The distance was fully 
twenty miles, but oli' slio started, and I afterward leanied that my 
letter had ena1)led her to see her son, who had escaped unharmed. 
Later in the day I got by telegraph General Grant's notice of 
the negotiations for surrender ; and, by his directions, gave gen- 
eral orders to my troops to be ready at a moment's notice to 
cross the Big Black, and go for Joe Johnston. 
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The next daj (Julj 4^, 1803) Vicksbiu-g surrendered, and 
orders were given for at once attacking General Johnston. 
The Thirteenths Corps (General Ord) was ordered to inarch 
rapidlj, and cross the Big Black at the raiboad-bridge; the 
Fifteenth bj Mesdngei's, and the Ninth (Gtoneral Park^) hj 
Birdsong'B Ferry — all to converge on Bolton. My corps crossed 
the Big IJlnck during the 5th and Gth of July, and marched for 
l>t)ltun, where we came in with General Ord's troops; but the 
iSinth Corps was dehiyed in crossing at Birdsong's. Johnston 
had rcreived timely notice of Pemberton's surrender, and was 
in full retreat for Jackson. On the 8th all our troops reached 
the neighborhood of Clinton, the weather f earfnlly hot^ and 
water scarce. Johnston had marched rapidly, and in retreating 
had cansed cattle, hogs, and sheep, to be driven into the ponds 
of water, and there shot down; so that we had to haul their 
dead and stinking carcasses out to use the water. On the 10th 
of Jnly we had driven the rebel army into Jackson, wliere it 
turned at bay behind the intrenchments, which had been enhirgod 
and strengthened since onr former visit in Mux. We dosed our 
lines about Jackson ; my corps (Fifteenth) held the centre, ex* 
tending from the C^ton to the Baymond road; Ord's (Thir- 
teenth) on the right, reaching Pearl Eiver below the town; and 
Parkes's (Ninth) the left, above the town. 

On the lith we pressed close in, and shelled the town from 
every direction. One of Ord's brigades (Lauman^s) got too close, 
and was very rouglily handled and driven back in chsorder. 
General Ord accused the commander (General Lauman) of liaving 
disregarded his orders, and attributed to him personally the dis- 
aster and heavy loss of men. He requested his relief, which I 
granted, and General Lauman went to the rear, and never re- 
gained his division. He died after the war, in Iowa, much 
respected, as before that time he had Iteen universally csteLiued 
a most gallant and excellent officer. The weather was fearfully 
h<.>t, l)nt we continued to press the siege day and ni;4ht, using 
our artillery pretty freely ; and on the morning of July 17th 
the phice was found evacuated. General Steele's division was 
sent in pursuit as £ur as Brandon (fourteen mDee), but General 
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Johnston Lad can*ieJ bis airny safely off, and pursuit in that 
Lot weather would have heen fat\\ to mv command. 

lieporting the fact to General Grant, lie ordered me to return, 
to send General Parkes's oorps to Haines's Bhiff, General Ord'a 
back to Yicksbing, and he consented that I ahonld encamp mj 
whole corps near the Big Black, pretty mnch on the same gronnd 
we had occnpied before the movement, and with the prospect 
of a period of rest for the remainder of the sunmier. We 
reached our camps on the 27th of July. 

i^feantime, a divisiou of troopp, commanded l»y Brig-ad ier- 
G^eral W. Sooy Smith, had been added to my corps. Geneial 
Smith applied for and received a sick-leat^e on the 20th of July; 
Brigadier'<3^neral Hugh Ewing was assigned to its command; 
and from that time it constituted the Fourth Division of the 
Fifteenth Army Corps. 

Port Hudscm had surrendered to General Banks on the 8th 
of July (a neeeesary consequence of the fall of Yicksburg), and 
thus tenninated probal>ly the most important enterprise of the 
civil war — the recovery of the complete control of the Missis- 
sippi Itiver, from its som-ce to its month — or, in the language 
of Mr. Lincoln, the Mississippi went " unvexed to the sea." 

I put my four diyisions into handsome, dean camps, looking 
to health and comfort alone, and had my headquarters in a beau- 
tiful grove near the house of that same Parson Fox where I 
hud found the crowd of weeping rebel women waiting for the 
fate of their friends in Vicksburg. 

The loss sustained l)y the Fifteenth Coqis in the assault of 
Maj 19th, at Vicksburg, was mostly conHned to the battalion of 
the Thirteenth Eegulars, whose commanding officer, Captain 
Washington, was mortally wounded, and afterward died in the 
hands of the enemy, which battalion lost seventy-seven men 
out of the two hundred and fifty engaged ; the Eighty-third 
Indiana (Colonel Spooner), and the One Hundred and Twenty- 
seventh Illinois (Lieiitcuaut-Colouel Eldridge), the aggregate 
being about two Inindrcfl. 

In the assaults of the 22d, tlie loss in the Fifteenth Corps 
was about six hundred. 
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In the attack on Jackson, JVIississippi, durin*:^ the llth-lGth 
of Jul/y General Ord reported the loss in the Thirteenth Army 
C3oip6 seven hundred and sixtj-two^ of which fiye hundred and 
thirty-three were confined to Lannum's diyiflion ; Gtenend Parkes 
reported, in the Ninth Corps, thirtynBeren killed, two hundred 
and fifty-eight wounded, and thirty-three missing : total, three 
hundred and twenty-eight. In the Fifteenth Corps the loss 
"was less ; so that, in the ag^egate, the lo?s as reported by rae at 
the time was less than a thousand men, while we took that num 
ber alone of prisoners. 

In General Grant's entire army before Vicksbiirg, composed 
of the !N^inth| part of the Sixteenth, and the whole of the Thir- 
teenthi Eifteenth| and Seyenteenth OorpB, the aggr^te losS| as 
stated hj Badeau, was — 



Killed 1,248 

W ounded 7,095 

HiBsing 686 

Total... 8,878 

Whereas the Confederate loss^ as stated by the same author, 
was : 

Sarrondered at Vicksbiirji , S^/'i'^O 

Captured at Champion Hills , 8,000 

Captured at Big Black Bridge 2,OijO 

Captured at Port Gibson 2,000 

Captured with Loring 4,000 

Killed a&d wounded. 10,000 

Btragglert 8,000 

Total 60,000 



Besides which, a large amount of public property, consisting 
of raUroads, locomotiyes, cars, Bteamrr-, cotton, guns, muskets, 
ammnnition, etc, etc, was eaptnred in Yicksbnig." 

The valne of the eaptnre of Yidcsbnig, however, was not 
measured by the list of prisoners, guns, and small-arms, but by 
the fatit that its possession secured the navigation of the great 
oentral river of the continent, bisected fatally the Souiiieiu Cuii- 
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iedmcjf mad set tbe annies whicli bad been used in its oonqnest 
free for other purposes ; and it so happened that the event cjo- 

incided as to time with another great victory which crowiitil viir 
ai-rns far away, at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. That was a defeu 
Bive battle, whereas ours was offensive in tlie highest aceptatiua 
of the term, and the two, occurring at tlie same moment of time, 
fifaould have ended the war ; but the rebel leaders were mad, and 
seemed detennined that their people ahonld drink of the very 
lowest dregs of the cap of war, which tbej themselves had 
prepared. 

The campaign of Yicksburg, in its conception and execution, 
belonged exclusively to General Grant, not only in the great 
whole, but in tlic thousands of its details. I still retain manv 
of his letters and notes, all in hifi own handwriting, prescribing 
the rontes of march for di^ns^ons and detachments, spedfying 
even the amount of food and tools to be carried along. Many 
persons gave bis adjntant-general, Bawlins, the credit for these 
things, bnt thej were in error ; for no commanding general of an 
army ever gave more of bis personal attention to details, or wrote 
60 many of his own orders, reports, and letters, as General Grant. 
His success at A^iclcsburo- justly gave him great fame at home 
and abroad. The I'rcv^ident conferred on him the rank of major- 
general in the regular army, the highest grade then eusting by 
law ; and General McPherson and I shared in his success by 
receiving similar commissions as brigadier-generals in the r^ 
nlar army* 

Bnt onr success at Yicksbnrg produced other results not so 

favorable to our cause — a general relaxation of effort, and desire 
to escape the hard drudgery of camp : officers sought leaves of 
flbsence to visit their homes, and soldiers obtained furloughs and 
discharges on the most slender pretexts ; even the General Gov- 
ernment seemed to relax in its efforts to replenish our ranks 
with new men, or to enforce the draft, and the politicians were 
j pressing their schemes to reorganize or patch up some form of 
L civil government, as fast as the armies gained partial possession 
pof the States. 

^ In order to illustrate this peculiar phase of our civil war, I 
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give at this place copies of certain letters wliich have^iot hereto- 
fore been pubHshed ; 

£Pritatb.3 

WABBnratOK, August 29, 1868. 
Mqjor-Gtneral W. T. SnEiUKAX, Vichtburg^ Mis»h!nppi. 

Mr DEAR General: The question of reconstruction in Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, will soon come up for decision of the Government, and 
not only the length of the war, but our ultimiito and coniplcto success, will 
depend upon its decision. It is a difficult matter, but I believo it can be 
BaoceiBfullj solved, if tiie PxMideiit will oonsolt opinionB of cool and dig- 
oreet men, who are oapablo of looldiig at it in all its bearings and ef^ets. 
I think he is disposed to receive the advice of oor generals who have been 
in these States^ and know much more of their condition than gaaaj politi* 
dans in Congress. General Banks has written pretty fbllj on the sobject. 
1 wrote to General Grant, Immediatelj after the &U of Vicksburg, for his 
views in regard to Mississippi, but he has not yet answered. 

I wish yon would consult with Grant, McPberson, and others of cool, 
good judgment, and write me your views fully, as I may wish to use them 
with the President. You had bettor write mc unofficially, and then your 
letter will not bo put on file, and cannot hereafter be used against you. 
You have been in Washin^on enough to know how every thing a man 
writes or says is picked up by his enemies and misconstrued. "With kind 
wishes for your further success, 

I am yours tmly, 

n. W. Hallbck. 

[PairmS ASD GoHflMRUt.] 

ITEADQrAT^TEi:?", FIFTEENTH Ap.MT ToRPS, ) 

Cavp on Jlio JiLAt K, Mississippi, ib>'£^^;iiiir 17, 1868, J 
H. W. Halleck, Commander-in-Chif/^ Washington, D. C. 

Deak General: I have received your letter of August 20th, and with 
pleasure confide to you fully my thoughts on tho important matters yon 
Bufrgest, with nl solnto contidenco that you will use what is valuable, and 
reject tho n.^eloss or superfluous. 

That ])ai t of tho continent of North America known as Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas, is in my judgiueut tho key to tho whole interior. 
The valley of the Mississippi is America, and, although railroads have 
changed the economy of interoommnnication, yet the wator-channela still 
nark the lines of fertUe land, and afford cheap carriage to tho heavy prod- 
ucts of it. ' 

The inhabitants of the eonntiy on the Monongahda, the Illinois, the 
lOnnceota, the Yellowstone, and Osage, are as directly concerned in the 
seoarity of the Lower Hississippi as are those who dwell on its «ery banks 
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in LQDSiUui&; and now that the nation has rocovered its possoasion, tliit 
generation of men will make a fearfbl mistake if the^ again commit ita 
charge to a people liable to misuse their position, and assert^ as was reoentl j 
done, thati beoanse they dwelt on the banks of this mighty stream, thej 
bad a right to control its navigation. 

I would deem it Tory nnwiso nt this time, or for years to come, to 
roTive the State goTemmwts of Louisiana, etc., or to institate in this 
quarter any «UTil gorermnent in which the local people have much to say. 
Thej had a goremment so mild and paternal that they gradually forgot 
they had any at all, save what they themselves controlled ; tliey a?«orto*l 
an absolute right to seize public moneys, forts, arms, and even to shut up 
the natural avenues of travel and commerce. They chose icar — tliey 
ignored aud denied all the obligations of tlio solexxm contract of govern- 
ment and appealed to force. 

"We accepted the issue, and now they boLrin to realize that war is a two- 
edged sword, and it may bo that many of the inhabitants cry for peace. I 
know them weiU, and the very impulses of their nature ; and to deal with the 
inhabitaots of that part of the South wldch borders on the great river, we 
most reoogniae the classes into which they have divided themselves : 

Fint The large planters, ownhig landis slaves^ and all kinds of per- 
sonal property. These are, on the whole, the nding class. They are edn- 
cated, wealthy, and easily ap^ached. in some districts they are bitter as 
gall, and have given np slaves, plantations, and all, serving in the armies of 
the Confederacy ; whereas, in others, they are conservative. None dare 
admit a friendship for us, thou :!h tliey say fredy that they were at the outset 
opposed to war and disunion. I inorc we can manage this class, but only by 
action. Ar;xuraont is exhausted, and words have lost their nsual meaning, 
Kothing but the lojiic of events touches their understaifding; but, of late, 
this has worked a wonderful change. If our country' were like Europe, 
crowded with people, I would sdy it would be easier to ro[»lace tliis class 
than to reconstruct it, subordinate to ti)0 policy of the nation ; but, as this 
is not tliO case, it is better to allow tlie j)luuters, with individual exceptions, 
gradually to recover their plantations, to hire any species of labor, and to 
adapt themselves to the new order of things. StiU, their friendship and as- 
sistance to reconstract order oat of the present ruin cannot be depended on. 
They watch the operationa of oar armies, and hope stlU for a Soathem Oon- 
lioderacy that will restore to them the daves and privfleges which they 
feel are otherwise lost fiMrcTer. In my judgment, we have two more battles 
to win before we shoold even bother oar minds with the idea of restoring 
civil order— viz., one near Meridian, in N'ovember, and one near Sbreveport, 
in February and March next, when Ked River is navigable by our gunboats. 
TThen these are done, then, and not until then, will the plauters of Loaiai- 
ana, Arkansas, and Mississippi, sabmit. Slavery is already gone, and, to eul- 
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tlvate the land, negro or other labor must be Ur«d. Th\af of itself is a tuI 

revolntion, and time must be afforded to allow men to a^nst their mSnds 
and habits to this new order of things. A cItU goyenunent of the r^fe* 
sentative tjpe would salt this elasa £sr less than a pore military rolei reacli- 
Ij adapting itself to actnal occarreneei| and able to enforce its laws and 

orders promptly and emphntically. 

Second. Tho smaller farmers, mechanics, mercliants, and laborcrsi. This 
class will probably number three-quarters of tho whole; have, in fact, no 
real interest in tho establishment of a Soutbern Confederacy, and have been 
led or driven into war on the false theory that they were to be benefited 
somehow— they knew not how. They are essentially tired of the war, and 
would slink hack home if tbey could. These aro the real tiers etat of the 
South, and are hardly worthy a thought; for they swerve to and fro ac- 
cording to events which they do not compiLlieud or attempt to shape. 
When tho time for reconstruction comes, they will want the old political 
system of canenses, Legislaturesi etc., to amuse them and make them behevo 
th^ are leal iOTereigns ; but in all tbings tbey will fdlow lifiiidly tibe lead 
of the planters. The Soathem politioianB^ who understand tbiA dass^ nse 
tbem as tbe T^noh do their masses— seemingly oonsolt their prigndices, 
wbOe tb^ make tb^ orders and enforee them. We should do tbe same. 

Third, The Union men of tbe Sontb, I mnst eonfess I have little re* 
speet for this dass. They allowed a damorons set of demagogues to mnssle 
ttid drive them as a pack of enrsL Afraid of shadows, tbey inbmit tamely 
to sqaads of dragoonSi and permit thsm, witbont a murmor, to bum theit 
eotton, take their horses, com, and every thing ; and, when wc reach them, 
they are full of oomplaints if our men take a few fence-rails for fire, or com 
to feed our horses. They give us no assistance or information, and are 
loudest in their complaints at tho smallest excesses of our soldiers. Their 
sons, horses, arms, and everything useful, nro in tho array against u?, and 
they stay at home, claiming all the exemptions of peaceful citizens. I ao 
count them as nothing in this great game of war. 

Fourth. The young bloods of the South : sons of planters, lawyers about 
towns, good billiard-players and sportsmen, men who never did work and 
never will. '\Var suits them, and the rascals are brave, fine riders, bold to 
rashness, and dangerous subjects in every sense. They care not a sou for 
niggers, land, or any thing. ITiey hato Yankees per se, and don't bother 
their brains about tho past, present, or future. As long as they have good 
horses, plenty of forage, and an open country, they are bappy. This Is a* . , 
larger dass than most men suppose, and tbey are the most dangerous set of 
men that this war baa turned loose npon tbe world. Tbey are splendid' 
ridera^ flrst-rate diets, and ntterly reckless. Stewart, John Morgan, Forrest, 
and Jaekson, are tbe types- and leaders of this dass. These men most all be- 
killed or employed by ns before we can bope for peace. Tbey bare oo prop* 

22 
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erty or future, and therefore €iimot be inflnencod by any things axeept per* 
■ooal.oonsiderntions. I have two brigades of these fellows in my froot, 
commanded by Ootby, of the old army, and "Whitfield, of Texas. Stephen 
D. Lee is in command of the whole. I have frequent interviews with 
their officers, a good understand intr with them, and am inclinod to tLink, 
when the resources of their country are exhausted, wo must eniiiloy them. 
They are the best cavalry in the world, but it will tax Mr. Chase's genius for 
finance to supply them with horse?. At present horses cost tliom nothing ; 
for they take where thev tiiid, and don't Mother their brains as to who is to 
pay for them ; the same may be said of the cornticlds, which have, as they 
believe, been cnltivsted by a good-natured people for their special benefit 
Wo propose to ihare witli them the free lue of theee oornfields^ planted by 
wiUhig handle that will nerer gather the oropt. 

Noir that I have sketched the people who inhabit the diatriet of oomitiy 
under coDsideratioo, I will proceed to diaoaaa the fntnre. 

A dvil government now, for anj part of it, would be dmpl/ riffien- 
loos. Ibe people would not regard it, and even the militaiy oommandera 
of the antagonistao parties would treat it lightly. Governors would be 
simply petitioners for militaiy assistance, to protect soppoeed friendly in* 
terests, and military commanders would refuse to disperse and weaken their 
armies for militfiry ronsons. Jealousies would nri^o between the two con- 
flicting powers, and, instead of contributing to the end of the war, would 
actually defer it. Therefore, I contend that the interests of the UnitM 
States, and of the real parties concerned, demand tiie continuance of the 
simple military rule, till after all the organized armies of the South are 
dispersed, conquered, and subjugated. 

The people of all this region are represented in the Army of Yirgiiua, 
it Oharleston, Mobile^ and Ghattanoogt. They hxn sons and relalioiia In 
each oftiierebjsl armies, and natoralljareintcffested in their fate. Thongji 
we hold militarj possession of the key-points of their conntry, still th^ odd- 
tend, and natarallly, that should Lee sooceed in Virginia, or Bragg at Chat- 
tanooga, a change will occur here also. We cannot for this reason attempt 
to reconstruct parts of the Soath as we conquer it, till all idea of the establish* 
ment of a Southern Oonfederacy is abandoned. We should avail ourselves 
of the present lull to secnre the strategical points that will give us an ad- 
vantage in the future military movements, and we should treat the idea of 
civil government as one in which we as a nation have a minor or subordi- 
nate interest. Tlie opportunity is good to impress on the population the 
tvuth that they are more interested in civil government than wo are ; ami 
that, to enjoy the protection of laws, they must not be passive observers of 
events, but must aid and sustain the constituted authorities in enforcing the 
laws ; they must not only submit themselves, but should pay their share of 
taxes, and render personal services when called on. 
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It seems to me, in oontemplating the history of tlie pnst two years, that 
all the peoplo of our conntrj, North, South, East, and West, have been 
undergoing a salutary political schooling, learning lessons which might have 
been acquired from the experieoco of other people; hut we had all 
become so wise in oar own conceit that vra would only learn by actual ex- 
perience of our own. The pooi)lo even of small and unimportant localities, 
North as well as South, had reasoned themselves into the belief that their 
opinions were superior to the ap^^re^ated interest of the whole nation. 
Half our territorial nation rebelled, on a doctrine of secession that they 
themselves now scout ; and a real nnmercial majority actually believed tliat 
a little State was endowed with such sovereignty that it could defeat the 
policy of the great whole. I think the present war has exploded that 
notion, and were this war to cease now, the experience gained, though 
dear, would be worth the expense. 

Another great and important natoral troth is stQl in oontesti and oaa 
onlj be solved by war. Knmerdal majorities hj rote hare been oar great 
arbiter. Heretofore all men have oheerfidl j snbmitted to it in qnestione 
left open, bat nomerioal majorities are not neoeBsarily phTsieal minorities. 
The Soath, though nomerically inferior, contend they can whip the Northern 
soperiority of nnmbers, and therefore by natnral law they contend that they 
are not bound to submit. This issue is the only real one, and in my judg- 
ment all else shoald be deferred to it War alone can decide it, and it is 
the only question now left for us as a people to decide. Can we whip .the. 
South ? If we can, oar namerical majority has both the natural and consti- 
tutional rif^ht to govern them. If we cannot wliip them, they contend for 
the natural right to select their own j;'>vcrument, and they have the argu- 
ment. Our armies must prevail over theirs; our officers, marshals, and 
court^i, niu-t penetrate into the innermost recesses of their land, before we 
have the natural right to demand tfioir snimiission. 

I would banish all minor quesiions, assert the broad doctrine that 
as a nation the United States has the right, ami al-^o the jihysical power, to 
penetrate to every part of our national domain, and that we will do it — 
that we will do it in our own time and in our own way ; that it makes no 
difference whether it be in one year, or two^ or ten, or twenty ; that we 
will remove and destroy every obstacle, if need be, take every life, every 
acre of land, every partide of property, every thing that to oa seems 
proper ; that we will not cease till the end is attained ; that all who do not 
aid OS are enemies, and that we will not aoooant to them for oor acts. If , 
the people of the Soath oppose^ they do so at thdr peril ; and if they stand 
by, mere loolcers-on in this domestio tragedy, they have no right to immn- 
nil^, protection, or share in the final results. 

I even believe and contend further that, in the North, every member of 
the nation is boond by both natural and constitutional law W "maintain. 
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amd itimd tfa» qownmMt igrinit aD its cmbms nd cppoMnvkoM^- 
mr.'* If thtjlUltodoUiii^Md««liet,ndcntepaUbed,€ra». 
prfYtdef antdvaBtagMarirfoKlkiom the kbon of thoM wbo^ U amj 
■MB, Koith or Sooth, withhold* his share of taxes, or hU pbrsical sabt- 
sneo ill tiiis, the crisis of our history, he shoald be deprived of aD Toic« im 
tho Urtnra etoctioM of this conotr/, and might be honishod, or n&mo&i to 
the condition of a mere denizen of the hind. 

War ia upon us, none can denj it. It i§ not the choice of the Goremnicnt 
of tho f'nited States, bat of a faction; the Gov^rament was forced t » ac- 
cept the i.'STie, or to submit to a degradation fat4ii and di^sracefal to ail the 
inhabitaiitii. In accepting' war, it should be "pnre &nd simple s< applied 
to the b«,:Iiij?crent!*. I wcnld keep it so, till h.\ trri'x-r; oi" the war are e^aeed; 
till those who a[»pciilcd to it aro »ick and tired oi ii, and couie to the em- 
blem of our nation, and sue for peace. I would not coax tbem, or eveo 
moot thoin half-waj, bat niako thoin m Ml. iit war tiiitt gMMtatkos wonld 
pMt ftway bolbro tboj would again appoal to it 

I know what I nj when I repeat that Uio insiirgenta of the Sooth leer 
al all orertofee looking to thoirintereelL Tb^ aeom the alHaiMa with the 
Ooppeiheadi; they teU me to my ihoe that they leqieot Grant) MePhefaoo, 
and our brava aeMMiatee who fl^t manfiilly udA well for a princ^e^ bat 
despise the Copperheads and ineala at the Kbrth, who profess friendslilp 
for the South and oppoeitSon to the war, aa mere oorera tor their knavery 
and poltroonery. 

God knows that I deplore this fratricidal war as mtirh as nnj man living, 
but it is upon us, a physical fact ; and there is only one honorable is-uo 
from it. Wo must fight it out, army against army, and man n^^ainst man ; 
and I knoWf and you know, and civilians begin to realize the f;ii r, that 
reconciliation and reconstruction will be eai^ier through and by means of 
itrong, well-equipped, and organized armies, tlian through any species of 
conventions that can bo I'raiued. The issues are made, and all discussion is 
OOl of place and ridioalout. The section of thirty-pounder Parrott rides 
Mw drilling before my tent ia a more oonvincing argument than the laigeet 
Demeoratie meeting the State of New York oan posiibly aaeemble at AI* 
bany ; aod a simple order of the War Department to draft enongh men to 
im our ikelefeonregimeata woold be more oonvinoing as to our national per- 
petuity than an humble pardon to Jeff. Davie aod all his mided hoet 

The only goremmont needed or deserved by the States of Loaisiana, 
Arksasa% and ^^issis8ippi, now exists in Grant^s army. This needs, rimply, 
enough privates to fill its ranks ; all else will follow in due season. This 
army has its well-defined code of laws and practice, and can adapt itself to 
the w.'iiit?^ and nof .'ssities of a city, the country, the rivors, the sea, indoeJ 
to all pai tH of tills land. It better snhs. rves the inter«.st and policy of the 
Qeneral Govemmeot, and the people here prefer it to any weak or 6er> 
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Tile combination that would at once, from force of habit, revive and porpet* 
nate local prejadicea and passions. The people of this conntry have for« 
feited all right to a voice in the councils of the nation. They know it and 
feel it, and in after-years they will be the better citizens from the dear- 
bought experience of the present cri?*!!?- Let them learn now, and learn it 
well, that good citizens must obey as well as command. Obedience to law, 
absolute — yea, even abject — is tlio lesson that this war, under Providence, 
will teach the free and enlightened American citizen. As a nation, we shall 
be the better for it. 

I never have apprehended foreign interference in our family quarrel. 
Of course, governments founded on a different and it may be an antago- 
nistic principle with ours naturally feel a pleasure at our complications, and, 
it may be, wbh our down&U ; but in the end England and France will Join 
with Of ia JahQ«ti<m at the triumph of oonstitiitioiiil gOTernment avw 
HMtioo. Even now the Eng^Uli manifeflt this. I do not profess to under- 
stend NapoIeon^s design in ICexioo^ and I do not see that his taking military 
poss sBs lon of Hezioo conoeros na. We have as mnch territory now as we 
want The Hezioans have fafled in self-goTemmenty and it was a question 
as to what aatioii she should fall a prey. That is now solved, and I don't 
see that we are damaged. We have the finest part of the liTorth Amerioaa 
Continent, all we ean people and can take care of; and, if we can suppress 
rebellion in oar own land, and compose tlie strife generated by it, we shall 
have enough people^ resources, and wealth, if well combined, to defy in- 
terference from any and every quarter, 

I therefore Iiojio the Govemment of the United States will continue, as 
heretofore, to collect, in well-organized armies, the pliysical strength of 
the nation ; applying it, as heretofore, in assertinp: the natinnnl antliDrity; 
and in persevering, without relaxation, to the end. This, whether near or 
far otT, is not for us to say ; but, fortunately, wo have no choice. "We must 
succeed — no other choice is left us except degradation. The South must l>e 
ruled by ns, or she will rule us. We must conquer them, or oiusclvc:* bo 
conquered. Tiu re is no middle course. They ask, and will have, nothing 
else, and talk of compromise is bosh ; for we know they would even scorn 
the offer. 

I wish the war could have heen deferred for twenty years, till the 
•aperabmidaDt population of the North ooold flow hi and replace the losses 
enstained by war ; but this ooold not be, and we are forced to take things 
aa they are. 

All therefore I can now Tentnre to advise is to raise the draft to its 
mazimiim, fin the present reghnents to as large a standard as possible, 
and push the war, pure and simple. Great attention should be paid to 
the discipline of onr armies^ for on them may be fonnded the future sta* 
bility of the GoTemment 
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TLe cost of the war is, of coarse, to be coDsidered, but flnaiieet wiD 
a^ust theiDfelTM to the actual state of afliUn; and, even if we would, we 
oonld not diange the cost Indeed, the larger the oost now, the lees will 
it be in the end ; for the end most be attained somehow, regardless of 
loss' of life and treasore, and is merely a qnestion of time. 

EzoQse so long a letter. With great respect, eto^ 

W. T. SniBMAir, MaJor^Oenan^ 

General Halleck, on receipt of this letter, telegraphed me 
that Mr. Lincoln had read it carefully, and had instrdcted him 

to obtain my consent to have it published. At the time, I pre- 
ferred not tu ])Q (Iniwii into any newspaper controversy, and so 
wrote to General llalleck ; and the above letter has never been, 
to my knowledge, published ; though ^fr. Lincoln more than 
once referred to it with marks of approval. 

HftUMtrAKTEns FirreBNrn Arky C «ri!'?. J 
Camf on Bio Black, iS^j/Umber 17, ls<jS. ) 

Brigadkr- General J. A. Bawlxns, Acting Assistant Aii^jutant-Geniral^ 

Vichhurf/, 

Dear GayERAL: I incloso for your perusal, and for you to read to 
General Grant such parts as yon deem interesting, letters received by rae 
from Prof. Mulian and General llalleck, with my answers. After you have 
read mj answer to General Htill<»ck, I beg joa to inclose it to its address^ 
and return mo the others. 

I think Prof. Mahan's very marked encomium upon the campai^ of 
Vicksburg is so flattering to General Grant, that you may offer to let him 
keep the letter, if he values such a testimunial, I have never written a 
word to General Halleok since my report of last December, after the alTair 
at Qhiokaaaw, except a short letter a few days ago, thanking him for the 
Idnd manner of his tranimitting to me the appointment of brigadier-gcDerai. 
I know that in Washington I am inoomprehensible, beeanse at the oatset 
of the war I would not go it blind and nuh headlong into a war unprepared 
and with an utter Ignorance of its extent and purpose. I was then con- 
stmed fummd; and now that I insist on war pore and stmple, with no 
admixture of civil compromises, I am supposed TindictiTe. You remember 
what Polonius said to his son Lasrtet: Beware of entrance to a quarrel; 
but, being in, bear it, that the opposed ma.j beware of thee.** What is true 
of the single man, is equallj true of a nat&on. Our leaders seemed at first 
to thirst for the quarrel^ willing, even anxioas, to array against us all pos- 
sible elements of opposition ; and now, being in, they would hasten to quit 
long before the opposed " has received that lesson which he needs. I 
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wonld maice this war as seyere as possible, and show no symptoms of tiring 
till the South begs for mercy ; indeed, I knoTv, nnd yon Iviiow, that the end 
would be reached quicker by such a course than by any seeming yielding 
on our part. I don't want our Government to be bothered by patching up 
local governments, or by trying to reconcile any class of men. Tho South 
has done her worst, and now is the time for us to pile on our blows thick 
ttad fast. 

Instead of postponing tho draft till after the election?, wo oiiu'Iit now to 
have our ranks full of drafted men ; and, at best, if they como uL ail, Liiey will 
reach ns when we should be in motion. 

I think General HaUeck would like to have tho honest, oandid opinions 
of an otf ns, viz., Grant, HoFheraon, and Sherman. I bara ^rea mine, and 
would prefer, oif ooorse^ that it should ooinoidd with the others. StiU, no 
matter what mj opinion may be, I can aaailjr adapt mj oondnot to the 
plana of otheiv, and am only too happy when I find theirs better than 
minew 

If no troable^ please show Halleek^s letter to ICoPberson, and ask him 
to write also. I know hia regiments are like mhie (mere squads), and need 
filling np. Yours tmlx, 

T. SHSRMATr, Miyor-Omeral, 
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CHAPTER Zm. 

« 

OHATTAXrOOOA AKD XKOZYILLE. 
JUX.T 10 SXOEIIBXB, IMS. 

AmcB the fall of YickBbTUgy and its oorollaiy, Port Hod* 
son, the ICissifisippi Blyer was wliollj in tlie poBsesaion of the 
Fmon foreefl, and fonned a perfect line of separation in the ter 

ritories of our opponents. Thenceforth, they could not cross it 
save by stealth, and the niilitaiy affairs on its west bank be- 
came unimportant. Grant's army had pcemin'^ly completed its 
fihare of the work of war, and lay, as it were, idle for a time. In 
person General Grant went to New Orleans to confer with Gen- 
eral Bankfl^ and his victorious army was somewhat dispersed. 
Parke's corps (Ninth) returned to Eentnckj, and afterward 
formed part of Ihe Army of the Ohio, under General Bumside ; 
Ord's corps (Thirteenth) was sent down to Natchez, and gradu- 
ally drifted to Xew Orleans and Texas; McPherson's (Seven- 
teenth) remained in and near Vicksburg; Hurlbut's (Sixteenth) 
was at Memphis ; and mine (Fifteenth) was encamped along the 
Big Black| about twenty miles east of Vicksburg. This corps 
was composed of four divisions : Steele's (the First) was posted 
at and near the railroad-bridge ; Blair's (the Second), next in 
orderi near Parson Fox's ; the Third Division (Tnttle's) was 
on the ridge about the head of Bear Creek; and the Fourth 
(Swing's) was at Messinger's For J. !Mj own headquarters 
were in tents in a fine grove of old oaks near Parson Fox's 
liou5e, and the battalion of the Thirteenth Regulars was the 
neadquarters guard. 

^1 the camps were arranged for health, comfort, rest, and 
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drill. It being midBammer, we did not expect aaj change till 
the autumn months^ and aoooidinglj made oonelyes as comfort 
able as poesible. There was a short railroad in. operation from 
Tieksborg to the bridge across the Big Black, whence supplies 

in abundance were hauled to our respective camps. With a 
knowledge of this fact !Mrs. Sherman came down from Ohio 
with Minnie, Lizzie, "Willie, and Tom, to pay us a visit in our 
camp at Parson Fox's. Willie was then nine years old, was 
well advanced for his years, and took the most intense interest 
in the affairs of the army. He was a great favorite with the 
soldiers, and nsed to ride with me on horseback in the nnmer- 
OTis drills and reviews of the time. He then had the promise 
of as long a life as any of my children, and displayed more in- 
terest in the war than anv of them. He was called a " ser- 
geant" in the regular battalion, learned the manual of arms, 
and regularly attended the parade and guard-mounting of the 
Thirteenth, back of my camp. "We made frequent visits to 
Vicksbuig, and always stopped with General McFherson, who 
bad a laige honse, and boarded with a family (Mrs. Edwards's) in 
which were several interesting young ladies. General Grant 
occupied another house (Mrs. Lum's) in Yickshiirg during that 
Bummer, and also had his family with him. The time passed 
very agreeably, diversified only by little events of not much 
significance, among which I will recount only one. 

While we occupied the west hank of the Big Black, the 
east bank was watdied by a rebel cavalry-division, commanded 
by Gtoeral Armstrong. He had four brigades, commanded by 
Generals Whitfield, Stark, Cosby, and Wirt Adams. Quite fre- 
quently they communicated with us by flags of truce on trivial 
matters, and we reciprocated, merely to observe them. One day 

a flag of truce, borne by a Captain U of Louisville, Kentucky, 

escorted by about twenty-five men, was reported at Messinger^s 
Ferry, and I sent orders to let them come right into my tent. 
This brought them through the camps of the Fourth Division, 
and part of the Second ; and as they drew np in front of my 

tent, I invited Captain B and another officer with him (a 

major from Mobile) to dismount, to enter my tent, and to make 
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themselTeB at home. Their emrt was sent to joiu mine^ with 
ordera to fonufih them forage and every thing they wmnted. 

B had brouirlit a sealed letter for General Grant at Vicks- 

burg, wliich was dispatched to him. In the evening we had a 

good supper, witli wine and C)£i:ars, and, as we sat talking, B 

spoke of his father and mother, in Louisville, got leave to write 
them a long letter without its being read by any one, and 
then we talked about the war. He said: ''What ia the use 
of yonr persevOTUigf It ia aimply Imposaible to sahdoe eight 
milliona of people ; " asserting that the feeling in the South 
had become so embittered that a reconciliation was impocsible." 
I answered that, "sitting as we tlien were, we appeared very 
comfortable, and surelv there was no tr<)iil>le in our beeomiiii? 
friends." " Yes," said he, that is very true of us, but we are 
gentlemen of education, and can easily adapt om^lves to any 
condition of things; but this would not apply equally well to the 
common people^ or to the common soldiera." I took him oat to 
the camp-fires behind the tent, and there were the men of his 
escort and mine mingled together, drinking their coffee, and 

liappy as soldiers always seem. I asked B what he thought 

of that, and he admitted that I had the best of the argument. 
Before I dismissed this flag of truce, his coiupanion consulted 
me confidentially as to what disposition he ought to make of hia 
family, then in Mobile> and I frankly gave him the best advice 
I could. 

While we were thua lying idle in camp on the Big Blac^ 
the Army of the Cumberland, under Gfeneral Bosecrans, was 

moving against Bragg at Chattanooga; and tlio Army of the 
Ohio, General Bumside, was marching toward East Tennessee. 
General Eosecrans was so confident cf success that he some- 
what scattered his command, seemingly to surround and cap- 
ture Bragg in Chattanooga; but the latter, reenforced from 
Yiigini% drew out of Chattanooga, concentrated hia anny at 
Lafayette^ and at Chibkamauga f^ on Bo8ecran% defeated 
him, and drove him into Chattanooga. The whole country 
seemed paralyzed by this unhappy event ; and the authorities in 
"Washington wei*e thoroughly stampeded. From the East the 
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Eleventh Coi-ps (Slocum), and tlie Twelfth Corps (Howard), 
"were sent by rail to Kashville, and forward under command of 
General Hooker ; orders "were also Bent to General Grant, by 
Halleck, to send what reenforcements lie could spare immedi- 
ately toward Chattanooga. 

Bragg Lad completely driven KosecraiiB'B army into Chatta- 
nooga; the latter was in actual danger of starrataon, and the 
railroad to Mb rear aeemed inadequate to his sapply. The first 
intimation which I got of this disaster was on the 22d of Sep- 
tember, by an order from General Grant to dispatch one of my 
divisions immediately into Yicksburg, to toward Chattanooga, 
and I desitrnatt d the First, General Osterliuus — Steele mean- 
time having been appointed to the command of tlic Dej^niiment 
of Arkansas, and had gone to Little Rock. General Osterhaus 
marched the same day, and on the 23d I was summoned to 
Yicksburg in person, where General Grant showed me the 
alarming dispatches from General Halleck, which had been sent 
ftom Memphis by General Horlbut, and said, on further 
Uiought, that he would send me and my whole corps. Eut, inas- 
much as one division of McPherson's corps (John E. Smith's) 
had already started, he in^tructed me to leave one of my di- 
visions on the Big Black, and to get the otlier two ready to fol- 
low at once. I designated the Second, tlien commanded by 
Brigadier-Genenil Giles A. Smith, and the i ourth, commanded 
by Brigadier General Corse. 

On the 25th I returned to my camp on Big Black, gave all 
the necessary orders for these divisions to move, and for the 
Third (TuttWs) to remain, and went into Yicksburg with mj 
family. The last of my corps designed for this expedition 
started from camp on the 27th, reached Yicksburg the 28th, 
and were embarked on boats provided for them. General 
Halleck's dispatches dwelt upon the fact that General Eose- 
crans's routes of supply were overtaxed, and thi.t we should 
move from Memphis eastward, repairing railroads as we pro- 
gressed, as far as AUiens, Alabama, whonce I was to report to 
General Bosecrans^ at Chattanooga, by letter. 

I took passage for myself and family in the steamer Atlan« 
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tic, Captida Hemy MeDongall. Whsa the boat was ready to 
9tar^ Willie was musiiig. Mra. Shennan aappoeed him to baite 
been with me, wheieas I snppoBed he was with her. An ofiS- 

cer of tlie Thirteenth went up to General McPhersoifs liouse 
for him, and soon returned, with Captain Clift leading him, 
carrying in his hands a Bmall donl>le-])arreled ^hot-gun ; and I 
joked him about carryiDg away captured property. In a short 
time we got off. As we all stood on the gnards to look at our old 
campa at Yooog'a Pointy I remarked that Willie was not well, 
and he admitted that he was aide His mother pnt him to bed, 
and oonanlted Dr. Boler, of the Fifty-fifth IllinoiB, who f oimd 
symptoms of typhoid fever. The river was low ; we made slow 
progress till above Helena ; and, as we approached Memphis, 
Dr. Rolcr told me that Willie's life was in danger, and he was 
extremely anxious to reach Memphis for certain medicines and 
for consultation. We arrived at Memphis on the 2d of October, 
carried Willie up to the Gayoso Hotel, and got the most experi- 
enced pfayaician there, who acted with Dr. fioler, bnt he sank 
rapidly, and died the evening of the 8d of October. The blow 
was a tenrible one to na all, so sadden and so nnexpected, that 
I could not help reproaching myself for having consented to his 
visit in that sicklv rcrrion in the summer-time. Of all mv chil- 
dren, he seemed the most precious. Bom in San Francisco, I 
had watched with intense interest his development| and he 
seemed more than any of the children to take an interest in 
my special profession. Mrs* Shennan, Mimue^ lisziei and 
Tom, were with him at the time, and we all, helpless and over- 
whelmed, saw him die. Being in the veiy midst of an impor- 
tant military enterprise, I had hardly time to pause and think 
of my personal loss. We procured a metallic casket, and had 
a military funeral, the battalion of the Thirteenth United States 
"Regulars acting as escort from the Gayoso Hotel to the steam- 
boat Grey £f«gle, which conveyed him and my family up to 
Cairo, whence they proceeded to onr home at Lancaster, Ohio,* 
where he was bnried* I here give my letter to Captain C C. 
Smith, who commanded the battalion at the time, as ezhiintlng 
oor intense feelings : 
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C^tain 0. 0. SioiB, Mmmandinif Battalion Thirtemth United 8taU$ 

Mt deab Fbien^d : I cannot sleep to*iuglit till I record an cxpressioii of 
the deep feelings of mj heart to you, tnd to the otHcers and soldiers of the 
battalion, for their kind behavior to my poor child. I realize that jou all 
feel for my family the attachment of kindred, and I assure yoo of fall 

reciprocity. 

Consistent Tvith a sense of duty to my profession and office, I could not 
leave mv post, and sent for tlio family to coiuo to me in that fatal climate, 
and in that sickly period of the year, and behold the result! The child 
that boro my name, and in whose future I reposed with more confidenco 
than I did in my own plan of life, now floats a mere corpse, seeking a grave 
in a distant land, with a weeping mother, brother, and aifiters, clustered 
about him. For myself, I ask no sympathy. On, on I must go, to meet a 
soldier's fate, or live to see our country rise superior to all factions, till its 
flag is adored and respected by ourselves and by all the powers of tiie curth. 

But WUUe was, or thooght he was, n sergeant in the Thhrteeuth. I 
bare seen his eye brighten, his heart heat, as he beheld the battalion under 
aims, and asked me if thej were not real soldiers. Ohild as he was, he had 
the enthnsissm, the pure love of tmth, honor, and lo?e of ooontry, which 
should animate all soldiers. 

God only knows why he should die thus young. lie is dead, but will 
not he forgotten till those who knew him in liife haye followed him to that 
same mysterious end. 

Please convey to the battalion my heart-fblt thauks, and assure each and 
all that if in after-years tliey call on mo or min^ and mention that they 
were of the Thirteenth Regulars when Willie was a sergeant, they will 
have a key to the afifections of my family that will open all it has; that we 
will shore with them our last blanket, our last crust 1 Your friend, 

W. T. Sbbsmah, Mcj^r-QtMraL 

Loner afterward, in tlie spring of 1867, we had his body dis- 
interred and brought to St, Louisy where he is now buried in a 
beautiful spot, in Calvaiy Cemeterfi bj tlie side of another 
ehildi CharleBy" who was bom at Lancaster, in the smnmer of 
1864, died early, and was bmied at Notre Bame, Indiana. His 
body was tranrferred at tbe same time to tbe same spot. Orer 
WiUie's grave is erected a beautiful marble monument, doslgnud 
and executed by the officers and soldiers of that battahon which 
claimed him as a sergeant and comrade. 
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Daring the summer and fall of 1S63 Major-General S. A. 
Hnrlbnt was in command at Hemplua. He rapplied me copies 
of a]l diapatchea from Waahington, and all the information he 
poBsessed of the events abont Chattanooga. Two of these dis- 
patches cover all essential points : 

WAsmjfOTos CiTT, SipUnUfiT 15, lS'>o— i r. x. 
Mcyor-GerurcU S. A. Huslbct, Memphis: 

All the troops that can possibly be spared in West Tennessee and on tba 
Mississippi Hiver should be sent without delay to As»st General Boa ecra as 

on the Tennessee River. 

Urge Sherman to act with all possible promptness. 

If you have boats, send them down to bring up his troops. 

Information just received iadicatea that a part of Lee's army has been 
lent to reenforce Bragg. 

H. W. HaxxacK, G^mmMii-CAf^ 

Wabulnotoit, S^temUr 19, 1863—4 r. ^ 
Major-O^Mifal S. A. Hcblbut, JftmjpAti) JaMMMM.* 

Give ne definite fnfonnatioii of the number of troops sent toward 
Decatur, and where they are. Also, what other troops are to follow, and 
when. 

Has any thing been heard from the troops ordered from Yickabnrg? 
No efforts most be spared to support Beseorana'a right, and to goard the 
crossings of the Tennessee Birer. 

Hy special orders were to repair the Memphis 6c Charles- 
ton Bailroad eastward as I progressed, aa f ar aa Athens, Alft> 
l)am% to draw si^pliea bj that ronte, so that, on reaching 
Athens, we shoold not be dependent on the roads back to l^ash* 
ville, already overtaxed by the demand of Kosecrans^s army. 

On reaching Memphis, October 2dj I found that Octerhaus's 
division had already gone by rail as far as Corinth, and that 
John E. Smith's division was in the act of starting by cars. 
Tlie Second Division, then commanded by Brigadier-General 
Giles A. Smith, reached Memphis at the same time with mc ; 
and the Fourth Division, commanded bj Brigadier^s^eial 
John M. Gone, arrived a day or two after. The railroad was in 
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fur oondition as far as Oorinth, ninetj^ix miles, but the road 
WBB badly stocked with locomotiYes and cars, so that it tools 
until the 9th to get off the Second Division, when I gave or* 

ders for the Fourth Divifiion and wagon-trains to march bj the 
common road. 

On Sunday nioniing, October 11th, with a special train 
loaded with our orderHes and clerks, the horses of our staff, the 
battalion of the Thirteenth United States liegolars, and a few 
officers going forward to join their commanda^ among them 
Brigadier^neral Hngh Swing, I started for Oorii^th. 

At Germantown, eight miles, we passed (Worse's dividon 
(Fourth) on the march, and abont noon the train ran by the 
depot at Colliersville, twenty-six miles out. I was in the rear 
car with my staff, dozing, but observed the train slacking speed 
and stopping about half a mile beyond the depot. I noticed 
some soldiers running to and fro, got out at the end of the car, 
and soon Colonel Anthony (Sixty-sixth Indiana), who com- 
manded the post, rode np and said that his pickets had jnst 
been driven in, and there was an appearance of an attack hj a 
large force of cavalry coming from the southeast. I ordered 
the men to get off the train, to form on the knoll near the 
railroad-cut, and soon observed a rebel officer riding toward us 
with a white flag. Colonel Anthony and Colonel Dayton (one 
of my aides) were sent to meet him, and to keep liim in con* 
Tersation as long as possible. They soon returned, saying it 
was the adjutant of the rebel general Chalmers, who demai^ed 
the surrender of the place. I instmcted them to retom and 
give a negative answer, bnt to delay him as mnch as possible, 
60 as to give us time for preparation. I saw Anthony, Day- 
ton, and the rebel bearer of the liag, in conversation, and the 
latter turn his horse to ride back, when I ordered Colonel Mc- 
Coy to run to the station, and get a message over the wires as 
quick as possible to Memphis and Germantown, to hurry forward 
Corse's division. I then ordered the train to back to the depot, 
and drew back the battalion of regulars to the small earth re* 
doubt near it. The depot-building was of brick, and had been 
punctured with loop-holes. To its east, about two hundred 
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jBids, was a small sqiiare eardiwork or forty into wbidi wen 
pot a part of the regulan along with the company of the Sixtr- 

sbrth Indiana already there. The rest of the men were di^- 
tributed into the railroad-cut, and in some shallow ritlc-trenches 
near the depot. We had hardly made tlie.^e preparations whea 
the enemy ^vas seen forming in a Jong line on the hdge to the 
south, about four hundred yards off, and soon after two parties 
of cavaliy passed the lailroad on both aides of jib, catting llie 
wires and tearing np some rails. Soon they opened on ns with 
artillery (of which we had none), and their men were dismoimt* 
ing and preparing to assanlt. To the south of ns was an ex- 
tensive cornfield, with the com still standing, and on the other 
side was the town of Colliersviile. All the houses near, that 
could give shelter to the enemy, were ordered to be set on Hre, 
and the men were instructed to keep well under cover and to r^ 
ser^e their fire for the assault, which seemed inevitable. A long 
line of rebel skiimishers came down through the oornfield, and 
two other parties approached ns along the railroad on both sides. 

In the fort was a small magazine containing some cartridges. 
Lieutenant James, a fine, giillaiit fellow, who was ordnance-otfieer 
on my FtafT, a^ked leave to ann the orderlies and clerks with 
B(^ine muskets which he had found in the depot, to which I con- 
sented ; lie marched them into the magazine, issued cartridges, 
and marched back to the depot to assist in its defense. After- 
ward he came to me, said a party of the enemy had got into the 
woods near the depot, and was annoying him, and he wanted to 
charge and drive it away. I advised him to be extremely cau- 
tious, as our enemy vastly outnumbered us, and had every ad- 
vantage in position and artillery; but instructed him, if they 
got too near, he might make a sally. Soon after, I heard a 
rapid fire in that quarter, and Lieutenant James wa^ brought 
in on a stretcher, with a ball through his breast, which I sup- 
posed to be fatal.* The enemy closed down on us several times, 

* After the fipht we sent him back to ^romplii?, where his mother an d father 
came from their home on the North River to nurse birn. Youag James vais recov- 
ering from hiH wound, but was aft« rward killed by a fall from hia horse, near hia 
bone, when riding with the dau^^hier:! of ^r. U&uiilton Fi^b, Qow Secretary of State. 
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and got poBsefifflon of tlie rear of our train, from which they 

eucceedecl in gettini,^ five of OTir Lorses, among tlieiu my favorito 
mare Dolly; but our men were cool and practised shots (with 
great experu nee acqnircd at Vick.sbur<r), J^nd drove them back. 
With their artillery they knocked to pieces our locomotive and 
several of the cars, and set fire to the train ; but we managed to 
get possessiott again, and extinguished the fire. Colonel Auden- 
xeid| aide-de-camp, was piOToked to find that his valiee of nice 
- fliurts had been need to kindle the fire. The fighting continned 
all round na for three or four honra, when we observed signs 
of .drawing oil, which I attributed to the rightfal canse, the 
rapid approach of Corse's division, which arrived about dark, 
having marched the whole distance from Memphis, twenty-six 
miles, on the double-quick. The next day we repaired damages 
to the railroad and locomotive, and went on to Corinth. 

At Corinthi on the 16th, I received the following important 
dispatches: 

KsMnnt, OaUibtr 14, 18dS— 11 a. v. 

Arrived this monuog. WiU be off in a few hours. Hj orders are onl j 
to go to Osiro^ and report from tiiere by telegraph. McPherson will ha 
In Oanton to-daj. He will remain tlicro until Sunday or Mondaj next, 
and reconnoitre as ftr eastward as possible with cavalry, in the mean time. 

U. S. QBA2IT, Major-GsneraL 

WA nutf i OH, (ktob9t 14, 1863—1 f. il 
M^OT'Omenl W. T. Sbbsmav, Corinth : 

Yonrs of the 10th is received. The hnportant matter to be attended to 
' la that of snpplies. When Eastport ean be reached hj boats, the use of the 
tiUlroad can be dispensed with; bat nntU that time it most be guarded as 
far sa nsed. The kentaoky Bailroad ean barely snpplj General Rosecrans. 
All these matters most be left to your Judgment as droomstances may arise. 
Should the enemy be so strong as to prevent yoor going to Athens, or 
ooiraeeting with General Bosecrans, yoo will nevertheless have assisted 
him greatly by drawing away a part of the enemy's forces. 

H. W. Uallbox, Ma^ar-GeneraU 

On the ISth, with my stafl and a small escort, I rode forward , 
to Bomsville, and on the 19th to luka, where, on the next day, 
I was most agreeahl j surprised to hear of the arrival at Eaatport 
28 
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(only ten miles off) of two ganboata^ under the command el 
Captain FhelpSi which had been aent np the Tennessee KiYcr 
by Admiral Porter, to help ns. 

Satisfied that, to reach Athens and to commmiicate with Qea- 

eral Rosecrans, we should have to take the route uorth of the 
Tennessee Iliver, on the 24th I ordered the Fourth Division to 
cross at Eastport with the aid of the gunboats, and to move to 
Florence. About the same Ume, I received the general orders 
assigning General Grant to command the Military Diyision of 
the HissisBippi, anfhorizing him, on reaching Chattanooga, tc 
snpenede General Bosecrans by General Geoige H. Thomas, 
with other and complete anthority, as set forth in the following 
letters of General llallcck, which were sent to rac bv General 
Grant ; and tlie same orders devolved on me the conimaud of 
the Department and Army of the Tennessee. 

nBACQOAJt-nCHS OF TH« AjUfT, ) 

WASBisaTox, D. C, October 16, lSd3. ) 

M(yor' General U. S. Grant, LouUcille. 

General: You will receiro herewith the orders of the Presklent of the 
United States, placing you in command of tho Departments of the Ohio, 
Cumberland, and Tennessee. Tho orjianization of these departments 
be changed as you may deem most practicable. You will immediately pro- 
ceed to Chattanooga, and relievo General Rosecrans. You can coniraTini- 
cato with Generals Burnside and Sherman by telegraph. A summary of 
tho orders sent to these olBcers will bo sent to you immediately. It is left 
optiunul with you to snpersede Generiil Rosecransby General G. H. Thomas 
or not. Any other changes will be made oii your request by tole<rram. 

One of the first objects requiring your attention is the supply of your 
armies. Aoother is the seoiiritj of tiio ptases in the Cteoigia mountains, 
to shut oat the enemy from Tennessee and Eentackj. Ton wiU oonMdl 
with Qeneral Meigs and Oolonel Soott in ragard to transportation and sup- 
plies. 

Should eironmstances permit, I will visit jon personallj in a few days 
for oonsnltation. 

IL W. Hallbox, OenMnl-in'Chi^^ 

TTEMiorARTERa or thk Aricy, ( 
W'AsuuioTu.H, D. C, Ociobtr 1S63. » 

MBQ9r*0entral GnAvr, LouinHU* 

ODrsBA.L ; In compliance with my promise, I now proceed to give you 
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a brief statement of the ol^ects aimed at by General Roaeerans and Gen- 
eral Burnslde's niovement into East Tennessee, and of the measures directed 

to be taken to attain theso objects. 

It has been the constant desire of tlic government, from the beginning 

of the war, to rescue tho loyal inliabitants of East Tennessee from the 
hands of tlio rebels, who fully appreciated tlie importance of continuing 
their hold uj)on that country. In addition to tho hirge amount of agricult- 
ural protlucts drawn from tho upper valley of tho Tennessee, they also 
obtained iron and other materials from tho vicinity of Chattanooga. The 
possession of East Tennessee would cut olf one of their most important rail- 
road commumcations, and threaten their manafactories at Komo, Atlanta, 
etc. 

\rhen General Buell was ordered into East Tennessee in tho stmimor of 
1802, Chattanooga was comparatively unprotected; but Bragg reached 
there before Buell, and, by threatening his communications, forced him to 
retreat on KasbyQle and LooisviUe. Again, after the battle of Perryrille, 
General Bnell was nrged to porsoe Bragg's defeated army, and drive it from 
East Tennessee. The same was nrged npon his snooessor, bnt &e lateness 
of the season or other eanses prevented ftirther operations after the battle 
of Stone Biver. 

Lsst spring, when yonr movements on the Mississippi Biver had drawn 
ont of Tennessee a large foroe of the enemj, I again nrged General Bote- 
crans to take advantage of that opportunity to carry ont Us projected plan 
of campaign, General Burnside heing ready to cooperate, with a diminished 

bnt still efficient force. Bat he could not be persuaded to act in time^ pre- 
ferring to lie still till your campaiLrn should bo terminated. I represented 
to him, but without avail, that by this delay Johnston might be able to 
reenforce Bra^rg with the troops then operating against you. 

When General Kosecrans finally determined to advance, ho was allowed 
to select his own linos and plans for carrying out tlio objects of the expedi- 
tion. He was direeted, however, to report his movements daily, till he 
crossed tho Tennessee, and to connect his left, so far as possible, with Gen- 
eral Burnside's right. General Burnside was directed to move simultane- 
ously, connecting his right, as far as possible, with General liosecrans's left, 
so that, if tho enemy concentrated upon either army, tho other could movo 
to its assistance. "When General Burnside reached Kingston and Knosyille, 
and found no considerable number of the enemy in East Tennessee, he was 
initmcted to move down the river and co<^perate with Genml Boseonms. 

These instmctions were repeated some fifteen times, bnt were not car- 
ried ont, General Bnmside alleging as an excuse that he believed that 
Bragg was in retreat, and that General Boseorans needed no retoforoe- 
ments. When the latter had gained possession of Chattanooga he was di- 
rected not to move on Borne as he proposed, bnt simply to hold the monn- 



« 



Digiiizeo by Google 



OHATTAKOOGA AND KNOXVILLE 



4 



tarn-passes, so as to i>revc;nt the ingress of the rebels into East ToTmes^-e. 
That object acconipU»hed, I considered the campaiirn as ended, at kast for 
the present. Future operations would depend upon the ascertained strength 
and movements of the cnemv. In other words, the main objects of the 
campaign wcro the rtstoration of Ea»t Tennessee to the Union, and by 
holding the two extremitiec of the yalley to secure it from rebel invasioiL 

The moment I leoeiTed reluble InformAtioii of the departure of I^ong^ 
•treet^e oorpe from the Anaj of the Potomac, I ordered forward to GeDcnl 
Roeeorane ererj avaOaUe man in the Department of the Ohio, and aigua 
urged General Bnmaide to moTe to his aasistanee. I also telegraphed to 
Geoerali Hnrlhat) Shennan, and yoorBel^ to aend forward all a^faOaUe 
troopa in jour department. If these forces had been sent to Genersl 
Bosecrans by Nashville, thej could not have been supplied; I therefore di- 
rected them to move hj Corinth and the Tennessee l^ter. The necessi^ 
of thh has been proved by the fact that the reOnforccraent? sent to him from 
the Array of the Potomac have not been aMo. fnr the want of r^lroad trans* 
portation, to reach General Ilosecrans's army in the ficKl. 

In regard to the relative strength of the opposing armies, it is bi4ieved 
that General Rosecrans when he first moved against Bragjr had double, if 
not treble, his force. General Burnsidc, also, had more than double the 
force of Buckner; and, oven when Bragg and Buckner united, liosecransa 
army was Tery greatly superior in number. Even the eighteen thousand 
men aent from Tirgiida, under Longftreet, would not haye given the oiemj 
the toperioritj. It is now ascertained that the greater part of the prisoners 
paroUed by yon at Yiekahnrg, and General Banks at Port Hndwm, were 
illegally tsad improperly declared exdianged, and forced into Uie ranks to 
awell the rebel numbers at Ohiokamauga. This outrageous act, in Tiola* 
tion of the laws of war, f)i the cartel entered into by the rebel authoritiea» 
and of all sense of honor, gires ns a useful lesson in regard to the character 
of the enemy with whom we are contending. He neither regards the rules 
of civilized warfare, nor even his most solemn engagements. You may, 
therefore, expect to meet in arms thousands of uuexchangcd prisoners re- 
leased by you and others on parole, not to servo again till duly exchanged. 

Although tlio enemy by this disgriiceful means has boon able to concen- 
trate in Georgia and Alabama a mucli larger force tlian we anticipated, yonr 
armies will be abundantly able to defeat him. Your difficulty will not be 
in the want of men, but in the means of supplying them at this season of 
the year. A single-track railroad can supply on army of sixty cwr seventy 
thoQSsnd men, wi& the nsosl immber of oavalry and artillery ; but beyond 
that nnmber, or with a large monnted force, the difficulty of supply is very 
great 

I do not know the present condition of the road from Kaahyille to De- 
catnr, but, if practicable to repair it, the use of that triangle will be of 
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great aasiatanco to you. I hope, also, that tho rocent rise of water in tho 
Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers will enable joxl to employ water trans- 
portation toNadiTiUei Eastport, or Florence. 

If 700 reoccapy the passes of Lookout Honntain, wliloh sbonld never 
have been given np, 70a will be able to nse the railroad and river from 
Bridgeport to Chattanooga.. This seems to me a matter of vital importance, 
and shoold receive 7onr earl/ attention. 

I submit this summary in the hope that it wiU assist yon in fully under- 
ttanding tho objects of tho campaign, and tho means of attaining these ob- 
jects. Probably the Secretary of War, in his interviews with yon at Loois* 
ville, has gone over the same ground. 

Whatever measures you may deem proper to adopt under existing cir- 
curastnneef?, you will receive all possible assistance from the authorities at 
Washington. You have never, heretofore, coinjiliined that such assistance 
has not been afforded you in your operations, and I think you will have no 
cause of complaint in your present campaign. Very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, U. W. llALLiicK, General- in- Chief. 

Genenil Frank P. Bhiir, who wa.s then ahe:id with the two 
divisions of Osteriiaus and John E. Smith, was temporarily as- 
signed to the command of the Fifteenth Corps. General Hurl- 
but remained at ^lemphis in command of the Sixteenth Oorpe^ 
and General McPherson at Yicksbnii^ with the Seventeenth. 
These three corps made np the Army of the Tennessee. 

I was still bnsj in pushing forward the repairs to the rail 
road-bridge at Bear Creek, and in patching up the many breaks 
between it and Tuscumbia, when on tlie ilTth of October, as 1 sat 
on the porch of a house, I was approachtMl l>y a dirty, black- 
haired individual witli mixed dress and strange demeanor, who 
inquired for me, and, on being assured that I was in fact the 
man, he handed me a letter from General Blair at Tuscumbia, 
and another short one, which was a telegraph-message from 
General Grant at Chattanooga, addressed to me through General 
Geoi^ Crook, commanding at Hnntsrille, Alabama, to this 
effect: 

Drop all work on Moinpliif^ <^ Charleston Railroad, cross the Tennessee, 
nnd hurry eastward with all possible dispatch toward Bridgeport, till you 
meet further orders from me. U. S. Gbant. 

The bearer of this message was Corporal Pike, who do- 
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scribed to me^ ia bis peculiar waj^ that General Crook had 
sent him in a canoe ; that he had paddled down the Tennessee 

Kivcr, over ^ruscle Shoals, was fired at all the way by guerrillas, 
but on readiiiig Tuscumbia he had providentially found it in 
possession of our troops. lie had reported to General l>lair, 
who pent liiiii on to me at luka. This Pike proved to be a 
singular character ; his manner attracted my notice at once, and 
I got him a horse^ and had him travel with m eastward to 
about Elkton, whence I sent him back to General Crook at 
Qnntsville ; but told him, if I could ever do him a personal 
service, ho might apply to me. The next sprint; when I was in 
Chattanooga, preparing for the Atlanta caiupaiij;ii, CuriH .r;il Pike 
made his appearance and asked a fulfillment of my ])roniUe, I 
inquired what he wanted, and he said he wanted to do some- 
thing bohly something that would make him a hero. I explained 
to him, that wo were getting ready to go for Joe Johnston at 
Dalton, that I expected to be in the neighborhood of Atlanta 
about the 4th of July, and wanted the bridge across the Savan- 
nah River at Augusta, Georgia, to be burnt about that time, to 
produce alarm and confusion behind the rebel army. I ex- 
plainc<l to Pike that the chances were three to one that he 
would be can;^ht and hanged ; but the greater the danger the 
greater seemed to be his desire to attempt it. I told him to 
select a companion, to disguise himself as an Fast Tennof^see 
refugee, work his way over the mountains into Korth Carolina, 
and at the time appointed to float down the Savannah River 
and bum that bridge. In a few days he had made his prepara- 
tions and took his departure. The bridge was not burnt, and 
I supposed that Pike had been caught and hanged. 

"When we reached Columbia, South Carolina, in February, 
1SC5, just as we were leaving tho town, in paasing near the 
asylum, I heard my name called, and saw a very dirty fellow 
followed by a file of men running toward me, and as they got 
near I recognized Pike. He called to me to identify him as 
one of my men ; he was then a prisoner under guard, and I in- 
stmcted the guard to bring him that night to my camp some 
fifteen miles up the road, which was done. Pike gave me a 
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grapbio nanatire of hh adventures, which would have filled a 
volume; told me how he had made two attempts to bum the 
bridge^ and failed; and said that at the time of our entering 
Columbia he was a prisoner in the hands of the rebels, under 

trial for his life, but in the confusion of their retreat he made 
Lis escape and got into our lines, where he was again made 
a prisoner by our troops because of his looks. Pike got some 
clothes, cleaned up, and I used him afterward to communicate 
with Wilmington, Xorth CaroHna. Some time after the war, 
he was appointed a lieutenant of the Begular Gavalrj, and was 
killed in Oregon, by the accidental dischaige of a pistoL Just 
before his death he wrote me, saying that he was tired of the 
monotony of garrison-life, and wanted to turn Indian, join the 
Cheyennes on the Plains, who were then giving us great trouble, 
and, after he had gained their confidence, he would betray them 
into our hands. Of course I wrote him that he must try and 
settle down and become a gentleman as well as an officer, apply 
himself to his dutieSi and forget the wild desires of liis nature, 
which were well enough in time of war, bnt not suited to his 
new condition as an officer; but, poor fellow! he was killed 
by an acddent, which probablj saTed him from a slower but 
harder fate. 

At luka I issued all the orders to !^^cP]lerson and Hurlbut 
necessary fur the Department of the Tennessee during' my 
absence, and, further, ordered the collection of a force out of 
the Sixteenth Corps, of about eight thousand men, to be com- 
manded by General G. M. I>odge, with orders to follow as far 
east as Athens^ Tennessee, there to await instructions. We 
instantiy disoontinned all attempts to repair the Charleston 
Kailroad; and the remaining three divisions of the Tifteenth 
Corps marched to Eastport, crossed the Tennessee Kiver by tlie 
aid of the gunboats, a ferrjM^oat, and a couple of transports 
which had come up, and hurried eastward. 

In person I crossed on the 1st of Xovember, and rode for- 
ward to Florence, where I overtook Swing's div ision. The other 
divisions followed rapidly. On the road to Florence I was ac- 
companied by mj staff, some clerks, and mounted orderlies. 
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Major Ezra Taylor was cliief of artillery, and one of his sons 
was a clerk at headquarters. The latter seems to have dropped 
out of the column, and gone to a farm-house near the road. 
There was no organized force of the rebel army north of the 
Tennessee Eiver, hut the country was full of guerrillas. A party 
of these pomiced down on the farm, caught young Taylor and 
another of the clerks, and after readiing Florence, Major Tay- 
lor heard of the capture of his son, and learned that when last 
seen he was stripped of his hat and coat, was tied to the tail- 
board of a wai^'on, and driven rapidly to the north of the road 
we liad traveled. The major appealed to me to do something 
for his rescue. I had no cavaliy to send in pursuit, but know- 
ing that there was always an nnderstanding between these 
gaerriUas and their friends who staid at home, I sent for three 
or four of the principal men of Florence (among them a Mr. 
Foster, who had once been a Senator in Congress), explained to 
them the capture of young Taylor and his comrade, and de- 
manded their iminediato restoration. They, of course, remon- 
strated, denied all knowledge of the acts of these guerrillas, and 
claimed to Ije peaceful citizens of Alabama, residing at home. 1 
insisted that these guerrillas were their own sons and neighbors; 
that they knew their hannts, and could reach them if they 
wanted, and they could effect the restoration to ns of these men ; 
and I said, moreover, they must do it within twenty-four hours, 
or I would take them, strip them of their hats and coats, and tie 
them to the tail-boards of our wagons till they were produced. 
They sent oti' messengers at once, and young Taylor and his 
comrade were brought back the next day. 

Resuming our march eastward by the large road, we soon 
reached Elk Eiver, which was wide and deep, and could only be 
crossed by a ferry, a process entirely too slow for the occasion ; 
so I changed the route more by the north, to Elkton, Winchester, 
and Deekerd. At this point we came in commnnieation with 
the Army of the Cumberland, and by telegra])h with General 
Grant, who was at Chattanooga. lie reiterated his orders for me 
and my command to hun-y forward with all possible dispatch, and 
iu person I reached Bridgeport during the night of I*^ovember 
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loth, my troops following "beliind by several roads. At Bridge- 
port I found a garrison guarding the railroad-bridge and pon- 
toon-bridge there, and Btaid with tlie quartermaster, Colonel 
William G. Lo Due (who waa my school-mate at IIow's School 
in 1836). There I receired a dispatch from General Grant, at 
Chattanooga, to oome up in person, leaving mj troops to follow 
as fast as possible. At that time there were two or three small 
Bteamboats on the riyer, engaged in carrying stores up as far as 
Kelly's Ferry. In one of these I took passage, and on reaching 
Kelly^s Fen'y fuund oi'derlies, with one of General (Grant's pri- 
vate horses, waiting for nic, on which I rode into Chattanooga, 
November 14th. Of court^e, I was heartily welcomed by Gen- 
erals Grant, Thomas, and all, who realized the extraordinary 
efforts we had made to oome to their relief. 

The next morning we walked out to Fort Wood, a prom- 
inent salient of the defenses of the place, and from its parapet 
we had a magnificent view of the panorama. Lookout Moun- 
tain, with its rebel Ihigs and batteries, stood out boldly, and an 
occasional shot fired toward AVauhatchee or Moccasin Point gave 
life to the scene. These shots could barely reach Chattanooga, 
and I was told that one or more shot had struck a hospital inside 
the lines. All along Missionary Eidge were the tents of the 
rebel beleaguering force; the lines of trench from Lookout up 
toward the Chickamauga were plainly Tisible ; and rebel senti- 
nelfl, in a continuous chain, were walking their posts in plain 
view, not a thousand yards off. " Wh}'," said I, General 
Grant, you arc besioired ; " and he said, " It is too true." Up 
to that moment I had no idea that things were so bad. The 
rebel lines actually extended from the river, below the town, to 
the river above, and the Army of the Cumberland was closely 
held to the town and its immediate defenses. General Grant 
pointed out to me a house on Missionary Eidge^ where General 
Bragg's headquarters were known to be. He also explained 
the situation of affairs wncrallv: that the mules and horses of 
Thomas's army were so starved that thev could not haul his 
guns ; that forage, com, and provisions, were so scarce that the 
men in hunger stole the few grains of com that wore given to 
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favorite horses ; that the men of Thomas's army had been so 
demoralized hj the battle of Chickamaiiga that he feared they 
could not be got out of their trenches to assume the offenave ; 

that 13rap:g had delacucd Longstreet with a cunsideral^le forte 
up into KaBt Tenncs<eo, to defeat and capture Burn side ; that 
Uuniside was in danger, etc. ; and that he (Grant) was ex- 
tremely anxious to attack Bragg in position, to defeat him, or 
at least to force him to recall Longstreet. The Army of the 
Onmberland had so long been in the trenches that he wanted 
my troops to hnrry up, to take the offensiye Jirs^f after vhidi, 
he had no donbt the Onmberland army wonld fight well. Mean- 
time the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, under General llookei*, 
had ])ecn advanced from Bridgeport along the niilroad to ^Vau- 
hatchee, hut could not as yet pass Lookout Mountain. A i>on- 
toon-bridgo had been thrown across the Tennessee liiver at 
] »rown's Ferry, by which supplies were hanled into Gliattanooga 
from Kelly's and Wanhatchee, 

Another bridge was in oonrse of constmction at Chattanooga, 
nnder the immediate direction of Qnartermaster^eneral Heigs, 
but at the time all wagons, etc., had to be ferried across by a fly- 
inj^-bridge. Men were busy and hard at work everywhere in- 
bide our lines, and boats for anotlier pontoon-liri«lge were being 
rapidly constructed under l>rigadier-General W. Y. Smith, famil- 
iarly laiown as Baldy Smith," and this bridge was destined to be 
nsed by my troops, at a point of the river about four miles above 
Chattanooga, just below the month of the Chichamanga River. 
Cteneral Grant explained to me that he had reconnoitred the rebel 
line from Lookont Mountain np to Chickamauga, and he believed 
that the northern portion of Missionary llidge was not fortified 
at all ; and he wanted me, as soon as my troops got up, to lay the 
new pontoon-bridge l>y night, cross over, and attack Bragg's 
right iiauk on that part of the ridge abutting on Chickamauga 
Creek, near the tunnel; and he proposed that wc should go at 
once to look at the ground. In company with Qenends Thomas, 
F. Smith, Brannan, and others, we crossed by the fiying- 
bridgc, rode back of the hills some four miles, left our hones, 
and got on a hill overlooking the whole ground about the 
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moiitiii of the Chickamauga Eivcr, and across to the Missionaiy 
Hills near the tnimel. Smith and I crept down behind a fringe 
of trees that lined the riTer-bank, to the r&rj point selected for . 
the new bridge, where we sat for some time, seeing the rebel 
pickets on the opposite bank, and almost hearing their words. 

Having seen enough, we returned to Chattanooga; and in 
order to Lurry up my command, on "svhieh so nmcli depended, I 
started back to Kelly's in hopes to catch the steamboat that same 
evening; but on my arrival the boat had gone. I applied to the 
commanding officer, got a rough boat manned by four soldiers, 
and started down the river bj night. I occasianallj took a turn 
at the oars to relieve some tired man, and abont midnight we 
reached Shell Monnd, where General Whittaker, of Kentucky, 
furnished us a new and good crew, with which we reached 
Bridgeport by daylight. I started Ewing's division in advance, 
with orders to turn aside toward Trenton, to make tlie cnemv 
believe we were going to turn Bragg's left by pretty much the 
same road Bosecrans had followed; but with the other tlirco 
divisions I followed the main road, via the Big Trestle at White- 
sides^ and reached G^eneral Hooker's headquarters, just above 
'Wauhatchee, on the 20th ; my troops strung all the way back 
to Bridgeport. It was on this occasion that the Fifteenth Corps 
gained its peculiar badije : as the men were trudging along tho 
deeply-cut, muddy road, of a cold, drizzly day, one of our AVest- 
era soldiers left his ranks and joined a party of the Twelfth 
Corps at their camp-fire. They got into conversation, the 
Twelfth-Corps men asking what troops we were, etc, etc. In 
turn, our fellow (who had never seen a corps-badge, and noticed 
that every thing was marked with a star) asked if thej were all 
brigadier-generals. Of course they were not, but the star was 
their corps-badge, and every wagon, tent, hat, etc., had its star. 
Then the Twelfth-Coi*ps men inquired what corps he belonged 
to, and he answered, " The Fifteenth Corps." "What is your 
badge r' ti^Vhy," said he (and he was an Irishman), suiting 
the action to the word, "forty rounds in the cartridge-box, 
and twenty in the pocket ! " At that time Blair commanded 
the corps ; but Logan succeeded soon after, and, hearing the 
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6l( >rv, adopted tlie caitridge-box and fortj rounds as tlie coj-ps- 
bad^e. 

The condition of the roads was Buch, and the bridge at 
Brown's so frail, that it was not until the 23d that vre got three 
of my divisions behind the hills near the point indicated above 
Chattanooga for crossing the river. It was determined to be- 
gin the battle with these three divisions, aided by a division of 
Thomas's army, commanded by General Jeff. C. I)a\ is, that was 
nlready near that point. All the details of the l)attle of Chatta 
nooga, so far as I was a witness, are so fully given in my offi- 
cial report herewith, that I need add nothing to it. It was a 
magnificent battle in its conception, in its ezecntion, and in its 
glorions resnlts; hastened somewhat by the supposed danger of 
Bnmside, at Knoxville, yet so completely snccessfnl, that noth- 
ing is left for cavil or fanlt-finding. The first day was lowering 
and overcast, favoring ns greatly, because we wanted to be con- 
cealed from Bragg, whose position on the mountain-t^i s com- 
pletely overlooked ns and our movements. The second day 
was beautifully clear, and many a time, in the midst of its car- 
nage and noise, I could not help stopping to look across that M 
vast field of battle, to admire its sublimity. 

The object of Ghmeral IBCooker's and my attacks on the ex- 
treme flanks of Bragg's position was, to disturb him to such an 
extent, that he would naturally detach from his centre as against 
us, so that Tliomua's army could break through his centre. The 
whole plan succeeded admirably ; but it was not until after dark 
that I learned the complete success at the centre, and received 
Greneral Grant's orders to pursue on the north side of Chicka- 
mauga Greek. 

1 iiUJ>QL' ABTER8 MiLITAKT DlTISIOH OV THZ KuSIBSIPFI, ) 

CHAiTAifoooA, TKmBMn, IfoMmbir S6, IWZ. ) 

General: Jio doubt yoa witnessed tlie handsome manner in which 
Thomases troops carried Missionary Ridgo this aftemoon, and can feel a just 
pride, too, in tbo part taken by the forces under your command in tiking 
first so mncb of tlio same ranpo of liills, and tlien in attracting the atteution I 
of 80 many of the enemy as to make Thomas's part certain of sucres''. The 
next thing now will bo to relieve Bomaide. I bsve heard from him to the 
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evening of the 23d. At that timo ho had from ten to twelve days' sapplieSi 
and spoke hopefully of being able to hold out that length of timo. 

My plan is to move your f Drccs out gradually until tlioy reach the rail- 
road between Cleveland and Dalton. Granger will move up the south side 
of the Tennessee with a culuum of twenty thousand men, takingno wagons, 
or but few, witti him. His men will carry fourdaya' rations, and the steamer 
Chottanooga, luadiid with rations, wiil accompany the expedition. 

I take it for granted that Bragg's entire force has left. If not, of course, 
file first thing is to dispose of him. If he has gone, the only thing neces- 
laiy to do to-morroir wiU be to send oat a reoonnoiiaanoe to aaoertaia the 
whereabouts of the enemj. Tours truly, 

XT. 8. Obaht, Mi^or" OmmL 

P. S. — On reflection, I tliink wo will push Bragg with all our 9tren;i;th 
to-morrow, and try if wo cannot cut otY a good portion of his rear troops 
and trains. His men have manifested a strong disposition to desert fur 
some timo past, and we will now give them a chance. I will instruct 
Thomas accordingly. Move the advaace force early, on the most easterly 
ro«d taken bj the enemy. T7. 8, O. 

Tids compelled me to reverse our column, so as to use the 
bridge across the Chickamauga at its mouth. The next day 
we fitrock the rebel lear at Ghickanuraga Station^ and a^ain near 
GraysviUe. There we came in contact with Hookei's and 
Palmer's troops, who had xeached BinggolcL There I detached 
Howard to cross Taylor's Ridge, and strike the railroad which 
cumes from tlio north by Cleveland to Dalttni. llookei 'ri troops 
were roninrhly handled at Hinggold, and the pursuit was checked. 
Receiving a note fruui (icncral Hooker, ahkini:^ ^i^'lp> I I'ode for- 
ward to Ringgold to explain the movement of Howard ; where 
I met General Grant, and learned that the rebels had again re- 
treated toward Dalton. He gave orders to discontinae the pur- 
snit, as he meant to tnm his attention to General Bnmside, 
supposed to be in great danger at Knoxville, abont one hnndred 
and tliirty miles northeast. General Grant returned and spLiit 
]';irt of the night with me, at Gravsville. We talked over mat- 
ters generally, and lie e\'[>lained that he had ordered General 
Gordon Granger, with the Fourth Corps, to move forward rap- 
idly to Burnsidc's help, and that he must return to Chattanooga 
to posh him* By reason of the scarcity of food, especially of 
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forage^ he consented thaf^ instead of going back, I might keep 
ont in the country ; for in motion I conld pick np some f ora^^o 
and food, especially ou tlie Uiiiwassec liiver, whereas none re- 
mained in CbMttanooga. 

Accordingly, on the 20tli of Novcmljcr, my H3veral columns 
marched to Cleveland, and the next day we reached the Hia- 
wassee at Charlefiton, where the Chattanooga & Knoxyille Bail- 
road crosses it The railroad-bridge was partially damaged by 
the enemy in retreating^ but we found some abandoned stores. 
There and thereabouts I expected some rest for my weary 
troops and horses ; but, as I rode into town, I met Colonel J. 
H. Wilson and C. A. Dana (xVssistant Secretary of War), who 
had ridden ont from Chattanooga to find me, with the f.-lluw- 
ing letter from General Gi'ant, and copies of seTeral dispatches 
from Qeneral Burnside, the last which had been receiTod from 
liim by way of Cumberland Gap : 

IISADQUABTSIU) MiLITAiiT DlVUION OF THB MISSISSIPPI, ) 

MB^or-GenmH W. T. Shxbmah: 

News are received from KnorHDe to the morning of the 27th. At that 
time the place was atill inveated, but the attaek on it was not Tigorom. 
Loogstreet evidently determined to starve the ganison out Granger is on 
the way to Baniside*s relief, but I have lost all ftith hi his energy or capac- 
ity to manage an expedition of the importance of this one, I am Inclined to 
think, therefore, I shall have to send yoa. Posh as n^idly as yoa can to 
the Hiawassee, and determUie for yoarself what force to take with yon from 
that point. Granger has bis corps with him, from which yoa will select 
in coi\|miction with tlio force now with yon. In plain words, yoa will 
assume command of all the forces now moving up the Tennessee, indod- 
ing the garrison at Kingston, and from that force orp^anizo what you deem 
proper to relievo Burnside. The balance send back to Oliattanoogn. G ran- 
f:er has a boat loaded with provisions, which you can issue, and return the 
bont. I v.'ill have another loaded, to follow yon. Use, of course, as spar- 
ingly as possible from the rations taken with you, and subsist off the coon* 
try ail you can. 

It is expected that Foster is moving, by tliis time, from Cumberland 
Gap on Knoxville. I do not know- what force he will have with him, bnt 
presume it will ranjre from tliroc tliousand five hundred to five thousand 
I leave this matter to you, knowing that you will do better acting upon 
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Tonr discretion than you could trammeled with instrnotioDl. I will onlr 
add, that the last advices from Burnsido himself indioated bis ability to hold 
oot with rations only to about the 3d of Deoomber. 

Very respectfully, 

U. S. Gbakt, Major- Genaul eommandinff. 

This showed that, on the 27th of November, General Burn- 
bide was in Knoxvillc, closely besieged by tlic rebel General 
I/Ongstreet ; that liis provisions were short, and tliat, unless re- 
lieved by December 3d, he might have to surrender. Gen- 
eral Grant farther wrote that General Granger, instead of mov- 
ing with great rapidity as ordered, seemed to moye " slowly, 
and with relnctance;" and, although he (General Grant) hated 
to call on me and on my tired troops, there was no altematiye. 
9e wanted me to take command of every thing within reach, 
and tu Lurry forward to Knoxville. 

All the details of our march to Knoxvillc are iil^u given in 
my ofHciiii re]">ort. By extraordinary eflorts Long's small bri- 
gade of cavalry reached Knoxville during the night of the 3d, 
purposely to let Bumaide know that I was rapidly approaching 
with an adequate force to raise the siege. 

With the head of my infimtry column I readied Marysville, 
about fifteen miles short of Knoxville, on the 5th of Decem- 
ber, when I received official notice from Bumside that Long- 
street had raised the siege, and had started in retreat up the 
valley toward Virginia. Halting all the army, except Grangers 
two divisions, on the morning of the 0th, with General Gran- 
ger and some of my stafE I rode into Knoxville. Approaching 
from the south and west, we crossed the Holston on a pontoon- 
bridge, and in a large pen on the Knoxville side I saw a fine 
lot of cattle, which did not look much like starvation. I found 
General Bumside and staff domiciled in a large, fine mansion, 
looking very comfurtable, and in a few words lie described to 
mo the leading events of the previous few days, and said 
he had already given orders looking to the pursuit uf Long- 
street. I ofEered to join in the pursuit, though in fact my men 
were worn out, and sufEering in that cold season and climate. 
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Indeed, on our way up I personally was almost frozen, and had 
to beg leave to sleep in the house of a family at Athens. 

Bomside explained to me that, reinforced by Grangei's two 
divisions of ten thousand men, he wonld be able to pnsh long- 
street ont of East Tennessee, and he hoped to capture mnch of his 
artillery and trains. Granger was present at our conversation, 
and most unreasonably, I thought, remonstrated against being 
left ; complaining bitterly of what lie thought was hard ti-catnient 
to his men and himself. I know that his language and manner 
at that time prodncod on my mind a bad impression, and it was 
one of the canses which led me to relieve him as a corps com* 
mander in the campaign of the next spring. I asked Gleneral 
Bnmside to reduce his wishes to writing, which he did in the 
letter of December 1th, embodied in my official report. Gren- 
eral JJuraside and I then walked along his lines and examined 
the salient, known as Fort Sanders, where, some days before, 
Longstrcet had made his assault, and had sustained a bloody 
repulse. 

Betnming to Bnmside^s quarters, we all sat down to a good 
dinner, embracing roast-tnrkey. There was a r^pilar dining- 
table, with dean table^doth, dishes, knives, forks, spoons, etc., 
etc I bad seen nothing of this kind in my field experience, 

and could not lit lp exclaiming that I thonuht "they were stirv- 
ing," etc. ; but Ihirnside explained that Longstreet had at no 
time completely invested the place, and that lie had kept ojtcn 
communication with the coimtry on the south side of the river 
Holfiton, more especially with tlie French Broad settlemcTits, 
from whose Union inhabitants he had received a good supply of 
beef, bacon, and oom-meal. Had I known of this, I should not 
have hurried mv men so fast: but until I reached Xnoxville I 
thought our troops there were actually in danger of starvation. 
Having supplied General Burnside all the help he wanted, we 
began our leisurely retnrn to Chattanooga, which we reached on 
the IGth ; when General Grant in person ordered me to restore 
to General Thomas the divisions of Howard and Davis, which 
belonged to his ai-my, and to conduct my own corps (the Fif- 
teenth) to North Alabama for winter-quarters. 
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IIbadqcabtsbs DxBJLXtwasT asd Abxt or the TzmnuexB, ) 
Bbidobfobv, Afitnaifi, jytombtr 19, 1868. ) 

JSrigculur- General John A. Bawlui's, Chu;f of Staff to General Gbahi^ 

Chattanooga. 

Geneiml: For the first time, I am now at leisare to mako an official 
record <>t" events with which tho troops under my couirnnnd have been con- 
nected diu iug tho eventful campaign which has just closed. 

During the month of September last, the Fifteenth Armj Corps, which 
I had the honor to oonunand, lay in eampt along the Big Blad^ about 
twenty mOea east of Yiokshnrg, MiadflsippL It oondated of fonr divkloni. 
The First, commanded hj Brigadier-General P. J. Osterhanai vaa com- 
peted of two hrigades, led hy Brigadier-General 0. B. Woods and Oolonel 
J* A. WiQiamson ((ot the Fonrth Iowa). 

The Second, commanded hy Brigadier-General Korgan L. Sndth, vaa 
composed of two brigades, led hj Brigadier-Generals Giles A. Smith and J. 
A. J. Li^rhtbnm. 

The Third, commanded by Brigadier-General J. M. Tuttle, was composed 
of three brigades, led by Brigadier-Generals J. A. Mower an^ B. P. Back- 
land, and Colonel J. J. Wood (of tho Twelfth Iowa). 

The Fourth, commanded by Brigadier-General Hugh Ewing, was com- 
posed of three brigades, led by Brigadier-General J. M. Corse, Colonel 
Loomis (Twenty-sixth Illinois), and Colonel J. K. Cockerill (of. the Seven- 
tieth Ohio). 

On tlio 22d day of September I received a telegraphic dispatch from 
General Grant, then at Yicksbnrg, commanding tho Department of the 
Teuneasee, requirmg me t6 detach one of xnj divisioiit to march to Vleks- 
bnrg, there to embark for Memphis, where it was to fbrm a part of an army 
to be sent to Chattanooga, to reOnforce General Boseorans. I designated 
the Fbst Division, and at 4 p. il the same di^ it marched tat Yicksbnrg^ 
•ad embarked the next day. 

On the 28d of Septembw I vas summoned to Vicksburg bj the gen«'al 
eommanding, who showed me several dispatches from the general-in-chiel^ 
which led him to suppose he would have to send me and my whole corps 
to Memphis and eastward, and I was instructed to prqmre for snoh orders. 
It was explained to mo that, in c m^cqnenco of the low stage of water in tlio 
Missif<sij>pi, ]>onts liad arrived irregularly, and had brought dispatches that 
seemed to contiict in their meaning, and that General John E. Smith's divi- 
sion (of General McPherson's corps) had been ordered up to Memphis, and 
that I should t:iko that division and leave one of my own in its stead, to 
held tho lino of tlie Big Black. I detailed my third division (Geatral Tuttle) 
to reniiiin aiid report to M^or-General McPherson, commanding the Seven- 
teenth Corps, at Yicksbnrg; and that of General John E. Smith, already 
ptarted for Memphis, was styled the Third DifjiioD, Fifteenth Corps, thongh 
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it still beloT^gs to the Seventeenth Army Corps. This division is also com- 
posed of three 1 rigades, commanded "bj General Ifatthias, Ck)Ionel J. B. 
Banm (of thoFiii) bixth SlinoiB), andOoIoiiel J, I. Alexander (of tlieFU^- 
nmtli ladiana). 

The Second and Fourth Diyidona were atarted for Viekabttrg the mo- 
ment I waa notified that boata vere in readinesa, and on the 27th of Sep- 
tember I embarked in pereon in the steamer Atlantic, for Hemphi% fol- 
lowed by B fleet of boats oonvejing these two diviaions. Onr progreM 
waa slow, on accomit of the nnprecedentedly low water in the Ifuns* 
sipp!, and the scarcity of coal and wood. Wo were compelled at places to 
gather fence-rails, and to land wagons and banl wood from the interior to 
the boats; hut I reached Memphis daring the night of the 2d of October, 
and the other boats came in on the 3d and 4th. 

On arrival at Memphis I saw General Ilnrlbut, and read aU the dis- 
patchffl nnd letters of instruction of General Ilalleck, and therein derived 
my instructions, which I construed to bo as follows: • 

To conduct the Fifteenth Armv Corps, and all other trooj)3 which could 
be spared from the line of the Memphis & Cliarleston Railroad, to Athens!, 
Alabama, and thence report by letter for orders to General Roscoran'', com- 
manding the Army of the Cumberland, at Chattanooga ; to follow substan- 
tially the railroad eastward, repairini: it as I moved; lo look to my own lino 
for supplies; and in no event to depend on General Rosecrans for supplies, 
as the roads to his rear were already overtaxed to supply his present army. 

I learned from General Hnrlbnt that General Osterhana^ dlTision waa 
already out in front of Corinth, and that General John E. Smith waa still 
at Kemphis, moving his troops and material by railroad aa fisst as its limited 
stock woold carry them. General J. D. Webster waa superintendent of fho 
railroad, and waa ei^oined to work night and day, and to «^pedite the 
movement as rapd^y aa possible ; hot the ci^Midty of the road waa ao smaD, 
that I aoon saw that I could move horses, mnles, and wagona iluter bj 
land, and therefore I dispatched the art 111 err and wagons by the road 
nnder escort, and finally moved tho entire Fourth Division by land. 

The enemy seems to have had early notice of this movement, and bo 
endeavored to thwart us from the start. A considerable force assembled in 
a thrcateninsf attitude at Salem, south of Salisbury Station ; and General 
Carr, ■^^'ho commanded at Corinth, felt conipellod to turn back and use a 
part of my troops, that had already reached Corinth, to reaist tho threat- 
ened attack. 

On Sunday, October 11th, having put in motion my v. Ik Ic force, I 
started myself for Corinth, in a special train, with tho battalion of ibo Thir- 
teenth United States Regulars as escort. "Wo reached Collierville Station 
about noon, just in time to take part in the ckk use made of that station by 
Colonel D. C. Anthony, of the Si:^ty-sixth Indiana, against an attack made 
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by Genen! Ohalmers irith a foroe of about throe thoosBod oavalrj, with 

eight pieces of artiUorj. He was beaten off, the damage to the road re- 
paired, and we resumed our joomey^ the next daj, reaching Oorinth at 
Ziigbt 

I immediately onlorod General Blair forward to lukn, with tlio First 
Division, and, as fast as I pot troops up, pushed thern forward of Bear 
Creek, the bridge of which was completely destroyo'l, and an engineer regi- 
ment, under command of Colonel Flad, was engaged in its repairs. 

Quito a considerable force of the enemy was assembled in our front, 
near Tascnmbia, to resist our advance. It was commanded by General 
Stephen D. Leo, and composed of Koddy's and Ferguson's brigades, with 
irregular cayalrf, axnoaotiDg in the aggregate to about five thousand. 

In person I moved ttom Oorinth to BnnurriUe on the 18th, and to loka 
on the 19th of October. 

Osterbans^B diiision was in the advanoe, constantly sikirmishiDg with 
the enenix; he was snpported by General Morgan L. Smith's, both divi- 
aiona nnder the general oommand of Hijor-Ctoneral Blair. General John 
E. Smith's division oovered the working'party engaged in rebnilding the 
railroad. 

Foreseeing diflSculty in crossing the Tennc'cco River, I had written to 
Admiral Porter, at Cairo, asking him to watch the Tennessee and send 
Tip some gunboats the moment the stni^o of water admitted; and had also 
request^xl General Allen, quartermaster at St. Lools, to dispatch to East- 
port a steam ferry-boat. 

The admiral, ever prompt and ready to assist us, had two fine gunboats 
at Eastport, under Captain Phelps, the very day after my arrival at luka ; 
and Captain Phelps had a coal-bargo decked over, with which to cross 
oar horses and wagons before the arrival of the ferry-boat. 

Still following literal!/ the instroctions of General HaUeck, I poshed 
forward the repairs of the railroad, and ordered General Blair, with the two 
leading diTisions^ to drive the enemj beyond ^Disoambia. This he did sao- 
ceasftallyv >^ ^ prettj severe fight at Oane Creek, occapying Tosonmbla 
on the 27th of Oetober. 

In the mean time many important changes in command had occnrred, 
which I must note hero, to a proper understanding of the ^^a*; '. 

General Grant had been called from Vicksbarg, and sent to Chatta- 
nooga to command the military division of the Missis-^iiipi, composed of the 
three Departments of the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee; and the De- 
partraent of the Tennossoo had been devolved on me, with instructions, 
however, to retain command of the arinv in the field. At luka I made 
what appeared to mo the best disposition of matters relating to the depart- 
ment, giving General McPhersou full powers in "Mississippi and General 
lluribut in West Tennessee, and assigned General Blair to the command of 
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the FiftecRtli Armr Corps; and summoned General Ilurlbut from Memphis, 
&ud Goncral Dotlgo from Curiulh, and selected out c»f the Bixtcenib Corps 
a force of about eight thousand men, which I directed Generui iJod^e to 
organize with all expedition, and with it to follow me eastward. 

On fha 27tii of Oetober, whan General Blair, witti two diviidoii% was at 
Taaoombia, lordered Geoaral £wng, wUb tfaa Fourth DMaonif tooroai tlia 
TeniMiMe (by nmma of the ganboata and aoow) as rapldJlT' ^ poaaible at 
Eastportk and padi forward to Floraiioe, whieh he did; and the aaoie di^^ 
a neasenger from General Grant floated down the Tennessee orer ICnsde 
fihoals, landed at Tnsoonibia, and was sent to me at lake. He bore a short 
message from the general to thia effect : " Drop all work on the railroad eart 
of Boar Creek ; puah jonr command toward Bridgeport till yoq meet or- 
ders ; ' ' etc. Instantly the order was ezeonted; the order of march was 
rovcr5.tMl, and all the columns were directed to Easti>urt, the only plac« 
where we ronld ero^i^ the Tennessee. At tirst we only had tlio jiunboals 
and roal-luirgo; hut the ferry-boat and two transports arrived on tlie Sht 
of October, and the work of crossing was pushed with all the vi,:j-or pu*«il>le- 
In person I crossed, and i>ns:-c«l to the head of tho column at Florence on 
the 1st of November, leaving the rear divisions to be conducted by Cicneral 
Blair, and marched to RogcrsviUo and Klk Kiver. This waa found impa^ 
aable. To ferry would have ooosamed too much time, and to bidld a bridge 
stiU mote; ao there waa no altemati?e but to torn np Elk River by w ay of 
GUbertaboro, iUkton, etc., to the stone bridge at FayetteviUe, where we 
crossed the Elk, and proceeded to Winchester andDeokerd. 

At FayetteviUe I reeeiTed ordera iirom General Grant to come to Bridge* 
port with the Fifteenth Army Corpa, and to leave General Dodge'a eooi* 
mand at Pulaski, and along the railroad from Columbia to Decatur. I ia> 
Btmcted General Blair to follow with the Second and First Divisions byway 
of New Market, Larkinsville, and Belief onte, while I condaoted the other 
two divisions by way of Deckerd ; the Fourth Division crossing the moun- 
tain to .Stevenson, and tho Tliird by University Place and Swedon's Cove, 

In person I proceeded by Jswedon's Cove and Battle Creek, reaching: 
Bridgeport on tho night of November 13th. I immediately telegrai»hed to 
the commanding general my arrival, and tho positions of ray several di- 
visions, and was summoned to Chattanooga. I took the first steamboat 
daring the night of the 14th for Kelly's Ferry, and rode into ChattiUiuoga 
on the 15th. I then learned the part assigned me in the coming drama, was 
supplied with the necessary miqpa and information, and rode, during the 
16th, In company with Generals Grant, Thomas, W. F. Smith, Brannan, and 
others, to the pciitionB occupied on the west bank of the Tenneasee, from 
which coold be seen the campa of the eneniy, ocmpaasing Chattanooga and 
the line of Ifissionary Hills^ with its termmnB on Ghiekamaaga Greek, tbe^ 
point that I was expected to take, hold, and fortif|f. Pontoons, wit^ 
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flopplj of balks and chesses, had boon prepared for tlic bridge over the Ten- 
nessee, and all things liad been prearranged with a foresight that elicited 
my admiration. From the hills we looked down on tlio amphitheatre of 
Chattanooga as on a map, and nothing remained bnt for me to put my troops 
in the dedred positioii. The plan contemplated that, in addition to crossing 
the Tennefltee Rlyar tod making a lodgment <m the tennimis of WBsAcmrj 
Ktdge, I shoidd damoiiBtRite against Lookout Hotmtain, naar T^ton, with 
a part of mj command. 

, An in Chattanooga were impatient for action, rendered almoet acate by 
the natural apprehentiona kUt for the aafetj of General Bnmdde in East 
Tennessee. 

My command had marched from Kemphis^ three hundred end thirty 

miles, and I had poshed them as fast os the roads and distance woold ad* 
mit, but I saw enough of the condition of men and animals in Chattanooga 
to inspiro me with renewed eHkNgj. I immediately ordered my leading 
division (General Ewing's) to march vm Shellmoond to Trenton, demon- 
straMn? nirnin'^t Lookout Ridge, but to be prepared to tarn quickly and fol- 
lovr me t<j Chattanooga and in person I returned to Bridgeport, rowing a 
boat down the Tennessee from Kelly's Ferry, and imme<liatcly on arrival 
pot in motion my divisions in the order in which they had arrived. Tha 
bridge of boats at Bridgeport was frail, and, though used day and night, onr 
passage was slow ; and the road thence to Chattanooga wos dreadfully cut 
np and encumbered with the wagons of the other troops stotioncd along the 
road. I reached General Ilooker'si headquarters during a rain, in the after- 
noon of the 20th, and met General Grants orders for the gi ncral attack on 
the next day. It was siinply impossible for me to fulfill my part in time ; 
only one division (General John £. Sndth^s) waa In posiU<m. Goieral Ew> 
ing was stQl at TriaUm^ and the other two were tolling along the terrible 
road from Bhelhnonnd to Chattanooga. No troops eyer were or eoold be 
in better condition than mine, or who labored harder to lUflU their part 
On a proper representatioHf General Grant postponed the attack. On the 
2lBt I got the Second Division over BrownVFerry Bridge^ and General 
Ewing got np; bnt the bridge broke repeatedly, and delays occnrred which 
no hmnan sagadty conld prevent. All labored night and day, and General 
Ewing got over on the 23d ; but my rear division was cut ofl" by the broken 
bridge at Brown^s Ferry, and conld not join me. I offered to go into action 
with my three divisions, supported by General Jeff. 0. Davis, leaving one 
of my best divisions (Osterhaus's) to act with General Hooker against 
Lookout Mountain. That division has not joined mo yet, but I know and 
feel that it has served the country well, and that it has reflected honor on 
the Fifteenth Army Corps and the Army of tl;c Tennessee. I leave the rec- 
ord of its history to General Hooker, or whomsoevi r lias had its services 
daring the late memorable events, confident that ail will do it merited honor. 
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At last, on the 23d of Xovcmbcr, mj tiiree divisions lay behind the hilla 
opposite the month of the Ohickamanga. I dispatched the brigade of the 
Second Divinon, oomiiuuided by General Giles A. Smith, under cover of 
the hOla, to North Ohickamanga Greek, to man the hoata deeigned for the 
pontoon-bridge, with orders (at midnight) to drop down silentl j to a point 
above the month of the South Ghickamanga, there land two regiments^ who . 
were to move along the river-bank qnietlj, and oaptnra the enemy^a river- 
pickets. 

General Giles A. Smith then was to drop rapidly below the month of 

the Chickamaaga, disembark tlie rest of his brigade, and dispatch the boats 
across forfredi loads. These orders were skillfully executed, and every rebel 
picket bnt one was cnptnred. The balance of General Morgan L. Smithed 
division was then rapidly ferried across ; that of General John E. Smith 
followed, and by daylight of November 21th two divisions of about cijrht 
tlioTi«.'nid men were ou the east bank of the Tennessee, and had thrown up 
a very re.^pectablc rille-trencli as a ttte da jumt. As soon as the day 
dawntd, poino of the boats were taken from tlie use of I'errylug, and a 
pontouu-bridgo was begun, under the immediate direction of Captain Dres- 
ser, tlio whole jilanned and supervised by General Wilham F. Smith in 
person. A pontoon-bridjxo was also built at tlio same time over Chick- 
amauga Creek, near its mouth, giving communication with the two regi- 
ments which had been left on the north side, and fulfilling a most important 
purpose at a later stage ait the drama. I will here hear my willing testi- 
mony to the completeness of this whole business. All the officers ehat^ed 
with the work were present, and manifested a sUU which I cannot praise 
too highly. I have never beheld any work done so quietly, so well ; and I 
donbt if the historj of war can show a bridge of that extent (vie, thirteen 
hundred and fifty feet) laid so noiselessly and well, in so short a time. I 
attribute it to the genius and intelligence of General William F. Smith. 
The steamer Dunbar arrived np in the course of the morning, and relieved 
E wing's division of the labor of rowing across; but by noon the pontoon- 
bridge was done^ and my three divisions were across^ with men, horses, 
artillery, and every thing. 

General Jeff. C. Davis's dinsion was ready to take the bridge, and I 
ordered the columns to form in order to carry the Missionary Hills. The 
movement had been carefully explaint d to all division commanders, and at 
1 p. M. we marched from the river in three Cf>lumnsin echelon: tbe left, 
General Morgan L. Smith, the column of direction, following substaniially 
Chickaraauga Creek; tlio centre, General Jobn E. Smith, in columns, 
douhlud on the centre, at one bri^'ade interval to the right and rear; the 
right, General Evving, in column at the same distance to the right rear, 
prepared to deploy to the right, on the supposition that we would meet an 
enemy in that direction. Each head of column was covered by a good line 
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of skirrmsilicr.t, virith supports. A light drizzling rain prevailed, and the 
clouds hun^' low, cloaking our movement from tbo enemy's tower of obser- 
Tation on Lookout Mountain. "We soon gained tlio foot-hills; our skir- 
mishers crept up the face of the hill.s, followed by their supports, and at 
3.30 p. M. we had gained, with no loss, the desired point. A brigade of each 
dividon was pushed rapidlj to the top of tbo hill, and the enemy for the 
fint time aeemed to realize the moTement, but too late, for we wm In 
poaoeaoiop. He opened with artillery, bat General Ewing soon got some of 
Captain Richardson^a gnna np that ateep bill and gave back artillery, 
and the enemy'a aldnoiahera made one or two ineffeotoal dashes at General 
Ughtborn, who had swept round and got a fiiurther hill, which waa the real 
continuation of the ridge. From studying all the maps, I had inferred that 
Missionary Eidgo was a continuous hill; bnt we found ourselves on two 
high points, with a de^ depression between us and the one immediately 
over the tunnel, which was my chief objective point. The ground wo had 
gained, however, was so important, that I could leave nothing to chance, 
and ordered it to bo fortified during the night. One brigade of each 
division was left on the hill, one of General Morgan L. Smith's closed the 
gap to Chickamauga Creek, two of General John E, Smith's were drawn 
back to the base in reserve, and General E wing's right was extended down 
into the plain, thus crossing tlio rid^^e in a general line, facing southeast. 

The enemy felt our left liauk about 4 r. m., and a pretty smart engage* 
ment with artillery and muskets ensued, when he drew off; bnt it cost ua 
dear, for General Gilea A. Smith waa severely woonded, and had to go to 
the rear; and the command of the brigade derolTed on Cdonel Tupper 
(One Hnndred and Sixteenth OJinois), who managed it with skill during 
the rest of the operations. At the moment of mj crossing the bridge, Gen- 
eral Howard appeared, harfaig come with three regiments from Chattanoo- 
ga, along the east bank of the Tennessee, connecting my new position with 
that of the main army in Chattanooga. Ho left the three regiments attached 
temporarily to General JE wing's right, and returned to liis own corps at 
Chattanooga. As night closed in, I ordered General Jeff. C. Davis to keep 
one of his brigades at the bridge, one close up to my position, and one inter- 
mediate. Thus wo passed the night, heavy details being kept busy at work 
on the intrriu'hments on the hill. ])iiriug the night the sky cleared away 
bright, a cold frost filled the air, and our camp-fires revealed to the ene- 
my and to our friends in Ciiattanooga our position on Mi^^i^Jnary Hidge. 
About midnight I received, at the hands of Mjyor liowley (of General 
Grant's staff), orders to attack the enemy at "dawn of day," with notice 
ihalGeneral Thomas would attack in fdwce §arlff in the day. Aecordingly, 
before day I waa in the saddle, attended by all my staff ; rode to the ex* 
treme left of onr position near Ohickamaoga Ck'eek ; thence np the hOI, held 
by General Lightbnm ; and roond to the extreme right of General Ewing. 
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Oatobing as aocnrate an idea of the g-ronod as poarible by the dim light ol 
tnornin^, I saw that onr line of attack was in tlie direction of Missionar/ 
Ridge, with w iiifrs supporting on eitlior flank. Quite a valley lay between 
XLS and the next hill of the series, and this hill presented steep sides, the on© 
to the west partially cleared, but the other covered with the native forest. 
The crest of the ridge was narrow and wooded. Tlio farther point of thia 
hill was held by the enemy witli a breastwork of logs and fre^h earth, filled 
with men and two guns. Tliu enemy was also ^een in great force on a still 
higher hill beyond the tunnel, from which ho h.-ul a line plunginp^ fire on 
the hill in dispute. The gorge betwct n, throui:]i \vhich several roads and 
tbo railroad- tunnel pa58, could not be seen from our position, but formvd 
the TLQiural plac6 d^armes, where the enemy covered his masses to resist our 
eontemplatad moyement of turning hia right flank and andangering hia 
eommonioationa with hia dapot at Giiiel^aniaaga Station. 

Aa aoon as possible, the following diapodtiona were made : The brigadaa 
of Oolonela Gockrell and Alexander, and General lightbnm, were to hold 
our hill aa the key-point. General Oorae, with aa mneh of hia brigade aa 
oonld operate along the narrow ridge, waa to attack from oar ric^t eantre. 
General Lightbnm waa to diapatch a good regiment' from hia poaition to 
eoftperate with General Corse ; and General Morgan L. Smith waa to move 
along the cast base of Missionary Bidge, connecting with General Oorse ; 
and Colonel LoiXDis, in like manner, to move along the weat baaa^ anppcurted 
by the two reserve hi-igades of General John E. Smith. 

The Bun had hardly risen before General Corso had completed his prepa- 
rations and his bugle sounded the " forward I " Tiio Fortieth Illinois, sup- 
ported by the Forty-sixth Ohio, on our right centre, with the Thirtieth 
Ohio (Colonel Jones), moved down the face c»f our hill, and up that held by 
the enemy. The lino advanced to within about eighty yards of tlie in- 
trenched position, where General Corse found a secondary crest, which ho 
gained and held. To this point lie called his reserves, and asked for re?n- 
forcemcntfl, which were sent; but the spni-o u as narmw, and it was not 
well to crowd the men, aa the enemy's artillery and niu.-ketry fire swept 
the approach to his position, giving him great udvauiugo. As soon as Gen- 
eral Corso had made his preparations, he assaulted, and a close, severe con- 
test ensned, which laated more than an honr, gaining and loaing ground, 
bat never the poaition firat obtained, from which the enemy in vain at- 
tempted to drive hfan. General Korgan L. Smith kept gaining ground on 
the left spura of Kiarionaty Ridge^ and Oolonel Loomia got abreaat of the 
tunnel and railroad embai^ent on hia aide, drawing the enemy*a flrei and 
to that extent relieving the aasaolting party on the hill-creat Captain 
Oallender had fonr of hia gnna on General £wuig*a hiU, and Gaptidn Wooda 
hia Kapoleon battery on General Ughtburn's; also, two guns of Dillon'a 
battery were with Oolonel Alezander^a brigade. All directed their fire aa 
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ettreltaUj as possible, to dear the Mil to oar fhmt, wifhont endangering oar 
own men. The fight raged forioady about 10 x. m., when General Oorse 
veoeived n aerere wound, was bronght off the field, and the command 

ci the brigade and of tho assault at that key-point devolved on that fine 
young, gallant oflScer, Colonel Walcutt, of the Forty-sixth Ohio, who fulfilled 
hia part manfully. He continued the contest, pressing forward at all points. 
Colonel Loomis had rnado good progress to tho right, and about 2 p. m. 
General John E. Smith, judging the battle to be raost severe on tho hill, 
and being required to support General Ewincr, ordered up Colonel Raum's 
and General Matthias's brigades across the Held to the summit that vras 
being fought for. They moved up under a heavy fire of cannon and mus- 
ketry, and joined Culonel Walcutt ; but tho crest was so narrow that they 
necessarily occupied tho west face of tho hill. The euomy, at the time being 
massed in great strength in the tunnel-gorge, moved a largo force under 
ooTeritfibe ground and the thiok busbea, and snddenly appeared on the 
right rear of this command* The anddenness of the attack dJsooncerted the 
men, exposed as thcj were in the open field; they fell back in some disorder 
to the lower edge of the field, and reformed. These two brigades were in 
the nature of sapporti^ and- did not eonstitate a part of the real attaok. 
The moTement, seen from Ohattanooga (fire miles off) with spy-glasses^ gave 
rise to the report, which even Generd Meigs has repeated, tiiat we were re- 
pulsed on the left. It was not ao. Tbe real attacking oolomns of General 
Corse, Colonel Loomis, and General Smith, wore not repulsed. They 
engaged in a close struggle all day persistently, stubbornly, and well. 
When the two reserve brigades of General John E. Smith fell back as do- 
Bcribod, tho enemy made a show of pursuit, but were in their turn caught in 
flank by the well-directed fire of our brigade on the wooded crest, and 
hastily sou|^ht cover behind the hill. 

Thus matters stood about 8 p, m. Tho day was briglit and clear, and 
the amphitheatre of Chattanooga lay in beauty at our feet. I had watched 
for tbe attnck of General Thomas wrlp in ihs dajf^ 

Oolomn after eolomn of the enemj was streaming toward me ; gon after 
gon poored its concentric shot on ns, firom eyeiy hill and spar that gare a 
view of aaf part of the ground held by as. An oocasiona] shot from Fort 
Wood snd Orchard Knoll, and some maaketry-fire and artillery oyer about 
Lookout Hountain, was all that I could detect on our side ; but about 8 
F. M. I noticed the white lino of musketry firo in front of Orchard Knoll 
extending farther and farther right and left and on. We could only hear 
a faint echo of sound, but enough was seen to satisfy mo that General 
Tliomas was at last moving on tho centra'. I know that our attack had 
drawn vast masses of the enemy to our llank, an<l felt sure of tho result. 
8ome guns which had been firing on as all day were silent, or were turned 
in a diiferent direction. 
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The advancing line of mnaketry-fira firom Oidiard Khdl dii^earod 
to na behind a spur of the hill, and could no longer be seen ; and it wan 
not until night doeed in that I knew tbat the troope in Chattanooga bad 
awept acroea IGaaenaiy Ridge and broken the enemy^a centre. Of course, 

the victory was won, and porsnit was the next step. 

I ordered General ^forpan L. Smith to feel to the tunnel, and it WftS 
found vacant, save by the dead and wounded of our own and the enemy 
commingled. The reserve of General Jeff. C. Davis was ordered to march 
at once by the pontoon-bridge aoroBS Ghickamaoga Creek, at its month, and 
push forward for the depot. 

General Iloward luid reported to me in the early part of tlie day, with 
the remainder of his army corps (the Eleventh), and had been posted to 
connect my left with Chickamaiiga Creek. He was ordered to repair an 
old broken bridge about two niik-s up the Chickamauga, and to follow Gen- 
eral Davis at 4 a. m., and tlio liUecLilh Army Corps was ordered to follow 
at daylight. But General Howard found that to repair the bridge was moro 
of a taak than was at first supposed, and we were all compelled to cross the 
Ohiokamanga on the new pontoon-bridge at its month. Bj abont 11 a. jc 
General Jeff. 0. Davis^a diyision reached the depot, just in time to aee it in 
flames. He foond the enemjoeenpying two hiHa, partially intrenched, just 
beyond the depot. These he soon droye away. The depot presented a 
scene of desolation that war alone exhiMts— corn-meal and com in huge 
bnming piles, broken wagons^ abandoned caissons, two thirty-two-ponnder 
rifled-gons with carriages bnmed,'piec6fl of pontoons, balka and cheosea, 
etc., destined doobtleBs for the famous invasion of Kentucky, and aJl manner 
of things, burning and broken. Still, the enemy kindly left us a good sup- 
ply of forngo for our horses, and meal, beana, etc., for our men. 

Pausing but a shc>rt while, we passed on, the road filled with broken 
wagons and abandoned caissons, till night. Just as the head of the column 
emerged from a dark, miry swamp, we encountered tbo rear guard of the 
retreating enemy. The fight was sliarp, lut tlio night closed in so d:irk 
that we could not move. General Grant ( ame up to us there. At day- 
light we resumed the march, and at Graysville, where a good bridge spanned 
the Chiokamanga. we found the corps of General Pahner on the south bank, 
who iiiluiMUMl us that General Hooker was on a road still farther south, and 
we could Lear Lis iruns near Kinggold. 

As the roadrf were tilled with all the troops they could possibly accum- 
modate, I turned to the east, to fulfill another part of the general plan, viz., 
to break np all communication between Bragg and Longstreet^ 

We had all sorts of rumors as to the latter, but it was manifest that we 
should interpose a proper force between these two armiea. I therefore 
directed Qeneral Howard to moTe to Parker^a Gap, and thence send rapidly 
a oompotent force to Bed Clay, or the Conncil-Gronnd, there to dcstroj 
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a large section of Iho railroad which connects Dalton and Cleveland. Thif 
work was most successfully and fully accomplished that day. The division 
of General Jeff. 0. Davii wat moyed dose up to Binggold, to assist Gen- 
oral Hooker if neodod, and tho Hfteontli Coipa waa held at Grajsville, 
for mj tblog that 'migki torn up. About noon I had a meaeago from Gen- 
eral Hooker, aaying he had had a pretty hard fight at the moontam-paaa 
just beyond Ringgold, and he vanted me to oome forward to torn the poei 
tkm. He vaa not aware at the time that Howard, by moving through 
Parker^a Gap toward Bed day, had already tamed It. So I rode forward 
to Binggold in person, and fSrand the enemy had already fallen back to 
T&nnel Hill. He waa already ont of the volley of the ddokamanga, and on 
ground whence the waters flow to the Coosa. lie waa oot of Tennessee. 

I found General Grant at Ringgold, and, after some explanations as to 
breaking up the railroad from Binggold hack to the State line, as soon as 
some cars loaded with wounded men could be pnshcd back to Chickamanga 
depot, I was ordered to move slowly and leisurely back to Chattanoopra. 

On the following day the Fifteenth Corps destroyed absolutely and 
effectually the railroad from a point half-way between Ringcjold and Grays- 
ville, back to the IStato line ; and General Grant, coming to Graysville, con 
sonted that, instead of returning direct to Chattanooga, I mi<?ht send back 
all my artillery-wagons and impediments, and make a cij'cuit by tlie norih 
as far as the lliawassee liiver. 

Accordingly, on the morning of November 29th, General Howard moved 
from Parker's Gap to CloTeland, General Davis by way of HcDaniePs Gap, 
and General Blair with two di^islona <^ the Fifteenth Corps by way of 
Jolien'a Gap, all meeting at develand that night. Here another good 
break waa made in the Dalton & doToland road. On the 80th the anny 
moved to Charleston, General Howard approaching so rapidly that the 
enemy eyacoated with haste^ leaving the bridge bnt*partially damaged, and 
five car-loads of flonr and provisions on the norUi bank of the Hiawassee. 

This waa to have been the limit of our operations. Offieers and men had 
bronght no baggage or provisions, and the weather was bitter oold. I had 
already reached the town of Charleston, when General Wilson arrived with 
a letter from General Grant, at Chattanooga, informing mo that the latest 
anthentio aooonnts from Knoxville were to the 27tb, at which time General 
Bomside was completely invested, and had provisions only to include tho 
8d of December; thnt General (J ranger had left Chattanooga for Knoxville, 
by the river-road, with a steamboat following him in the river; but he 
feared that General Gran^rer could not reach Knoxville in time, and or- 
dered mo to take cominand of all troops moving for tho relief of Knox- 
ville, and hasten to General Bumside. Seven days before, we had kft 
our camps on tho other side of the Tennessee with two days' rations, with- 
out a change of clothing — stripped for the fight, with but a single blanket 
or coat per m n n ^ from myself to tho private included. 
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Of oonne, wo then had no provislotis laTe what we gAtbered hj th« 
road, and were ill supplied for saeh a marob. Bat wo loaned that twelve 
tbomsaiid of our fellow-Boldien wore boleagaerod in the momitttn town of 
Knoxville^ eightj-foar milea distant; that they needed relief, and muit havo 
it in three days. This was enough— and it had to bo dona. General 
Howard that night repaired and planked the railroad-bridge, and at day- 
light the army p&ssed over tbo Hiav^assee and marched to Athens^ fiftoeti 
n^es. I had supposed rightly that General Granger waa about the 
month of tho Iliawassee, and had sent him notice of my orders; that General 
Grant had sent me a copy of his written instractions, wliich were full tnd 
comploto, nnd that lie must push for Kingston, near which we wonld raako 
a junction. But by tlio timo I roacheJ Athens I had better studied tho 
g'eofrrni'hr, and sent bim orc]er>, ^vlli^h found liim nt Decatur, that Kinfrstc-n 
was out of our way; that ho should send his boat to Kin'r-^ton, but with his 
command strike across to Philadelphia, and report to me there. I bad but 
a small force of cavalry, which was, at the time of my receipt ot General 
Grant's orders, scout ing over about Benton and Columbus. I left my aide, 
Miyor McCoy, at Charleston, to communicate with this cavalry and hurry it 
forward. It overtook me in the night at Athens. 

On the 2d of December the army moved rapidly north toward London, 
twenty-i^ miles distant Aboat 11 v. tho cavalry passed to the head 
of the colmnn, was ordered to pnsh to London, and, if possible, to save a 
pontoon-bridge aeross the Tennessee, held by a brigade of the enemy com- 
manded by General Tanghn. The cavalry moved with snob raj^ty as to 
captore eveiy pioket ; bnt tho Mgade of Yaoghn bad artillery in podtion, 
covered by earthworks^ and displayed a force too respectable to be canied 
by a cavdry dash, so that darkness closed in before General Howard^s 
infantry got np. The enemy abandoned the place in the night, destroying 
the pontoons, running three locomotivM and forty-eight cars into the 
Tennessee River, and abandoned much provision, four gnns, and other 
material, which General Howard took at daylight But the bridire was 
gone, and wo were forced to turn east and trust to General Burnside'a 
bridge at Knoxvillo. It was all-imitortant that General Burnside should 
have notice of our coming, and bnt one day of the time remaint d. 

Accordingly, at Philadelphia, durini:^ the night of tho 2d of Iv ^^rmber, 
I sent my aide (^fajor Audenried) forward to Colonel Long, corinuanding 
tlio brigade of cavalry at Loudon, to explain to him how all-important it 
was that notice of our approach should reach General Burnside within 
twenty-four hours, ordering him to select the best materials of h\<* command, 
to start at once, ford the Little Tennessee, and push into Knoxvillo at what- 
ever cost of life and horse-flesh, lliyor Audenried was ordered to go along. 
The distance to be traveled was abont forty miles, and the roads vOlainoaa. 
Before day they were ofl; and at daylight the Fifteenth Oorps was tamed 
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from Philadelphia for the Little Tennessee at Morgan town, whore my mtpt 
represented the river as being verj shnllow ; but it was found too deep for 
fording, and the water was freezing culd — width two hundred nnd forty 
yards, depth from two t ) five feet; horses could ford, but artillery and 
raen could not. A bridge was indispensable. General Wilson (who accom- 
panied me) undertook to superintend the bridge, and I am under many ob- 
hgations to him, as I was without an engineer, having sent Captain Jenny 
back from Graysvillo to survey our tield of battle. "We had our pioneers, 
but only such tools as axes, picks, and spades. General "Wilson, working 
partly with cut wood and partly with square trestles (made of the houses of 
the late townof Horgantown), progressed apace, and by dork ci December 
4th troops and animals passed orer the bridge, and by daybreak of the 5th 
the fifteenth Corps (General BIair*s) was overi and Generals Granger^a 
and Davis^a divisiona were ready to paaa; bnt the diagonal bracing was im* 
perfect for want of apikea^ and the bridge broke, oausing delay. I had 
ordered General Bhdr to moTO out on the Karyaville road fire miles, there 
to await notice that General Granger waa on a parallel road abreaat of him« 
and in person I was at a house where the roads parted, when a messenger 
rode np, bringing mo a few words from General Burnside, to the effect that 
Colonel Long had arrived at Knorville with his cavalry, nnd that all was 
well with him there ; Longstreet etaU lay before the place, bat there were 
qrmptoms of his speedy departure. 

I felt that I had accomplished the first great step in the problem for tlie 
relief of Gera ral Burnsido's army, but still urged on the work. As soon as 
the bridge was mended, nil the troops moved forward. General lloward 
hail marched from Loudon, had found a pretty good ford for his horses 
and wagons at Davis's, seven miles below iforgantown, and had made an 
ingenious bridge of the wagons left by General Vaughn at Loudon, on which 
to pass his men. lie marched by Unitia and Louisville. On the night of 
the oth all the heads of columns communicated at Marysville, where I met 
Mfyor Van Burcn (of General Buruside's statf ), who announced that Long- 
street had the night before retreated on the Butledge, Eogorsville, and 
Bristol road, leading to Yirginia ; that General Bomside'a cavalry was on 
bia heela; and that the general desired to ace me in person as aeon as I 
ooold come to Enoxrille. I ordered all the troops to halt and rest, except 
the two dirisiona of General Granger, which were ordered to move forward 
to Little River, and General Granger to report in person to General Bnm- 
aide for orders. His waa the force originally designed to reinforce General 
Bomalde^ and it was eminently proper that it should join in the atem-chase 
after Longstreet. 

On the morning of December Oth I rode from Marysville into Knoxville, 
and met General Burnside. General Granger arrived later in the day. We 
examined his lines of fortifications, which were a wonderful production for 
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tho sliort time allowed in their selection of ground and construction of 
work. It seemed to lue that thev -were nearly imprcgnaMc. "We ex- 
amined tho redoubt named "Sanders," where, on the Sunday previoiu, 
three hrigadcs of tho enemy had assaulted and met a bloody repulse. Now, 
all was peaceful and quiet; but a few hours before, the deaUij bullet Bought 
its victim all round about that hilly barrier. 

The general explained to mo fully and frankly what lie had done, and 
what ho proposed to do. He asked of mo nothing but General Granger's 
oommand ; and suggested, in view of the large force I bad brought from 
Gbattanoogo, that I ahoiild retora w!ih dae expedition to the line of the 
fliawaflaeei lest Bragg, reinforced, might take advantage of our absence to 
resume the offinisiTe. I asked him to rednoe this to writing, which he did| 
and I here introduce it as part of mj report : 

IIliDQrARTERS AnVT OF THE Onio, ) 

Major- General W. T. SnsBMAN, commanding^ etc. 

General : I desire to express to yoa and yonrconmiand most heartj 
thanks and gratitude for your promptness inoomini? to our relief during the 
siege of Kuoxville, and I am satisned your apju oach served to raise the 
siege. The emergency having passed, I do not deem, for the present, any 
other portion of yoor commana hot the corps of General Granger neces- 
sary for operations in this section ; and, inasmuch as General Grant ha» 
weakened the forces immediately with him in order to relievo us (thereby 
rendering the position of General Thomas less secure), I deem it advisable 
that all the troops now here, save those commanded hj General Granger, 
should return at once to within supporting distance of the forces in front 
of I'rapg's army. In behalf of my command, I desire again to thank joa 
and your command for tho kindness you have done us, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. £. BuBNSiDi, Mt^or-Oemral eommandUig* 

Accordingly, having g'^en General Burnside's forces more out of Knox- 
villo in pursuit of Longstreet, and General Granger's move in, T put in 
motion my own command in return. General Howard was ordered to move, 
r/'i Davis's Ford and Sweetwater, to Athens, with a piard forward at 
Charleston, to hold and repair tho bridge which tho enemy had retake n nfier 
our passage up. General Jt-ff. C. Davis moved to Culunibus, on the liiuwjis- 
seo, f>ia Madisonville, and the two divisions of the Fifteenth Corps moved to 
Tellico Plains, to cover a movement of cavalry across the mountains into 
Georgia, to overtake a wagon-train which had dodged us on our way up, 
and had c«caped by way of Murphy. Subsequently, on a report from Gen- 
eral Howard that the enemy held Charleston, I diverted General Ewing'a 
division to Athens, and went in person to Tellico with General Korgsn L. 
Smith's division. B7 the 9th all oor troops were in position, and we held the 
rich oonntry between the little Tennessee and the Hiawassee. The cavs]i7t 
under Oolonel Long, passed the mountain at TelUoOi and proceeded abont 
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MTontoen miles beyond Horpliy, when Oolonel Long, deeming his farther 
ponoit of tho wagon-train useless, returned on the 12th to Tellioo. I 
then ordered him and the division of General Morgan L. Smith to move 
to Charleston, to wbioh point X had previondy ordered the corps of Gen* 
oral Howard. 

On the 1-ith of December all of my command in tho field lay along tho 
lli:nvassee. Having communicated to General Grant the actual state of 
affairs, I received orders to leave, on the line of the Iliawassee, all the cav- 
alry, and cornc to Chattanooga with tho rest of my command. I left 
the hrigado of cavalry commanded by Colonel Long, rcenforcod by the Fifth 
Ohio Cavalry (Lieutenant-Colonel Ueath) — the only cavalry properly he- 
longing to the Fifteenth Army Gorpe— at Oharleaton, and with theremahi- 
der moved by easy marches, by Olevelaiid and Tjnm^B Depot, into Chatta- 
nooga, where I received in person from General Grant orders to transfer 
baek to their appropriate commands the corps of General Howard and the 
division commanded by General Jeff. 0. Bavis^ and to conduct the Fifteenth 
Army Corps to its new field of operations. 

It will thns appear that wo have been constantly in motion since oor 
departure from the Big Black, in Hississippi, nntil the present moment. 
I have boon unable to receive from subordinate commanders the usual full, 
detailed reports of events, and have therefore been compelled to make up 
this report from my own personal memory ; hut, as soon as posslblOi subor- 
dinate reports will be received and duly forwarded. 

In reviewing the facts, I must do justice to the men of my command for 
the patience, cheerfulness, and courage which officers and men have dis- 
played throughout, in battle, on the march, and iu camp. For long periods, 
vrithont regular rations or supplies of any kmd, they have marched through 
mnd and over roolcs, sometimes barefooted, withoat a mnrmnr. Without a 
moment's rest after a march of over four hundred miles, withoat sleep for 
three successive nights, we crossed the Tennessee, fought our part of the 
battle of Chattanooga, pursned the enemy oat of Tennessee, and then turned 
more than a hundred and twenty miles north and oompelled Longstreet to 
raise the siege of Knoxville, which gave so much anxiety to tiie whole 
country. It is hard to realize the importance of these events without re- 
calling the memory of the i^oneral feeling which pervaded all minds at Chat- 
tanooga prior to onr arrival. I cannot speak of tho Fifteenth Army Corps 
without a seeming vanity; but as I am no longer it-^ eommandor, I assert 
that there is no better body of soldiers in America than it. I wish all to 
feel a just pride in its real honors. 

To General Howard and his command, to General Jeff. G. Pavis and 
his, I am more than usually indebted for the intelliLamee of commanders 
and fidelity of commands. The brigade of Colonel Buslibeck, belonfjinfr to 
the Eleventh Corps, which was the first to come out of ChatUnooga to my 
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flank, fought at the Tunnel Hill, in connection -with General Ewing^t divi- 
sion, and displayed a courago almost amounting to rashness. Following 
tlie enemy almost to the tunnel-gorge, it lost many valuaLlo live«, promi- 
nent among them Lieotenant-Colonel Xalt, spoken of as a most gallant 
soldier. 

In General iioward throughout I found a polished and Christian gentle- 
man, exhibiting the highest and most cliivalric traits of the soldier. Gen- 
eral David handled h'la division with artistic skill, more especially at the 
moment wo encountered the enemy's rear-guard, near GraysviUe, at night- 
fall. I must award to this division, the credit of the best order daring our 
morement ibroagh Eait TennMseei when long mardbM and the aaoeMity of 
foraging to the light and left gare some reason for disordered ranka. 

InasBraoh aa exoeption may be taken to mj explanation of the tempo* 
rary conf naion, daring the battle of Ohattanooga, of the two brigadea of Oen^ 
eral ICatthiaa and Colonel Baom, I wiU here state that I aaw the whols^ 
and attach no blame to any one. Accidents wiU happen in battlei aa elae- 
where ; and at the point where the j so manflilly went to relieve the preasore 
on other parts of our assaulting line^ they exposed tbemseWea nnconadoiully 
to an enemy vastly soperior in force, and favored by the shape of the ground. 
Ilad that enemy come out on equal terms, those brigadea WOnld bare shown 
their mettle, which has been tried more than once before and §tood the test 
of fire. Tliey reformed their ranks, and were ready to support General 
Ewing's division in a very few minutes; and the circumstance would 1 .nvo 
hardly called for notice on my part, had not others reported what was Sien 
from Chattanooga, a distance of nearly five miles, from where could only be 
seen the troops in the open field in which tliis affair occurred. 

I now subjoin the best report of casualties I am able to compile from 
the records thus far received : 
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Ko report from General Davis's division, but loss is small. 
Among the killed were some of onr most valoable officers : Colonels 
Putnam, mnefy-fhird Illinoia; 0*lCeara, Ninetieth niinoia; andTorrenosb 
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Thirtieth Iowa ; lientenant-Ooloiiel Taft, of Che EleTenfh Oorps; and M^jor 
BoahiieU, Thirteen£h IH'mois. 

Among the "vroanded are Brigadier-Generals Giles A. Smith, Corse, and 
Matthias; Colonel Raum; Colonel Waugelin, Twelfth Missouri; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Partridge, Thirteenth Illinois ; Htgor P. L Welsh, Fifly-eUth 
lilinois ; and Major Nathan McAlIa, Tenth Iowa. 

Among tlio missing is Lieutenant-Colonel Archer, Seventeenth Iowa. 

My report is ah-eady so long", that I must forbear mentioning acts of 
individual merit. These will bo recorded in the reports of division com- 
manders, which I will cheerfully indorse ; but I must say that it is but jus- 
tice that colonels of regiments, who huvu so long and so well commanded 
brigades, as in the following cases, should be commissioned to the grade 
which they ha^e filled with to nmeh luefalneei and credit to the public 
servioe, riz.: Oolonel J. B. OockereO, Seventieth Ohio; Oolonel J. If. 
Loomifl, Twenty-sixth Illinda; Oolonel 0. 0. Waloott, Forty-ozth Ohio; 
Oolonel J. A. Williamson, Fourth Iowa; Oolonel O. B. Banm, Hfly-eizth 
Illinois; Oolonel J. L Alexander, Fiftj-ninth Indiana. 

Ify personal sfta£^ aa nsoal, have served their oomitry with fidelity, and 
credit to themaelTes, thronghoat these events, and have leoelTed my per- 
sonal thanks. 

Imdosedyon will please find a map of that part of the battle-field of 
Chattanooga fought over by the troops under my command, surveyed and 
drawn by Captain Jenney, engineer on my staflF. I have the honor to be, 
jour obedient servant, W. T. SasBMAN, Major- General commanding, 

[General Order No. ft?.] 

Was ParASTMKirr, ADJOTA2np-GKN£itAi.'s Offics, ( 
WAOBiiravcnr, JUfwofy SI, 1864. f 

PuBiio KwoLTmow— No. 19. 

Joint rcsolntion tendering the thanks of Congress to Major-General V. 
T. Sherman and others. 

Be it resolved hy the Striate and Home of Jlcpresentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assemhUd^ That the thanhscf Oongreas and 
of the people of the United States are dne, and that the ssme are hereby 
tendered, to Miyor-General W. T. Sherman, commander of the Depsrtment 
and Army of the Tennessee^ and the officers and soldiers who served nnder 
hhn, for their gallant and ardnoos services in marching to the relief of the 
Army of the Oomberlan^ and for their gallantry and heroism in the battle 
of Ohattanooga, which ccntribnted in a great degree to the soccess of onr 
arms in that glorious victory. 

Approved February 19, 1864. 
By order of the Secretary of War : 

£. D. TowHSXHD, AuittaHt Ad^tant-Qenmd, 

25 
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OndielMiof Dmoiber I wm it Bridgeport^ md gm all 
the qrfew nwtfui/ for tiie diitnbatioa of the four dmaiops of 
tbe Fifteentii Corps don^ tbe nflrosd tem Ste%c u8 u n to Beap 

tur, aii'J tlie T-.rt me Sixt-erniL t'-»rp>, comniiin bj Gen- 
trsil Dod^e, L.] li^ the r^lroa-i from Decatar to Xashville, lo 
uihVe iLe ijcx-*ie'i i\-j":iirf% an-l to l»e in rea^iiness for the cam- 
paign of the soooaeding yeMr; and on the i!!^ I went np to 
NadiTiUe, to confer with Qeneral Grant and conclode the ar- 
fsnganentB fat the vintflr. At tint tune Geoerjl Gnat «m 
imdar the iraprarion tint the next cempeign would he tiie 
iriBeyof EMtTemwMWjintiiediroetioiiqlT^ end as it 
WM like] J to be tiie lait and nMMt important campaign of tiie var, 
it heeame neceesaj to set free aa many of the old trcw:»ps ear- 
ins al.ii^' t!ie Mi-^isHppi liiver p^»-.sible. Tiiis wis lite real 
fi!>jOct flfi i piirjK»i*e <•( the Meridian c-ampaiirn. and of Banks's 
i&xpeililion ap Bed EiTer to SbreT^x>rt daring that winter. 
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CHAPTER XIY. 

UXBIDIAEr OAHFAiaN. 
JJbJnrAXT ASD TEBBUABTi 1864. 

Tbb winter of 1863-'64 opened yeiy cold and eeveie ; and 
it was manifeBt after the battle of CSiattuiooga, Koyember 
S5, 18689 and the laiaing of the eiege of EnozviUe^ Deceinl)er 
Sth, that military operations in that quarter must in a meas- 
ure cease, or be limited to Eurnsido's force bejoud Knox- 
ville. On the 21st of December General Grant had removed 
liis headquarters to ^sTashville, Tennessee, leaving (General 
Gteorge H. Thomas at Chattanooga, in command of the Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland, and of the army ronnd about that 
place ; and I was at Bridgeport, with orders to distribute mj 
troops along the railroad from Stevenson to Decatur, Alabama, 
and from Decatur up toward Nashville. 

General G. M. Dodge, who was in command of tlie detach- 
ment of the Sixteenth Coi^ps, numbering about eight thousand 
men, had not participated with us in the battle of Chattanooga, 
but had remained at and near Pulaski, Texmessee, engaged in 
repairing that railroad, as auxiliary to the main line which led 
from Nashville to Stevenson, and Chattanooga. General John 
A. Logan had succeeded to the command of the Fifteenth 
Corps, by regular appointment of the President of the United 
States, and had relieved General Frank P. Blair, who bad been 
temporarily in command of that corps during the Chattanooga 
and Knoxville movement. 

At that time I was in command of the Department of the 
Tennessee, which embraced substantially the territory on the 
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east bank of the ICuasiasippi Biver, from Katchez up to the 
Ohio Biver, and thence alonor the Tennessee Eiver as high as 
Decatur and Bellefonte, Aluharihi. General MePhersoii was 
at A'ick*;})iirg and Geueral IIurll)iit at Mempliis, and from 
them I bad the rc^lar reports of afTairs in that quarter of niv 
command. The rebels Btill maintained a considerable force 
of infantry and cavalry in the State of Miflsiflaippi, threatening 
the hveri whose sayigation had become to ns so delicate and 
important a matter. Satisfied that I oonld cheek this bj one or 
two quick moves inland, and thereby set free a considerable 
body of men held as local gairisons, I went np to Nashville 
and represented the case to General Grant, who consented that 
I miglit gu down the Mississippi liiver, where the bulk of mv 
command lay, and strike a blow on tlie east of the river, wliile 
General Banks from New Orleans should in like manner strike 
another to the west; thus preventing any fui-ther molestation 
of the boats navigating the main river^ and thereby widening 
the gap in the Southern Confederacy. 

After having given all the necessaiy orders for the distribu- 
tion, during the winter months, of that part of my command 
which was in Sonthem and Middle Tennessee, I went to Gin- 
chmati and Lancaster, Ohio, to spend Christmas with my family ; 
and on my return I took Minnie with me down to a convent at 
Heading, near Cincinnati, where I left her, and took the cars fur 
Cairo, Illinois, which I reached January 3d, a very cold and 
bitter day. The ice was forming fast, and there was great 
danger that the Mississippi Biver would become closed to navi- 
gation. Admiral Porter, who was at Cairo, gave me a small 
gonboat (the Juliet), with which I went np to Paducah, to 
inspect that place, garrisoned by a small force, commanded by 
Colonel S. G. Hides, Fortieth Illinois, who had been witli me 
and was severely wounded at Shiloli. Keturning to Cairo, 
we started down the Mississippi Iciver, which was full of float- 
hig ice. "With the utmost difficulty we made our way through 
it, for hours floating in the midst of immense cakes, that chafed 
and ground onr boat so that at times we were in danger of 
sinking. But about the 10th of January we reached Memphisi 
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where I found General Ilurlbut, and explained to him my 
pmpoee to coUeet from his garriaona and those of McFheraon 
aboni twenty thousand men, with which in Febrnarj to march 
out from Yicksbnrg as lar as Meridian, break up the Mobile & 

Ohio Tiaih'oad, aad also the one leading from Yicksburg to 
Sclma, Alabama. I instructed him to select two good divnsions, 
and to be ready with them to go along. At Memphis I found 
Brigadier-General W, Sooy Smith, with a force of about twenty- 
five hundred cavalry, which he had by Greneral Grant's orders 
brought across from Middle Tennessee, to assist in our general 
purpose, as well as to punish the rebd General Forres^ who 
had been most aetiye in harassing our garrisons in 'West Ten 
nesaee and Mississippi. 

After stiiying a couple of days at Memphis, we continued on 
in the gunboat Silver Cloud to Yicksburg, where I found 
General McPherson, and, giving him similar orders, instructed 
him to send out spies to ascertain and bring back timely in- 
formation of the strength and location of the enemy. The 
winter continued so severe that the river at Yic^buig was full 
of floating ice, but in the Silver Oloud we breasted it manfully, 
and got back to Memphis by the 20th. A chief part of the 
enterprise was to destroy the rebel cavalry commanded by 
General Forrest, who were a constant threat to our railwav 
commnnicatlons in ^fiddle Tennessee, and I committed this task 
to Brigadier-General W. Sooy Smith. General Ilurlbut had in 
his command about seven thousand five hundred cavalry, scat- 
tered from Columbus, Kentucky, to Ooiinth, Mississippi, and we 
proposed to make up an aggregate eavaliy force of about seven 
thousand effective,'' out of these and the twenty*five hundred 
which General Smith had brought with him from Middle 
Tennessee. With this force General Smith was ordered to move 
from Memphis straight for Meridian, Mississippi, and to start 
by February Ist. I exi^lained to him personally the nature of 
Forrest as a man, and of his peculiar force ; told him that in 
his route he was sure to encounter- Forrest, who always attacked 
with a vehemence for which he must be prepared, and that, 
after he had repelled the first attack, he must in turn assume 
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the most determined ofiensive, overwhelm him and utterlj 
destroy his whole force. I knew that Forrest could not htm 
more than four thousand cavalry, and my own moyement would 
give employment to every other man of the rebel anny not im- 
mediately present with him, so that he (General SmiUi) might 
safely act on the hj-pothesis I have stated. 

Having completed all these preparations in Memphis, being 
satisfied that the cavalry force would be ready to start Ly the 
1st of February, and having seen General Uurlbnt with his two 
divisions embark in steamers for Yicl^sbnr^ I also reembarked 
for the same destination on the 27 th of January. 

On the 1st of February we lendesvoosed in Yieksbur]^ 
where I found a spy who had heea sent out two weeks before, 
had been to Meridian, and brought back correct information of 
the state of facts in the interior of Mississippi. Lieutenant- 
General (Bishop) Polk was in chief command, with headquarters 
at Meridian, and had two divisions of infantry, one of which 
(General Loring's) was posted at Canton, Missisappi, the other 
(Qeneral French's) at Brandon. He had also two diviaionB of 
cayalry— Annstrongf 8, oomposed of the three brigades of Boss^ 
Stark, and Wirt Adams, which were scattered from the neigh- 
borhood of Yazoo City to Jackson and below ; and Forresf % 
which was united, toward Memphis, wiih heaiitpiarters at Como- 
General Polk seemed to have no suspicion of our intentions to 
disturb hi? serenity. 

Accordingly, on the morning of February 3d, we started in 
two columns, each of two divisions, preceded by a light force of 
caTfilry, commanded by Colonel £• F. Winslow. General He- 
FhoTBon commanded the right column, and Gteneral Hurlbut the 
left The former crossed the Big Black at the railroad-bridge, 
and the latter seven miles above, at ^Nfessinger's. We were 
lightly ecpiipped as to wagons, and marched without deployment 
straight for Meridian, distant otic hundred and fifty milc:^. We 
struck the rebel cavalry beyond the Big Black, and pushed them 
pell-mell into and beyond Jackson during the 6U1. The next 
day we reached Brandon, and on the 9th Morton, where we per* 
eeiTed signs of an infantry concentration, but the enemy did not 
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give as battle, and retreated before us. The rebel cavalry were 
all around us, so we kept our columns compact and offered 
few or no chances for their daahes. As far as Morton we had 
oocupied two roads, but there we were forced into one. Toward 
CTeningiOf the 12th, Hnrlbuf s oolamn passed through Decatnri 
with orders to go into camp four mUes beyond at a creek. 
McPlierson's liead of colnnm was some four miles behind, and I 
personally detached one of Hurlbut's regiments to guard the 
cross-road."^ at Decatur till the head of McPherson's column should 
come in siglit. Intending to spend the nir^^lit in Decatur, I went 
to a double log-house, and aiTanged with the lady for some 
supper. We unsaddled our horses, tied them to the fence in- 
side the yard, and, being tired, I lay down on a bed and fell 
asleep. Presently I heard shonts and haUooing, and then heard 
pistol-shots dose to the honse. Hy aide, Major Audenried, 
called me and said we were attacked by rebel eayalry, who 
were all around us. I jumped up and iu^^ulred where was the 
regiment of infantry I had myself posted at the cross-roads, 
lie said a few moments before it had marched past the house, 
following the road by which General Ilurlbut had gone, and I 
told him to ran, overtake it, and bring it back. Meantime^ I 
went ont into the back-yard^ saw wagons passing at a nm 
down the road, and honemen dashing about in a dond of dnst, 
firing their pistols^ thdr shots reaching the honse in which we 
"were. Gathering the few orderlies and clerks that were about, 
I was preparing to get into a corn-crib at the back side of 
the lot, wherein to defend ourselves, when I saw Audenried 
coming back with the regimenti on a run, deploying forward as 
they came. This regiment soon cleared the place and drove the 
rebel cavalry back toward the south, whence they had come. 

It transpired that the colonel of this infantry regiment, whose 
name I do not recall, had seen some officers of McPherson's 
staff (among them Inspector-General Strong) coming up the road 
at a gallop, raising a cloud of dust; supposing them to be the 
head of McPherson's column, and being anxious to get into 
camp before dark, he had called in his pickets and started 
down the road, leaving me perfectly exposed. Some straggling 
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wagMM^ osoorted bj a Xew Jersey r^ment, were passing at the 
tiflM^ tad compoead the rear of Hoilbnt's train. The rebel cftT- 
whjy Ming the lued dear of troops^ and these wagcms paasmg, 
tirvek then m flaak^ diol down the mnlet of tliree or four wag- 
o«S bfoke ibe eohBUi^ and begaa a genetal fikmnish. The 
escort defmded theur waspoos as weQ aa tiief eonld, and thns 
divertcvl their aucatioa ; . ilierwise I would surely Lave Lovii 
v'a^'tiirvvi lu a short lime the head of McPherson's column 
w\;tit mto ctunp* and we spent :he nisrht in L'eeatur. 
Tbe ifcext dij we pushed oa, and oa the liih entered 
ndtfo^ ^e eoeiBj zetreating before 113 towaid Demopolioi Ala- 
bama. We at oaee set to work to dostrojr an arsenal, immense 
ataeboaoeev and Ibe lailroad ia merj diraetioD. We ataid in 
MtridinfiTedav^espeetingevv^ QeomlSooj 
Sttiib» bal coold ^el so tidings of bin wbsterer. A large 
fuiee of ittfiuitrT waa kept at woik all the time m bfeaking up 
tho MobTe Ofc Ohio KjiL-oad sc^irh anl n ; il^o 'be Ji-ck- 
> . ;i >v IaLi Iciilrood, ea:?C .iri i \rest. I was determined to 
^iciiUAip.^ tht>^e n^iuis so that tli-^y etjold not be n^ai again for 
hv«s?-!^j par^K.»if*;i4 during: the resc of the war. I never hid the 
rvuIoc;^^t ideti gJ: gfHJH^ to M<>btle> bat bad porp^selj gir^ out 
Ibal IdM ti> tbif peop^ of the cooatrrv so aa to deceive die ctt> 
eai^aad%» Invert their attentkiL MaajpccaoBa still in^tihat» 
Umrnm we dai aot go to Hobile oa thia ocCTafan, I bad fnbd; 
Wl hi ^ ^^Uowlng letter to GeBoral Baabsy of Imtsry 31at» . 
wHibift Ibgoa T«L*]bdb«r^ befixe starting for IferiffiaD, it will be 
•tvu oleaHytikkt I indieared ruv intentiv^a to keep ap the delusion 
cc i'l iitt:K'k oti ilobile by Und, whereas I promisei him to be 
t\» V u'k^ibii'-^ by the 1st of M:in:h, s<-^ to co^peruCe witii 
biiu UL im vvoteoipUtiid atuck oa Sbrevepart : 
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tho other ofUcers who accompanied him have gone up to Cairo, as I under- 
stand, to charter twenty-five eteamboata for tho Red River trip. The 
Mississippi River, though low for the season, is free of ice and in good boat- 
ing order ; but I understand that Red River is still low. I had a man in 
from Alexandria yesterday, who re^mrteJ iho falls or rapids at that place 
impassable save by the smallest boats. My inland expedition is now moving, 
and I win be off fiar Jidnoa and Iferidlan to*in<»roir. The only feer I 
lisTo is in the weather. AH the otiier oomhtnationB are good* I want to 
keep up the delusion of an attack on ICobile and the Alabama Biw, and 
therefiwe woidd be obliged if yon would keep np an irritating Ibraging or 
other expedition in that direotioD. 

Ky orders from General Grant will not^ as yet» Justify me in embarking 
for Bed River, tbongh I am veiy anxious to move in that direction. The 
raonicnt I learned that you were preparing for it, I ecnt a commonioation 
to Admiral Porter, and dispatched to General Grant at Chattanooga, asking 
if he wanted me and Steele to cooperate with yon against Shrevcport; and 
I will have his answer in time, for you cannot do any thing till Red 
River has twelve foot of water on tho rapids at Alexandria. That will bo 
from March to Juno. I have lived on Red River, and know soruewbat of 
the phases of that stream. Tho expedition on Shroveport should bo made 
rapidly, with simultaneons movements from Little Rock on Shroveport, 
from Opelousas on Alexandria, and a combined force of gunboats and trans- 
ports directly up Red River* Admiral Porter will be able to have a splendid 
fleet by Maieh Ist. I think Steele oonld move with ten thousand in£uitry 
and fire thoosand cavalry. I oonld take about ten thousand, and yon oonld, 
I suppose, have the same. Your movement from Opelousaa^ limultaneooa 
iHth mine up the river, would compel Dick Taylor to leave Fort Be Bussy 
(near MarksviUe), and the whole combined fbree could appear at Shrove- 
port about a day appointed beforehand. 

I doubt if the enemy will risk a siege at Shreveport^ although I am in- 
formed they are fortifying the place, and ph^ino: many heavy guns in posi- 
tion. It would be better for ns that they should stand there, as we might 
make largo and important captures. But I do not believe the enemy will 
fight a force of thirty thousand men, acting in concert with gunboats. 

I will be most happy to take part in the proposed expedition, and hope, 
before yon have made your final dispositions, that I will have tho necessary 
permission. Half the Army of tho Tennessee is near the Tennessee River, 
beyond Huntsville, Alabama, awaiting tho completion of tlie railroad, and, 
by present orders, I will be compelled to hasten there to command it in 
person, nnlefla meantime General Grant modifiea the plan. I have now In 
this department only the fbroe left to hold the river and the posts, and I am 
•eriou^y embairasssd by the promises made the veteran volunteers for flir- 
longh. I think, by Mareh tst, I can put afloat for Shrsveport ten thousand 
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■n, proridtd I SMOttd in in j prvMoft ibovhmbI is dMiiiis 

The object of the Meridiaa expedition was to strike the 
radB inland, eo to paralyze the rebel forces that we could take 
from the defenae of the ItuBiBB^ju iUver the eqmvalait of » 
coipe of twflP^ thoniwl men, to be used in the next Gecsgia 
eampaign ; and tlua waa acfcmJfy dooei At the aame time, I 
wanted to dertroj GenenI Foirest, wbo, widi aa irregular icxce 
ot caTalry, was constantly threatening Memphis and Hie riTer 
above, as well a5 our routes of supply in ]MId»iIc Tcmiesic-e. In 
this we failed utterly, becaii.se General W. Soov Smith did not 
fullill his orders, which were clear and specific, as contained in 
my letter of instraetions to him of January 27th, at Memphis, 
and my personal explanations to him at the same time. In- 
atead of starting at the date ordered, Febnuuy Ist, he did not 
leaTe Memphia till the 11th, waiting for aome r^;iment that 
waa ice-bound near CkdambnSy Kentncty; and then, when be 
did etarty he allowed General Foneat to head him off and to de- 
feat him with an inferior force, near West Point, below Oh»- 
lona, on the Mobile ik Ohio llailroad. 

We waited at Meridian till the 20th to hear from Gencnd 
Smith, but hearing nothing whatever, and having utterly de- 
stroyed the railroads in and around that junction, I ordered Gen- 
eral McPherson to move back slowly toward Canton. With Win- 
alow's caYali7,and Horlbuf s infantry, I turned north to Marion, 
and thence to a place called Union,'' whence I dispatched the 
csvaliy further nortb to Philadelphia and Loniaville, to feel aa 
it were for General Smith, and tiien tuned all the infuitij ool- 
mnns toward Canton, Mississippi. On the 26th we all reached 
Canton, but we had not heard a word of General Simih, nor 
was it until some time after (at Yicksburg) that I learned the 
whole truth of General Smith's movement and of his failure. 
Of course I did not and could not approve of his conduct, and I 
know that he yet chafes under the censure. I had set so mndi 
Btm on hia part of the project that I waa diaappointed, and ao 
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reported officially to General Grant. General Smitli never re- 
gained my confidence as a soldier, though I still regard him. as 
a mo6t accomplished gentleman and a skillful engineer. Since 
the dose of the war he has appealed tome to relieve him of that 
ceDsnre, but I oonld not do it^ because it would falsify histoiy. 

Saving aasembled all my troops in and about Canton, on 
the 2Tih of February I left them under the command of the 
senior inajor-genei-al, Hurlbut, with orders to remain till about 
the 3d of March, and then to come into Vicksburg leisurely ; 
and, escorted by "Winslow'a cavalry, I rode into Vicksburg on 
the last day of February. There I found letters from Gen- 
eral Orant, at ISTashyille, and General Banks, at l^ew Orleans, 
concerning his (Gkneval Banks's) projected movement up Bed 
Biver. I was authorized by the ioimer to contribute aid to 
General Banks for a limited tune ; but General Grant inasted 
on my returning in person to my own command about Hunts- 
ville, Alabama, as soon as possible, to prepare for the spring 
campaign. 

About this time we were much embarrassed by a general 
order of the "War Department, promising a thirty-days furlough 
to all soldiers who would 'Veteranize''— viz., leSnlist for tihe 
reat of the war. This was a judicious and wise measure^ be- 
canae it doubtLess seonred the seryices of a very laige portion of 
the men who had almost completed a Ihree-years enlistment, 
and were therefore veteran soldiers in feeling and in habit. 
But to furlough so many of our men at that instant of time 
was like disbandins: an armv in the very midst of battle. 

In order to come to a perfect understanding with General 
Banks, I took the steamer Diana and ran down to Kew Orleans 
to see him. Among the many letters which I found in Ticks- 
buig on my retam from Meridian was one from Oaptain B. F. 
Boyd, of Lomsiana, written from the jail in Natdiez, telling 
me that he was a prisoner of war in our hands ; had been cap- 
tured in Louisiana by some of our scouts ; and he bespoke my 
friendly assistance. Boyd was Professor of Ancient Laniriiages 
at the Louisiana Seminary of Learning during my administra- 
tion in 1859-'d0 ; was an acoompliahed schdari of moderate 
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viewa in politics, but, being a Yiiginiao, wm dmwjL, like all 
otfaen of his kind, into the Tortex of the rebeUkm bj the 
events of 1861, whidi broke 19 ooQ^eB end ereiy tiimg at the 
South. NatdbeKy at this time^ ma in mj conmiandy and waa 
held hy a itrong dirinony eomnumded 1^ Bngadier-Geneial J. 
W, BaTidflon. In the Diana we stopped at NatdieE, and I 
made a liasty infrpcction of the place. I sent for Bovd, who was 
in good health, but quite dirty, and begged me to take Lim out 
of prison, and to clRet hi - exchange. I receipted for him ; took 
him along with me to Aew Orleans; ofiercl him money, whicli 
he declined ; allowed him to go free in the citj; and obtained 
from General Banks a promise to effect his exchange which 
was afterward done. Boyd is now my legitimate snoeessor in 
Looisianay viz., President of the Lonisiana TTmyersityy whidb is 
the present title of what had been the Seminary of Learning. 
After the war was over, Boyd went back to Alexandria, reor- 
ganized the old institution, which I vioited in laoG ; but the 
building was burnt down by an accident or by an incendiary 
about 1808, and the institution was then removed to Baton 
Kongo, where it now is, under its new title of the Univer&ity 
of Louisiana. 

Wo reached New Orleans on the 2d of March. I found 
General Banks^ with his wife and daughter, living in a good 
house, and he explained to me fully the position and strength of 
his troops, and his plans of action for the approaching campaign. 
I dined with him, and, rough as I was — ^just out of the woods 
— ♦ttcnded, that night, a very pleasant party at the house of a 
lady, whoso name I cannot recall, but who is now the wife of 
^ Captain Arnold, Fifth United States Artillery. At this party 
wore also Mr. and Mrs. Frank Howe. 1 found New Orleans 
much changed since I had been familiar with it in 1853 and in 
186(M6L It was full of officers and soldiers. Among the 
former were General T. W« Sherman, who had lost a 1^ at 
Port Endson, and General Gharles P. Stone, whom I knew so 
well in Oallfomia, and who is now in the Egyptian sernce as 
chief of staff. The bulk of General Banks's army was about 
Opelousas, under command of General Franklin, ready to move 
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on ^exandria. General Banks aeemed to be all ready, but in- 
tended to delaj his departnie a few days to assist in the inau- 
guration of a dyil govemment for Louisiana, under Governor 
Hahn. In Lafayette Sqnare I saw the arrangements of soaf- 

f olding for the fireworks and benches for the audience. General 
Baiiks urged nta to remain over the 4th of March, to participate 
in tlie cereiiiouics, which he explained would include the per- 
formance of the " Anvil Chorus " by all the bands of his army, 
and during the performance the church-bells were to be rung, 
and cannons were to be fired by electricity. I regarded all such 
oeremonies as out of place at a time when it seemed to me every 
honr and every minute were due to the war* General Banks's 
movement, however, contemplated my sending a force of ten 
th«jus;ind men in boats up lied liivcr from Yick&burg, and that 
a junction should occur at Alexandria by March 17th. I there- 
fore had no time to wait for the grand pngeant of the 4tli of 
March, but took my departure from I^ew Orleans in the Diana 
the evening of March 3d. 

On the next day, March 4th, I wrote to General Banks a 
letter, which was extremely minute in conveying to him how 
far I felt authorized to go under my orders from General Grant. 
At that time General Giant commanded the Military Division 
of the Mississippi, embracing my own Department of the Ten- 
nessee and that of General Steele in Arkansas, but not that of 
General Banks in Louisiana. General Banks was acting on his 
own powers, or under the instructions of General Halleck in 
Washington, and our assistance to him was designed as a loan of 
ten thousand men for a period of thirfy days. The instmctions of 
March 6ih to Greneral A. J. Smith, who commanded this detach- 
ment, were full and explicit on tWs point The Diana reached 
Vicksburg on the Gth, where I found that the expeditionary 
army had come in from Canton. One division of five thousand 
men was made up out of llurlbut's commrmd, and placed under 
Brigadier-General T. Kilby Smith; and a similar division was 
made out of McPherson's and llurlbut's troops, and placed under 
Brigadier-G«neral Joseph A. Mower; the whole commanded by 
Brigadier-General A. J. Smith. General Hurlbnt, with the rest 
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of bis command, returned to Mempliis, and Gbaeral McPherson 
remained at Vicksburg. General A. J. Smith's command was 
in due season embarked, and proceeded to Eed liiver, wliidi 
it ascended, convoyed bj Admiral Porter's fleet. General 
Mower's divinon was landed near the outlet of the Atchafalaya, 
matohed up bj land and captured the fort below Alexandria 
known as Fort De Bnssy, and the whole fleet then proceeded 
np to Alexandria, reaching it on the day appointed, viz., March 
17th, where it waited for the arrival of General Banks, who, 
however, did not come tUl some days after. These two divi- 
sions participated in tlie whole of General Banks's unfortunate 
Eed Elver expedition, and were delayed so long up Ked Birest, 
and anbseqiiently on the Misaisaippii that they did not ahare 
with thdr oomnideB the BoeceBses mi glories of the Atlanta 
campaign, for which I had designed them; and, indeed, they 
did not join our army till just in time to assist General George 
H. Tlionias to defeat General Hood before i^aahvill^ on the 
15th and 16th of December, 1804. 

General Grant's letter of instructions, which was brought me 
by Qeneral ButterfieLd, who had followed me to New Orleans, 
enjoined on me^ after condnding with Qeneral Banks the de> 
tails for hisBedBiver ezpeditioni to make all neoessazyarrange- 
ments for fnrlonghing the men entitled to that privilege, and to 
hurry back to the army at Huntsville, Alabama. I accordingly 
gave the necessiiry orders to General McPherson, at Vicksburg, 
and continued up the river toward Memphis. On our way we 
met Captain Badeau, of General Grant's staff, bearing the fol- * 
lowing letter, of March 4th, which I answered on the lOth, and 
sent the answer by General Batterfield, who had accompanied 
me np from New Orleans. Copies of both were also sent to 
General McPhetson, at Yicksbnrg. 

[PUTAm] 

Ninimu, Tsnonin, JMl4| 18SL 

DB4B SwuaujKi The bffl reyiving the grado of fieateoant-gfliieral in tiM 
anny has beooms a law, and my name baa been aent to the Senate for the 
place. 

I now reoeive Ofden to teport at WaaUagton immediate!/, in pemn^ 
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wUah indiofttea Mm ft oonfimuitioii or a BktlQiood of ooiifinnattoii. I 
•Uit in the morniiig to oonpl/ willi the order, Imt I ahaU nj ywj die- 
tinofly on arrivel there that I BhaU aooept no appointment whioh wUl 
require me to make that eity my headqearten. ThiSi however, is not wliat 
I atarted out to write aboat 

While I have been eminentlj tooeesiM in tUs war, in at least gaining 
the eonfidence of the pnbiie, no one feels more than I bow mach of thia 
■o e ee ea ia duo to the energy, skill, and the luunnoniona pntting forth of that 
energy and skill, of those whom it haa been wj good fortime to liare coca- 
pying subordinate positions nnder ine. 

There are many officers to whom thcso rcinarkg are applioahle to a 
greater or less degree, proportionate to their ability as soldiers ; but what 1 
want is to express my thanks to you and MoPheraon, as the men to whom, 
above all others, I feel indebted for whatever I have had of success, llow 
fitf yonr advice and suggestions have been of assistance, you know. Uow 
far your execntion of whatever has been given yon to do entitles you to the 
reward I am receiving, you cannot know as well as I do. I feel all the 
gratitude this letter would express, giving it the most flattering construc- 
tioiL 

Tha word ye» I nae in the plural, intending it for MoPherson also. I 
ahonld write to Mm, and will aome daj, but, atarting in the morning, I do 
not know that I will find time Jnat now. Tour iHend, 

n. 8. OnAirr, Mc^oT'OmtmrdL 

Nsiut Mjucfbis, March 10, 186i. 

General Onm 

DsjlbOkrebal: I hare yonr more than kind and diaraetoriatio letter of 
the 4th, tad will lend a oop7 of it to General HeFheraon at once. 

Ton do yoQiaelf ii||natiee and na too mnoh hcmor in aasgning to na ao 
large a ahare of the merita whioh hare led to yonr high advaneement* I 
know yon approve the friendahip I haye ever prol^eaed to yon, and wHl 
permit me toeontume aa heretolbre tomanifeat it on all proper oeoasiona. 

Yon are now Waahington*e legitimate aneeeaaor, and ooenpy a podtion 
of almost dangerous aleration; hnt if yon oan continue as heretofore to bo 
yonraeU^ aimple, honest, and unpretending, yon will enjoy through life the 
respect and love of frienda, and the homage of millions of hnman boinga 
who will award to yon a large share for seooriog to them and their de- 
acendants a government of law and stability. 

I repeat, you do General McPhcrson and myself too mncli honor. At 
Belmont you manifested your traits, neither of us being near ; at Donelson 
also you illustrated your whole character. I was not near, and Qeneral 
HoPherson in too anbordinate a capacity to influence yoo. 
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UuUl you LaJ woa Douelsao, I confcej I w^i^ cc-Tc«i It th« 

UrribU arrnj of aoArcbieal <toBMBti IImI |ifft— ttJ tbea»dre« &i ereiy 
points flct^r/ admtttad Um nj «f fi^ viiidi I foOowed 

I MUrt joii «!• ai Uvft, patriolie, nd joi^ aa tlia graal protolTpa 
Vatbiflfton; aa qnaeMih, kind-haarted, and haamlt,mm man abould be; 
bol tba ehiaf ebaraotoiiatie is jonr satnra b tiw ample frith in aaoeaaa 70a 
bara alwaji manifested, wbiob I can likan to nothing elaa than tha £utfa a 

Chriittlan Iwia in bla SaTiour. 

Ttiif triitlt \.'ixvo joa victor/ at Shiloh and Vicksbnrg. AIao, -when roa 
hATa oonjplotcii your boat preparation**, yon po into battle without hesita* 
titm, M til Chattanooga — no doubts, no reserve; and 1 tell yon tnat it waa 
tltla l!i»t Jiitido \u net with conlidcnce. I know wherever I was tliat 
yuu tliouKlit t'f tiu', luA if I pot in a tight place yoa would come — il alive, 
t'ltiv points of duubt Were as to your knowledge of grand strategy, 

and 01 1 1^"^ "t Nci< i)(H> and hibtorj ; but I coufcisd your coinmon-seosd seema 

to hiiwi Mij'pllinl nil tliiis. 

Now oa to the ibtore. Do not itay in Washington. HsDeek is better 
qaallfled than yon are to stand the bnffeta of intrigue and policy. Gome 
imt West} take tu yourself the wliole Mississippi Valley; let ns make it 
deed-saroi and I tell yoa the Atbmtio slope and Pacifio shores vill ioSkm 
its destloj as sore is the limbs of a tree live or die with the main tmnkt 
We hlive dune maoh ; still mnoh remaina to be done. Time and time*a i 
induenoes are all with nt ; we oould almost afibrd to sit still and let tbeae 
Indneneea work. Kven In the seceded Statea your word nmf would go tat- 
tlittr thtin a Ti t^iildont'a proolamstion, or an act of Congress. 

Vol- {\o<V^ »ako and for your country's sake, come out of Washington! I 
fvnuti'Kl Ivi (K'Ui^rul llalliH'k, before he left Corinth, the inevitable result to 
hlui, ttiul I !».>\v fshort y«iu to cumo out West. Here lies the seat of the 
iHaiUii|{ tuupiio; ami fioiu tlu> West, when our task is done, we will make 
eluitl witrk of ('lwkrb'!it<ui tuu\ Kichmond| and the impoTerished coaat of 
tUo AUiaitio, Your tiucere fricnU, 

W. T. fiflincAs. 

\Vu n aduHl MemphiB on the llSth, where I remnined some 
tho 14th of March received from General Grant 

M »lio|mli^li to hurrv to Nashvlllo in person by the 17th, if poa- 
iiihlo. Pir*pi».>»iu^ ut nil matters then pending, I took a Bteam- 
hoAl to iVn\\ tho cai-s tliencc to Louisville and ^Nashville, reaca- 
iWii plrtot^ on tho 17th of March, 1864. 

1 (iiuuii (it)aenl Gnuit there, lie had been to Wasliington 
mX t«tik| and was ordered to return £a8t to command eil tho 
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armies of the L'uited States, and personally the Army of the 
Potomac. I was to succeed him ia command of the Military 
Division of the Mississippi, embracing the Departments of the 
Ohio, Cumberland, Tennessee, and Arkansas. General Graat 
was of course very busy iu winding up all matters of bnnneBS, 
in tranef erring his command to me, and in prepazing for what 
THIS manifest wonld be the great and dosing campaign of onr 
civil war. Mrs. Grant and some of thdr diildzen were with 
him, and occupied a largo house in Nashville, whidi was used 
as an office, dwelling, and every thing combined. 

On the 18th of March I had issued orders assuming com- 
mand of the Military Division of the Mississippi, and was 
seated in the office, when the general came in and said they 
were about to present him a sword, inviting me to come and 
see the ceremony. I went back into what was the dining-room 
of the house ; on the table lay a rose-wood box^ containing a 
sword, sash, spurs, etc, and round about the table were grouped 
Mrs. Grant, Kelly, and one or two of the boys. I was intro* 
duced to a large, corpulent gentleman, as the mayor, and an- 
other dtisen, who had come down from Galena to make this 
presentation of a sword to their fellow-townsman. I tliink that 
Kawhns, Lowers, Badeau, and one or more of General Grant's 
personal stafT, were present. The mayor rose and in the most 
dignitied way read a finished speech to General Grant, who 
stood, as usual, very awkwardly ; and the mayor closed his 
gpeedi by handing him the resolutions of the City Ooondl 
engrossed on pardunent, with a broad ribbon and huge seal 
attedied. After the mayor had fulfilled his office so weO, €kn- 
eral Giant said: "Mr. Mayor, as I knew that this ceremony 
was to occur, and as I am not used to speaking, I have written 
something in reply." lie then began to fumble in his pockets, 
first his breast-coat pocket, then his pants, vest, etc., and after 
considerable delay he pulled out a crumpled piece of common 
yellow cartridge-paper, which ho handed to the mayor. His 
whole manner was awkward in the extreme, yet perfectly char- 
acteristic, and in strong contrast with the elegant parchment and 
speedi of the mayor. When read, however, the substance ol his 
86 
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answer was moet ezoeUent, shorty oondsey and, if it had been 
delivered by word of month,* wonld have been all tihat the 
occasion required. 

I could not Lclp Liugliiug at a scene so cliaracteristic of the 
man who then stood prominent before the country, and to 
whom all Lad turned as the only one qualified to guide the na- 
tion in a war that had become painfully critical.- With copies 
of the few letters referred to, and which seem necessary to il- 
lustrate the subject-matter, I dose this chapter. 

SvtAMMm Dxuu (mnooi wbob), Marek i, 1861 ) 

Ida^or- General N. P. Bai^ks, commanding Department of the Gul/^ Xevf 
OrUant. 

General: I had tbo honor to receive your letter of tho 2fl mstuut 
f esterday at New Orleans, but was unable to answer, except verball/, and 
I now reduce it to writing. 

I will arriTe aft Yioksborg the 6ih instant, and I ezpeet to meet there 
mjoomiiiaiid from Osnftmi, oat of vhieh I will aeieet two diTfamis of about 
ten tbooaaad men, embark tbem imder a good oommander, and ordw bim : 

let. To rendeiTont at the month d Bed Biver, and, in eonoert with 
Admiral Porter 0f bo agree), to atrike Harriaonbnrg a hard blow. 

2d* To retom to Bed Biver and ascend it, aiming to reach Alexandria 
on the 17th of March, to report to 70a. 

Sd. That, as this oommand is designed to operate hj water, it will not 
be enoombered with mneh land transportation, saj two wagons to a regi- 
ment, but with an ample supply of stores, indoding mortars and heavy 
ritled gnn.% to bo used against fortified places. 

4th. That I have calonlated, and so reported to General Grant, that this 
detacliraent of his forces in no event is to go beyond Shroveport, and that 
you will sparo them tho moment you can, trying to pet tliem back to tho 
Mississippi Eiver in tliii tr days from tho time they actually enter Red River. 

Tho year is weariucr nway fast, and I would liko to carry to General 
Grant at Iluntsville, Alabama, every man of his military division, as early 
in April as possible, for I am sure wo ought to move from the base of the 
Tonuesseo River to tlio south before tho season is too far advanced, say as 
early as AprU IStli next, 

I feel certain of your completo success, provided you make ti.c concen- 
tration in time, to assure which I will see in person to tho embarkatioa 
and dispatoh of my quota, and I will write to General Steele, oonTojing to 
him my personal and professional opinion that the present opportonitj is 
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th« most j> effect one that will ever offer itself to him to dean oat bii «iie> 
miee in Arkaneai. 

Wiahing 70a all honor and soooees, I am, with f«ipect| jonr friend and 
aerranti W. T. Shbbiuv, Majcr-GmeraL 

HKAsavAvms Dsrianmrv ov tbb Tsmitimkb, ) 
YMUBiaa, JMk 1864. f 

BrigadU/r-Omeral A. J. Svmi, eMimafufjn^ JS'zpeitlim trp JZImI iTtMr, 

Gbhsbal: Bj an. order thJs day iaraed, 70a are to eommand a rtrong, 
well-appointed detaehment of the Armj of the Tenneaiee, sent to refinforoo 
a movement np Red lEUTor, bat more espedally against fbe fortified pod- 
tion at Shreyeport 

Ton will emhark joor oommand as soon aa posnble^ little eooom- 
bered with wagons or wheeled Tehides^ bat well sopplied with fiiel, provi- 
sions^ and ammonition. Take with 70a the twelve mortars^ with their 
amznnnitioD, and all the thirty-pound Parrotts tho ordnance-officer will 
sapplj. Proceed to tho mouth of Red River and confer with Admiral Per 
ter. Consult witli him^ and in all the expedition rely on him implioitly, as 
he is the approved friend of tlie Army of tlio Tennessee, and has been asso- 
ciated with i:r from tho beuinninir. I have nndertfiken with General Banks 
that Ton will bo at Alexandria, Louisiana, on or before the 17th day of 
ifarch ; and you will, if timo allows, cooperate with the navy in destroying 
Uarrisonbnrg, up Llaek River ; but as I passed Red River yesterday I saw- 
Admiral Porter, and ho told mo ho had already sent an expedition to 
Harrisonburg, so tliat I suppose that part of the plan will bo accomplished 
before you reach Pwod River ; but, in any event, bo careful to reach Alex- 
andria about the 17th of March. 

General Banks wOl start b7 land from FrahUin, fai the T^e eoantr7, 
either the 6th or 7th, and wiU march eia Opeloosas to Alexandria. Ton 
will meet him there, report to him, and aot onder his orders. H7 onder- 
standing with him is that his forces will more b7 land, eia Njatohitoohea, 
to Shrey^rt^ while the ganboat-fleet ia to asoend the river with your 
transports in eompan7. Red River ii 'ver7 low for the season, snd I 
donbt if an7 of tiie boats can pass the fidls or rapids at Alexandria. What 
General Banks proposes to do in that event I do not know ; but my own 
jndgment is that Shreveport oogbt not to bo attacked until tho gunboata 
ean reach it. Not that a force marching by land cannot do it alone, but it 
would be bad eoonom7 in war to invest the place with an army so far from 
heavy guns, mortars, ammunition, and provisions, which can nlono reach 
Shrevej>ort by water. Still, I do not know about General Banks's plans 
in that event; and wliatever they may be, your duty will be to conl'orm, 
in the most hearty manner. 
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My understanding witli General Banks is that he will not need the co- 
operation of your forco boyond thirty days from the date you reach Red 
River. As soon as ho haa taken Shrovoport, or as soon as ho can spare 
yon, return to Vicksburg with all dispatch, pather np your detachments, 
wagons, tents, transportation, and all property pertaining to so mnch of 
tiie coram and as belongs to the Sixteenth Army Corps, and conduct it to 
Memphis, where orders will await yon. My present belief is your divi- 
sion, entire, will bo needed with the Army of the Tennessee, about llunts- 
ville or Bridgeport. IStill, I will leave orders with General Hurlbut, at 
Memphis, for you on your return. 

I beliere 4f wftter wfll «naUo tlie gimiboBti to wm tb» rapids at Alei- 
tndria, yon w 01 be able to make ft quick, strong, and effeotiTO blow at out 
enemj in the Weat| thus widening the belt of our territoiy, and makiiig 
the breaoih between the Ckntfoderate QoYenunent and its oatljlng tran** 
IGaaiasippi Dtpartment more perfect 

It ia nnderatood that General Steele makes a rimnltaneoos more from 
little Book, on Shrereport or Katohitochea, with a force of aboot ten tfaoo- 
sand men. Banks wOl have seventooQ thousand, and yon ten thousand. 
If these can act concentrically and simultaneonalj, you will make short 
work of it, and then General Banks will have enough force to hold as 
mnch of the Red Kiver coontry as he deems wise, leaving yon to bring to 
General Grant^s main army the seven thousand five hundred men of tho 
Sixteenth Corps now with you. Having faith in your sound judgment airi 
experience, I confide this important and delicate command to you, with 
certainty that you will harmonize perfectly with Admiral Porter and Gen- 
eral Banks, with whom you are to act, and thereby insure success. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SnKBMAN, Major- General commanding. 

IIsiLDQUARTSRS DzpAJmcKXT OF TUB Tsmixaaxx, ) 

Major-Ocncral McPuebsox, commanding^ etc., Vichsburg, Mi^si.<9ij>pi 

Dea.r General: I wrote you at length on the 11th, by a special bearer 
of dispatches, and now mako special orders to cover the movements therein 
indicated. It was my purpose to await your answer, but I am summoned 
by General Grant to ho in Nashville on tho iTtli, and it will keep me moving 
night and day to get there by that dato. I must rely on you, for you un- 
derstand that we mwt recnforce the great army at the centre (Chattanooga) 
as mnch as possible, at the same time not risking the safety of any point on 
the IDsrissipi^ which is fortified and armed with heavy gwaa. I want yon 
to pnah matters as rapidly as possible, and to do aU yon can to pnt two 
handsome dlvialons of your own corps at Oairo^ ready to embark np the 
Tennessee Biver by the 20th or 80th of April at the eery >%»rtiUsC I wish 
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it coold be done quicker ; but the promise of tbeae thirtj-dajs forloDg^ 
in the States of enlistment^ tboagh politic, is very luunilitaiy. It deprives 
US of oor nbifity to osleidate as to time; bnt do the best 70a ean. Hnrl- 
hot ean do nothing till A. J« Smith retains from Bed BiTer. I will then or- 
der him to ooenpj Qienada temporsrilj, and to tiy and get those looomo- 
lives that we need here. I maj also order him with eaTahy and infantry 
to march toward Tasoaloosa, at the same time that we move from the 
Tennessee River about Chattanooga. 

I don't know as yet the grand strategy of the next campaign, but on ar- 
rival at Nashville I wiU soon catob the main points^ and will advise yoa of 
them. 

Steal n furlon^^h and run to Baltimore incog,; bat get book in time to 
take part in the next grand move. 

"Write mo fully an<l frequently of your progress. I hare ordered tlio 
quartermaster to send down as many boata as ho can got, to facilitate your 
movements. Mules, wagons, etc., can come up afterward by transient 
boats. I am truly your friend, 

W. T. SnKRMAX, Majar- Genial commanding. 

[Special Field Order No. 2S.] 
ilXADQUABTXBa DxPAJinCXXT OV THI TunruBU, ) 

UsMPBn, TiHH., Jiarck 14, 1864. f 

1. Mtyor-General McPherson will organize two good divisions of his 
corps (Seventeenth) of about five thousand men, each embracing in part the 
rcenlLsted veterans of his corps whose furloughs will expire in April, which 
he will command in person, and will rendezvous at Cuiru, Illinois, and re« 
I»ort by telegraph and letter to the general commanding at department 
.headquarters, wherever they may be. These divisions will be provided with 
new arms and aoeontrenMitSi and land transportatioa (wagons and males) 
ont of the supplies now at Yicfcsburg, which will be conveyed to Cairo by 
or before April 15th. 

4. During the absence of General McPherson from the district of 
Vioksbm'g, Major-General Ilurlbut will excrciso command over all the 
troops in the Department of the Tennessee from Cairo to Natchez, inola« 
sive, and will receive special instructions from department headqoarters. 

By order of K^jor-General W. T. Sherman : 

L. M. PArroN, Aid&-d&'Camp, 
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